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MAT NA CUA MOI NGUOI



r d&n £Am hon 6 gior chiéu, khach d&n quiy 1€ tan 1am thd tuc lai dong

hon hin. Va hau hét déu 12 nhirng nam doanh nhan. Quan 1y phong I&
tan con t&u tdo dua 1a khach d&n nhan phong vao gio ndy thuwong rat dé
chju. Vi ring né&u viéc kinh doanh hay nhitng vu thwong thao khéng dwoc
thu x&p &n thda thi ching ai t&i khdch san vao gid Ay ca.

Ngidm nhin gwong miit clia nhirng vi khach dang T4an lwot dén quiy,
Yamagishi Naomi ty nht, c¢6 khi s€p minh néi phai. Naomi cdm nhan dwoc
vé thw thai trén khuén mat ho. Khac hin véi nhurng vi khach dé€n nhin
phong lic d&m mudn, da phan mit ngudi ndo ngwdi ndy déu han vé cdu
git, néng voi chir khong don thuan chi 1a mét moi. Thanh ra, Naomi that
tim mong, it nha't trong khodng thoi gian & day, ho s€ dwoc thodi mdi phian
nao.

Mot phuy nr tAm ngoai hai nham c6 khuén mdt thanh td va mai téc dai
gon séng di t&i quay 18 tin. Ngudi ndy dn van vo cling bt mét, b vay lién
than mau ghi nhw dwgc thiét k& riéng. Naomi nhé da c6 Tan nhin thay bd
vay nay & ctra hang ctuia hang Foxey. Con chi€c tii vi khach 2y dang mang
dé ciing 1a hiéu Prada.

“T6i 1a Nishimura,” vi khach nwr thong béo.

“C06 Nishimura Mieko dung khong a?”

“Pung vay.”

“Xin 16i da d€ quy khéch phai doi 1au. Quy khéch s& nghi lai khach san
ching t6i mot dém, phong deluxe double phai khong a?”



“Phai,” Nishimura Mieko tra 1oi kha 1anh dam.

“Vay phién quy khach dién tén va dia chi vao phi€u nay gidp t6i dwoc
khong a?”

Naomi dat to’ phi€u thdng tin triedc mét vi khach ntr. Sau do, trong lic
khich dién nhirng ¢4t can thi€t, Naomi tim phong trén thi€t bi dau cudi. Vi
khach &y da yéu cau mot phong deluxe double dwore hit thudc. CO lwdt
nhanh man hinh mét legt, chon phong 1105.

“T6i dién xong r'oi,” vi khach nw 1€n ti€ng.

Naomi li€c qua n6i dung to phi€u, doan ca't ti€ng hoi, “Quy khach
muodn thanh todn bang tién mat hay thé a?”

“Tién mat,” vira dap losi Naomi, vi khach ntr vira 16i vi tir trong chiéc tii
Prada ra. Mot chi€c vi hi€éu Chanel.

“Vay tredce tién toi xin phép dworc thu tién dat coc a. Cua quy khach hét
bay van yén a. Tat nhién lic quy khéch tra phong...”

Nguwoi phu nir khé gio tay ra, y ching bdo Naomi dung & d6, doan lang
lang ridt t vi ra bay to' mot van yén, dat 1én chié€c khay nho. Méng tay vi
khach nr son mau h'éng nhat, con di€m thém mot dwong soc ngang mau
vang & dau mong.

“Vﬁng a.”

Sau khi nhén tién, Naomi lai nho vi khach nir dién vao gid’y bién nhan.
Vi khach ntr khé chiu ¢am bit vi€t, mat nhw dang hién r6 ma’y chir “& c6
mot dém thoi ma sao rach viéc thé?”

Ki€m tra lai gidy bi€n nhan xong, Naomi dwa thé khéa phong ra, “Phong
cta quy khéach s6" 1105, gior ching toi xin phép dworc dan quy khach 1én do
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a.

Naomi toan goi nhin vién hanh ly lai nhung vi khach nu da gat di,
“Khong can dau,” doan chia tay ra.

“T6i hi€u roéi a. Vay quy khach twr tir nghi ngoi a.”
Vi khach ntr nhan thé khéa phong, di thaalng t&i sanh thang may khong
chit do dw. Naomi nhin theo sau, théd phao nhe nhom.



R'6i ¢d cam gidc nhw ¢6 ngwoi dang dieng phia sau minh. Naomi quay
lai thi tha'y Kuga, 1€ tdn dan anh dang ding d6 cwdi hién hoa.

“Tréng cd c6 vé cling quen r'oi nhi? Moi thir déu ra't vira van, khdng co
gi thira thai. Chi ¢6 diéu nét mit van hoi cing thi phdi?”
“Thé& a?” Naomi ba't gidc dwa tay so’ 1én ma.

“Hinh nhw c6 hoi cang thffmg khi gdp khach ntr tré 4? Hom qua t6i cling
da 1o mo’ nhan thay.”

“T6i da cd gdng khong d€'y dén chuyén dé...”

“T6i nghi cdi nay la phan xa thoi. C6 thdy to mo khong bi€t ¢6 géi tré
nhw the” dén khach san trong thanh phd mot minh lam gi, dung khong?
Thanh th ¢6 quan sat vi khach &y qua mirc can thiét.”

That vay. Chging nhtrng th&’, n€u khach tam tam tudi cd, Naomi s€ con bi
tat twedng twong ra da thi chuyén, r'oi soi moéi trang phuc, d6 dac tiy than
clia nguoi ta nira.

“Trudc toi cling ¢6 ndi r'oi nhi, rang khach dén day déu dang deo mit na
da’y. Co khong dwoc phép 10t nhirng chi€c mét na &y ra.”

“T61 s€ can than hon a,” Naomi khé cui dau.

Kuga cuwoi kho, g6 bop vao lung ¢d r'oi roi di.

Naomi thdm thyt nhan mii, dwa tay gai gai thai dwong. Cong vi€c nay
ding 1a khé nhan that. Coé mudn gidp ich gi d6 cho moi ngwoi nén maéi

chon nghé nay, vy ma gio ho lai bao ¢6 khong dwoc quan tim théi qua toi
khach...

Naomi lam viéc & khach san Cortesia Tokyo nay da dwoec bon nam.
Nhung phai dé€n thang trede ¢6 mdi dwgre diéu chuyén tdi lam & vin
phong 1€ tAn nhr nguyén vong ban dau. Nhiém vy d4u tién 1a 1am tha tuc
tra phong cho khach. Cong viéc nay vé co ban chi Ia tinh tién, thanh ra
ngwoi méi cling s€ khong gép khé khan gi.

Ay the¢’ ma ¢ ciing 3 méc v6 s6 sai sét. Ty nhw T4n 1am tha tuc cho hai
vi khach ma cd chic mam d6 1a mot cap b6 con, tha’y ¢d gdi tré nhin cham
cham vao to roi quang cdo Disneyland, c6 da boc tuéch ludn véi vi khach
nam kia, “Gio ngai v&i chau s€ di Disneyland hay sao a? Thich that da’y!”



Chwng nhw nghe thay lovi co cd géi tré phi cwoi, con vi khach nam thi mat
danh lai, chang noi chang ring. Hoéa ra 1a mot cdp tinh nhan chénh léch tudi
tac, Naomi ng& ngwoi nhan ra nhwng chang th€ tim 10 nao chira chdy, danh
mudi mat lam cho xong thu tyc trong bau khong khi ngwong ngéap. Sau day
cO con cheamg cé tAm trang dau ma cwoi, d&n mot cau rap khudn “Chiic quy
khach thwong 19 binh an” cling khong th6t ra noi.

R'6i ¢6 T4n co6 bj khiach méng vi toi réu rao ca tién thanh todn ctia ho 1én,
“Sao lai n6i oang oang s6 tién ra thé ha, ngwoi gi ddu ma thi€u t& nhij!”
Churng nhw vi khach nam kia da gid'u cd géi di cing chuyén dat theo combo
d€ dwoe gid ré. TAt nhién sau d6 cd cling da bi Kuga nhic nhé.

Nhwng mwra dAm thA'm 1au, cudi ciing cb ciing nim dwoc hét cdc quy
tdc, va tir tuan trede da bat dau duoc giao nhiém vu 1am thi tuc nhan
phong cho khach. Cong viéc nay khé hon viéc ¢6 dam nhén truede d6 rat
nhi€u, tinh than lic nao cling phai tap trung cao do. Y&u cau cua khach thi
thién bién van héa, ¢4 khi con bj doi hdi nhirng viéc vo 1y dung ding. Dau
vy, da 12 mot nhan vién I tn chuyén nghiép thi budc phai tly co’ trng bién
ma Xt 1y tinh hinh, trdnh gy ric rdi. “Ching t6i khdng the lam vay” 1a cu
cam ky do6i v&i mot nhan vién khach san.

Ctr moi Ian giy ra 16i gi d6, Naomi lai ba't an ty van, liéu minh ¢6 th€
tré thanh mot nhan vién chuyén nghi€p khong day, liéu céi ngay &y c6 dén?

Khoédng hon 8 gio t6i, mot nhém ba nguoi di tdi quay 1€ tin. C4 ba déu
la nam nhwng chi duy nhat mét ngwoi van com-1€, con hai nguwoi kia an
mac qua’y qua. Hai ngwoi nay teong ta déu cao to nhirng mot trong hai
ngudi con dic biét diy da. Nom mit ngudi &y, Naomi ¢ chit cing thing.
Anh ta chinh la tuyén thi bong chay chuyén nghiép Oyama Masahiro da
gidi nghé cach day hai nam, hién dang hoat dong trong linh vyc giai tri
truy€n hinh va binh luin bong chay. Bén nguoi cheatng hi€u gi vé mon béng
chay nhw Naomi con biét ti€ng, tdt nhién anh ta phai thudc hang si€u sao.

Nhin k¥ mé&i thd'y ngwoi cao 1on con lai cling rd't quen mat. Hinh nhw
cling 1a m6t cyu tuyén thi bong chay, Naomi khéng nhé tén, nhwng anh ta
van thwong xuyén xul't hién trén ti-vi dwdi danh nghia cAu em chi co't clia
Oyama Masahiro. C6 c6 nghe loang thoang ngwoi nay choi bong thi khdng
xud't sic nhung dwoe cdi téu tdo, rat dwoc 1ong khéan gia xem dai.



Naomi nhac thad’y mot nhan vi€n hanh ly dang day xe goong chat va-li
phia sau ba ngudi dan 6ng. Trong nhw ho sip di du lich nudc ngoai. C6 18
ho s& & day mot dém d€ séng mai ra sin bay Narita som. Chéng la khéch
san nay rat tién dwong, bé€n xe bus chay thang t&i san bay lai & ngay bén
canh. Nhwng may vi khach day thi han s€ dung xe thué hoac taxi.

Nguoi dan 6ng van com-18 rdo budce t&i quay 1€ tan. “Tdi 12
Miyahara...”

Naomi dwa mét nhin thiét bj dau cudi. Miyahara? C4i ho niy nghe quen
quen.

Th&’y tén Miyahara Takashi hién trén man hinh, Naomi c6 chut tha't
kinh. D&n ca tén ciing gidng. C6 bat gidc nhin chim chim grong miit
ngwoi dan ong, nin thd r'oi khé kéu 1én, “A.”

Chwng nhw d6 phwong cling da nhan ra. Vira quay sang nhin c¢d, nguoi
dan 6ng d3 tron mét 1én ngac nhién, miéng hé md:.

Sau d6 anh ta nhin xudng phia nguc trdi Naomi. Co chic mam anh ta
dang nhin bang t€n minh.

Sau diy anh ta lai quay 1&n nhin mit ¢d, chdp mét doi ba I4n roi méi
kh€ mim cwoi. “Bat ngo that ddy. Em lam viéc & day a...”

Naomi tw t6n cdi dau, dap, “Pa 1au khong gidp quy khach a.” Co da
dwge tdp hudn cach ing x khi gép ngwoi quen. Khach san con quy dinh
phai han ch€ t6i da cac cudc néi chuyén ri€ng tw. Nhwng du gi d6i phwong
cling 1a khach nén nhirng lic thé nay budc phai tiy co’ trng bién.

“Ma ding la ngay tredc em ciing bao sau nay mudn lam viéc & khach
san nhi. Anh vin nh¢& day.”

Naomi mim cwoi git dau, ki€m tra lai ndi dung dat phong trong may
déau cudi.

“Quy khach dat mot phong suite, mot phong deluxe twin va mot phong
single khong hit thuéc phai khdng a?”

“U, diing roi.”

Naomi dit ba to phi€u thong tin 1én mat quay, doan nho Miyahara dién
vao do.



“Anh dién ludn ba to dwore khong?”

“C6 th€ phién ma’y vi kia dién giip dwoc khong a?”

“Anh hi€u roi,” néi doan Miyahara quay lai chd hai ngw¢i dan ong kia.
Hai nguoi d6 dang néi cwoi vui vé nhung khi Miyahara 1én tié€ng thi
Oyama bdng im bit.

“C4u dién ludn giup toi di cdi chir,” giong Osaka khan khan &y vang
dén cé chd Naomi.

Miyahara vdi vang chay lai. “Anh xin 10i, d€ anh dién hét nhé.”

“Vﬁng a.”

Trong khi Miyahara dién thong tin, Naomi vira ki€m tra ndi dung dat
triedc vira chon phong trén may dau cudi. Dén lic 8y ¢6 m&i d€'y cong ty
ctia Miyahara tén 1a Oyama Production. Dwong nhw d6 1a céng ty do
Oyama Masahiro quéan ly.

Naomi 1én quan sat va phat hién ngwoi nay da phat twong hon xwa it
nhiéu. Chiéc cim thon gon ngay nao nay tron tria hin ra. C6 diéu khuon
mét traim ngadm h'6i &y gio’ lai c6 nét gi d6 dju dang. C6 nhin thdy tay trai
anh khong deo nhén.

“Thé& nay dwoc chwa em?” Miyahara héi.

Naomi ki€m tra lai ba to’ phi€u thong tin. Oyama sé nghi tai phong suite,
Miyahara & phong single, va ngwoi con lai thi & deluxe twin.

Nhin nét but ciia Miyahara, nhirng ky ni€ém xwa cili chg't a vé trong tam
tri Naomi.

“Puwore r'oi a,” ndi doan cd dat ba thé khda phong cai trong ba kep gidy
x€p lén trén madt quay. CO gidi thich s& phong, goi nhan vién hanh 1y lai va
dwa ca ba chiéc thé cho nguoi do.

“Vay quy khach tw tor nghi ngoi a,” Naomi lich sy cdi dau chao
Miyahara.

“Um,” Miyahara git d4u roi quay lueng di. Nhung dot nhién anh quay
lai, redn ngudri vé phia quay 1€ tan.

“MAa’y gio’ em tan ca vay?” Anh ta hdi nhd.



Naomi d3 ging guwong d&€ khong thd't ra cau “Toi lam dén 10 gio.”

“Néu c6 viéc gi ¢an xin quy khach ctt bdo v&i ching t6i. Nhan vién
chiing t6i l1am viéc 24/24 gio’ a.” Naomi tra loi v&i tong giong nhw da dwoe
huan luyén. Ta't nhién l1a kém theo cd mdt nu cwoi khuy&n mai nira.

Trong mot thodng, anh ta trong nhw bj ton thwong nhwng cling nhanh
chong git dau cuwoi. “Anh hi€u r'oi.”

Nhin theo sau b&n nguwdi di vé phia thang mdy, Naomi bét giip 4nh mat
cta Kuga, ngwoi da déeng bén canh twr ldc nao.

Pan anh cta cd thu cam lai, y chitng “xt 1y tdt 1dm.” C6 dodn anh &y da
nghe hét doan do1 thoai ban ndy. Naomi ngwo'ng ngung, cii gam mat
xudng.



iyahara Takashi la dan anh ctia Naomi ¢& treong dai hoc. Naomi von la

dan tinh 18 nén h'6i d6 da c& gang tham gia nhiéu ciu lac bo d&€ nhanh
chéng két giao dwgrc v&i nhiéu ngwoi. Va tinh co Miyahara 1a thanh vién
ctia mot trong s dd, ciu lac bo nghién ctru dién anh. Anh hon ¢6 bdn tudi,
nhung do Miyahara bj trirot mot nam thanh thit nam Naomi nhap hoc thi
anh m&i 1a sinh vién nam tw.

L'an d6, & budi lién hoan chao dén thanh vién md&i, ma’y nguwoi Naomi bi
bit gidi thiéu vé nhitng bd phim ma ho thich nha't. Naomi da nhic t&i
khoang ba bo phim, trong d6 ¢6 Grand Hotel. C6 ciing chi m¢&i thué DVD
b6 phim nay vé xem trwdc khi nhap hoc it 1au. N6i dung phim da khién cd
vO cung cam ddng, d&€n mirc sau d6 Naomi con mua ludn cé dia ve.

Dén khodng gitra budi lién hoan, Miyahara mon men d&n gan chd
Naomi. Vira rét bia anh vura thi thi, “Em nhac d&€n bo phim &y lam anh vui
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“M0ot tac pham doat ca giai Oscar nhw vy ma trong cau lac bo ch:fmg co
may ngudi xem. DU ¢6 hoi cii, lai 12 phim den tréng, nhung Grand Hotel
c6 khac nao khdi ngudn cuia loai hinh nghé thuat nay dau. Ma trong phim
em thich nhan vat nao nha't? Anh thi khdi phai ban, chic chin 12 ngai nam
trde bip bom do John Barrymore thii vai. May ai dién dwogc mot vai hoi
hot dat d&n mirc 4y chir. Em c¢6 nghi vay khong?”

“C6 a,” Naomi dong tinh. “Nhung em khong ddc biét thich nhan vat nao
ca. Nhén vat nao cling rd't cd tinh, cuéc doi cia ho déu mang y nghia siu xa
nao dé. Em thich bd phim b&i thad'y ngwong md mdt noi nhw khach san —



ngay nao cling vui vé chao don bi€t bao nhiéu vi khach véi bao nhiéu cudc
doi.”

Gio nghi lai ¢6 chi thd’y d6 1a nhirng 101 huénh hoang ctia mot thanh
vién m&i vao cau lac bo, khong hon. C6 diéu, qua thyce cdi suy nghi &y dén
gior, sau tdm ndm tro6i qua van chang hé thay doi.

C6 khong ro Miyahara ¢6 nghi c6 lam mau khéng. Song khi dé anh da té
ra v ciing hing thi. Sau da’y ho con tro chuyén rat lau va ra't so6i noi vé bod
phim &y. C6 vé Miyahara thyc sy thich Grand Hotel.

Ciing nho vdy ma hai ngeoi nhanh chéng tré nén than thi€t. Cau lac bd
nghién ctru dién anh thwdng xuyén tu tap &n udng, ban tén ching riéng gi
chuyén phim anh, ma con da chuyén trén troi dwdi bi€n. Song Naomi va
Miyahara lai khac. Hai ngwoi cling nhau xem bié€t bao nhiéu la phim,
chuyén tro nhiéu gio khdng bié€t chan. K&t qua 1a, cheamg ma’y chdc mdi
quan hé anh khoa trén em khéa dwdi thiang hoa thanh tinh yéu. Pén ca sau
khi Miyahara t6t nghiép, hai ngudi van tiép tuc qua lai.

Miyahara kha nhit nhat, lai ludn gitr k€ v&i ngeoi khac qua mirc can
thi€t, thanh ra chi toan chiu thiét vao than. Nhung d6i vori Naomi, trong s&
nhirng nguoi c6 quen biét, chi c6 anh m&i hién lanh tinh t& dén vay.

Lic di xem phim bao gio’ anh cling ng'6i thut xudng vi s¢ che tdm nhin
nguwoi phia sau. Con néu ngwoi ng'6i phia tried'c Naomi cao qua, ki€u gi anh
ciing s& doi d6i chd cho cd. Naomi lo anh khong xem duore thi chic chin
anh ciing chi dap: “Cé sao dau. Khong xem dwoc thi Nao k€ lai cho anh 1a
dwgc ma.” R'6i anh con néi thém, “Thé& nén em phai xem cho ky ca phian
ctia anh nira da’y nhé.”

Ma sy tinh t& clia anh khong chi ding & d6. Moi Tan di xem phim anh
déu mang theo mot cdi tdi to dung, va Naomi thwra bié€t trong d6 dwng khan
dip chan. Anh mang theo phong khi rap chi&u khong cho mwon. T4t nhién
chi€c khin &y anh chuan bj cho c6 chr khong phai cho ban thén.

Miyahara lam viéc cho mot nha thau hang trung. Du Naomi cling khong
10 cu the anh 1am gi. Co nghe anh bdo c&p trén van chwa giao cho anh viéc
gi quan trong, tom lai tam thoi chi lang xang chay theo phu gitp dan anh.
Nhurng nhin Miyahara hao hirng k& chuyén, ¢6 chic mam hin cong viéc 4y
cling c6 y nghia nao d6. Thanh thit Naomi chi bi€t kha’p khéi doi theo.



Nhung ching bao 1au sau tai wong ap t&i, cong ty anh phé san. C6 biét
anh da khong khoi bang hoang, bdi lic ho gap nhau anh tha't than than thé,
“Khong hi€u sao moi chuyén lai thanh ra nhw vay.”

Anh thanh ké tha't nghiép, ta't nhi€n chuyén hen ho cta ho cling chaamg
the vui vé ntra. D'an da anh lién lac v&i ¢6 it di. Con Naomi cling khéng the
vO tr tim anh dwoc.

Phai dén sau ba tudn bat vé 4m tin anh mdi goi dién hen ¢6 ra néi
chuyén. C6 dén chd hen ma 1dong cdm thd’y khong yén.

Thay Miyahara mdt may rang r&’, Naomi con twedng ban than chi lo héo.
Nhwng dén khi anh tho' 10 thi lai ding di€u c¢6 dw dodn. Miyahara d€ nghi
chia tay.

“Mot cong ty & Osaka nhin anh vao 1am roi. Van cong viéc lién quan
t&i ba't ddong san thodi. Nhwng anh nghi Ian nay moi chuyén s€ on.”

That ra Miyahara von la dan Kyoto. Anh bao du sao ¢ Kansai sé thuan
lo't moi bé hon.

“Anh ciling da tinh d€n chuyén yéu xa, nhwng chi e cong viéc lu bu s¢
khong cé thoi gian d€ nghi t&i nhitng chuyén khac. Anh tuy tién qua nhi,
that sy ra’t xin 16i em.”

“Em...”

“Xin 16i em,” Miyahara cti d4u.

Nhin anh nhw vy c6 cang thd'm thia, anh qua nhién ra't nghi€m tic va
thanh that d€n ngd'c nghéch. Gia nhw anh ¢6 ngwoi khac hodc du khong
phéi vay, anh van c6 the lra chon ti€p tuc qua lai v&i cd, chuyén tdi Osaka
r'oi sau d6 lya tinh hinh ma quyét. Nhwng ding l1a voi tinh cach cha anh,
Miyahara s€ khong chon cach nira duc nira trong nhw vay.

“Em hiéu roi,” Naomi 1&n ti€ng réi con néi thém, “Anh c& ging lam
viéc that td't nhé. Chd y gitr gin strc khde nira day.”

“Cam on em,” Miyahara dap.

Thoi cdp hai Naomi cling tieng ¢6 ban trai nhwng hen ho trén hai nam
thé nay thi Miyahara 12 ngwoi ddu tién. Khi d6, c6 van con tinh cdm v&i
anh, nhung that la, ldc hai ngudi bit tay nhau tir biét, Naomi lai khong thay



qua dau khd. B&i khi &y ndi ba't an khong biét liéu ngwdi nay c¢6 6n khong
day da chodn hét tam tri co.

Sau d6 hai ngudi ti€p tuc giri mail qua lai. Qua thw c¢6 phan ndo nim
duoc tinh hinh anh dang ra't cd ging cdng hién & cong ty m&i. Th& nhung,
dén khi Naomi sip &t nghiép thi ho khong con thuong xuyén lién lac nira.
H6i 4y c6 dau tit mit t&i lo xin viéc dam ciing khong c6 thoi gian d&'y t&i
anh.

Bong tén noi 1am viéc hién gio’ cia anh chay roet qua dau c6. Cong ty
Oyama Production...

Naomi van dinh ninh Miyahara dang 1am cho mot cong ty ba't dong san.
Nhung sao trong anh gio’ lai gidng quan 1y mdt cyu ciu thi bong chay thé’
nay?

Naomi dang mo’ h'o nghi ngoi thi bi tieng chudong di€n thoai dat phia sau
kéo vé thyc tai. Naomi phan (rng hoi chdm nén Kuga da nha’c 6ng nghe 1én
triede. Khach san cé quy dinh phai nhd’c mdy trong vong ba h'6i chudng.

Kuga vira ddp, “Vang, n6i mdy gidp toi,” vira thao tac trén may dau
cudi. Chéc ai d6 goi dit phong cho ngay hom nay, Naomi dodn. Va trong
treong hop do, todng dai s& chuyén mdy cho 1€ tan chir khong phai bo phan
dat phong.

“Xin 161 vi da @€ quy khach phai doi 1au. Quy khdch s& & ludn hom nay
ding khong a? Quy khach t&i mot minh a?... A, hai ngudi a. Vang, vy da
ding chwa a? Toi hi€u roi a. Xin quy khach cho’ cho mot chdt a.” Kuga go
ban phim, nhin chim chim vao man hinh, r6i hoi ddnh mét ra phia Naomi.
O, Naomi trdm nghi. Chua bao gior ¢o tha’'y mét anh Ay lai 4nh 1én vé gian
xao nhw vay.

Kuga dwa 6ng nghe lai gan mat.

“Thanh that xin 16i quy khdch, ra't ti€c hom nay khdch san chung t6i lai
hét ca phong double 14n deluxe double r'oi a, chi con phong suite hodc
phong hang trén d6 thoi a... Téi hiu r'oi a, vy 1a... Oi, xin 18i quy khach,
phong suite cling hé€t mat roi a. Hi€n chiing tdi chi con phong presidential
suite...”



Naomi ngac nhién nhin vao man hinh mdy d4u cudi. Double 14n deluxe
double déu van con chix chwra néi t¢i phong suite. Vi lai & khéach san nay
phong presidential suite chi x€p hang sau royal suite. Tién thué mot dém
cling phai mwoi tdm van yén.

Nhung xem ra chii nhan cudc dién thoai kia dap lai ra't nhi€t tinh. Giong
Kuga dang tro chuyén dot nhién cao hon han.

“T6i hi€u roi a. Vay ching tdi xin phép dwgrc chuan bi phong
presidential suite cho quy khach dém nay a. T6i c6 the bié€t ho tén quy
khach la gi dworc khong a? Vang, ngai Kamota a. Toi ¢ the€ bi€t ca tén quy
khach khong a?”

Ngoai tén, Kuga con hdi dia chi lién lac, gio’ dw dinh nhin phong r'6i ca
s& thé thanh todn cua khach. Han 1a d€ tranh viéc khach huy phong vao
phtit chét.

“Vay ra't mong dwoc don ti€p quy khach a,” n61 doan Kuga cup dién
thoai, nhdy mét v&i Naomi. “Théng cuoc!”

“Vay ma khach ciing d6ng y nhi. Anh khong nghi phong hang sang nhw
vay ho s€ chay mat dép luon a?”

“Thé& md&i néi danh cwore. Nhung t6i nghe giong 1a doan dwoc ngay, vi
khach nay mudn tim phong bﬁng dwore. Toi ddm cd ngwoi nay di cing ban
gai, mai chwra tim dwgc phong nén méi gd’p gap nhw vay.”

“Du thé” anh cheo kéo nguoi ta & phong presidential suite thi ¢6 hoi...”
Naomi nhin mat dan anh, khé 1ic d4u. “Anh ding la gidi that day.”

“Chi trong 5 phit ma t6i ki€m dwoc thém cho khach san mwei van yén
con gi,” Kuga chi vao dong h'6 deo tay, cuoi.

O khach san, khong riéng gi khach deo madt na. Nhan vién khach san ma
16t mat na xudng thi cling toan mat con budn cd, Naomi tham nghi.



Hém Ay, Naomi hét ca lic 10 gio’ d&m. Song van con khiu giao ca cho
may ngwoi phu trach 1am dém nira nén cd chwa th€ vé ngay. Vi lai
linh m&i to te nhw ¢d cling con khoi viéc phai lam.

Khach san Cortesia Tokyo con ¢6 mot tdoa nha nira bén kia dwong. Cac
bd phan vin phong clia cong ty ndm hau hét & d6. Xong viéc, Naomi chura
thay @0 ludn ma ctr the vii dau tong hop lai cac ndi dung cong viéc trong
ngay vao may tinh. T4t nhién la nhirng viéc co ty lam chir khong phai viéc
cap trén giao cho. Co mudn theo kip ma’y anh chi tién bdi cang nhanh cang
to't, khong th€' lam vuedng tay viedng chan ho mai dwgc. Tuan nay Naomi
lam ca t61 nén 4 gio’ chiéu mai c6 mdi lai phai di lam. C6é dang dinh trén
dwong vé sé ghé ctra hang tién loi moi khi mua gi d6 an. Mic cho me ¢6
sudt ngay cam ram, “C¢ chiu khé nd'u com ma an khong da’y? Sudt ngay
%n ngoai v&i com hop thi 1a'y dau ra dinh dudng,” ¢d ciing ching c6 thoi
gian quan tAm t&i chuyén d6. V& d&n nha cb sé di tim, dn com hop mua &
ctra hang tién lgi r'éi 1én givong nga. Gio’ voi ¢, ngd méi 1la ngudn dinh
dwong tot nhat.

Cudi cung viéc cling hom hom. Naomi toan ding diy di thay d'6 thi di
dong d€ trong tui 4o khoac do chudng.

Gio nay ma ai goi vy nhi, Naomi nghi ngai nhin man hinh LCD. Th¢&
roi cd ba't giac dung thang leng. Man hinh dién thoai dang hién thi dong
chwr Miyahara Takashi.

DPédn do mdt h'di, cudi cling ¢d van quyét dinh bat mdy. “Toi nghe a.”



“Nao ddy a, anh, Takashi day.”

Nao gi ma Nao. Naomi ¢6 kiém ché& d€ khong vic lai “Anh dung td ra
than thi€t voi toi ntra di,” ¢b lich sy dap dat khodt, “Vang, ngai Miyahara
dung khong a?”

“May qué, em van chwa d6i s6.”

Nghe anh ta néi vdy Naomi m¢i thdy ding that. Co dung dién thoai di
dong tir h'6i cAp ba, va tir d6 t&i gidr chwra hé d6i s6. Ma Miyahara chic
cling vdy. B&1 man hinh dién thoai ctia ¢6 van dang hién tén anh ta.

“C6 chuyén gi vay, thwa quy khach?” Naomi hoi giong cong viéc. “Néu
12 chuyén khach san, phién quy khéch goi dién t&i quiay 1€...”

“Chuyén gap 1dm,” anh ta ngit 1oi. “Em c6 th€ gidp anh dwoc khong?”

“Sao co’?” Naomi ¢6 kim lai triede khi tho't ra cau “rdt cudc 1a co
chuyén gi vay?” doan héi, “Quy khach gap chuyén gi vay a?”

“Chuyén nay khong néi qua dién thoai dwore. Em t&i phong anh dworc
khong?”

“Phong?... Nhung hién tdi da hét gio’ lam viéc, hay d€ téi nho’ nguoi
khac...”

“Th& khong dworc,” giong anh ta nghe c¢6 vé cap bach. “Chuyén nay chi
em gidip dworc thoi. Chir néu ai cling xong thi anh da goi luén xuéng quay
12 tan. Biét la s& phién em nhwng anh danh mao mudi. Anh nhw ngudi sap
chét dudi, nén cong rom ciling phai bam 13’y th6i.”

“T6i 12 rom cho nha anh bam chic,” Naomi toan vic lai nhung c6 kim.
“Panh la vdy nhwng qua that toi da hét gio lam viéc, e s€ khong gidp dwoc
gi cho quy khéach.” C6 wém thit.

“Sao em biét chic chuyén d6? Nhé em gitip dworc anh thi sao? Tém lai
anh mong em s€ d€n. Khong phai khéch san s€ ddp trng moi yéu cau cla
khach trir nhitng viéc pham phép a? Trwdc em chang bdo, nhan vién khach
san tuyét doi khong dugec néi ‘khéng’ con gi.”

Loi anh ta n6i, Naomi khong thé€ phan bién. Qua 1a c6 tieng ndi v&i anh
ta thé” that. Va d6 ciing 1a ky luat thép ctia nhan vién khéch san cac co.



Naomi dwa dién thoai ra xa, trit ti€ng thd dai 16 to. Sau do6 lai dwa dién
thoai t&i g4n miéng.

“T6i hi€u r'6i a. Gio’ toi s€ 1én d6.”

Giong néi dwoe truyeén t&i tir dau day bén kia nhe nhdm hén.

“Cam on em. Anh that sy rat cam kich.”

“T61 con chwa bi€t c6 giup duore gi cho quy khach khong nén khong
dam nhan dau a. Xin hdi quy khach & phong nao vay a?”

“Em chiu trd chuyén cling anh 12 t6t 1m r'éi. Anh & phong 1105.”

“Phong 1105 dung khong a?” Naomi cam but vi€t 1€n mu ban tay trai s&
1105, Ping khoanh khic d6, cd cdm gidc c6 gi sai sai. “O'... néu téi nhé
khong nhdm hinh nhw quy khach & tang khac co ma?”

“Qua nhién. Em nh¢ ding da’y. Pay khong phai phong anh.”
“Vay do 1a...”

“Chuyén d6 thi em c t&i day r'oi sé biét.”

“Vang, nhung...”

“Tém lai 1a anh cho em nhé. Ma nh& dwng néi chuyén nay cho ai biét
dd’y, du la ca’p trén hay dong nghi€p.”

“Chuyén nay... nhung ciing ¢ viéc t6i bit budc phai bdo cdo.”

“Chuyén d6 nho ca vao em vay. Ca doi anh méi cau xin em Tan nay thoi
day.”

Nghe nhirng 1o khan khoan ctia Miyahara, Naomi lai nh¢ tredre ddy, 1au
14m rdi c6 ciing da tirng nghe mot cau twong ty. Lan d6, hai ngwdi hen ho
Ve, drra ¢d t&i trede chung cuwr, anh ta cit ding vay chip tay ning nic doi co
cho Ién phong. Trede dd'y hai ngwoi chua tirng phat sinh quan hé thé xac.

H6i &y chzamg phai vi nghe anh ta cau xin ma c6 dong y, chi la ding ldc
cd cling mudn thi thoi.

“Toi hidu roi. Vay gior toi sé téi d6.”



“Cam o, that sy rat cam on em. Vay anh doi nhé,” néi doan anh ta cup
may.

Naomi mét may nhdn nhd, cam do khodac 1€n tay. Khong hi€u da xay ra
chuyén gi. M6t mat, cd khong mu6n bi kéo vao ma’y chuyén phién phirc,
nhwng mét khac cling lai bi kich thich b&i tri to mo.

Liic Naomi quay lai quay 1€ tan, mit nhan vién lam ca dém 16 16 vé ngac
nhién, han 1a vay roi.

“Ay, c6 Naomi van chwra vé co a? C6 chuyén gi sa0?” Vi I tin dan anh
hon Naomi ding mwoi tuGi hoi.

“Khong c6 chuyén gi quan trong dau a, to1 c6 chut @6 mudn dwa cho
khach thoi,” vira dap cd vira ki€m tra tén vi khach dung phong 1105 trén
mady d4u cudi. Nhin thdy dong chir Nishimura Mieko, Naomi 1ién nh¢ ra
ngay nguwoi phy nir 8y. Chinh 1a ¢6 my nhan ddng manh mai van chi€c vay
lién than Foxey.

Tai sao anh ta lai & trong phong ctia vi khach ntr @6 nhi... Long Naomi
da’y 1én mot dy cdm xAu. Ma c6 ciling doan chic 12 minh khong nham.

L& ra minh nén twr chdi m&i phai, Naomi h6i han nhwng ciing dd mudn.
Gio danh 1én d6 thoi.

Co6 di thang mdy 1én tang 11, rdo bwdrc trén hanh lang, ding tredre cra
phong deluxe double 1105. Khach nr chang may khi mot minh thué loai
phong nay ca.

Naomi hit mot hoi that sdu, gd cira. M4 da cling lai, Naomi ging gwong
nhé€ch hai bén mép 1én.

Ctra mé&, Miyahara thd mit ra tir khe hé, mét hét lia trdi lai lia phai.

“Cudi cling em cling t&i. Ma em khong néi chuyén nay vi ai day che?”

“Quy khdch ching da din toi vy sao?”

“Totroi.”

Miyahara m¢ ctra, Naomi vira cdi dau néi “Téi xin phép” vira bwdc vao
phong. Ngay khi ngahg mit 1én, dip ngay vao mét cd 1a chiéc xe ddy dung
khi phuc vu phong ctia khach san. Trén d6 dit mot x6 wdp lanh, bén trong



dwng chai Pérignon. Nhin ky hon con thdy ca hai ly u6ng sam-panh cling
khay @6 nhim. Mot trong hai chiéc ly dinh vét son mdi con khd mdi.

Naomi quay lai, chwa kip hdi hét cau “Ro6t cude 1a ¢6 chuyén...” thi da
that kinh. Miyahara chi khodc 40 choang tim.

“It ra thi anh ciing nén mic quan 4o vao chiz.” Naomi chau may, bat gidc
dwa tay 1én miéng. “Ay chét, toi xin 16i.”

“Em dwng néi chuyén ki€u d6 ntra dworec khong?” Miyahara néi vé chan
nan, sau d6 dwa mét nhin chiéc gwong treo trén twong. “Nhung em néi
ding. Anh xin 18i. Anh thay d'0 ngay ddy,” n6i doan anh ta mé& ctra phong
tdm, budc vao trong.

Naomi thé hét ra, lai nhin quanh phong mot lwot. Chiéc giwong d6i cé
vé chra duge dung td1, khin trdi giwong van nguyén ven & d6. Mot chiéc
quAn tA't mau da chan vét trén lung gh&” dit trede ké dau giwong.

Ctra phong tim mé, Miyahara budc ra. Anh ta van chiéc quian tiy cling
40 so' mi tring. C6 chic mam anh ta da vitt 40 khodc va ca vat & phong
minh.

Anh ta gdi gdi dau, 1am bam, “Gay that.”

“Tom lai 1a c6 chuyén gi vay a?”

Nghe Naomi héi, anh ta 1i€n cong mdi vé chan nan, tha minh xudng
giwong.

“Anh da bao em dung néi ki€u d6 nira r'oi co ma? Em ciling néi hét gior
lam viéc r'6i day th6i? N6i chuyén binh thwong di.”

Naomi hit mot hoi that sdu, nhin xuéng anh ngwoi yéu cii, quang ra mot
cau, “The c6 chuyén gi?”

Anh ta xoa xoa gdy. “Nhu em thdy day.”

“T6i nhin mai khong hi€u nén méi phai hdi anh chir.”

Nghe xong anh ta ddp v&i v& mét budn thiu khé doan. “Co ta bién mat
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roi.

“Bi€n mat?”



“Anh tdm xong, di ra thi khong tha’y c6 ta ddu nira ca.”

“Poi da. Anh néi chuyén phai ¢6 ddu cé cudi chir. T6i dang chang hi€u
dau cua tai nheo th&€ nao ca. C6 ta ma anh dang néi la ai? C6 Nishimura
Mieko a?”

“Nishimura? A, Tan nay c6 ta diing tén d6 d&€ nhan phong a? Né&u thé thi,
wr. Pung la cb ta dd’y. Nguwoi thué can phong nay.” Miyahara dap, 16 16 vé
chéan nan.

Naomi chi xudng san nha. “Tai sao anh Takashi... a khong anh
Miyahara lai & trong phong nay vay?”

“Sao a? Thi...” anh ta nhin vai. “Quan h€ ctia bon anh la vay.”

Trong mot thoang, Naomi thd'y choang vang. Pung nhw co twdng twong.

“Tém lai,” Naomi li€m moi. “Anh va cd 8y 1a mdi quan hé c6 the thoai
mai cung nhau udng rrgru sam-panh trong mot phong deluxe double? Ta't

nhién, t6i nghi chuyén s& khong két thiic & d6. TAm xong, hai nguwdi s&...”
Naomi ném dnh nhin vé phia chié€c giwong.

“Um,” Miyahara khoanh hai tay lai, git du.

“Co a7y la gi ctia anh?”

“N6i thé ndo bay gior nhi,” anh ta nghiéng d4u. “Noéi cho dé hi€u nhat
thi, cd &%y la tinh nhan cta anh.”

Lai mdt con chodng vang ntra. “Anh Miyahara két hon r'oi a?”

“Um, hai ndm tredc,” néi doan anh ta ngai nging vong tay ra sau c0.

Naomi mé to mat. “Mdi ¢6 hai ndm ma anh da chan com thém phd thé
ar’

“Thi cling tai chuyén nay chuyén kia. Lic dau chi vi b6c dong thoi, anh
cling khong ngo lai day dwa lau thé nay. Anh xin 16i.”
“Anh dwng xin 10i toi the”.”

“Um,” Miyahara 1 rii, co vai nhw d&€ 1am minh bé lai. Trong chang khac
nao mot con vat bé nho.

“Sao anh lai dan ngwoi tinh dén tan day?”



“Bon anh it ¢6 co h6i gdp nhau. Mai anh lai phai ra nwéc ngoai nira...”

“Lic nao anh cling dung cach nay a? D€ ¢6 &'y nhan mdt phong khac r'oi
dém s€ mo t&¢i?”

“Khong hin ldc nao cling vdy. Nhung thwong nhirng lic phai qua dém
bén ngoai vi cong viéc thi 1a vay.”

“Nhirng ngwoi khéc thi sao, ho ¢6 biét chuyén nay khéng? Anh Oyama
chang han?”

“Khong ai bié€t ca. Dai rirong khong nhay bén d€n mirc &y, voi lai anh
ta cling chang ban tdm t&i chuyén ctia ngwoi khac.”

Pai twdng chic 12 Oyama Masahiro.
Naomi hai tay ch6ng nanh, ngé xudng anh ngwoi yéu ci.
“Thé& sao cd nhan tinh d6 cua anh lai bi€n mat?”

“Anh da bao khong bi€t ma lai. Nhw em tha’y da’y, anh va co &y udng
reou ra't vui vé. Sau dé anh di tim, roi dot nhién, co6 Ay mé ctra, 16 miit vao
vanoi.”

“N6i? Néi gi co?”

“Tam biét.”

“Tam biét?”

“Gio thi toi biét bdn tinh thdt cua anh roi. Toi ding la con ngdc. Toi
thdy minh thdt chang ddng song. Vdy nén... tam biét!” Mit Miyahara ngo
ngan nhin vao khoang khong nhw th€ dang nh¢ lai chuyén lic d6. Sau day
anh ta quay qua nhin Naomi. “C6 &y néi vy roi di mat. Anh ciing toan gitw
lai, khG ndi ldc 4y ngwoi dang tran nhwe nhong. R'6i anh cudng cudng lao ra
ngoai hanh lang, nhung lic d6 chang thd'y bong dang c6 &'y dau ntra.”

Naomi gwom gwom nhin Miyahara. “Thé tred'c @6 anh néi gi voi cd
fayd ‘?”
Ay’

“Anh c6 né6i gi dau. Bon anh chi vui vé udng rwou thoi.”
“Khéng néi gi ma ty nhién c¢6 &y lai néi v&i anh nhitng loi nhw vy a?”

“Sao anh bi€t dworc. Anh cling mudn hédi c6 ay day.”



Naomi vira cho'p mat lién h'di, vira bwdc vE phia ctra s6. Rém ctra mé
toang, canh dém tuyét dep bén ngoai trai ra tredc mat.

C6 tha minh xu6ng gh€ sofa bén canh. L& ra cd khong dwoc phép lam
vay tredc mat khach, song ldc nay ¢6 hét mudn coi Miyahara 1a khach roi.

Cb lai dwa mét nhin 1én mit ban. O’ mot géc khay @6 nhiam, kem tring
con thwra vo s6.

“Thé& tém lai hai ngwoi da néi chuyén gi?”

“Toan chuyén vo6 thwdng vo phat thoi, thong bao tinh hinh gan day, roi
chon qua du lich.”

“Anh c& nh¢ lai xem nao. C6 th€ v&i anh toan chuyén trén troi dwdi dat
nhung bi€t dau chiing lai khi€n ¢6 &y ton thwong thi sao?”

“Em néi vy nhung anh that chang nghi ra dwoc gi. Vi lai gio dau phai
ldc chiing ta ban ludn chuyén d6? Phai tim ¢ ay tredc da chir.” Miyahara
khé& ctt dong dau goi, chirng nhur bat dau dién tiét. “Trudc cd Ay cling bay
tro nay nhi€u lan roéi.”

“Bay tro? Tro gi co'?”

“Thi ty sét khong thanh &y.”

Naomi nghen 1o trong gidy lat. R'6i ¢6 nud't nwde bot, hodi: “That a?”

“PAu tién 1a cét ¢4 tay, sau thi udng thudc ngi. Cling may ca hai I'an déu
khong nguy hiém gi 1dm.”

“Sao ¢6 &Yy lai lam toi mirc d6? Anh biét déng co 1a gi khong?”

“Anh chju,” Miyahara ngtra hai ban tay ra. “Hinh nhw thi thoang than
kinh c6 4y khong dwoe 6n dinh cho 1dm. Va nhirng lic nhw vy, ¢6 1am gi
cung vo0 ich.”

Naomi chau may, nhé lai chuyén ban nay Miyahara k€.

“Co ay bao ‘t6i thd’y minh that chaalng dang song...” a? Nghe c6 vé
khdng duorc t8t 1anh cho 18m. Anh bdo canh sdt chwa?”

Miyahara 14c dau that manh. “Sao anh ddm?”

“Tai sao?”



“Em con hoi tai sao...”
“Anh s¢’ chuyén ngoai tinh dén tai vor a?”

“Khong chi ¢6 vay. X 1y khong khéo ¢6 khi con phién ha dén Pai
twong va ca cong ty ntra.”

“Cuing 14m 12 anh bj dudi viéc chir gi,” Naomi lanh ling tuyén b’

Miyahara im bét. R'6i anh ta cdi gdm xudng, mit traim ngam.

Naomi dirng ddy, lai gan ta dau givong.

“Em dinh lam gi?” anh ta hai.

“T6i goi xudng quay 1€ tAn chir gi nira. Phdi bdo v&i quén 1y ca dém d&
tim hudng giai quyét.” Quén ly ca d¢m ma c6 néi 1a ngwoi phu trach bod
phin budng phong vao ca dém.

Naomi vira m&i nha’c 6ng nghe 1én, Miyahara da lao t&i, gior tay ra, &n
ntt tit. “Em dirng 1am khé anh vy chi.”

“Anh binh tinh nghi ma xem, chuyén nay lién quan d€n mang nguoi
day.”

“Anh khong bié€t ma lai cu ctru em thé& nay a?”

“Mot nhan vién khach san quen nhw t61 thi gitp gi dworc anh?”

“Néu lam 1&n chuyén, hinh anh khéach san sé khong tranh khéi bi anh
hwdng. Con néu ct d€ vay, du ¢ chuyén gi, khach san ciing vo can. Em
c¢6 the nhim mét cho qua dwoc ma? Anh xin thé sé& khong tiét 16 chuyén da
trao doi voi em.”

“Hinh anh khach san khong lién quan gi & day ca...”

“Xin em d4%y, thanh that xin 16i em,” tay vAn 4 nit tit, Miyahara cti
dau.

Naomi quay mat di, theé" roi cai gat tan dit canh d6 lot vao madt cd. Trong
do ¢6 hai dau loc thudc 14 mau trang van con tan thudc. C6 khong ro loai
nao, nhung ¢ vé 12 loai di€u nhod van dwoc cdnh phu nit wa chudng.

Co quay lai nhin Miyahara. Anh ta van dang cii d4u. C6 nhin ra xody
toc anh ta da pha't pho’ vai s¢ii bac. Con nguoi nay méi bude sang tudi bam



th6i ma...
Naomi thé dai, “T6i hi€u roi, tdi sé khong ndi vori ai.”
Miyahara nguwdc mat 1én, “That khéng?”
“That.”

“May qua,” tréng anh ta nhw trit dwgrc ganh ngng, roi anh ta lai tha
minh xuéng giwong.

Naomi dap d'ng nghe xudng.

“Thé& gio anh tinh sao? Ban nay t6i cling ndi r'oi dd’y, tai hén stec mon
nhuw t61 khong gidp gi dwoc anh dau.”

“Em c6 cach nao hay ho dé’tim c6 &y khong?”
“Anh goi dién cho c0 &y chwa?”

“Anh goi mi r'di, nhung dién thoai van tit nguon. Anh gtti cd tin nhin
thoai 14n tin nhin thwdng, nhung khong thay h'di 4m gi ca.”

Naomi vira 1ic d4u vira ng6i lai xudng sofa. “Anh gip cd &y & dau?”
Miyahara kh6 nhoc mé miéng, dap: “Mot cau lac bd & Kitashinchi.”
“Nw phuc vu a? Co 8y qué & dau?”

“(¥ dau &y nhi?” Miyahara nghiéng dau. “Ma em hdi nhitng chuyén nay
lam gi?”

“Xem anh c6 thong thudc dia ly khong 2y ma. The cd &y c6 ban than
khong?”

“Hum, may chuyén d6 anh chwa ting héi.”

Naomi suy nghi. Mt minh roi khach san, ¢ 8y ¢6 the' di dau dwore nhi?
C6 khi nao cd 8y di udng ti€p de gidi khuay khong? N&u ding thé thi
Ningyo ngay day, Ginza cting khong qua xa.

Miyahara khoanh tay, ngoeo hin c& sang mot bén. Hin 12 anh ta dang ra't
mét moi.

“Ma nay, sao anh lai lam & cong ty giai tri cia Oyama vay? Khong phai
an d6 anh xin viéc & mot cong ty ba't dong san sao?” Naomi hdi.



Miyahara ngang dau 1én, vira ceoi nhat viea gai gai dau.

“Anh c6 lam & d6 nhwng sau tinh hinh kinh doanh cua cong ty bi dat
qud, anh bj cho vao dién cit gidm nhan sw. H6i ¢4y anh chi 12 nhan vién
hop dong thdi ma.”

“Ralavaya...”

“C6 em ho anh choi than voi vo Dai twdng. Ma chi vo &y lai 1a giam
d6’c cong ty Oyama Production. Nho' m&i quen biét d6 anh dwore nhén vao
lam. H6i d&’y vua ding dip ngwoi quan 1y kiém 1di xe xin nghi, cong ty
dang phai tim nguoi thay thé.”

“Hurm, ttr nhan vién ba't dong san nhdy phét qua quan 1y nghé si a?”

“Dén anh con kinh ngac co’ ma. Anh dau c6 nghi moi chuyén lai thanh ra
nhw vdy. Nhung lam r'6i méi thay ciling thi. C6 khi con hgp v&i anh nira 1a
ddng khac.” Miyahara vui vé gidi bay, nhwng r'6i, nhw syc tinh ra, anh ta
chau may. “Chét that, gio' dau phai ldc han huyén tdm sy chir. Phai mau
chong tim c6 ay.”

“Mai anh sé di nwore ngoai a?”

“Um. Anh sang TAy Ban Nha xem béng d4, theo mdt chwong trinh
truyén hinh. Hon 7 gio sdng mai anh phai roii khdi day roi.”

Naomi nhin dong h'6 deo tay, gan mot gio’ saing. R'6i ¢6 ding day.

“Em di dau vay?” Miyahara hoi.

“Anh bao phai tim c¢6 &y ma? P& tdi nghi xem c6 cach gi khong.”

“Th& anh phai lam gi bay gio?”

“Anh ctr & day di. Biét dau c6 2y quay lai.”

“U nhi, anh hiéu r6i.”

Naomi vira m&i dom bwdre di ra phia cira thi thodng trong thd’y thi gi d6
anh 1én duwdi gam giwong. Nhin k¥ hda ra 1a hoa tai. C6 nhat né 1én, phin
trang tri hinh trdi tim mau phét hong khé dung dwa. Chic 13 Nishimura
Mieko da danh roi.



Naomi toan dit n6 1én mat t dau giwvong nhwng r'oi lai théi. Nho dau ¢
Ay chi 1am roi mot chi€c, va gior van dang deo chiéc kia. N&u ding vay
chi€c bong tai nay s€ thanh vat nhan dang d€ hdi nhan chirng.

Co6 rat mét tor gid'y an, boc bong tai lai, nhét vao tii 4o khoac.



“¢ K hong. i khong thiy.”

Vira m&i li&c mét nhin chiéc bong tai Naomi chia ra, Sugishita, nhan
vién hanh 1y da 14c dau. C6 da thir hdi xem anh ¢ gdp ngudi phu nir deo
mot bén bong tai nhw vy khong. N6i 1a nhan vién hanh ly nhung Sugishita
vao lam tred'c ¢6 mdt ndm, thanh thr vé di€m ti€p xdc v&i khach, anh day
dan kinh nghi€ém hon Naomi nhi€u. Ch.’fmg th& ma tw khi dwore di€u chuyén
t&i viin phong 1€ tan, ¢d hdi han anh rat nhiéu.

“Hinh nhw ¢6 &y mac vdy lién than mau xdm, ddng manh khanh, mat
thanh ta.”

“T6i & day sudt nhwng khong thd’y dau. Ma bong tai gi chir, gio’ day

khéch ntr con chaalng c6 ntra la. TA't nhién cling c6 thé' 1a t6i khong de'y .

Sugishita dang néi dén vi tri ciia ban doi tredng d6i hanh 1y. Tw day ¢6
th€ quan sat toan bd hanh lang khach san. Va ta't nhién c6 the thay hét
khach ra vao twe sanh chinh.

“C6 chuyén gi voi nguoi d6 vay?”
“A, khong c6 gi quan trong dau a...”

“HOm nay cd khong phai lam ca d&m ding khong? Néu chuyén khong
quan trong thi ¢ giao lai cho ai d6 giai quyét roi vé nha nghi ngoi di.”

“Véng, t6i hi€u r'6i a.” Naomi ndi 1o cdm on r'oi roi khéi do.
Hanh lang khéch san vé dém vang tanh vang ngat. D&én ca bar trong
khach san ciing da dong ctra.



Naomi ding & chd twong hanh lang, nhin chong chong vé phia sanh
chinh, la that ddy, c6 nghiéng dau. Nishimura Mieko c6 bd di cling phai sau
11 gi¢r. Nhung trude d6, ngwdi qua ké lai hin ciing chi lodng thodng. Mot
ngwoi wu td trong s6 nhieng nhan vién hanh 1y ludn doi hdi sy tip trung toi
da nhw Sugishita khong thé nhin sét dworc.

Nhwng nhw ¢6 vira li€c nhanh qua man hinh dau cud’i, Nishimura Mieko
chwa hé tra phong. Néu nhw ¢6 ta khong dinh quay lai khach san thi phai
thanh todn ti€n lu6n r'oi ch? C6 ta dang dat coc bay van yén co’ ma. Hay
cO ta dinh ty t& that, nén khong mang chuyén tién nong nira?

Vira mong lung nghi vy, ¢d vira bat gidc nhin vé phia quiy 1€ tan.
Diing ldc vi 1€ tAn dan anh vira trd chuyén ban ndy dang nghe dién thoai.
Mait anh ta 16 16 vé nghiém trong.

Naomi thdy dang ngo, bén tién lai gan.

Vi 1€ tAn dan anh nhén ra c6 sau khi dit dng nghe xud'ng, mét anh ta m&
to, vé thang thot.

“C0 van chwa vé 4?7
“To1 quén chut do a. Nhung ma c6 chuyén gi the”a?”

“Khong c6 chuyén gi ca. Vi khach & phong presidential suite ban nay
go1 phuc vu d6 cao ca’p qua nén phia nha be€p goi xac nhén thdi. Toi ¢ goi
dién t&i cong ty thé tin dung ki€m tra r'6i, khong c6 ai bdo mat thé ca, cling
khong thdy tén ngwoi nay trong danh sach den. Nén t6i bdo lai véi nha bép
l1a khong c¢6 van dé gi.”

“Ath&'a...”

Chuyén nay thinh thoang ciing c6. Chglng han, nghi tai khach san, &n
udng toan d6 hao hang xong, gdp hét tién thanh todn vao ti€n phong r'oi cir
thé bd di ma khong them lam thu tuc gi hét. T4t nhién thé d€’lai coi nhw
tién ddt coc cling chéng dang gi. bay 1a mot manh quen thudc cta “thuyén
trrdng.” Nhwng nghe chuyén vira roi, Naomi doan vi khach I'an nay khong
phai dang do.

“Luc giao ca toi c6 nghe chuyén roi. Anh Kuga da dung chit manh khoe
ding khong? Vay chéc vi khach nay khong thudc dang c4 biét dau.”



Naomi cling 1o mo’ nhé chuyén lic vi khach d6 nhan phong. Vi khach
d6 mang ho Kamoto, m6t ngwoi dan 6ng gian di. Khi &y Kuga phu trach
lam thu tyuc nén Naomi cling khong nhin r& mét ngwoi nay.

Naomi dwa mét nhin mdy dau cudi, trén d6 hién thi noi dung phuc vu
phong xa hoa kia. Chi liéc mét ¢d cling nhan ra tén loai reeo'u va mén dn
thwong hang dang hién thj trén d6. Hon nira @6 an con dwoce lwu y ra't chi
tiet.

Thé roi, trong luc nhin man hinh, dau Naomi chot 16e 1€n mot suy nghi.
C6 lién vong ra sau quay 1€ tan, budc vé phia hanh lang danh cho nhan
vién, di thang may xudng tang ham B1. Nha b&p lam nhirng mén an theo
yéu cAu cta khach nam & day.

O gitta nha b&p va 167 di c6 dit mot quidy, mot nhan vién hanh 1y tré
dang lang 1& ding d6. Nhin thd'y Naomi, ciu ta khong gidu noi sy boi roi.
“O' chi Yamagishi, ¢6 chuyén gi vay a?”

Naomi khong ddp ma héi ludn cdu ta: “Cau chor d€ mang d6 1én phong
presidential suite da’y a?”

“Vang. Vi khich nay khdng khiép 14m. Py 12 chai Dom Pérignon thi
hai r'6i dd'y a.” Cau ta vira diet 1o thi dau bép tré di toi, dat x6 1am lanh
dung chai Dom Pérignon lén mat quay.

“T6i ¢6 chidt chuyén nay mudn nho ciu,” Naomi nhin cu nhan vién
hanh 1y néi, hai tay chp lai, dit treére ngue. “Cau c6 th€ gidp tdi khong?
Ca doi t6i s€ chi nho cdu I'an nay thoi.”



aomi bj ti€ng chudng dién thoai lam tinh gid’c. Nhung khong phai

chudng bdo thirc cai dit sin ma la chudng bo cudc goi d&n. Cé diéu
chuyén nay ciing khdng ndm ngoai du liéu ctia c6. C6 kiém tra, dd hon 6
gio sdng.

“Vang.” Co dap.

“Alo. Anh, Takashi ddy. Em ngu dwoc khong?”

“Mot chut.”

“Vay a. Lam phién em qud. Nhung em yén tim di nhé, c6 &y vwra quay
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lai ro1.

“Co 2y da & dau vay?”

“Co Ay udng rwou trong mot quan bar gan khach san. Gio dang tam.”

“Bara...”

“Nghe vé em khong ngac nhién 1dm nhi.”

“A khong, t6i vin chwra hinh dung ra dwoc thoi. Nhung the tdt qua roi
con gi.”

“Anh cling hét via that, nhwng gio’ thi an tAm rdi. Xin 16i vi da lam
phién em nhé.”

“Toi1 c6 lam gi dau, cling chéng tim dwore ¢6 &y ma.”

“Em gitp the'1a anh vui r6i. Cim on em.”



Naomi nh&ch méi. C6 ching biét phai ddp lai ra sao, danh “Um” mot
ti€ng cho xong chuyén.

“Anh chuan bi di day.”

“Anh thirc tring d&m qua con gi, khong sao da’y ch?”

“Anh s€ ngl trén mdy bay. Ma gic em dang & dau vay?”

“T6i dang & phong nghi giai lao cho nhén vién bén tda van phong.”

“Vay a. Va't va cho em qua. Ma... gio' minh ¢6 th€ néi chuyén chut
khong em?”

Thay Naomi im lang, anh ta thém: “C6 chuyén nay anh mu6n néi truedc
vOoiem.”

“Vang.” Co dap.

“Anh chuan bi xudng dwdi hanh lang roi day. Bgi anh trd phong xong,

minh ¢6 th€' néi chuyén ba't ¢t ldc nao tién cho em... Cam on em. S€ khong
mat nhiéu thoi gian cia em dau.”

“Um, vay gip anh sau.”

Ngit dién thoai, Naomi dirng diy khoi chiéc giwong chit hep. Pay 1a
Tan dau tién c6 ngd & phong giai lao.

Rira mat xong xudi, Naomi ddn do khong bi€t nén an van sao cho horp.
Cudi cung cd quy€t dinh s€ mac dong phuc. C6 trang di€ém that nhanh roéi
roi khoi toa van phong.

Hanh lang khéach san buoi sang som khong hin ndo nhiét nhung cling
lac dac ké qua nguwoi lai. Nhirng vi khach Tan lwot di ra tie thang may déu
nhim hudng quiay 1& tin. Khong biét ho c6 hai 1ong v&i khodng thoi gian &
khdch san khong nhi? Ctr mdi '4n nhin gwong mit khach, Naomi lai thic
méc diéu dé.

Cudi cuing ¢0 cling thi’y than hinh diy da ciia Oyama Masahiro. Di sau
anh ta 1a mot cyu tuyén thi bong chay nira va Miyahara Takashi.

Miyahara sai chan budc vé phia quay I€ tan. Va trong ldc anh ta 1am thi
tuc trd phong, hai nguoi kia ng'6i xuéng sofa chuyén tro. Thé r'o6i mét nhém
ngwoi trong nhw ¢ gia dinh lai gan d6. Trong nhém &y con ¢ ca tré con.



Chwrng nhw ho dang xin chyp anh chung v&i hai ngeoi kia. Oyama
twdng ta dir dan nhin ho cwdi than thién. “Pworc chix,” ¢d nhin khau hinh
miéng dodn anh ta da dip vay.

MA&y nguoi trong gia dinh no lién tuc thay d6i bi€u cam khuon mat,
chup 1i€n may tdm. Vay nhwng Oyama tuyét nhién khéng té vé kho chiu,
vui vé& phdi hop v&i ho dén tan ldc cudi. Xong xudi anh ta con bit tay tam
biét. Ca gia dinh &’y cdi dau khong ngdt, sau d6 vui vé roi di.

Chaalng ma’y chd'c, Miyahara cling quay lai sau khi da lam thu tuc trd
phong xong. Anh ta thodng li€c mét vé phia Naomi, roi din hai nguoi
Oyama ra bén ngoai sanh. C6 chic mam ho da thué xe va l4i xe riéng, qua
ctra kinh, Naomi thd’y hai nguoi ngdi vao hang ghé sau cua xe.

Miyahara van ding d6, vdy ma xe da chuyén banh. Sau khi nhin chiéc
xe di khudt, anh ta m&i tré lai vao trong khach san, chay t¢i chd Naomi.
“Xin 16i d€ em doi 1au.”

“Anh khong di cung ho thé cling dworc a?”

“Anh vién c¢& thl tuc chwa xong va bao ho doii chit. Chiing ta ng'di
xuo6ng da nhi.” Miyahara chi vao gh€ sofa bén canh.

“Anh clr ng'6i di. T6i ding vay dwore 1'61.”

“Th& thoi, anh cling dirng luén.” Miyahara dang toan ng6i xu6ng nhanh
chéng dirng thang lai. “Xin 161, da 1am kho cho em.”

“Khong sao. The¢ anh mudn néi chuyén gi?”

“Um,” anh ta cdi dau xudng trong gidy 1t roi lai ngang 1én. “That ra, ¢
chuyén nay anh phai xin 156i em.” Anh ta m& miéng, chirng nhw vira nudt
nwde bot. “Anh da néi doi.”

“Hwum,” Naomi nhéch moi. “D¢€ tdi doan nhé?”

Mait Miyahara 10 16 vé thang thot.

“That ra cd Nishimura Mieko chang c¢6 quan hé gi v&i anh ca. Nguwoi
tom tem v&i cO ta la Oyama Masahiro kia. T6i doan ding khong?”
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Anh ta thodng ling ting, r'di lai chéd'p méit. “Em biét r'oi a?”



“Pwong nhién. Anh dirng coi thwedng mét nhin cia nhan vién khach san
th& chw.”

“Sao em bi€t dwore?”” Naomi nhin vai.

“Pon gian thdi. Phong ¢6 ta 1a phong hiit thudc, ta't nhién s€ c6 gat tan,
nhung trén d6 lai c¢é dau loc ctia hai loai thud'c 14. Trong khi anh da chon
phong khdng hiit thudc, nghiém nhién nguwoi hiit diéu thudc kia khong the
la anh dworc.”

“Ciing c6 th&'1a ¢d &y hit cht?”
Naomi khé 1§c dau.

“T6i khong nghi vay. Anh khong d€'y ly sim-panh a. o miéng ly cé vet
son, vdy ma dau loc thudc lai tring tinh. Anh khong tha’y chuyén d6 ky la
sao?”

Miyahara hoi hé miéng ra. Nhin thd’y bi€u hién d6, Naomi mim cuwoi.

“Turc cling khdng phai ¢6 &y hidt. Vay thi 1a ai? Téi nghi ngeoi khién
anh chju th&  than nhw vy chi c6 mot ma thoi.”

Miyahara nhin mit, mién cuong gt dau.

“Ra 12 vdy. Ping 12 mét nhan vién khdch san sic bén that day.”

“Tém lai nhirng chuyén ma anh da néi déu la chuyén ctia Oyama diing
khong?”

“Um, khong sai.”

Anh ta thé dai, dwa tay co co vao mét, sau d6 cham rdi ké.

Theo loi Miyahara, Nishimura Mieko tén that 1a Yokota Sonoko va mdi
quan hé ba't chinh cda hai ngwoi kéo dai da ba nam nay. Chuyén ¢6 ta lam
ti€p vién nha hang & Kitashinchi 1a that. Moi tudn Oyama s€ ghé nha co ta
mot [an. M&1 quan hé cta ho 1a vay.

Thé& nhung, dao gan day, vor Oyama da bat dau nghi ngo'. PAm ra, mbi
Tan nhw vay Oyama déu phai tim céch tao bang chirng ngoai pham gia. Va
tat nhi€n, anh ta giao viéc dé cho Miyahara.



“Anh phaéi vién dai ma’y ¢& nhw Oyama c6 lich di 4n cling nguoi quen,
roi gip g& nguoi & ddi bong chay cii, ki€u vay.”
“Anh ciing va't va qua nhi,” Naomi thic tim ddng cam v&i anh ta.

“VAat thi cling va't that, nhung hai ba ti€ng anh con lo liéu dworc, chir khé
nhan nhat 1a nhirng hom Pai twedng ngu lai nha & kia kia. Nhirng Ian nhw
th& anh lai phai nghi ra may cdi c& ngé ngan kiéu hai nguwdi bon anh di tim
x6ng hoi r'oi 1o ngd quén & do toi sang ludn.”

“Sao anh khong néi khé d€ anh ta dwng choi qua dém ntra?”

“Anh chéng ndi chén ra roi. Anh &y mom thi néi “T6i hi€u roi’ nhwng
sau dau lai vao d&y, cr vai T4n t&i nha ki€ gi cling c6 T4An qua dém. Chéc &
Sonoko kia ciing nhdng nh€o doi anh &y & lai. Ma Pai twedng thi khong the
tw chdi & d6.”

“Nhung chging phdi chi vor kia ma phat hién, anh ta s& ma't ca chi 1an
chai sao?”

“Pai twrdng ciing biét 1a the’, nhung chéc vin c6 ldc khong the 1am khac
dwore. Anh cling k€ cho em chuyén a kia ty tir khong thanh nhiéu [an roéi
ding khong? Pam Pai twedng lo minh vé nho dau ¢6 ta lai nghi quan, cudi
cung danh & lai.”

“Chuyén nay phién phtrc qua.”

“Quad phién &y chir. Nhwng Tan nay con rdi nhw to’ vo diy. Pai twong
mudn dan 4 ta di TAy Ban Nha ciing cho bing dwoc.”

“Sao co’?” Naomi nga ca nguoi ra phia sau. “That a? Thé tirc 1a cd Ay
cting di cung ludn a?”
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“Um, kh the’ da’y. Vay nén Pai tedng mdi bat anh hiénh k& Th& roi anh
da nghi ra cach, la ca hai nguoi ho sé di riéng r'oi gap nhau & d6.”

“Anh da nghi ra dwore nhw vy sao dém qua khong d€ ho nghi & hai noi
khac nhau?”

“Anh ciing @& xuat roi, kho ndi Oyama lai bdo chzatng ma’y khi duoc ty
do nhwr the’ ma khong 1am gi thi phi 1im. Nhuwng nhur em thay day, cudi
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cung chuyén lai lanh tanh banh hét.



Oyama goi dién cho Miyahara ldc 11 gio’ d&m qua r'oi giuc anh ta dé€n
phong 1105 ngay. Miyahara thwra bi€t d6 1a phong ctia Yokota Sonoko.

Dén noi mai phat hién chi ¢c6 minh Oyama dang doii & d6, khong thay
Sonoko dau. Miyahara da s¢'m ¢6 dy cam chang lanh song van ci't ti€ng
héi Oyama: “Cé chuyén gi vay a?”

Chuyén Oyama thuit lai cho Miyahara cting khong khac may ndi dung
anh da k€ Naomi nghe.

Ring trong lic Oyama dang tdm thi cira phong tim ddt ngdt mé ra,
Sonoko budng lai cau néi kia roi bo di mat.

“Pai twdng doi di tim 4 ta nhwng anh can. Vi nhw thé" dé giy chid y 14m.
R'6i anh con bao sé nghi cach, giuc Pai twdng ¢ vé phong trede. Nhung
anh nao c¢6 nghi ra dwgrc cach gi hay ho. Chi ¢6 the nghi ra d6i sach cho
trrong hop xa'u nha't théi.”

“Trwong hop xdu nhat...”

“Tat nhién la treong hop a ta ty ti. Anh cling ¢6 xem xét can phong r'oi,
ta't nhién. Ki€u gi canh sat chang tim ki€m nguwoi dan 6ng ho nghi da &
cung 4. BD&n lic d6 ma anh m&i ra mat nhan thi mudn réi. Nén anh ¢in mot
nhan chirng.”

“Va nhan chirng d6 1a t6i?”

“Anh ciing khd tAm 18m khi phdi phién d&n em. Nhuwng chi c6 1am vay
ma&i bao vé dwoe Pai twong.”

Naomi chau may, nhin Miyahara cham cham.

“Anh phai bao vé anh ta d&n mic 'y co’ a? Tai sao? Vi anh ta 1a mié€ng
com manh do cua anh?”

Naomi da doan chac Miyahara s& ndi dién, vdy ma bi€u cam cua anh ta
van chang hé suy suyéhn.

“Em noi the” cling khong sai. Khong ¢6 anh &y ding 1a bon anh c¢6 1€ s€
chét d6i. Nhing khong chi vi vy thdi dau. Anh Ay dang chip canh wéc mor
cho ra't nhiéu ngwoi. Em nghi nhirng ¢t home-run ctia anh &y da ti€p thém
diing khi va dong vién cho bao nhiéu ngwoi? Du da gidi nghé nhung hién



gior anh &y van 12 anh hiing ctia vo s ngwoi dd’y. Va nhirng ngwoi d6 van
dang ing hd anh 4y. Anh khong thé€ pha hily nhirng gid’c mo’ cia ho dwoc.”

Biéu cam cwong quy€t dé ctia Miyahara chfmg hé 1an chdt t ti nao.
Nguwoc lai con thodng vé ty hao la dang khac.

Ra la viy, Naomi ty nhd. Pung 14 167 s6ng nay c¢6 vé hgp v&oi con nguoi
anh ta that. Con nguoi ludn sin sang hy sinh vi hanh phiic ctia ngwoi khéc
va ludn cho rang hanh phiic ctia ngwoi d6 ciling chinh 1a hanh phdc cia
minh.

Thé nén em hdy c6’ma xem cd phan cua anh nita nhé, cau tham thi trong
rap chi€u phim ngay nao chot vong vEé bén tai Naomi.

“Anh khong c6 cach nao khi€n anh ta ch&m dit chuyén ling nhang nay
dia?’

Nghe Naomi héi vay, Miyahara nhin vai.

“Anh cling mudn 1dm chit. Nhung anh ¢6 néi ciing vo ich thdi. Ngudi
nhw anh &y s€ khong thay doi cach sdng chi vi loi khuyén cta ai d6 dau.
Nhung cling chinh nho thé’ ma anh &y m&i d€lai dwge bao ti€ng thom nhw
vay d&’y. Chi con cach doi cho dén khi Pai twdng nhan ra viéc ngoai tinh s€
chang dem lai l¢i 16¢ gi cho cudc doii anh &y théi.”

“Tuc la twe gior dén luc Ay, anh s€ ti€p tuc bao che cho anh ta ding
khong?”

“Thi d6 la cong viéc ctia anh ma,” néi roi mat Miyahara tré nén nghi€ém
nghi. “Chuyén anh vira néi, em nh& gite bi mat...”

Naomi cwoi kho. “T6i ndi ra lam gi.”

“Cam on em. VAay phién em nhé. Nhwng ma...” Miyahara lai nhin chim
cham vao mat Naomi. “Tai sao em bi€t anh déng gia ma khong phanh
phui?”

Naomi lwong Iy khong bi€t ¢d nén trd 101 cdu hodi nay hay khong. Co ¢6
th€ vo vit cho qua, nhwng khd ndi d61 phwong khong phai ai khac ma lai 12
ngwoi yéu cii. Thanh thir, d€ ngwoi d6 hi€u hon veé ¢b & hién tai, Naomi
danh néi:

“Nhan vién khach san khong dwgc phép 16t mat na ctia khach.”



“Mat na?”

“Dau mit na 4y ¢6 kém tinh t& d&n ndi chiing t6i nhin thi'u dwoc khudn
mat that cia khach.”

Miyahara b&1 r6i nhin ¢6, nhung cudi ciing anh ta cling nhéch mdi cwoi.
“Ra la vay. Em chic ciing trr hao vé cong viéc ctia minh 14m nhi.”
“Chuyén do thi dwong nhién roi.”

Miyahara git dau, nhin @ong h'6.

“Chéc anh phai di thdi. Gio nay khéo Pai twrdng bit dau néng mau roi.”
Naomi tién anh ta ra d&n tredc sanh chinh.

“Vay, chiic quy khach thwong 10 binh an a,” sau khi dudi thaalng lung,
Naomi lich sy chao. “Rat mong lai dwoc don ti€p quy khéach.”

Miyahara nhoén miéng cwoi, gt ddu, roi roi di.

Sau khi tién Miyahara di khdi, Naomi m&i thé phao nhe nhdm, nhin
dong h'd xem gior. Pa gan 7 gio sang. N&u ¢d ging vé that nhanh thi cd
van ¢6 th€ ngt thém dwoe khodng ba tiéng nira.

Pung luc cd6 dom quay g6t di veé phia tda van phong thi thodng trong
thdy Yokota Sonoko dang lam thu tuc trd phong & quiay I€ tin. Naomi dirng
chan, ding d6 quan st tinh hinh.

Sau khi Iam xong thu tuc, Yokota Sonoko di vé phia sanh chinh, mat
diém nhién nhw khong. Chéc hin gior co ta sé 1én xe bus hoic bét taxi d€ t&i
san bay Narita.

Naomi rao buwdc ti€n lai gan Yokota Sonoko, ci't ti€ng goi: “Quy
khéach!”

Yokota Sonoko dirng lai, quay ra nhin c6 v&i vé nghi ngai.
Naomi 16i g6i khan gid’y tw trong tdi 4o khodc, mé ra cho c6 ta xem.

“To6i nhat dwgre nd & trén hanh lang. Khong bi€t ¢6 phai &6 cua quy
khach khong a?”



G6i bén trong to’ khan gid’y chinh 1a chi€c bong tai no. “A,” mat Yokota
Sonoko trong c¢6 vé 6n hoa hon.

“Pung roi, cia toi da'y, Bi€t 1a danh roi nhwng t6i tim mai ma khong
tha’y,” N6i doan ¢6 ta nhon 18y chi€c bong tai. “Co bao nhdt dwoc & hanh
lang a?”

“T6i thd’y né roi & ngay tredre cira phong.”

“Vay ... Mét c6 ciing tinh nhi.”

“Nhung ma,” Naomi van néi ti€p. “Toi tha'y né tredc ctra phong 2450,
phong presidential suite chir khdng phai phong 1105.”

Mt Yokota Sonoko nhw cit khdng con giot mdu. Nhung thodt ci,
khudn mat d6 da lai h'ong hao tré lai. Hién hiru trong anh mét nhw dang
gurom gwrom nhin Naomi 4y khong phai ndi x4u hd ma 1a sy tire gian.

“C6 vé cd bi€t chuyén gi d6 nhi,” ¢6 ta ndi, giong nghe c¢6 phan cay ddc.

“Khéng sao, toi s€ khong hé miéng v&i anh Miyahara dau.”

“Miyahara...” Yokota Sonoko ném 4nh mét ngo viec vé phia Naomi.
“C0 voi anh ta la quan hé thé nao?”

“Ciling chi quen biét sor so thdi. Pém qua anh ta c6 loi nho nén t6i cling
da sot sdng di tim ¢d.”

“Va... co da tim duoc?”

Naomi don nhan anh nhin nhw dam theamg vao minh cta Yokota Sonoko,
mim cwoi. “Pém qua, t6i 1a ngwoi da phuc vu chai Dom Pérignon thir hai
cho ¢d.”

Mit cd ta mé to, “Khdng thé ndo...”

“That da’y. Lic d6 cd dang dirng & ctra s& ngdm canh dém. Tdi con nhé
khi &Yy cdi tdi x4ch hiéu Prada cta c6 dang ndm trén sofa don ngoai phong
khéich.”

Naomi khong néi d6i. Hom qua c¢6 da n6i khé v&i nhan vién hanh 1y d€
cu ta cho ¢6 mang rugru 1€n phong khach. Kamota, ngwoi dan 6ng da ky
1én héa don tuyét nhién khdng may may nghi ngo. Cling phai théi, khi d6
Naomi dang van dong phuc khéch san.



“Tai sao c0 biét toi & trong phong d6?”

“Rat don gidn. T6i dd tha'y phan kem chua thira trén khay @6 nham &
trong phong 1105. T61 dodn cai khay &y ban dau 1a mon banh quy x6p phét
kem chua, trén cling con kém ca triing ¢4 mudi. Mot mén &6 nhim tuyét
voi cling rrg'u sim-panh. VAy ma kem chua lai bi chwra lai. T6i da tham
nghi ‘ngwoi nay la ghé.” Thé r'oi chfmg lau sau do, phong 2450 lai ddt phuc
vu mQt mon y hét. Chaalng nhtrng thé khach phong dé con yéu cau khong
ph€t kem chua. Thay viy ai ma chflng d6 doan phai chang ay 1a cing mét
ngwoi? Vai lai, téi ¢6 hdi nhieng khdng nhan vién nao thd'y ngwoi phu niv
trong giong ¢ roi khdi khach san ca. Ciing tirc 12 ¢6 van con & dau d6
trong khich san nay.”

“Hurm,” Yokota Sonoko thé hét ra, dwa mét nhin xudng chi€c dong h'o
deo tay. “Co0 ¢6 the cho téi nam phit khong? Toi ¢6 chuyén nay mudn ndi
vOi co.”

“DIIQ’C a.77

Tinh co th€ nao hai ngwoi ho lai ditng & ngay chd Naomi va Miyahara
vira tro chuyén ban nay.

“C0 c6 gia dinh chwa?”
Nghe c6 ta héi vy, Naomi lién dap, “T6i chwa.”

“Thé& a. T6i cling vdy. Nhwng hién t6i da tim dwgc ngwoi minh muén vé
chung mot nha. Nhung ngeoi d6 khong phai anh Oyama. Vi anh &y da cé
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VO
“Li€u nguoi d6 c6 phai 1a ngai Kamota & phong presidential suite?”

“Pung vay,” ¢ ta git dau. “Anh Ay tuy ngoai hinh khong bit méit, ciing
chfmg h€ 161 cu6n, nhung dwore cdi cong viéc li€n quan dé€n mang Internet
lai ra't xudi chéo mat mdi, thu nhdp hang nim phai tinh d&n don vi hang
triéu. Anh 4y vung vé v&i phdi nit 14m thanh ra chuyén gi ciing nghe theo
toi hét. Mot ngwoi dan 6ng nhw vay ch?ing phai qua ly twdng d€ tréd thanh
ban doi sao?”

Naomi khé mim cwoi ddp lai. “Ly twdng ctia moi ngwoi moi khac.”



Mait Yokota Sonoko thoang chiit ham ham nhung ngay sau d6 lai 187y lai
vé nghiém nghi.

“Dao nay anh 4%y bit dau nghi ngd’ tdi c6 ngwdi dan dng khic. Tdi néi s&
di du lich Tay Ban Nha m&t minh nhung cé vé anh &y khong tin. Thé nén
anh &%y da theo toi tor Osaka dén tin day.”

“Theo... A, th& nén vi khdch &y mé&i dit phong ga’p nhw vay.”

“Th& da’y. Gid mot dém can phong d6 tin mwei tam van yén. T6i that
khong ngo anh &Yy lai dé dang d€'16 di€m y&u ctia minh ra nhw vay.” C6 ta
nhé&ch moi. “Ding 1a nhan vién 1€ tAn c6 khéc, nhin 16 van dé ghé.”

“Va vi khach &y da goi c6 t&i phong d6?”” Naomi hoi.

“Um. Vira hay ldc anh Oyama dang tdm. Liic anh &y goi dién d&n bao
hién dang & cuing khach san, tim t6i nhw ngirng dap. R6i anh 4y bao t6i toi
phong, kh& ndi lic 4y tdi chang vién ra dwoc 1y do nao ti t& ca.”

“Nén ¢6 m&i lam ra vé bj kich dong va roi khoi d6?”

“Cuc cheamg da thoi. Nhung toi tha'y cling ¢6 tdc dung da’y chit. Chic co
cling nghe anh Miyahara k€ chuyén t6i ting nhi€u Tan ty t& r'éi ding
khong? Téi chi cho ho nghi ‘Hum, lai ntra 2 thoi.”

Nhin ¢6 ta than nhi€n néi vé chuyén ty ti khong thanh cia minh, Naomi
chot nhan ra.

“Chaalng 1€ nhirng vu ty t kia cling 1a...”

“T6i bay tro thoi, ta't nhién. D€ chi€m dwoc trdi tim cia mot nguoi tai to
mat 1o'n nhw anh Oyama Masahiro thi phai dung chiéu day tho6i.” C6 ta néi
nhe nhw bing, sau d6 nhin mit. “Nhung toi ding 12 ngd'c that dd’y. Lic anh
Kamota bdo s€ goi Dom Pérignon, t6i lai con hiia vao goi trieng cd mudi
chit, d vay con yéu cau khong phét kem chua. That ching ngd lai vi
chuyén d6 ma bi bai 16.”

“C6 khong thich kem chua a?”

“Lam gi ¢6. Chi la, Idc goi mén d6 Tan dau, t6i tha'y phét kem chua Ién
trieng ¢4 mudi thi phi pham qud, tha thwedng thiec vi cda trieng ¢ khong con
hon. Vay nén t6i m&i bd kem chua ra. Ma ¢d cling nén néi voi bép tredng



cta céac cd di, dung c6 bd ma’y thir v&r van vao mot mon thwgng hang nhw
trirng cd mudi nhw thé””

“Co dip to1 s€ nd1,” n61 doan Naomi nhin cham cham d61 phwong. “T61
c6 th€’ hdi cd chuyén nay dwgrc khdong?”

“Chuyén gi vay?”

“Co da gap dworc mot ngwoi dan 6ng 1y twdng nhw vy sao con ¢6 lao
vao chuyén tinh nguy hi€m d6? To6i thd’y that thwa.”

“Hwm,” Yokota Sonoko htr miii. “Céi gi ciing phai ¢6 tuén tw ciia nd
chir. T4t nhién t6i ciing da dinh s€ chia tay Oyama tried'c khi két hon voi
anh Kamota. Kh& ndi chuyén lai khong dé dang nhw vay. Va gio tdi dang &
trong cai thoi ky ay day.”

“Vay nén ¢6 m&i di Tdy Ban Nha cting anh Oyama?”

“Tai anh Oyama ctt nang niic doi toi di cing. Nhung toi nghi day ciing 12
mot co hoi t6t. T6i dinh cudi chuyén di sé ndi loi chia tay v&i anh &y. T6i
ndi that da’y.” C6 ta redn nguoi vE phia Naomi. “Chi khong t6i ndi toac
moi chuyén ra v&i ¢6 lam gi. V&i lai toi cling mudn nho ¢6 gitp cho viéce
nay.”

“Viéc gi vay?”

“T6i doan gior anh Kamota dang say gid'c & trong phong. Anh 8y da
udng rat nhiéu Dom Pérignon. V&i lai, néi that véi cd, tdi da bd thudc ngu
vao mdt trong nhirng cd'c d6. P&€n khi anh &Yy tinh th& nao ciing sé doc
dworc 10i nhin toi d€'lai. Tdi ciing chi vigt maYy chir: “Tha’y anh ngt ngon
qua em khong n& danh thirc nén cr danh vay ma di, anh & nha cho qua Tay
Ban Nha ctia em nhé.” Nhung cd biét dy, gio anh &'y nghi ngo tdi 1dm rdi,
nén sé khong dé dang chap nhan vay dau. Kié€u gi anh 4’y ciing s& tim nhan
vién khach san d€ do hoi xem c6 ding la toi t&i ddy mot minh khong. Anh
2y khong ngai vung tién dau.”

“Tém lai, n€u ngai Kamota hoi gi vE€ ¢ thi cling khong dwoc ndi ra sy
that, y ¢6 la vy dung khong?”

“Ngén gon thi 12 th&". N&u cd chju gilt mdm gilr miéng, tdi s& trd co6 gap
do6i s6' tién ma anh &y d€ nghi. T4t nhi€n la phai sau khi ching t6i da két
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hon.

Naomi thd'y ma minh cang 1&€n. Ngwc c6 ndng ran 1€n vi cam giac kho
chiu. Co6 da bi sy kich ddng chi phdi hoan toan, chi muén vang ra nhirng
loi khé nghe.

DA4u vay Naomi vin ging gurong nén con tirc xudng, c& hét sirc binh
sinh ma mim cwoi.

“Xin quy khéach ¢t yén tdm. Du ¢ ra gia bao nhiéu thi toi cling tuyét do'i
khong d€ ngwoi khac biét dwore bé mit that gidu sau chi€c mat na cia
khach dau a. Du d6 1a mdt gworng mdt xinh xan hay xau xi.”

Khoanh khic nghe dwoc nhitng 16 4y, miit Yokota Sonoko ctrng dor
khong con chit bieu cam. Nhwng d6 tham chi con chzatng phai mat na, th&’
nén trong ctt nhw the s cim ghét dang tich tu trong ngudi co ta sip tran ra
dén ca mat vay.

Nhwng chi may gidy sau d6, chi€c mat na lai nhanh chéng chuyén qua
vé mat croi lanh lung.

“Vay sao. Bugrc thé thi tot qui.” Yokota Sonoko nhin quanh hanh lang.
“Khéch san nay ciing dwoc day. Du chic toi cling chang quay lai Tan hai.”

“To1 rat 12y lam vui vi quy khach da hai long,” néi doan Naomi cii dau
xudng. “Chuc quy khach thwong 10 binh an.”

Naomi khdng nghe tha’y ti€ng cd ta dap 1o, va khi cd ngang mat 1én,
Yokota Sonoko da 1én mot chiéc taxi & triede sdnh chinh.

Guong mdt Miyahara Takashi thodang hién lén trong dau c6. Khong biet

chuyén du lich Tay Ban Nha T'an nay anh ta s€ phai chi€n dau gian kho thé’
nao day.

Thoi thi anh c6’lén nhé, cd’ma bdo vé Paqi twong cia anh.

Nhung con chuyén Miyahara da k€t hon tw hai nam triedre thi ¢ phai
that khong nhi? Naomi tha’y hoi hdi han vi da khong héi lai chuyén do.



LINH MOI LEN SAN



uc anh nhn ra, chudng dién thoai dang reo. N6i dung hon, anh da bi

ti€ng chudéng &y danh thirc. Anh dgng nhOGm ntra ngwoi day, ngd nghiéng
xung quanh. Chié€c giwvong doi to dling anh dang nam day khong phai
giwvong anh. TAt nhién, day cling chang phai phong anh. Dém qua anh da
ngt lai mdt khach san trong thanh phd’. Gio’ trén nguwoi anh chi ¢é doc chiéc
quan dui che than.

Anh mit troi xuyén vao phong qua khe hé rém can néng. Nho chiit 4nh
sdng dé ma anh tim dwgc chi€c dién thoai dang yén vi rung chudng trén ta
dau givong.

Man hinh hiéh thi tén Motomiya, dn anh cia anh. Gwong mit dix din
ma dé&n yakuza con phai chao thua 1o mo’ hién 1én trong dau anh.

“Em Nitta nghe, chao anh.” Vtra nhin chi€c dong h'6 dit trén ta dau
giwvong, Nitta vira nghe may. Pa hon 8 gio’ sang.

“Ai cha, my nam gio m&i them ddy da’y 4?” Giong Motomiya khan
khan.

“Em day lau roi ma. My nam la sao?”

“Thi theo nghia den d&'y. Hom qua la L& tinh nhan tring ma, ki€l gi cau
chang hd hi v&i ¢d nao trong khach san, ding khong? Khach san nao dé
nhin ra bi€n chang han?”

“Anh no6i linh tinh gi vy? Lam gi ¢6 chuyén d6.” Nitta vin ap dién thoai
vao tai, dirng day khoi giwvong, lai gan ctra s0. Li€c thd’y chi€c quén ta't
mau den vit trén lung ghé sofa, Nitta dwa tay mé ctra rém, tirc thi quang



canh vinh Tokyo dp ngay vao mét. “Pém qua em dn thi nAng ngach dén
tan khuya ma.”

“0, héa ra cu coi trong viéc thing quan tién chic hon 1a sic gidi a.
Diing la nhén tai t My veé cd khac.”

“Tém lai 12 ¢6 chuyén gi ma méi sdng ngay ra anh da goi em vady? Chic
khong phai ¢6 an dd’y chr?”

“Cau dodn ding roi di'y. May ngudi & S& guc hét vi ctim roi, chic
chiing ta phai thay thoi. Gio’ ciu di lam lu6n nhé.”

“Hién treong & dau vay a?”

“T6i chwra ndm dwore. Cau cit d&n cong ty 1a rd ngay Ay ma.”

Nhi€u canh sat, ma dau tién phai k&€ d€n la Motomiya, déu goi noi lam
viéc la cong ty. Ho khong mudn ldc trd chuyén bén ngoai, nhitng ngwoi
xung quanh s€ nhan ra ho la canh siat. Nhung Nitta tha’y chuyén nay that la.
Néu da khong mudn nguwoi khac biét, ho dirng néi chuyén cong viéce &
chd'n cong cong 12 xong. Thoi budi nay nao c¢6 thi€u chd d&€ ndi may
chuyén kin dao.

“Em xud't phat ludn day,” Nitta dap vdy roi ngit mdy. Anh lai gan phong
tdm thi nghe tha’y ti€ng mdy si’y vong ra tir sau ctra.

GO may Ian nhwng khong thady c6 ti€ng ddp lai, Nitta danh dwa tay dap
thinh thich. Pén lic &y ti€ng may sa’y moi dit.

“Sao th& anh?” Mot giong nir binh than dép lai. “S€p anh vwra goi, gio
anh phai di day.”

“Gi ch?” Giong néi da c¢6 vé ba't man. “Sao anh bao hdm nay c6 th€
nghi ngo’i thodi méi co ma?”

“Anh cling bdo van c6 th€ s& bi goi di 1am con gi. Tém lai 12 em nhanh
nhanh cho anh nho’, anh mu6n trang qua ngeei roi con danh rang nira.”

“Nhung em con chwa trang dieém.”

“P¢ sau di. Anh di r'6i em thich tdt tat d&n bao gio thi tlly. Anh s€ thanh
toan tién phong trwde.”

“Khong dworce!”



“Tai sao?”

“Em khong mu6n anh trong thd’y mat mdc cia minh dau.”
“Em ndi gi vy ha? Anh chaalng thay bao Tan roi day thoi.”
“Nhwng Tan dé khac.”

“Khéc gi co?”

“Pay khong phai mat moc that, em chi lam né giong vay thoi. Nhwng
gio thi 1a thit, nén anh khéng th€ vao trong dworc.”

Nitta tha’y hoii dau dau. Co ta dang ndéi gi vay? Mat mOc ma cling c6
hang that voi hang gia a?

“Th& em hay trang di€m theo ki€u trong giong mat moc di? Vay s€
nhanh hon dung khong?”

“Khong dwge, thé” con mat thoi gian hon 8y.”

Nitta chau may. Khong hi€u sao ho lai lam ra nhirng hanh dong quai dan
nhw vay nhi? L'an nao cé ban gai anh cling d€u phai thdt 1én, sao minh
chang hi€u gi vé con gai thé& nay?

“Em céan bao nhiéu thoi gian nra?”

“Chéc khodng ba muoi phiit,” co ta diém nhién dap 1.

“Tan ba mwoi phut 4? Em khong 1am nhanh hon deoc a?” Giong Nitta
dot nhién trd nén git gong.

“Em sao biét dwoc anh lai ddy so'm thé chir?”

Nitta bit dau c4u tiét. Hon nita anh con dang mét ti€u. Thoi gian dau
ma ngoi cho ¢ ta trang di€m.

Nitta voi mé& ctra ti ngay phia sau, 16i 40 com-1¢&, so' mi trang r'éi ca vat
ra. Bit tit thi dang ndm chdng cho’ & canh giwong.

Anh miic voi quan 4o, thit ca vat, di gidy vao. Sau d6 di ra gb ctra phong
tam. “Tinh hinh th& nao r61? Em xong chwa?”

“Ha? Sao ma xong dwoc. Em con phai di vé sinh nira.”



Nghe ¢6 ta dap vay, leng Nitta nhw bi rit hét siee Iyc. Khong xong roi,
anh ty nhu.

“Vay anh di trede ddy. Nhirng chuyén con lai phién em nhé.”

“Ha? Anh di that a? Dgi em v&i chir, bon minh dang hen ho co' ma!”

“Khong duorc, chgng ma’y khi D01 di€u tra s6 Mot goi. Anh khong
mudn bj coi 14 thing linh m&i vo dung. Anh di day, anh s& goi cho em sau.”

Vira nghe ti€ng c6 ta gao thét ddy bat man gi do, Nitta vira mé cura, di
ra hanh lang. Ho quen bi€t qua mot budi giao Iwu tim ddi twong va hen ho

da ba thang nay nhung xem ra cé vé l1éch séng. Ki€u nay chéc chealng dwoc
ma’y ndi, Nitta nhi tham.



Vu an xay ra vao dém L¢ tinh nhan trang.

Vao khoang 2 gio’ 5 phit sang, m6t phu ntr tén Tadokoro Michiyo, hién
dang s6ng trong mot tdoa chung cw cao tang & quan Chuo da goi dién bao
canh st rang chdng co di chay bd méi chwra thd’y vé. Co Yy ciing da 14i xe
t&i quanh khu viee ma ch'dng minh van chay bo tim nhung khong tha'y
ngwoi dé dau.

Xe cia d6n canh sat gan d6 da ti€n hanh tim ki€m quanh khu vgc ma
ngwoi phu nir kia thong bao. Cudi cing ho phat hién ra vét mau trén via he
thudc ngd 2, dwong Eitai, quan Koutou. Sau khi ra soat khu vy nay, ho
nhanh chéng tim thA'y mot ngwdi dan 6ng nim ba't tinh bén trong mot cong
treong xay dwng c6 hang rao bao quanh. Ngwoi dan 6ng méc bd d6 thé
thao va khoac thém chi€c 4o khoac gid. Anh ta da bi dam hai nhét vao lung
va bung. D dwoe chuyén t¢i bénh vién ngay tic thi nhung ching bao lau
sau bac si xdc nhan ngwoi dan 6ng da t& vong. Ngwoi dan 6ng Ay chinh 1a
Shouichi, ch'dng cua Tadokoro Michiyo.

Cénh sat s tai, roi canh sat ctia cac phong canh sat 1an can dwoce gap
rit diéu dong d€ theo ddi chung quanh hién trerong nhung hién ho van chua
tim ra d6i twong nao dang ngo. Bén tam 6 gio’ sang, lyc lwong canh sat
theo doi dwgec cho giai tdn va ban diéu tra chuyén an da dwgc thanh 1ap tai
phong canh sat so tai.

Khoang mot ti€ng sau khi buoi hop di€u tra dau tién két thic, Nitta dat
tach tra Earl Grey ra phia tredc. Tuy d61 phrong néi 1la khong can nhwng
anh van lam vay cho phai phép.



“Tirc 1 chiing toi ¢6 th€ hi€u rang ra't nhiéu nguwdi biet vé théi quen
chay bd nay ctia anh nha?” Motomiya xdc nhén lai, giong lich sy. Ng'6i bén
canh, Nitta c6 phan cdm phuc, héa ra anh ta cling c¢6 the néi chuyén ki€u
nay co’ daYy.

“Vang, chuyén nay cling chfmg c6 gi phai gidu gi€m ca. Ma ch'ong toi
con hay khoe v&i nguwoi khic co. Anh Ay 147y 1am ty hao 14m, vi da duy tri
chay bd dugc hon mot nam nay.” Tadokoro Michiyo binh tinh dap 1oi. Co
hoti cti dAu nhwng lwng thi dudi thrflng, tao an twong mot ngwoi phu nir ra't
cirng coi.

Tadokoro Michiyo nam nay ba mwoi bay nhwng trong tré hon tudi that.
Ngay Idc nay nom cd c6 vé gian di nhwng n€u trang di€m vao c6 1€ s€ 10ng
1iy chang kém ai.

“Con quang dwong chay bo thi sao? Anh &y ¢6 k€ chi ti€t voi moi nguoi
khong?”

“Chuyén do thi...” Tadokoro Michiyo nghiéng dau. “To1 khong biet
nira. Nhung t6i nghi anh &y khong ndi cu the' vay dau. Nhw toi day cling chi
nim dwoc dai khadi khu chay d6. V&i lai ¢6 khi anh &y con thay doi lich
trinh chay tuy thudc vao thoi ti€t va tinh trang siec khdoe hom &y nira.”

“Thoi gian chay thi sao? Pém qua anh 4y ra khoi nha lic 11 gior a? b6
la gior c& dinh?”

“Vang, anh &y thwong chay vao gio d6.”

“Th&’ ma’y gio anh &y s€ vé?”

“Trudec 12 gior dém. Anh &y thwong s€ chay 7 kilomet trong khoang 40
phiit.”

V&i ngwoi chuyén chay bd thi mire d6 khdng phai qua cao siéu, Nitta
nham tinh trong dau. Song ngwoi nay da bdn mwoi tam tudi, liéu diéu nay
c6 kha di khong?

Nitta ¢do mét nhin xung quanh mot lwot nhung chi thay trede mit c6
mot chiéc ban kinh v&i chan bang dd cAm thach tréng cling mot chiéc sofa
da mau den dé 1a cia hiang Nicoletti. Anh nhé da ting thd'y mdt cdi twong



te dot b6" me anh stra nha. Nitta tha’y chi€c sofa &'y ciing On song bd" anh lai
cho rang Iya chon d6 qud ddi phd bién.

Nan nhan [4n niy xem ra 13 nguoi khd thanh dat. Lic ngdm tda chung
cwr cao cAp nay, Nitta da thAm doan vay. Va khi dwoc din vao cidn phong
khach qua réng d6i véi mot gia dinh hai ngwoi chira nhitng mén d6 dang
bay truedrc miit, anh lai cang tin chic diéu aY.

L& nao 12 mau thuin trong cdng viéc? Nitta bat dau twdng twong.
Tadokoro Shouichi, nan nhén bi gi€t hai 1a m6t ngwoi kinh doanh nha hang
dn udng. Nhirng ngwdi thanh cong thwong khong tranh khdi viéc gidm dap
1€n cac doi tha khac. Con nhirng ké bi hai kia thi cling chang th€ mai im
lang. Néu biét ké da cha dap minh dém nao ciing thong tha chay bd, nguoi
Ay han sin sang véc dao t&i phuc s&n & d6 cho thoi cor.

“Gan day chdng co c6 nhic gi t&i chuyén chay bd khdng?” Motomiya
héi ti€p. “Ki€u nhw gip phai nguoi ky quéc hay ¢é cam gidc bi bim dudi
ﬁ’y?7’

Tadokoro Michiyo 14c dau sau mot h6i diim chiéu suy nghi. “T6i khong
nghe anh &y néi gi ca.”

“Thé& con nhirng cudc dién thoai hay thw dién tw 1a?”

“T6i nhé anh &y khong da dong gi t&i ma’y chuyén d6.”

“Phia cong ty thi sao? T61 nghe nd1 anh &y dau tw vao kha nhi€u quin
x4, cdc mdi quan hé cua anh 8y cé gi cang thang khong?”

“C4i d6 thi... Toi hoan toan khong nim dwoc gi vé cong viée ctia anh
ay.”

“Vay a.” Motomiya gai gai chan may mdng tang. Phia trén hang long
may do6 1a mot vét seo dai chirng ndm centimet.

Tadokoro Michiyo quet mili, doan dp chi&c khiin mui soa dang nim chiit
phia dudi dau gd&i 1én mat. Vién kim cwong hiéu Harry Winston toa lac trén
ngén 4p Ut trang tréo va thanh manh 4nh 1én 14 14nh.

Nitta dwa mat nhin vé phia birc twong. Trén ti trang tri c6 bay mot chigc
hop trong sudt, bén trong dung sdu ly regru mau den.



“Ly Darkside Un Parfait ciia Baccarat phai khong nhi?” Nitta 1&€n ti€ng
hai.

“Sao co’?” Anh mét dd ngau ciia Tadokoro Michiyo quay lai nhin Nitta.

“A, toi dang hdi ma’y cdi ly phia trén ta trang tri. C6 ta't ca sau chiéc
nhung chi mot cdi 1a thanh pham. Con ndm chi&c con lai s€ bi 16i & dau do.
Nghe néi nguoi ta ¢6” y x€p chiing thanh mot bd d€ tao ra mdt y nghia triét
hoc nao da’y. B ly nay kha hi€m, vdy ma nha chi cling mua dwoc nhi?”

Tadokoro Michiyo thé hit ra.

“Anh c6 vé ranh qud nhi. P6 1a mén qua anh &y tdng t6i nhan dip ky
niém mdt nam ngay k&t hon.”

“Ra la vay. Chi thich d6 cua Baccarat?”

“Khong riéng gi Baccarat, do ddc thu ngh€ nghiép nén toi thich chén bat
no6i chung.”

“Chi n61 nghe nghiép la sao?”

“T6i lam & mot 16p day ni'u &n. N6i vAy chir mdi Man dirng 16p cling chi
c6 vai hoc vién thoi. T6i quen nha tdi cling 1a nho hoc vién 1op 8y gidi
thi€u.”

“0, vy sao. Hoi that 18, nhung xin hdi hai ngudi két hon tir bao gior
Vﬁy a?”

“Mua thu ba nam tredc.”

Motomiya ng'6i bén canh ngang mat 1én ddy ngac nhién. “Hai nguoi
maoi két hon dwore ba ndm thoi sao?”

“Vang.” Tadokoro Michiyo gat dau. “M¢&i ba nam tho6i.”

Dén Nitta cling nhan ra ¢6 dang ¢ mim cwoi. Anh thdy [6ng ngwe minh
hot nong 1€n.

“Nha't dinh chiing t6i s& bit dwoc hung thd,” Nitta nhin chdm chim
ngwoi phu ni.

Sau d6 Motomiya con hdi thém ma’y ciu ntra, song nhirng ciu trd 1o
cta Tadokoro Michiyo, v¢r nan nhian dwong nhw chang gitp ich dwoc gi cho



viéc diéu tra ctia ho ca. Ho dian Tadokoro Michiyo néu nho ra gi d6 thi hay
lién lac r'oi ra vE.

Ra khdi phong, vira budre di ngoai hanh lang, Motomiya vira tAm tic:
“Co0 &y dwoe phét nhi. Ch'ong gédp chuyén nhw vdy binh thwong phai khéc
todng 1én r'o6i, the’ ma khong may may té ra yé€u dudi. Chang nhirng dep lai
con clrng ¢6i.”

“Chuyén nay thi téi dong y.” Nitta nhd lai d6i mat ngan 1& cia
Tadokoro Michiyo.

Vé dén van phong diéu tra dic vu, hai ngwoi bdo cdo tinh hinh voi d6i
tredng Inagaki. Nhung Inagaki cling chi dép lai: “Hai cdu vat va roi.”

“Con tinh hinh nhirng chuyén khéc sao r'6i a?” Nitta hoi.

“Nhitng chuyén khic?” Inagaki ngahg 1én lwo'm Nitta. “Y cdu chuyén
khac la chuyén gi?”

“Y toi 12 tinh hinh diéu tra. Moi ngwdi c6 tim thay thi gi ¢6 th& liét vao
dang tré thanh manh md&i khong vay?”

Inagaki quay mat di, dwa mét nhin xudng tap tai liéu dat duoi tay.
“Khong dén phién cau lo chuyén do.”

“Nhwng ma...” Nitta vira n6i d&€n day thi bi Motomiya véo tai, cr th& 16i
di.

Mai dén khi di xa khoi Inagaki roi, anh ta m&i budng Nitta ra.

“Céi thang nay, ciu dang nghi cdi qudi gi vy hd?” Motomiya tic ludi.
“Linh mai tO te thi liéu ma tem tém lai chiz.”

“Nhwng chiing ta phai trao d6i thong tin chi.”

“T6i khong biet chic? Thé ciu nghi ngudi ta bay ra ma’y cudc hop diéu
tra lam tro gi ha? C phai giai thich cho ting canh sat thi cin bao nhiéu doi
tredng cho vwra?”

“Em thdy s€p c6 vé dang ranh ma.”

“Cau nhiéu loi qua r'oi da’y. C6 thoi gian soi méi ngwoi khac thi lo ma
vi€t bao cdo cho nhanh di.” Motomiya thoc ngén tay vao nguc Nitta, roi
quay ngoat di, r&i khoi phong.



Nitta danh quay lai chd ng'6i, 6 dac ctia anh van dang d€ & do, doan
khéi dong mdy tinh xach tay. Anh tim ra ngay trang chii ctia 1op day nd'u dn
kia trén mang Internet. Ngay & dau trang Nitta da tha'y muc “Khan cap”
voi ndi dung “Vi 1y do ca nhan nén 1op hoc tudn nay xin phép dwgrc nghi.
Lich hoc tiép theo ching tdi s& thong béo lai sau. Thanh that xin 156i moi
ngwoi.”

Lép hoc nd'u dn nay nim & khu Kyobashi. Trén trang chd con ding tai
btrc dnh cac hoc vién dang vui vé tdp ¢cam dao. Tadokoro Michiyo xué't hién
trén birc anh voi tiéu dé “Budi hoc ném thir.”

Nitta thdy c6 muc “Y ki€n hoc vién” nén nhap chudt vao. Mot loat cac
dong chtr hién ra.

To6i von la ngwoi vo cung vung vé, 4y thé’ma khong ngo lai co thé

ndu nwong 1én tay dé dang nhie vdy. Gido vién thi ning déng va dé
gan, khéng khi 1op hoc ciing rdt vui vé nén toi an tam Idm. Toi chi

muén theo hoc o dday mdi thoi.

Co Michiyo day rat ti ton, thdt cdm on vi c6 da luén dé mdt toi
t0i. Ngoai nhitng liic ndu dn chiing toi con tro chuyén rat vui vé
nita, lop hoc khién t6i vo cung thodi mdi. Tw gio mong dwgc co
tiép tuc giup do'.

T6i la nam gioi, nam nay da ngoai 40. Lop hoc it hoc vién nén co
day rat can thdn, chu ddo, thanh thir ngwoi mi tit ndu nwong nhw
t0i ddy ciing dd nam bdt dworc phidn nao. Cdm on co.

Ngoai ra con cé nhirng danh gia khac nwra. Nitta nghi s€ chang c6 may
loi phan nan vé 16p hoc dang & day, nhwng du sao ¢6 vé Tadokoro Michiyo
rat dwoc cac hoc vién ngeong md.

Sau khi phong diéu tra ddc vu dwoee thanh 13p, nhiéu canh sat vién mwon
ludn noi nay 1am chd ta tic, song Nitta vin vé nha minh & Azabujuban.
Pu tién anh ki€m tra thw dién t& cd nhan, cé vai the mai. Cling khong cé
thw nao thudc dién viéc gap hay quan trong. Nhung mot trong s6 2y 1a thw
me anh gt t&i. Chuyén 1a thing sau ba s& vé nirdc nén mudn anh sip x&p
thoi gian d€ hai me con c6 th€ dn v&i nhau bira com.



Me vin chéng chiu hiéu chuyén gi cd, Nitta hir mdi. Ba c6 ra 1€nh, thi
anh cling dau th€ biét dwge tinh hinh diéu tra sé dién bién thé nao. Cing
qué c6 khi sip t&i con khé 1ong xin nghi dwoc Ay chir.

B6 me va em gai Nitta hién dang sinh s6ng & Seattle. B&" anh 1am luat
st ¢& van cho mot doanh nghiép Nhat bén d6. Nitta tuy chwa ting s6ng &
can nha cia b6 me hién tai nhwng h'6i mwoi may tudi, anh cling trng & Los
Angeles hon hai ndm vi cong viéc ctia bd". Motomiya thwong choc anh 1a
Nhat ki€u My cting 1a vi the'.

Nhung tir cdp ba, Nitta hoc & Nhat. H6i d6, vi mudn thanh canh sat nén
anh da chon khoa luat. Nghe tin &y, b6” anh da nga ngira mot phen.

“Lam cdi cong viéc di€u tra pha dn &y thi ki€m sao ra tién. Luat hinh sy
cing chg'lng khac by luat Hammurabi 1a may dau. Tong ké an trom vao tu,
xt chét toi pham giét ngwoi, mot the gidi méi da man lam sao. Luét sw con
dwgc chir canh sat thi... Con khong dinh nghi lai chuyén nay a?” B& Nitta
da khuyén can anh nhw vy qua mot cudc dién thoai qudc te'.

“Con khong,” Nitta dap dirt khoat. T ngay xwa Nitta dd mé truyén trinh
tham, ¢6 Tan anh con mo thdy minh d61 dau véi mot tén tdi pham tri tué
cao. Luat sw thi dau th€ chién da'u v&i tdi pham chir.

Anh chi ddp lai me von ven: “Con dang theo mdt vu khé. Lich tuan sau
chwa biét thé nao.”

Nitta c&i b6 com-1€ ra, mac bd quan do the€ thao vao. Sau dé anh nhét
may thi nhw dién thoai vao chi€c ba 16 dung laptop r'6i ra khdi nha. Nitta
bét taxi di t&i gan khu chung cwr ctia vor chong Tadokoro, r'oi thong tha
chay bd twr d6. Pa qua 11 gio d&m. Anh chay b6 theo 19 trinh ctia Tadokoro
Shouichi.

D3 qua gitra thdng Ba ma cdi lanh mia dong van con bin rin chwa chiu
roi di. Chay mot h'di, bén trong cor th€ Nitta 4m 1én nhung tai van dau va
tay thi lanh cam. DPén lic 4y anh m&i thay hdi han vi da quén mil va gang
tay.

Ching maYy chdc Nitta dd chay t&i gan hién truong. Khu dan cw doc
song Sumida nim ngay canh d6. Tt ddy chay qua mot con dwdong hoi



quanh co, va ctt the’ nham hwéng Bic ma tién, nhat dinh anh sé& ra t&i dau
cau Eitaibashi.

Khu cong treong xay dyng no da hién ra trong fAm mat. Bao quanh d6
la mot hang rao xay dwng. Nitta giam t6'c, chuyén qua di bo. Vira thong tha
budc, Nitta vira dwa mat quan sit xung quanh.

Long duong kha rong, dit chi 12 dwdng mot chiéu. Ma chéc ciing do day
la dwong mét chiéu nén maéi it xe ¢d qua lai nhw vay. BPén dwong thwa thot,
xung quanh nhitng bui cdy ven dwong tdi thui.

Nitta khong nhin thd’y v€t méu nao nura, hin 12 ho da xt 1y gon gang.
Anh dung budce, quay lai nhin con dwong minh vira chay qua. Tén hung tha
da hanh dong thé nao nhi, Nitta thit hinh dung trong dau.

Nan nhan khong ¢6 da'u hiéu bj cedp @6 nén khong th€ 1a pham t0i ngiu
nhién duogc. Vay hin 12 ngurdi ndo d6 nim 13 théi quen chay bd clia
Tadokoro Shouichi di phuc s&n d€ ra tay. Nhiéu kha ning nan nhan da bj
dam vao bung trwdc roi moi téi lwng, nén cd 1€ thi pham da ndp ¢ dau do,
cho thoi co’ r'6i nhay bo ra tred'c mat nan nhan.

Rt cude hin da nip & dau nhi? Theo Nitta, bén trong hang rao cong
treorng 13 noi ddng nghi nha't. Han chi ¢in tao mot khe hé d€ c6 thé dé
dang lao ra, roi ng'6i d6 cho’ con mdi xua't hién. Trén thue t&, canh sét cling
da tim dwgc ndm d4u loc thudc 14 cung loai roi dwdi da't bén trong hang
rao. Va nhirng dau thudc 14 &y ciling bi virt cach d6 khong 1au. Ra't ¢6 thé€
chinh tén hung thd da hidt nhirng di€u thud’c d6 trong khi cho’ nan nhan xui't
hién. Motomiya cling da thi hdi Todokoro Michiyo xem c0 ta ¢ biét nguoi
nao ht loai thudc d6 khong, nhwng ra't ti€c cd ta tra 1o 1a khdng. Co6 ta con
bao, gan day xung quanh minh khong c6 ai hiit thuéc ca. Nghe tha’y th¢,
Motomiya, mdt con nghi€n thudc 14 da té ra kha kho chiu.

Nitta lai gan hang rao, thtr g&' mét tA'm ra. Nhwng ngoai dw li€u cua anh,
n6 khd ning khién anh khong th& ndo di chuyén bang mot tay dwoc. Nitta
khom Iwng xudng, dung cd hai tay do tim hang rao 1€n. Pung lic dé...

“Nay anh kia, dang lam gi th&"ha?” Tw dau dé, ti€ng mot ngwoi dan 6ng
vong lai.



Nitta quay lai ding lic mot vién canh sat mac d6ng phuc dang di vé
phia anh.

“A khong, toi c¢6 1am gi ddu,” Nitta phay tay.

“Anh dwng ch6i. Pang lam gi vay?” Mat vién canh sat lic nay trong da
kha nghiém nghi.

“Pa bao t6i khong lam gi. T6i khong phai ké tinh nghi gi ca.”

Nitta dang chuan bi bd di thi bi vi€n canh sat tim 13’y tay, “Anh doi da.”
“Anh lam gi vay?”

“Pi theo t6i. T6i can ki€ém tra danh tinh ctia anh.”

“Ha?”

Mot canh sat khac xua't hién, ti€ng budc chan kéu sot soat. “Nay, ¢
chuyén gi & day vay?”

“T6i tom dwoe mot ké tinh nghi,” vién canh sat dang tim tay Nitta gao
1én. “Ching ta s& dan anh ta di, gitp toi mot tay voi.”

“Sao co, sao lai bt t6i?”” Nitta rd 1én.



ce huyén nay thi tdi khong th€ dong cam v&i ciu dwoe.” Motomiya vira

top tép keo cao su, vira ndi. “Ai doi lai tham thut, 1én lit & noi hdm
trrd’c vira m&i xay ra an mang thé bao gio, canh sat di tuén khong tha’y cau
kha nghi m&i la.”

“Em bao em la canh sat di€u tra roi ma, ra't nhi€u [an la dang khac.”

“Nguoi ta tin cdu ludn thi con gi 1a canh sat nira ha? Cling may da xd6a
bo dworc hi€u 'Am, ngwdi ta con chiju xin 10i nira. Thé thanh qua cta vu
ki€m tra hién treong danh 1€ nay thé’ nao? C6 manh mdi gi sang sia
khong?”

“Manh m&i sdng sua thi khong c6. Nhung em phét hién ra mot viéc.”

“O. Viéc gi vay?”

“Em dang nghi ¢6 khi tén hung tht da phuc s&n & dau d6, cho nan nhan
chay t&i réi lao ra phia tred'c ma ddm. Nhung néu vay s€ ¢6 nguy co’ bi
nhan chitng bit giip. Vi khi hdn nap nhw thé, néu c6 nguoi di tdi tir hudng
ngrroc voi hedng nan nhan dang chay, hin sé khong thé nhan ra. Khu viec
hién tredng thi t&1 thui, dwdng lai ngodn ngoeo, khong the quan sit xa
dwoc. Bang chitng 12 em dd khong hé nhan ra canh sat di tuan dang & ngay
gan minh. N&u 12 mot tén hung thd cé dau 6c, liéu han cé dung cach thikc
l1éu linh nay khong?”

Motomiya chau may, nhin chong choc Nitta.

“Anh sao vay?”



“A khong, t6i chi dang nghi y kién ctia cdu nghe ¢ vé rat hop ly. The
cau nghi sao?”

Nitta nhin vai. “Em ciing khong biét nra.”
“Gi vay, tedng thé nao chir.”
“Thi em da bao chang cé gi sang sua la gi?” Motomiya hw mdii.

“Cau nh& chuyén ching ta tim thdy dau loc thudc 14 & gan hién trwrong
khong? Nay t6i vira hdi qua, nghe néi may cdng nhan & cong treong déu
bao khong biét chuyén d6. Nén chic ddng dau thudc kia 13 hung thi huit
chr chzatng sai. Nghe dau ho cting dang ti€n hanh phan tich nhdm mau cac
ki€u r'oi. Nay cau dung tw ‘liéu linh’ nghe ding la trang trong that da'y,
nhwng theo t6i, c6 1€ hung thi khong suy nghi sau xa dwgc dén thé” dau.
Khong c6 nhan ching chi c6 thé'1a do s& hin dd.”

“Chéc 1a vay.” Nitta khong hoan toan ddng ¥ song anh ciing khong néi
gi thém.

Hai nguoi dang ng6i trén tau dién ngdm d€ tdi van phong ctia Tadokoro
Shouichi. Nhan d6 ho m&i néi t&i chuyén dém qua.

Vin phong clia anh ta nim trong mdt tda nha nhin ra dwong Roppongi.
Tié€p don bon ho 1a mot ngwoi tén Iwakura, ngwoi ¢ kinh nghiém 1au ndm
nhét trong s& cap dwdi ciia Tadokoro Shouichi.

“T6i chi ¢ th€ ndi 1a toi da ra't s6c. Tir hom qua dén gio’ ching toi
chang lam dwoc viéc gi ra hon ca. Tredng cac chi nhanh nguoi nao ngwoi
na’y déu hoang loan, chang biét ké nao da gay ra chuyén nay nhwng ding la
hin dang 1am ching t6i khdn don.” Iwakura vira hap hdy d6i mét ding sau
cap kinh vién den v&i vé bon ch'én vira than thé.

“Gén day, ca trong cong viéc 1an doi song ¢4 nhan, anh Tadokoro ¢6 gip
ric 161 gi khdong?” Motomiya hdi.

“Réc roi a? Cong viéc thi cling c6 maYy vu day. Nhung hau hét déu cé
the€ dan x&p thong qua trao d6i. T6i khong nghi chiing dinh dang gi t&i vu
an nay dau.”

“Anh &y khong bj ai thu ghét vi chuyén cong viéc a? Ty nhw anh 8y da
ép ai d6 phai thdi viéc chang han?”



Iwakura dudi thang lung, ddp: “Lam gi ¢6 chuyén dé,” r'oi kich liét xua
tay. “Giam do’c 1a nguoi nghi€m tic trong cong viéc nhung tuyét d6i khong
lam nhirng chuyén vo ly vdy dau. Lic tuyén nguoi, anh &y tdn ra't nhiéu
thoi gian d€ tim hi€u xem ngwoi d6 ¢6 lam dwore viéc hay khdng. Hay néi
nguoc lai, mot khi da tuyén, thi hau nhw khdng c¢6 chuyén anh &y cho thoi
viéc. Céc ctra hang tredng cling hi€u tinh cach trong ngwoi cia giam doc,
nén ho ciing nd lyc 14m.”

“Nhung chic ciing ¢6 ngudi cdm thay dp luc truede ky vong qué 16n d6
chr? R6i tir dd'y dan dén loan thén kinh?”

Iwakura khé 14c dau, y chirng mudn néi “C4i d6 thi téi khdng r5.”

“Gidm d6c chra tieng d6n ép nhan vién téi mirc 8y. Ngwoc lai anh &y
con luén lo nghi téi van d€ tinh thidn cia nhan vién. Nhw ¢6 Tan anh &Yy
khuyén nhan vién chiing t6i phéi wu tién gia dinh hon cong viéc. Ngay v&i
toi day chzamg han, anh &y cling yéu cau phai ddm bao thoi gian bén gia
dinh.”

“Anh 2y ¢6 vé gidng ngwoi My qud nhi.” Nitta cdm than.
Iwakura gat dau dong tinh.

“Hb6m tredre ¢6 xay ra mot chuyén thé nay. Tha'y mot nhan vién nam cé
con gai m&i sinh ndm ngodi nan lai lam thém gio’, anh &y da mang cho ciu
a2y mot tran. Cac anh dodn xem tai sao?”

That si khdng biét 1y do, nhém Nitta chi biét im ling 1ic dau.

“HOm d6 1a mung 3 thang Ba. Ciing tic 1a 1€ hoi bup bé d4u tién clia con
gai cau nhan vién &Y. Bi€t vdy nén gidm d6c da truy hoi cu ta, tai sao mot
ngay trong dai nhw the’ ma lai khong chiu vé sém? Va rang mot nguwdi
khong quy trong chinh gia dinh minh, thi ciing ching th& doi x& ti & véi
khach, cang khong the’lam t6t cong viéc dwoe.”

“Ra la vay. Chuyén nay dé nha t6i nghe dwoee thi cé ma chét do.”
Motomiya néi nghe chirng ra't thanh that.

Hai nguoi cling hdi chuyén nhiéu nhan vién khac ngoai Iwakura, song
ho d@éu trd loi nhw vdy. Khong d&€n mirc 1a thanh nhan quan t&, song
Tadokoro Shouichi dwong nhw ra't dwoc ngwong mé va dugre 1ong nhan


https://calibre-pdf-anchor.a/#a5

vién. Anh ta khdng chi nhic nhé mdt hai nguwdi chuyén phai coi trong 1€ lat
& nha.

“Xem ra khong lién quan t&i cong viéce r'oi nhi.” Motomiya u€ oai két
luén sau khi roi khoi van phong cia nan nhan. “Nhén vién thi yéu mén, d6'i
tac cling khong tha’y ¢ ddu hiéu thi hin. Va lai ho ciing néi khong ¢
chuyén kia, nén chéic chiing ta chaalng moi thém dworc gi dau.”

Chuyén kia ma Motomiya néi & day la quan hé trai gai. Khi nhom Nitta
héi liéu c6 khi nao Tadokoro cé nhan tinh khdng, tdt ca nhan vién déu
khang khing 1a khong th€ c¢6 chuyén d6. Va rang mot nguoi ludn coi trong
gia dinh nhw gidm do’c tuyét d6i khong the nao lam ra chuyén nhw vay
dworc.

“Nhung ai ma chang c6 mit trdi. Thé nén, gi¢ ching ta t&i cau lac bd
chw?”

“U thi ding 1 th&". Nhung tdi e I4n nay ching ta nham r'6i.”

Bon ho dang di bd t&i mot cdu lac bd cach van phong cfia nan nhin
khong xa. Nghe n6i Tadokoro thwong xuyén ti€p khach & day. Nitta dot
nhién hoi mo’ h'6 ky vong, bié€t dau ho lai tim thad'y mdt nwr ti€p vién nao do
¢ quan hé khang khit v&i anh ta & day.

Song that 1o0ng ma ndi thi Nitta cling d6ng quan di€m v&i Motomiya. E
la nan nhén Tan nay khéng c6 ¢6 nhén tinh nao ca. V&i mot ngeoi nhan
cach to6t nhw vay, chuyén dé cting hop logic thdi. Theo nhw nhirng gi
Iwakura k&, Tadokoro Shouichi ¢4 vé ra't ban, han anh ta sé chang cé thoi
gian dau ma ngoai tinh.

Puong Roppongi qué nhién van nhw moi khi, v cling tAp nap. Lai con
1&m nguwdi ngoai qudc. Phia trirdc nhém Nitta, mot g TAy da mau dang bit
chuyén v&i mot co gai tré.

Nitta bdng nhién khyng lai, anh vtra ba't gidc nghi t&i mot chuyén.

Motomiya thdy vay ben quay dau lai. “Sao th€’, c6 chuyén gi a?”

“Hay minh ki&€m chd nao udng tdch tra khong anh?”

G‘Hé?’?



“Em c6 chuyén nay mudn trao doi v&i anh. Anh ¢6 thé nghe ciu linh
ma&i nay néi chuyén mot chit khong?”

“Cai thing nay,” Motomiya lwo'm Nitta. “Chuyén lién quan d&n 4n a?”

“Tat nhién roéia.”

Vi dan anh c6 khudn mit dir din sau khi nhin Nitta nhw th€ dang do xét
dan em, Iién d4p: “VAay tdi phdi rira tai 14ng nghe thoi.”

Vura hay gp quan ca phé ty phuc vu, ho budc vao trong, gitt chd canh
ctra s0. Ngbi ngay canh d6 1a nhém hai ngwoi trong nhw nhan vién van
phong, nhung vira thd'y mét Motomiya, ho da voi vang dirng day.

“Em mudn néi chuyén ban ndy. Em da bao gia thuy€&t hung tha phuc
san, doi nan nhan chay t&i roi tin cong 1a khong hop 1y nhi?”

“U. Thé c4u nghi ra dwgc gi d6 vé chuyén &'y roi a?”

“Vang.” Nitta ha giong ti€p tuc. “Em dang nghi hay la hung thu da goi
nan nhéan lai chdang.”

“Got la1?”

“Né&u mudn didm nan nhan lic dang chay, hin chi c6 duy nhat mdt co
hoi 1a ldc hai ngwoi vegt qua nhau.” Nitta gio’ hai ngdn trd 1én, dwa ngdn
phai lai g4n ngdn trdi. “Song n&u hin chon lic d6, c6 thé hin s& bi nhan
chitng bt gip. Khong nhw treong horp hin goi nan nhan ding lai va dam
nan nhan sau khi da x4ac nhan xung quanh khong c6 ai. Con n€u phat hién ai
d6 dang t&i, hian chi can dirng tay 1a xong.”

Motomiya nhdp mot ngum ca phé, khé git dau, ro1 khoanh hai tay.
“Ciing c6 the.”

“Van dé 1a hin da goi nan nhan lai theo cach nao? N€u la anh
Motomiya, anh s& goi sao? Ta c6 th€ goi ki€u gi d&€ mot ngwoi dang chay
dung chén lai nhi?”

“Goi theé’ nao?” Motomiya nhan mat. ““Th€ nao 1a thé’ nao co’? Binh
thwong, khong phai cir goi 1a d61 phwong sé dung lai a?”

“Thé sao? Gia du, n€u dot nhién bj ai d6 dang ding na’p & dau diy goi
giat lai, han em s€ dung lai vi bd't ngo’, nhung chac chan em sé€ canh gidc.”

~



“Um, c4u néi c6 1y. Vay chang nh& hin dirng ludn & Ié duwong?”
“Chéc khong dau.”
“Tai sao?”

“Nguwoi chay thwong s€ nhin vé phia tred'c. Néu gip ai d6 dang ding &
[é dwong, anh khong nghi 1a ho sé tranh di a?”

“T6i nhin anh hién treong r'6i. Puong hep lam.”

“Hep m&i dang néi ay. Pung 1a con dwong d6 hep, nhirng dém hom thé’,
lam gi ¢6 xe ¢d chay qua. Pa vay, thd'y ¢c6 ngwoi dirng trén via he, nguoi
chay s€ 1an xudng long dwong chir. Pwong d6 con 1a dwong mét chiéu, sé
chrflng lo c6 xe chay lai tir ddng sau. Nhung néu mudn goi mot ngwdi dang
chay dwdi long dwong, ngwoi kia sé phai goi ra't to. Va né€u bj mot nguoi
dang dirng & Té dwong goi nhw vay, chrflng phai nan nhan s€ cang canh giac
hon sao?”

Motomiya gai gai dau vé byc doc, 16i tw trong tdi ra tor gid'y bac, r'oi nha
ba keo cao su vao do.

“T6i chwa chay bd bao gio’ nén khé hinh dung qua. Tém lai 1a cdu mudn
ndi gi? Vao thang van dé di, dung c6 ciu gio’ nira.”

Nitta nhoén miéng cuoi.

“Em nghi hung thii chic chi ¢ th€ goi nan nhan lai tir ding sau.”

“Tw dang sau?”

“Hin c6 th& bit chuyén kiéu ‘Xin 16i, cho t6i hdi mot chiit” hodic 12 ‘Anh
gi 0, anh lam roi gi nay’ chang han. Ban dau nan nhan c6 thé’ khong de'y,

nhung n€u goi vay nhiéu Ian, nan nhan sé nhan ra 1a hung thti dang goi
minh va dwng lai.”

“Nhwng nan nhan dang chay co’ ma, sao ma goi nhi€u an dwoc?”

“Ping vdy. Thé nén khi d6 hung thd cling phai dang chay. Theo nguoi
vQ, nan nhan thwong chay 7 kilomet trong khoang 40 phiit. Tinh ra t6'c d6
chay s€ roii vao khoang 10 kilomet trén gio’. T6'c d6 nay khong hin 1a nhanh
nhung d€ duy tri thi lai khong h€ don gian. TA't nhién, n&u phat hién ra
tiéng budc chan tir ddng sau, c¢6 1€ nan nhan sé canh giac.”



“Tic 1a...”

“Ban ndy em m&i néi, dwong dé 1la dwong mot chiéu. Va hung tha thi
khong the’1di 6 td hay chay xe mdy dworc.”

Mit Motomiya séng I1&n sic lem. “Vay la xe dap?”
Nitta cham cham gat dau qua quyét.

“Hung tha da ng'6i trén mot chi€c xe dap va nap dau dé trede hién
treong gdy dn mot doan. Sau khi tha'y nan nhan chay qua, hin mé&i dap xe
dudi theo, va goi nan nhan tir ddng sau. C6 th& hin da tinh todn thoi diém
d€ nan nhin dwng lai & gan khu cong treong xay dung d6. Sau khi nan
nhan ding lai, hin m&i lai g4n nan nhin, xdc nhan khong c6 nhan ching,
va ra tay. Anh nghi sao?”

Motomiya 4p nidm dA'm vao mdi, nghi ngoi, cudi cling chi ngén trd vé
phia Nitta.

“Thé& con chuyén kia thi sao? Nhirng dau loc thudc 14 & gan hién treong
ay?r”

Nhung Nitta lai 1ic dau.

“Anh khong nghi d6 12 chiéu danh lac hwdng clia hin 2? Hin mudn canh
sat nghi hin da nAp & di’y, hong 1Am nhiéu loan cudc diéu tra ctia chiing
ta?”

Motomiya chu méi dwdi 1én, gii gii cam.

“Ra vay. Nghe c6 vé hop 1y dd’y. Nhwng lam thé nao de tim ra dwoc
hung thd nho’ chuyén d6? Gan hién treong con khong cé camera gidm sat.
Chi c6 mbi viéc c6 the hin da dap xe thi khong the do hdi dworc gi dau.”

“Khong, em lai thay day la mt manh m&i kha ra gi d@’y. Pau ti€n, hung
thii 12 nguwdi s6ng & dau d6 khong xa hién trirong 18m. Vi hén di chuyén
bing xe dap ma.”

“T6i c6 mdt ngwoi quen toan dap xe di lam twr tdn Kawaguchi t¢i Ueno
day.”

Nitta 1ac ngén tay tredc miit.



“Anh phai nghi t&i tAm 1y ctia hung thi chit. Sau khi gdy 4n, hin chi
mudn nhanh chéng lan di. N&u thi thé clia nan nhin bi phat hién s¢m hon
dv tinh, canh sét s& t&i ngay sau d6. Hin dap xe 1au sé rat nguy hiém.”

“Hirm, ciing c6 th&,” Motomiya tdn dong v&i vé ching 14y gi lam hing
tha.

“V&i lai, con ¢6 mot chia khéa quan trong khéc ntra, chinh 1a nhirng dau
loc thudc 14 kia. Theo k&t qua ctia bén gidm dinh, nhirng dau loc &y déu
cung mot loai va dwore hit tredre d6 khong 1au.”

“Chir khong phai cdu md&i bdo d6 chi la chiéu danh lac hwong a? Néu dé6
khong phdi thudc 14 hung tha hut, thi 18y dau ra manh m6i?”

“Thé sao? Vay em xin hdi, anh c6 th€ ki€m dau loc thudc 1a ma ngwoi
khéc hit & dau? Nam di€u, cung loai, va hit chwa lau.”

Nhuw bi ddnh tring ldc ba't cah, trong mdt khic, Motomiya tron mét 1én
nhin.

“Quéan nwde nao dé ching... Ma khong, nim diéu chic & d6 hoi khé.”

“Em nghi khong ki€m dwgc & d6 dau. Hon nira, n€u 1a novi cong cdng,
dau loc thud’c 14 thwong sé€ bi bd 1an vao voi nhau.”

“Thé quan an thi sao?”

“Chinh n6 d@y. Hién nay dung la s6' quan an ca'm hut thudc dang tang
nhung van ¢4 qudn thiét k& khu hit thud’c riéng.”

“Tirc 12 hin da 14y ma’y dau loc thudc 14 d6 tir gat tan khach ding a?
Xem ra hung tht 1a nhan vién quén do6.”

“Khdng dau. Han sao the’ bd ra ngoai giy 4n trong lic dang 1am viéc
chw?”

“Co6 ly. Nhwng né&u khong phai, trdm dau loc tw gat tan cta ngwoi khac
s& khé 14m d&y. Dt nhdm Itic kh4ch di ra vé, thi vin phai d€y t&i nhitng
ngwoi xung quanh.”

“Quaén binh throng thi 1a vay. Nhung cling ¢6 noi ¢6 the thoadi mai 18y
dau loc thudc 14 cua ngwoi la.”

Motomiya chau may. “Lai ¢6 ca chd nhw vay a?”



“C6 dd’y,” Nitta chi tay xudng phia dwdi. “Ta't nhién chd nay cA'm hiit
thud’c hoan toan nén khong the.”

“O day 4?7” Motomiya nhin quanh phong mot lwot, mat thang thot.
“Quan ty phuc vu a?”

“Chinh xdc. O’ nhitng quén d6, khach s& phai tw mang tra gat tan minh da
dung v€ noi quy dinh.”

“Ra la vay. Han chi cin t&i chd d€ gat tan 12 ¢6 th€ kie€m vo s& dau loc
thud’c 14. Khi d6 thi chon thodi mai r'oi ch con gi nira.”

Motomiya vira nhin xa xam, vira tu wng we hét c6c ca phé, li€c nhin
Nitta.

“Linh m&i to te ma ra tro phét da’y chi.”

“Suy luan nay ctia em cling khong t6i ding khong?”

“Vu 18y 11 khai & cau lac bd chic d€ sau nhi. Gi¢ bdo chuyén nay vdi
doi tredng truedec da.”

“Anh ctr bdo anh nghi ra ciing dwgc.”

Nghe Nitta n6i vy, Motomiya lwom, dop lai: “Céau vura néi gi co? Cau
dang coi thwong toi day a?”

“Em xin 161,” Nitta cudng cudng ta tdi. “Sao anh ¢4 th€ nhd mon dén
mirc ning tay trén thanh tich cia dan em nhw vay co’ chir.”

Motomiya nhom ngwoi, vieon tay tdm 187y ca vat cda Nitta.

“E linh m&1i, ciu biét tai sao t6i v&i cdu lai thanh mot cap diéu tra the
nay khong? Néu la binh thwong, toi va cau s€ 14p doi v&i canh sat so tai
da’y. Khi d6 t6i ¢6 th€ day may viéc v& van cho ho lo roi tw do hanh dong.
Khong phai vi bi cap trén bat cham soc ciu thi con 1au tdi méi & day nhé.”

“Em hi€u. Em thanh that xin 16i.” Nitta van cdi dau.

“Théi dwoe r'éi, téi chad’p nhan chuyén phién phirc nay. Chang can phai
ru tién gi & ddy cd. Ciu noi ning tay trén a? Céi chuyén nhd mon ay, ta't
nhién to1 s€ lam.”

“Sao cor a?” Nitta ngang mét 1én.



Motomiya budng ca vat cta Nitta ra, ceoi nham hi€m, “Hi€u r'6i thi mau
Ve tru s¢& thoi.”



itta khong rd Motomiya da trinh bay ra sao v&i Inagaki nhwng hién canh
sat dang tién hanh 18y 1o khai & tit ca cac quan an uéng tw phuc vu

quanh khu vie hién trrong. N6i vay chi gio’ quan x4 ¢é thiét k& khu hiit
thudc riéng cling chfmg nhiéu nhin gi. May mén 13 hau hét s&” d6 déu c6
13p camera theo d&i nén cong viéc chinh cia diéu tra vién hién gio 12 ki€m
tra hinh anh Iwu trix. Tw tinh trang cac dau loc thudc 14 roi & hién treong,
canh sét cho ring néu hung thi ¢6 vao cic quan in udng, thi cling roi vao
fam sau chin gio to1i.

K&t qua la, di€u tra vién da phat hi€n doan bang ghi lai hanh dong dang
ngo ctia mot nhan vit no tai quan hamburger & khu Toyo.

Trong doan bing la hinh dnh mot ngwoi dan 6ng, dang chwng trén dwdi
30, van 4o jacket den va quén jeans, dau doi mi bong chay. Khi d6, ng6i &
khu hiit thudc ngoai anh ta con ¢6 hai nhém khdch ntra. Ky la & chd, nguoi
dan 6ng nay khéng hé hit thud'c. Khoang hon 10 gior t61, mot nhém khach
ra vé. Puing ldc d6, ngwoi dan d6ng doi mi bong chay tw twe dirng day, di
chuyén t&i khu vic d€ gat tan. Sau d6, y rut tw trong tdi 4o jacket ra mot
chiét tdi nilon tring, cAm 14y gat tan vira dwoc tra, lanh le trit ddng dau
loc thudc 14 vao trong. Xong xudi, mdt diém nhién nhw khong, y ra ve.

Camera theo ddi con dwoe 1ip & rat nhiéu chd khac trong quén, va hinh
anh cua ngwoi dan Ong kia lwu lai trén ta't ca cac camera d6. Ho da trich
xua't nhirng doan bang rd mit ngwoi dan 6ng nhat, in ra, phat cho cac diéu
tra vién. Pic di€ém nhan dang cta y 12 gd m4 cao, cim nhon. Sau khi di c¢6



anh nghi pham trong tay, cac di€u tra vién xud't phat t&i dia ban minh phy
trach.

Con Nitta va Motomiya, ta't nhién, tredc tién ghé qua nha Tadokoro
Michiyo. May thay, ho thu dwoc két qua vo cung ddng mwrng. Nhin anh, vor
nan nhan, v&i 4anh mét sor hii, cho hay cd &y biét ngudi dan dng do.

“Nguwoi quen ctia chong ¢6 a?”

Nghe Motomiya héi vay, Tadokoro lic d4u.

“Khong, chdng toi chic chin khong biét ngudi nay. Ma nguwdi dan dng
nay, to1 nghi cung khong bi€t gi vé chdong t61 dau.”

“N6i vay tirc 1a ngwoi quen cua ¢6?”

“Vang,” n6i doan Tadokoro Michiyo ti&p tuc: “Dd6 1a hoc sinh & 16p day
nau an.”

Ngwoi dan 6ng d6 tén Yokomori Hitoshi, hién dang so'ng & khu Toyo,
quan Koto, cach ctra hang hamburger no chwa day 200 mét. Theo nhan vién
diéu tra hanh tung, y khong di lam, hdu nhw cd ngay chi ru rd trong phong,
hon ntra con s& htru mot chi€c xe dap.

Chwa dung & d6, doi diéu tra con thu dwgc mot manh moi rat dit khdc.
Ho d3 tim ra chfi nhan cta nhitng dau loc thudc 14 ma Yokomori danh cép.
Ngwoi nay 1a nhan vién mot cong ty gan do, va cling 1a khach quen cua
quan hamburger. Canh sat di€u tra cling da nho’ nha hang bdo cho ho néu vi
khach d6 t&i quan. Khi nhan dwore thdng bao ngwoi nay hién dang & cira
hang, nhan vién diéu tra da gap ridt t&i gdp vi khach d6. Anh ta da dong y
lam gidm dinh DNA.

Va két qua gidm dinh da chirng minh, vi khach kia 1a chi nhan cua
nhirng dau loc thudc 14. Ciling tirc 1a, chinh Yokomori da virt dau loc thudc
14 & hién treong gy an. Theo d6, canh sat da ra quy€t dinh triéu tap
Yokomori d€ diéu tra.

Khong r6 Motomiya co’ cau ki€u gi ma anh ta dwore giao phu trach 187y
15 khai clia Yokomori. Con Nitta thi dwoc sim vai thuw ky.

Yokomori thira nhan da 18y ddu loc thudc 14 ciia nguoi khac tai quan
hamburger va virt & hién treong vu dn. Tuy nhién, y khéng thira nhian hanh



vi gdy an. Y khiang khiang minh khong hé giét ai ca.

“Vay tai sao anh lai virt dau loc thudc 1a & d6?” Motomiya lic nay néi
ning van con lich si.

Yokomori khé chiju trd 1oi: “Téi chi mudn choc tirc ho thoi.”

“Choc teec?”

“Thang hodc, t6i c6 di qua khu cdng treong do, '0n ao chét di dwgrec. Nén
to6i chi mu6n, sao nhi, goi la ¢ chit chdng d6i.”

Yokomori binh tinh dwoc nhw vdy ¢6 18 vi y cho riang canh sdt tuyét doi
s& khong thé tim ra bang chirng. Nhung ngay khi Motomiya nhéc t&i viéc
khdm xét nha riéng, y bat dau ludng cudng.

“Tai sao cac anh lai phai luc sodt nha t6i? T6i da lam gi? T6i chgng biet
ngwoi nao da bi gi€t hay bi gi€t dau, khong cé bang chirng gi, sao cdc anh
¢ the’1am vay?” Mit y rd rang di tdi nhot di, vAy ma vanh mét lai dd ngau.

“Anh c6 vé vin chura hi€u nhi. Vo'n di chiing tdi bit anh ciling dwoc roi
day.”

“Y anh 12 sa0?”

“Nay cau, giai thich cho anh ta di.”

Bi Motomiya goi, Nitta bo1 161 nhin Yokomori.

“Anh da thwa nhan vt dau loc thudc 14 & d6. Tie 1a da vi pham diéu
Mot, ludt pham t6i nhe. Anh ¢6 th€ bi bo tu twe 1 dé€n 30 ngay, va ndp phat tw
mot dén muoi nghin yén.”

“Anh dang noi gi vay...”

“Anh hi€u t6i dang nd6i gi ma? Thoi, t6i nay anh c tw ti nghi ngoi di
nhé. Nghe néi trai giam nay ciing d& ngl thdi.” Motomiya vui vé thong bdo.

Chaalng bao lau sau, canh sét ti€n hanh kham xét nha Yokomori, nhu’ng
ra't ti€c, ho khong tim ra hung khi nao ca. bén ca doi gang tay, tht chic
chéin s& bj dinh mau n&u hin ding khi gy 4n, ciing chang tha’y dau. The
nhung, chi€c 4o jacket den ma camera chdng trdm thu hinh dworc thi ¢6 &
dé. Ngoai ra ho con thu gitr dwoe ta't ca sau chi€c quan jeans, bay doi giay
va mi bong chay.



K&t qua giam dinh d6 ctia nghi pham cho thay, co tay do Iwu lai vét tich
da dwoc giat qua bang xa phong. Yokomori khong mang d6 toi tiém giat ai
hin vi s’ nhan vién & do6 sinh nghi. Nhu’ng gia du hin mang &6 di giit Gi
that, c6 1€ k&t qua s&é van vay. B&i vdi su tién bd cia khoa hoc diéu tra hién
nay, ngwoi ta ¢6 thé tim ra vét mau & don vi micro.

Co tay 40 Yokomori ¢6 dinh mau. K&t qua giam dinh DNA ciing cho
tha’y d6 chinh 1a mau cia Tadokoro Shouichi.

Ban d4u, Yokomori con gilt im 1ing, nhung khi canh sit dwa bang ching ra
thi hdn dwong nhwr da cha’p nhan, 1én tiéng thira nhan hanh vi pham tdi. Va

khi Motomiya hdi vé dong co’ gdy 4n, hiin ciing thanh that khai nhan, vi hin
mudn Tadokoro Michiyo thudc vé minh.

Yokomori bit dau tham gia 1&p hoc ndu in tir miia thu nim ngodi. Mot
ngay no, dot nhién h&n muén tw nwong banh mi, tim trén mang thi bit gap
16p day nd'u an cia Tadokoro Michiyo, Yokomori da goi budi hoc déu tién
dé 1a “cudc gdp go dinh ménh.”

Lic nhin anh trén trang web, hin ciing 3 cdm nhan dwoc ring Tadokoro
Michiyo 12 mdt phu nit vo cling cudn hiit. Khong chi ngoai hinh bt mit ma
¢d con luén an ¢an voi ngeoi khac, ludn tha'u hi€u va d€'y ca nhirng diéu
nhd nhat nha't. V&i Yokomori, Tadokoro Michiyo con dac biét diu dang.
MB®i Tan Yokomori lam hdng gi d6, y nhw ring Michiyo s& an i hét 101,
khi&n hén vui vé tr& lai. Giong Michiyo nhw th€ mot ngudi chi dang thi thi
tam tinh v&i ciu em trai...

“Thé& thi sao chr?” Nitta chen vao gitra chung. “Co &y ddi x& voi anh
nhw vy chi vi anh 1a hoc vién théi. T6i doan voi ai ¢6 &y cling s€ nhw vay.”
“Khong dau,” giong hin sic bén. “Co Ay d6i vdi toi dic biét 1am. Liic
t0i nhao bot banh, c6 'y con dirng sau lwng, CAm tay tOi hwdng dan co ma.

Co &y chi lam vay voi toi thoi.”
“Chtr khong phai tai anh doang qué a?”

“V& van!” Yokomori ddp ban danh bup.



“Binh tinh, binh tinh nao!” Motomiya gio’ tay hoa hoan. “Ching ta ct
nghe chuyén da.” Motomiya néi voi Nitta, r'oi lai quay qua nhin Yokomori.
“Tém lai la anh tring ti€ng sét di tinh voi cd gido ding khong?”

Yokomori ham ham, “Ti€ng sét gi ma ti€ng sét, dé 1a cudc gap go' dinh
ménh!”

“Thoi sao ciing duge. The sau d6 chuyén thé nao?”

“Pwong nhién 1a tdi van dé&n 1&p thdi, khi lich trinh cho phép.”

Yokomori di nghi viéc tir thang Chin ndm ngodi. Nghe du, ctr hé di 1am
la han lai bj h'6i hop d&€n mirc ng'6i khdong da thdy khé &, md héi tran tda ra
dam dia. Cac bac si chan doan han mac bénh tram cam.

La ty phd thoi gian, ddng ra hin c6 th€ t&i 16p hoc nd'u #n hing ngay,
khd ndi, gido vién lai luan phién. Hon nita, hoc phi ciing khd chdt. Thanh
thir, mOt tuan han hoc dwoc hai, ba budi 1a cling.

Yokomori lué6n mong t&i ngay di hoc nhe mong me di chg’ vé. Puoc
gap Tadokoro Michiyo la niém vui swdng tdt cing ctia han. Hom nay c6 &y
s€ médc quan 4o, d€ ki€u téc, hay cwei véi minh thé nao nhi, chi twdng
tirong vay thoi da khién hin vui nhu mé co trong bung.

Dién da, hin bét d4u tha'y hoc ni'u dn thdi thi chwa dd. Hén mudn biét
nhi€u hon vé Tadokoro Michiyo. Chang nhirng th€’, da tim mudn ddc
chi&€m nguwoi phu nit d6 ngay mét 1on hon trong han.

Pén mot ngay no, nhén ldc chi ¢6 hai ngwoi & 16p hoc, khong d€ vudt
ma't co’ hdi cé mot khong hai d6, Yokomori d6c hét rudt gan ma té tinh:
“T6i thich em, tdi yéu em tir tdn day long minh.”

“Thé& r'6i co &'y ndi sao?” Motomiya hoi.

Yokomori thé dai danh thwet. “Co &y cam on toi va...”

“Cam on roi sao ntra?”

“Chi vay thoi,” Yokomori cwei nhat. “Thé nén td6i md&i danh 1iéu hoi
xem cO &y nghi thé nao vé minh.”

“Co Ay tra loi sao?”

A A2

“Co Ay bao toi 1a mot ngwoi t6t, mot hoc tro ra't nhiét huyét.”



Motomiya nhéch moi cwoi. “May qua con gi, it ra anh cling khong bi
ghét.”

“V&i mot phu nir da c6 ch'ong nhuw ¢d &y, ciu tra 161 d6 dd 1a dd 14m
r'oi.” Yokomori lanh ling budng loi.

“T6i lai nghi khong phai dau,” Motomiya chan nan lIam bam, nhung
ngay sau d6, anh kinh ngac hai ti€p: “L€ nao ddy la dong co'?”

“Pung vay. Khong phai ngay tw dau t6i da ndi r'oi sao, tdi mudn c6 &y la
ctia minh.”

“Khong phai ctr gi€t chdong nguoi ta 1a d61 phwong s€ thanh ctia minh
dau.”

Yokomori khong hé nao niing, tron mét nhin lai Motomiya. “Anh chang
hi€u gi ca.”
“T6i khong hi€u gi co?”

“Moi chuyén 1€ ra da ra't td't dep. Nguoi dan Ong kia chét, ¢6 &y thanh
nguwoi ty do, va di nhién 1a s€ c6 the’ dwong dwong chinh chinh yéu t6i. R'6i
hai ngwoi chdng tdi s€ hanh phic hon gio’ gd’p boi phan.” Yokomori cong
moi 1én vé thi han. “Nhung canh sét cdc ngudi dd phd hdng ta't ca.”

Motomiya trom mét ra chiéu buc tirc, doan quay qua nhin Nitta, 15c dau.
Mat anh ta nhw han Ién chu: “Ga nay dién roi!”

Sau d6, Yokomori da thuét lai chi ti€t trinh ty gy an. Hén biét vé thoi
quen chay b ctia nan nhan tir Tadokoro Michiyo, sau d6 con ty minh bam
du6i nan nhan d€ xdc nhan lai lich trinh. Hin bd dau loc thudc 14 lai gan
hién treong hong che gid'u viéc ban than sdng gan d6 va ca viéc da dung xe
dap khi giy 4n. Yokomori khong c6 théi quen hit thudc, thanh thit han da
nghi canh sdt s& giip kho khin khi diéu tra, muyc tiéu ban dau clia hin 13 mot
miii tén tring hai dich nay. Hin con 13 khich quen ctia quan hamburger no
nén niam 1ong khu vue dwoc phép hiit thudc.

Céch thiec gy an thi hdu nhw chaalng khéc suy doan ctia Nitta la may.
Hin dap xe dudi theo Tadokoro Shouichi dang chay bo roi bit chuyén vi
nan nhan tr dang sau. Yokomori goi thgng té€n cda nan nhan, Tadokoro



Shouichi ngac nhién dwng lai. Khi d6 anh ta dang & ngay phia tredc cong
trrong xay dwng no.

Sau d6, hin xudng xe, lai gan phia nan nhan. P& khién Tadokoro
Shouichi mat canh gidc, han niém n& twoi cwoi va chao héi “Lau roi
khong gdp anh!”

“Trwde d6 anh tirng gdp Tadokoro Shouichi r'éi a?” Motomiya hoi.

Yokomori lic dau.

“T6i biét han, nhung chic chin hin khong hé biét téi. Nhung néu toi
bit chuyén theo cdch d6, ching phai hin s& ma't thoi gian suy nghi xem toi
la ai sao? ‘Minh da gap ngwoi nay & dau nhi,’ chaamg han. T6i chinh 12 nhim
t&i khodnh khic hin ma't canh gidc d6.”

Sau khi chic chén khong c6 ai dang di t&i, hin mdi rit con dao da tha
san trong ngudi ra, dim vio bung nan nhan. Liic hin rit dao ra khdi ngudi
nan nhan, Tadokoro Shouichi 6m 18y bung, guc xudng. R'6i hin kéo tay,
day nan nhan vao bén trong khu cong treong dang xay dung qua khe hé
hang rao ma hin da mé ra tr trwede. Tai d6 hdn con dAm nan nhan thém mot
nhét vao lung. K&t qua, Tadokoro Shouichi nga ra dat, khong con dong day
gl nira.

Sau khi vt d4u loc thudc 14, hin dit thanh hang rao lai nhv cii, treo 1€n
xe dap, dap di. Hin khong giip ai cho d&n khi ra t&i cau Eitai. Piéu d6 cang
1am hén tin chic thn linh dang doi theo va ditng vé phia minh.

“PE& t6i n6i anh nghe chuyén nay hay 1m.” Sau khi nghe mot mach ciu
chuyén, Motomiya m&i mé 101.

“Anh nght tai sao ching t6i lai Ian ra dwoc anh? Chinh Tadokoro
Michiyo khi nhin tha’y hinh anh khudén mat anh & camera chong trom da
néi cho chiing tdi biét vé anh dd’y. Rdng ngwdi 4y 12 Yokomori Hitoshi.
Anh bj bit chinh 14 b&i ngwdi phu nit ma anh ao wéce c6 bang dwoc.”

DAau vay bi€u cam ctia Yokomori van chang hé thay doi. “Thé thi sao?”
Yokomori hitng ho’ héi lai. “Anh néi xem, thé” thi sao nao?”

“Thi viéc anh lam 1a v6 ich, 1a chang c6 nghia ly gi chit sao. Anh chi
dang ty hily hoai cudc doi ctia chinh minh thoi.”



Nghe vay, Yokomori hwdng 4nh mét thwong cdm vé phia Motomiya, néi
voi giong khong ngtr di€u, “Anh chang hi€u gi ca.”



ce dn ding 13 @6 dién, that da’y! To6i lam cdi nghé nay bao nhiéu nim
roi, ma’y tén dé ngwoi nhw thé chging hiéu sao cang ngay cang 1im.
Ma diing 1a tir trede dén gior, dong cor gdy 4n toan do viedng méic chuyén
tinh yéu tinh bdo, tién bac cta cai, d&€n phat dién ma't thoi. Song t6i con do,
ching m&y ndi ma vé huu, con cu, gier méi bt dau thoi da’y. Nghi dén
twong lai &y ma t6i thad'y thwong cdu qua.” Motomiya tim sy khi hai ngwoi
ho dang buwdre di trén con dwong xung quanh san sat nhirng tda chung cw
cao ting. T6c anh dang vudt hét ra ding sau, hin 1 anh mé&i tr hidu cdt téc
vé. Ngay khi vu 4n 1dng xudng Motomiya da di cit téc.

“Nhung khong bi€t chiing ta da giai quyét triét d€ vu nay chwa nhi?”
Nitta nghiéng dau.

“C4u noi linh tinh gi vay? Chglng phai Yokomori da ty thi r6i ddy sao?
May chuyén khéc cting di€u tra hét roi.”

“Viéc d6 thi em hi€u. Nhung van ¢6 mot chi tiét trong dong cor gdy dn
ma em chwa thong dugrce.”

“T6i thi khac gi cau dau. Pong co’ v&r van thé co' ma, thdong thé nao
dwoc cor chir. Khd ndi hung thi da khai thé” thi danh chiu thoi.”

“Chuyén do thi khong n6i lam gi...”

“Thé& 14 chuyén gi? C4u con gi bat mdn?” Motomiya gin giong, td vé
bwc boi.

“Hwm, em ciing khong 1o ntra. Nhung em ¢6 cdm gidc minh da bd sét
diéu gi dé chwa go’ hét.”



“Lai gi nira dy, thing nhii nay! Ptrng twéng nhin ra dworc thii doan clia
ma’y dau loc thudc 14 kia 1a dwgre phép 1€n mat nhé. M’y cai tro vat vanh
4y, chi ¢an thém chit thoi gian nira thoi, anh day thwra sirc 14t tay.”

“Em biét chir.”

“Biét that khong da’y? Sao, ciu cwoi gi ha? Ma dén r'oi kia, mau di
th6i.” Motomiya dwng chan, ngwdc 1én nhin tdoa chung cw bén canh.

Khi nghe dwgrc ndi dung khai nhan ctia Yokomori, gwong mat can doi
cta Tadokoro Michiyo tirc thi tré nén clirng dor. D ¢6 ¢6 trang di€m nhuwng
ho van nhin ra mit c6 dang tdi mét, “Nhitng viéc cu th€ khac, sau day
chuing t6i s€ ti€p tuc lam rd, nhwng dai d€, Yokomori da khai nhén nhw vay.
Chij c6 gi thic mic khdng a?” Sau khi k&t thiic cAu chuyén, Motomiya 1én
ti€ng hoi.

“T6i that khong dam tin. Sao ngwoi &y lai ¢ theé' lam ra mot chuyén nhw
vay cht? Trwdc khi tham gia 16’p day nd'u an cia toi, anh ta khong hé quan
tam t&i chuyén bép nic. Mot ngwoi nhw vay lai dan dan yéu thich nau
nwdng nén toi that sy da ra't vui.”

“Ra't ti€c, thir anh ta dam mé lai khdng phai 1a nhirng mén an. Chuyén
nay that qua khing khié€p. Mot Tan nira, toi xin dwoe chia budn véi chi”
Motomiya cti d4u, Nitta cling bit chudc theo.

“Nhung t0i van chwa th€ nao tin dwore chuyén nay. Toi van ctr nghi anh
ta 1a m6t ngwoi lanh tinh.”

“Chj khong nhan ra tinh cdm cua Yokomori Hitoshi a?”

Nghe Motomiya hoi vdy, mdt Tadokoro Michiyo ¢ chiit kho chiu.

“Néu ndi hoan toan khong nhén ra thi 1a néi ddi. Ban ndy anh cling k&
day thoi, c6 Tan anh ta da to tinh v&i toi.”

“Chj khong tha’y s¢’ gi 47 Anh ta c6 thé s& bdm dudi chi 1dm cht?”

Tadokoro Michiyo khé nhoc lic d4u.

“Le& ra t6i nén nghi t&i may chuyén da’y. Chi la qua thwc anh ta khong
gdy ra chuyén gi phién phirc d&€n mirc phai lam gi d6. Nhung néi gi thi ndi,
toi ding la qua ma't canh gidc r6i.”



“Xa hoi gio cling 1dm ki€u ngwdi ma chi. Van c6 ké coi sy quan tAm
don thuan la tinh y€u dac biét dd’y thoi.”

“Véng, nhé ra t6i phai nhan ra sém hon m&i phai...” Nhw khong thé
chiu dgng thém nwra, Tadokoro Michiyo cii gam xudng, dwa khan mui soa
1én lau dudi mit nhw moi ban.

Nitta danh mét 1én phia trén ti trang tri, van 1 sdu chiéc ly den Darkside
Un Parfait ctia Baccarat, mén qua ma nan nhan da tang cho vo’ nhan dip ky
niém mot nam ngay cudi. Ky niém mot nam ngay cwdi a, mot ngay dic biét
qué nhi.

L&op swong mu bao phad tAm tri Nitta dot nhién bi€n ma't, thir anh ki€m
tim mai ma chwa thdy gio da hién nguyén hinh dang. Va anh khong khoi
bang hoang tred’c quang canh hoan toan ngoai strc twdng twong do.

“Chi c6 tung...” Nitta da bat gidc ca't 1o tw ldc nao. ... day lam
chocolate & 1op day nd'u dn khong vay a?”

Tadokoro Michiyo bd1 r61 nhin sang Nitta. “Chocolate sao?”

“Nhur 12 triede 1€ tinh nhan chaalng han? T61 th@y ti-vi hay chi€u may
chwong trinh thé” ma, ki€u cung ty lam chocolate d€ ting ai d6 &y.”

“A...) co gat dau. “Cai do thi c6. Noi la chocolate tw lam nhung thuc
cha't 1a lam m&y mén banh keo twr chocolate thoi.”

“Nam nay cting c6 budi hoc thé a?”

“Vang. Ching t6i lam vao dau thang Hai thi phadi. C6 van dé gi sao?”
“Chi cling da tang cho anh nha chocolate ty lam a?”

“Vang. Toi xin 18i nhung...”

“Pém x4y ra 4n mang...” Nitta ngit 1&i Tadokoro Michiyo, ti¢p tuc hai,
“... anh nha da udng rwegru ding khong a? bém do la dém ngay 14 thang
Ba, ciing 12 ngay Tinh nhan tring. T6i c6 nghe nhan vién & cdng ty anh nha
noi, anh &y 1a mot ngwoi ra't coi trong nhirng dip dac biét nhw vay. Néu chi
da tdng anh 2y chocolate ty lam, hin anh Ay s€ khong quén dap lai dau
nhi?”



“A, chuyén d6...” Tadokoro Michiyo chirng nhw vira hit mot hoi that
sau. Hinh nhw ¢6 dang cang thang.

“A, vang.” C6 ddp. “Anh néi khong sai. T61 d6 chiing toi di cling udng
reou.”

“Con bira 67 thi sao? Hai ngwoi dn ngoai a?”

“Khéng dau, nhwng t6i d6 anh &y nd'u chir khong phai t6i.”

“Anh nha nd’u an &y a?”

“Vang. Anh 2y leo lai tdin ma’y quan an ma, nén cling c6 chut tay nghe.”

“Ra la vay. Td1 d6 hai ngwoi an mon gi vay a?”

“Bo Stroganoff, mot sy két hop hoan hao v&i vang dd.”

“C6 vé anh chi da ¢6 mot budi t6i v cling hanh phic. Hai nguoi an
xong lic maYy gio?”

“Cai do thi...” Tadokoro Michiyo khé nghiéng dau.

“Tam 9 gio hay 10 gio a?”

“Vang, chéc 12 khoang d6.”

“Ttc la an xong chwa day hai tiéng d6ng h'é6 anh nha da chay b6 nhi.
Trong nguwoi lai ¢6 hoi men nira, that khong td't cho stre khoe chiit nao.”

M0t tia nhin xuyén thau vd ciing lanh lung nhu vira thoét hién I1én trong
mat Tadokoro Michiyo. T4t nhién, chi trong thodng chd'c, mdi c6 lai né mot
nu cwoi ¢6 the goi 1a ¢6 quanh.

“N6i vay chir ching t6i udng khong nhiéu. Vi lai, binh thwong anh &y
van chay sau khi u6ng nhw thé nén toi ciing khong quéd ban tAm. Nhwng loi
anh noi ciling ding that. Chay thé” ding la khong t6t cho sirc khoe chit nao,
1€ ra tdi nén ngidn anh &y m&i phai.”

“MAa’y nguoi ty tin véi siee khde clia ban than toan lam ma'y viée trai
khody qua nhi.”

“Pung that a. Du gio’ n6i thi cling d@ mudn ma't roi.”



“Chi 1a, c6 trai khody that hay khong thi phai diéu tra m&i r6 duoc. Bdi
vay, toi day chung t6i s€ di€u tra thém vé van dé nay.”
Chung nhw khong hiéu y ctia Nitta, méat Tadokoro Michiyo ctt d4o lién
01.
“Chung toi s& doc lai k&t qua gidi phau ti thi. C6 ding 1a anh nha da
udng rrgu hay khong, n€u uéng thi nhi€u hay it, roi anh 8y da an mon gi.
K&t qua gidi phiu sé giai ddp cho ta td't cd nhitng thac mic d6.”

Khudn mit xinh dep ctia nha nghién ctru 4m thuc thodt chdc trd nén vo
cadm nhw chiéc miit na kich Noh. Sau d6 ¢ ciing chang néi ching rang.

“Um...” Motomiya 1én ti€ng pha v& sy im ling. “Tém lai tinh hinh diéu
tra ciia ching t6i la vay. N&u diéu tra dwoc gi thém, ching t6i s€ lai bdo cho
chi. Viy chung t61 xin phép.”

Tadokoro Michiyo twoi cwoi tré lai, “Vang, vdy nho ca vao cac anh a.”

Ra dén thém chia hai ngwoi toan chao Tan ntra thi cd cdt ti€ng ndi, “Anh
Nitta ndy, vo ch'ong sdng v&i nhau ¢6 nhiéu van dé 14m, c¢6 the anh van
con tré nén chwa hi€u dwoc thoi.”

Nitta gat dau, dap lai, “T6i s€ nh& loi nay ctia chi.”

Vira ra d&€n hanh lang, Motomiya da thdc cti chd vao mang swon Nitta.

“Thang nhii ndy, dinh n6i ma’y chuyén da’y thi phai bdo v&i anh day ty
tredc chir. Khong thd’y t6i ldng ting chét di dwoc a?”

“Em xin 101, tai em nghi ra dot ngodt qua.”

“Thoi di, chi gidi nguy bién.”

“Anh Motomiya,” Nitta ding bwdc, nhin khudn mit vi canh sat dan anh.

“C6 chuyén nay em mudn nho’ anh. Anh c¢é thé€ cho em chit thoi gian dwoc
khong, phién anh!”



Trong phong hdi cung, Yokomori ng'di phia d&i dién 16 rd mot vé sin
sang. Ngay ca ldc ng'di xudng ghé’, hin van git cdi cdm hoi vénh Ién, to
vé khinh khinh v&i Nitta & phia bén kia.

“HOm nay anh phu trach hoi cung a?” Yokomori hoi.

“Séc mit anh vAn twoi tinh qud nhi. That khong nhin ra ndi ddng vé ctia
mot tén nghi pham giét nguoi tredre ngay bi khéi t&'.” Nitta ca't ti€ng. Hom
nay, Motomiya chju trach nghiém ghi chép. Anh da thwong thdo véi
Inagaki d€ moi chuyén dién ra nhuw thé'.

“Cai viéc khdi t6 kia, cac nguoi ¢ thé lam nhanh nhanh 1én dwoc
khong? L€ ré qua. T6i da khai hét moi chuyén roi ma, cé gi d€ hoi nra
dau.”

“Rat ti€c ching t6i khong thé gitp anh dwoe roi. Vi toan bo ndi dung vu
4n van chua dwoc 1am sdng t0.”

Yokomori chdn nan nh&ch moéi. “Anh con tha’y chwa hai long vé diém
nao?”

“Ngay 14 thang Ba, hai vo ch'dng nha Tadokoro Michiyo da khong cung
dung bira v&i nhau.” Nitta bdt ngo’ vao chuyén chinh. “Nan nhan khéng hé
u6ng mdt ngum rwg'u nao cung v minh, thirc an trong da day nan nhan
cling hoan toan khac so v&i mén ma Tadokoro Michiyo da néi. Chuyén nay
la sao nhi?”

Yokomori nhin sang ngang, Tam bam, “Sao t61 bi€t dwoc.”



“Anh Tadokoro Shouichi 1a ngwoi ra't coi trong nhirng dip dic biét cta
gia dinh. Mot ngwoi nhw thé lai khong dung bira véi ver vao ngay Tinh
nhan tring. Chiing t6i thit mudn biet Iy do Ay 1a gi.”

“Thé cac anh ty di ma nghi, néi voi toi lam gi.”

“Chung t6i mudn nghe thir suy doan ctia anh Yokomori. Vo' ch'ong sdng
v&i nhau ba nidm, binh thwdng han phai ciing nhau chiic miung ngay 18 chi
nhi.”

“Thwong thi 1a vdy. Nhwng vor ch'ong thi cling ¢6 chuyén nay chuyén kia
chtr, ngwoi ngoai ching ta sao c6 thé€ biét dwgre.”

“Ra vay,” Nitta ngé khuén méat gay som ctia Yokomori. “Tai sao anh lai
quy€t dinh ra tay vao hom dé vay?”

“Ha?” Anh nhin caa Yokomori da dao dong.
“MOot cip vo chong k&t hon di ba nim sé& & nha vao dém 1€ Tinh nhan
< A v \ z r 18 2 A2 A h A A2, A
trang, nang ly chic mwng, c6 the’'lam chui. N€u vay, ngwoi ch'dng ta't nhién
s€ khong ra ngoai chay bo. Va nhu theé’, diu anh ¢6 cho & d6 thi cling chi
cdng cdc. Anh khong nghi t&i chuyén d6 sao?”

“Toi... quén mat...”

“Quén?”

“T6i quén ma't hdm Ay 12 12 Tinh nhan tring, vay thoi.”

Nitta Iic dau. “Khdng c6 chuyén Ay dau.”

“Tai sao?”

“Ngay hom do6, anh goi moén gi & quan hamburger, camera da ghi lai hét.
Mén dic biét cho ngay 1& Tinh nhan tring. DAu anh c6é quén, thi lic &y chic
chén ciing phai nhé ra.”

Yokomori rut ngwoi lai nhw the€ vira bi danh dp, cau ¢6 quay sang ngang.

“Theo to1 tha'y, vo' chong nha Tadokoro ciing chaalng phéi com lanh canh
ngot gi cho cam.” Nitta n€u y ki€n. “Theo nhw chung tb1 di€u tra dworc, gan
day Tadokoro Shouichi thwong xuyén an ngoai. Nhan vién cda anh ta cho

hay, nan nhan con tham gia ca nhirng budi lién hoan khdng nha't thi€t phai
c6 mit. Hin 12 anh ta dang tranh #n com nha. Ma da lién hoan 4t phai udng



reou. Nhirng t61 do, ¢ 1€ anh ta s€ khong chay bd. Pung vay, dao gan day,
fan sud't chay ctia anh ta khdng con thwong xuyén ntra. Diéu tra vién thu
thap 1o khai quanh hién treong ctia ching téi da dwa ra k&t ludn nhw vay.
Viy 1am sao c6 th€ nhim dwoc ngy nio anh ta chic chin s& chay bo?”
Nitta vira nhin khuoén mét nhon hoét ctia Yokomori vira tiép tuc. “Mot t&i
c6 dip 1€ gi dic biét ching? Hom Ay chic hin anh ta sé giuc nhan vién cta
minh vé som, vi vy khong thé nao c6 lién hoan dwgc. Néu khong udng
regu, c6 the' ti d6 anh ta s€ chay bd. Va trén thyc t€, t6i d6 nan nhan da
thay @0 th€ thao va ra ngoai. Va'n dé & chd, tai sao anh lai bi€t chuyén d6?
Né&u khong phai, hay cho t6i bi€t 1y do anh chon dém hém ay?”

Vay nhung, Yokomori khong ddp. Mit hin vin quay sang ngang 0 ril,
khong h€ nhtc nhich.

“Anh Yokomori,” Nitta ci't ti€ng goi. “Liéu c6 phai ai d6 da nho’ anh
gi€t Tadokoro Shouichi khong vay?”

Ma Yokomori giat giat.

“La that d@y. Hom trwdc té6i moi gap chi Tadokoro Michiyo, chi &y
khong hé ndi xau vEé anh Yokomori mot chit nao ca. C nhw thé chi ay
ma&i 1a ngwoi ¢6 tdi vay. Sao lai thé” nhi?” N6i xong, Nitta chi ngdi d6 cho
phan rng cua ddi phwong.

Mot 14t sau, Yokomori thé hit ra mot tiéng. Toan than hin khé run 1én
roi hin mim cudi.

“Cfing ra gi d6 chit. Anh canh sit day c6 vé ciing c¢6 ndo nhi.” Han quay
sang nhin Nitta. “N61 hét ra thi hen qua dam t61 im ldng, nhwng bi anh nhin
ramatroi.”

“Vay dung la ai d6 da nho anh sao?”

“Khong phai. La t6i da @€ xuad't nhw vdy. B&i tdi mudn ciru co ay.”

“Anh dang n6i dé€n chi Tadokoro Michiyo a? Anh néi ctru 1a sao?”

“Tat nhién la ctru ¢6 &Yy thoat khoi ga dan dng ch?ing khac nao 4c ma &y
r6i.” R'6i hin tiép tuc ciu chuyén sau 1o mao dau.

Vai ngay sau hom t tinh, hin lai ¢6 co hdi & riéng v&i Todokoro
Michiyo. Khi &y, hin di nhin thA'y mét thit vd ciing kinh khing. Hom d6



Tadokoro Michiyo khoéc 4o cardigan bén ngoai mdt chi€c 4o thun cdc tay,
nhung do troi nong, ¢6 da cdi 4o ngoai ra. Va trén hai canh tay 10 ra &y chi
chit nhirng v€t bam tim tham si.

Nhung khi Yokomori hdi xem da c¢6 chuyén gi thi Tadokoro Michiyo lai
chi thang thdt, khodc 4o vao. R6i ¢6 khang khang néi khong c6 gi, may vet
kia chi Ia do va cham nhe.

Khong th€ chdp nhén 1o gidi thich d6, Yokomori nai ni hdi cho ra sy
that. Mai sau Tadokoro Michiyo m¢&i khé nhoc k€ lai, rﬁng cO bi ch'dng bao
hanh. B ngoai anh ta to ra 1a m6t ngwoi hét myce diu dang, bao dung,
nhung ma, chi ¢an khdng vira y viéc gi anh ta sn sang dong tay dong chan
ngay. Pac bi€t, mau ghen cua anh ta ra't kinh khiing, chi can Tadokoro
Michiyo td ra than thi€t vori dan 6ng khac mot chiit thoi, anh ta s€ ndi con
tam banh. B&i the’, cd con dang tinh dé€n chuyén s€ khong nhan nam hoc
sinh vao 1&p day nd'u an ntra.

Yokomori bang hoang khong tin d6 1a sy that, khuyén Tadokoro Michiyo
nén sé'm chia tay anh ta. Nghe vay, Tadokoro nwdc méit ngén nwée mat dai,
néi rang n&u 1am dworc vay thi con gi hanh phiic bang. C6 tAm s, tredc day
Tadokoro Shouichi da rd't nhiéu I4n ra tay ctru gitp cong ty cua bd cd. N€u
gio* Michiyo yéu cau ly hon, chic chin anh ta sé& thiic ép chuyén trd n¢’, bo’
me ¢6 dén tuodi nay roi, co6 khdng mudn ho phai chiu cyc nwra.

“T6i kinh ngac 1dm. Ngudi con gdi ldc nao cling vui vé, hoat bat khi dé
trong lai dau thwong vo bo'. Nhwng héa ra d6 méi 1a gwong mat that cia cd
Ay. Thyc ra, cd &y 1a modt ngwoi vo ciing nhay cdm, dé bj t&n thwong. Binh
thwong c6 &y chi deo mat na thdi. Hom &’y 1a Tan dau tién t6i nhan ra diéu
do, va cam tha’y phan nd tot do. Toi khong the tha thit cho nhirng hanh
dong vo 1y cia ga ta dwgrc. Toi nghi minh phai lam gi daYy.”

“Lam gi ddy... la sat hai Tadokoro Shouichi a?”

“Dwrong nhién.”

“Anh ciing néi chuyén d6 v&i chi Tadokoro Michiyo sao?”
“Vang. Nhung ta't nhién t61 khong noi thzatng tudt ra dau.”

“Vay anh n6i1 theé nao?”



“Ki€u n€u anh ta khong con ntra thi em c6 theé’ & bén tdi khdng, dai loai
the".”

“R6i chi 4y phéan (rng thé nao?”

“Co6 Ay chi budn rau lac dau.” Yokomori cup dudi 16ng may xudng. “Co
4y bao t6i chd ¢6 nghi t&i nhieng viéc dang s¢, minh ¢d Ay chiu dung la da
r'oi, cd 4y khong mudn cudn thém ai vao m¢ bong bong a4y ca. Va rang, tat
nhién, n€u ké kia khong con, c6 8y s€ dwoe ty do yéu dwong, nhung c6 ay
da tw bd woc mudn &y twr 1au. Nghe cd Ay tdm sy nhw vay, téi da quyét y,
bang ba't cr gid nao minh cling phai ctru cho dwoec ngwoi phu nir nay.”

Nitta quay qua nhin Motomiya dang ng'di bén canh r'éi lai dwa mét tré
lai phia Yokomori.

“Hai ngwoi cuing 1€n k& hoach gié€t nguoi a?”

“Mot minh tdi thdi. Du ding nhw anh vira néi, thdng tin anh ta chic chin
di chay vao t&i ngay 1€ Tinh nhan tring 14 c6 'y da néi cho t6i.”

“Nhung cudi cling chi &y van phan bdi anh nhi? Liic nhin thd’y 4nh anh
trén camera chong trom, chi &y da khai ra tén anh ma. Anh nghi sao vé
chuyén d6?”

“Anh ding c6 ma nghi vay. Co Ay ciing 12 ba't dic di thdi. C6 &y ¢6 néi
dd1, thi cay kim trong boc lau ngay cling s€ 101 ra. T61 nghi c6 &y lam nhw
vay la ding. V&i cd, néi di phai ndi lai, cac anh ché’ing hiéu cdi quéi gi ca.
T6i mudn ciru cd Ay, va chi ¢in lam dwoc diéu d6 thoi 1a téi da thd'y man
nguyén roi. Toi chic chin co6 4y cling ra't cdm kich toi vi chuyén d6.”
Yokomori néi vé day tw hao, lai vénh cai cdm nhon hodt 1én.



Trén chiéc dia tred'c mat c6 bay mot cai banh kem hinh quat. Lop
chocolate pht ngoai trong v cung bong min.
“Pay 1a mot trong nhirng mén ma tdi da gidi thiéu voi cac hoc vién
tredc ngay 1€ Tinh nhin nidm nay.” Tadokoro Michiyo néi. Cd dang van 4o
len, bén ngoai deo thém chi€c tap d€.

“Chi cuing tdng anh nha banh nay a?”
Nghe Nitta héi vay, c6 nhin vai. “Tdi cling chzatng nh& nira.”

“Ttrc 12 ngay 1& Tinh nhan nim nay chj khong ting anh nha chocolate
ding khong? Hoac gia chi c6 dinh ting di chang nira, han anh &y cling sé
khong nhan.”

“T6i khong hi€u anh dang mudn néi gi. Chuyén do thi lién quan gi t&i
vy an?” C6 dat tach tra tredrc mat Nitta. Hwong tra Darjeeling phang phat.

Nitta dang ¢6 mat & can phong dwoc treng dung lam I&p day nd'u an.
Anh va Tadokoro Michiyo dang ng'6i d&i di€n nhau qua chi€c ban thir d6
an. Hién Motomiya khong di cung anh.

“Gén day toi c6 nghe ttr mot ¢d gdi chuyén nay thd vi 1dm. Co 4y bao
khu6n mat mdc, tiec mat that cia phu ntr cling ¢é hang gia hang that.”

Tadokoro Michiyo nghiéng khudn mit vin dang mim cwoi. Nhwng doi
mat cd lai 4nh 1én mot tia canh gidc.

“Yokomori Hitoshi bao anh ta da tha'y mat that cia chi. Gwong mat bé
noi lic nao cling vui vé, hoat bat chi 1a mét na, con gwong mat that ¢ phian



nhay cdm va dé bj ton thwong thi chj da gidu di. Nhung sao nhi? Liéu
khudn mat that ma anh ta trong tha’y c¢6 phai la hang that khong nhi?”

“Y anh 1 sa0?” C6 chép mét.

“Chi c6 tip gym dung khong? Hinh nhu chi cling tap boi tuan hai Tan gi
dé thi phai?”

“Vang.”

“Vay thi la that d&y. Thoi di€m Yokomori thdy nhirng vé€t bam trén hai
cénh tay chi, chi van di tdp boi nhw thweong 1€ nhi? VAy ma nhitng ngwoi
thwong xuyén di boi r'oi cd nhan vién & d6 hinh nhw lai chﬁng ai nhin thay
nhirng vé€t bam d6 ca. Chuyén do6 la sao?”

Tadokoro Michiyo ddo trong mét, chirng nhw 18y 1am la Iing 1dm. “Vét
bam? T61 ¢6 néi chuyén do sao?”

“Chtr khong phai chi da bi ch'dng minh DV a?”

“DV? Xin 16i. Anh noi gi toi hoan toan khong hiéu.”

“M@i chi,” néi doan Nitta dwa tdch hong tra 1én miéng, sau d6 thé hét
ra. “Qua nhién, ding nhw t6i da nghi. V&t bam c¢6 1€ 1a do chi héa trang, con
vy DV thi hoan toan la lwa doi.”

“Nghia l1a sao?”
Nitta 16i cudn sO tw trong tii 40 khodc ra.

“Sau khi diéu tra mdy tinh c4 nhan ctia anh nha mot cach vo cling can
than, ching t6i da tim ra dwore diéu nay hét siee thi vi. Khoang ba thang
tredrc, anh &y da rat nhiéu Ian ghé qua trang cht cia mot van phong diéu
tra. Ma van phong nay lai chu y&€u diéu tra cic cudc ngoai tinh. Sao anh Yy
lai phdi lam th& nhi?”

“T6i khong bi€t,” Tadokoro Michiyo lai nhin vai, bi€u cam c6 phian hoi
ctirng nhac.

“T6i da hdi chuyén ra't nhi€u hoc vién & 1op day na'u dn cta chi. Cling
nhiéu ngudi td ra bat ngo trede viec Yokomori bi bét, song da phan trong
06" ho nhan xét, ngé anh ta ddm lam chuyén d6 1dm. Chuyén anh ta mé mét
chi ré nhw ban ngay, dam ho chi lo khong khéo Yokomori s€ gy hai gi dé€n
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chi. Nhwng chi ¢6 duy nha't mét nguoi lai lo s¢ mot chuyén hoan toan khac.
Nguwoi nay bdo, ‘Yokomori ma thé’, khéo ¢6 ngay bi anh Yamaguchi gay
chuyén cho xem.” Chéc chj ciing biét ngudi d6 ding khong, anh Yamaguchi
Takahiro 1am & nha xua't ban Nanboku &Yy.”

“Véng, cling 1a mdt hoc vién & 1op day nd'u an cda toi. Lic toi ra sach
day nadu an, anh &y da gitp do téi ra't nhi€u.”

“Vang, toi cling c6 nghe qua la hai ngwoi kha than thiét.”

“Vi phai ban chuyén ra sach nén ching t6i cling c6 gap dé trao doi cu
the.”

“Nhung theo nhw t6i dwoe bi€t thi m6i quan hé cua chi va anh
Yamaguchi khong chi ¢6 vay. Phu nir khac canh dan 6ng, ho nhay cam van
dé nay 1dm. Dii ¢6 th€ chj nghi minh di gidu rat ky.”

Nu cwoi tat han trén moi Tadokoro Michiyo. “Ai ndéi v&i anh thé?” R6i
c6 ném mot dnh nhin sdc bén vé phia Nitta.

“T6i khong the’tié€t 10 chuyén d6. Nhung qua tinh khi nghe dwoc chuyén
nay thi mdt canh sat hinh sy nhw t6i lai budc phai suy luan. Vi téi khong theé
chap nhan ciu chuyén cia Yokomori dwoc. E 13 ddng sau ciu chuyén dé
con c6 mot sy that ma ngay chinh ban than Yokomori ciing khong biét.”

Tadokoro Michiyo dwa tay véi 18y tach tra. “Anh ¢ ty nhién suy ludn
thoi.”

“C6 mot ngroi phu nir. Va chi ta da ngoai tinh.” Nitta bt d4u néi.
“Nhung kho ndi chi ta da bi chdng phét hién. Ta't nhién, diéu nay khién chij
ta d61 dién v&i nguy co’ phai ly hon. Nhwng chi ta lai khdng mudn chuyén
dé xay ra. Ch'ong chi ta 1a mot doanh nhan giau cd, chi ta s€ dn sung méc
swong néu gitr dwgrc cudc hdon nhén nay. Chi ta phai lam sao bay gio? Gay
that. Ping lic &y, mdt ga dan 6ng c¢6 khuynh hwdng hoang twdng xua't
hién. Va khi phat hi€n gi nay chét mé chét mét minh, chij ta da ndy ra y
dinh loi dung gi. Chi ta gieo ric vao dau gi dan 6ng kia suy nghi, néu
ch'ong chi ta khong con trén coi dovi nay, chi ta sé thanh nguoi ciia ga. R6i
ding nhw y nguyén cta chi ta, ga dan ong kia da gi€t ch'ong chi ta. Chéng
nhirng the’ gd con ba't can d& bi canh sét tém. Vay 1a chang con chudng ngai



nao ntra ca. That ky diéu, ky diéu hét strc. T6i suy luan thé” da’y, chi thay
sao?”

Tadokoro Michiyo udng tra bing mot dong tdc vo cing tir tdn, hit mot
ho’l that sau, roi1 nhin Nitta.

“Cau chuyén cda anh thd vi that d@y. Nhwng xin hdi anh canh sat, ngwoi
phu ntr kia s€ bi dinh toi gi?”

“Néu c6 th€ chirng minh chj ta 1a chtt muwu, thi toi cfia chi ta cling ngang
voi thi ra tay sat hai ngwoi vo ti.”

“PAYy 12 khi canh sit chitng minh dworc ding khong? Nhung c6 biang
chirng gi khong? Hay céc anh c¢6 th€ dinh tdi chi ta chi nho’ cau chuyén cia
mdt ga ¢c6 van dé veé dau 6¢?”

Nitta thu cdm, lwo'm Tadokoro Michiyo. Nhung c6 ta ciing khong hé
trdnh né. VA roi 4nh mét ho cling chia thang vé phia chiéc banh kem
chocolate.

“RA' ti€c, khong c6 biang chitng gi ci.” Nitta néi. “Chiing tdi di hdi
chuyén Yokomori ra't nhi€u Ian, nhwng khong hé phat hién da'u vet hai
nguwoi trao d6i voi nhau, dudi ba't ky hinh thirc nao. Chi ¢6 gri email cho
anh ta, nhung chi voi tw cach la gido vién cua 1op day nd'u an.”

“Pwong nhién roéi. Vi ching tdi nao c6 trao doi gi dau.”

Hai ngudi lai lwym nhau, nhwng TAn nay Tadokoro Michiyo da tranh mét
di tredrc, nhin d6ng h'6.

“Pa gio nay roi co’ a. Xin 16i anh nhung hoc vién clia toi sip t&i roi.
N€u khong con chuyén gi khac, xin anh vE cho dwoc khong?”

Nitta ¢6 nhin nhin, thé dai roi mdi gat dau. “Toi hi€u roi.”

Anh dyng thang ngwoi 1€n, di vEé phia thém ctra. Lic di giay xong, anh
ngoanh dau lai. “Tdi hoi chi chuyén nay dwgc khdong?”

“Chuyén gi vay?”

“Chi dinh lam gi n€u Yokomori khong bi b4t? Anh ta thi dinh thanh doi
v&i chi day. N&u chi xtr Iy khong khéo, anh ta ra't dé s& bién thanh mot ké
bam dudi c6 th€ gay chuyén bt c lic nao.”



Nghe vay, Tadokoro Michiyo chung vai xudng nhw the¢’ mudn noi,
“twdng gi, chuyén ay a.” “Chuyén dé anh khéi phai lo. Ngwoi dan dng do,
ki€u gi toi ciling xt 1y dwoc thoi.” N6i doan ¢6 ta hoi the dau lwoi hong qua
khe méi. Bi€u cdm nay khién Nitta lién twéng t&i hinh 4nh con rin dang
chuan bi vi6 m6i.

Nitta thd ra mét hoi that dai. “Cudi cung thi hinh nhw t6i cling da dwoc
dién kién khudén mat that caa chi roi.”

Mit ¢ ta thodt chdc sdng birng 1én.

“N€u anh c¢6 th€ rit ra dwore kinh nghi€m thi t6i cling 18y lam vui.”

“Kinh nghiém quy bau 12 ding khéac. Tt gio nha't dinh t6i s& khong d€ bj
nhirng chi€c mat na ctia phu nir Itra nira dau.” Nitta budng mot cau nhw vay,
sau d6 roi khoi phong. Ra khdi noi 4y r6i, anh m&i cin moi.



MAT NA VA MANG CHE



Thfr Séu, ngay mung 8 thang Muoi. Pung truede quay 1€ tin, Naomi ¢

chiit cing thang. Thit Hai tuan sau 12 ngdy Strc khde va Thé thao nén tir
mai, cd s€ dwore nghi ba ngay 1ién. Pang 1a mua cwdi nén lich cia khach
san kin mit. Chwa k€, con c6 mot s&” doan khach & xa da dat phong trudc
r6i. Naomi thAm cAu mong dirng xay ra ric rdi v& van gi.

Gio nhan phong ctia khach san Cortesia Tokyo 1a 2 gio chiéu hiang ngay.
Kim d6ng h'd vira chi qua 2 gio' mét chiit, vai ngwoi dan 6ng da xud't hién
& sanh khach san. Ngay khodnh khic nhin thay ho, Naomi da c6 dy cim
ching maYy ot dep. Ghét that dd'y, lam on ding t&i ddy, co trdm nghi.
Naomi thit khong gidi (rng phé v&i ki€u nguoi nay.

Ho 12 m6t nhém gdm nim ngwdi dan 6ng. Ngoai trir hai ngudi chéc
chéin da ngoai 40, nhitng ngudi con lai that khé doén tudi. The nhung, ho
lai todt ra cing mot bau khong khi. Va ngwoi dan 6ng van mot chié€c do
kho4c ca-r6 ké day cop, cai ngay ngin di ca hang ciic, lung deo ba 16
laptop mau nau di d4u tién chinh 1a dAn chirg cu th€ nha't cho cai bau
khong khi d6. Anh ta deo cap kinh vién den, tc tai bu xu, mdt mii xanh
xa0. Naomi chot nhé t&i budi bit tay giao lwu khdn gid ctia mot nhém nhac
ntr thin twong noi ti€ng nao d6. Anh ta chinh 1a ki€u ngwoi s€ xuat hién &
nhirng sy kién nhw vay. T4t nhién, Naomi nao da tirng dat chan tdi nhirng
noi &y, thanh thir that ra ¢6 khong c6 chiit kinh nghiém gi.

Ho dung lai, trao ddi gi @6 nhung chi mot 14t sau, bat dau di chuyén
thanh mot hang. Va that khong may, ho dang tié€n dan dén quiy 1€ tan.



Naomi bat chot ctirng do ngurdi. Ngoai ¢d con c6 nhan vién 1€ tan khac.
Lam on dieng ti chd t6i, Naomi thAm gao 1én trong 1ong.

Thé& nhwng, 101 cdu nguyén cda cd da tan thanh may khéi, ndim nguoi
dan 6ng dirng ca trede mét cd. Cyc chang da, Naomi danh ca't ti€ng “Chao
mung quy khach a.”

“T6i 1a Meguro,” ngwoi dan 6ng deo kinh vién den xwng tén.

Naomi thao tdc trén mdy dau cudi, ding la ngeoi nay da dat phong
treedre.

“Ngai Meguro Kazunori dung khong a?”
“Ping r'oi,” ngeoi dan 6ng gat dau.
Meguro deo kinh vién den, mot ki€u pha tro chang?

“Ngai s€ nghi lai khach san ching t6i hai d&m, mot phong standard twin,
va mdt phong deluxe triple, cad hai déu la phong khong hiit thudc ding
khong a?”

“Pung vay,” Meguro trad 101, mat khong chiit bi€u cam. Ngay ca khi do'i
dién v&i anh ta, Naomi ciling khong tai nao doan dinh dwoee tudi tac cia
ngwoi nay. Trong anh ta vira nhw hoc sinh cap ba, lai vira nhir mot 6ng chu.

Naomi dit hai to phiéu thong tin 1én mit quay 1€ tan.

“Vay phién quy khéach dién tén va dia chi lién lac vao day gidip a.”

Nghe vay, Meguro Iién quay lai phia sau, vé bdi rdi. Anh ta thi tham gi
d6 v&i bon nguei con lai. Ching nhw ho chwa quyét dinh chuyén ai & voi
ai.

“Néu quy vi chwra chia phong thi dién trede tén ngwoi dai dién thoi cling
dwoc a.”

Nghe Naomi néi th&’, ho lai bat dau ban xem ai 12 ngwoi dai dién.

Cudi cung, ho quyét dinh Meguro va mot nguoi dan ong trung nién nira
s€ dién thong tin. Meguro & Tochigi, con ngwoi dan dng trung nién tén

Inukai kia thi ghi dia chi & Shizuoka. Khong hie€u ho quen bi€t nhau ki€u gi
nhi.
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“Liic d4t phong, ngai ¢ ding ky thanh todn bang tién mit, gio ngai c6
mudn thay doi gi khong a?”

Nam nguwoi dan 6ng quay ra nhin nhau, r'oi cling gat dau. “Cw vay di,”
Meguro tra loi.

“Vang a. O khéch san ca chiing tdi, v&i nhitng khéch thanh to4n bang
tién madt, ldc nhan phong sé phai dat coc tred'c mdt so tién a. V&i phong
twin s€ 1a ndm van yén, con phong triple 1a bdy van yén, nhwng quy khach
tro hai dém nén so tién coc cho mdi phong sé gap ddi a.”

“Phai tra tredre a?” Meguro hdi v&i vé ba't man.

“Pat coc thdi a. Lic quy khach trd phong, chiing toi sé€ tra lai phan con
thwa a.”

Ni#m ngwdi dan 6ng lai ri rfam ban bac. Ho bit dau tranh cdi vi tiy ai &
phong nao ma tién dat coc s€ khac nhau.

Phién ghé co, Naomi Tam bam trong bung.

Ho ma't d&€n nam phut de’ dwa ra quy€t dinh s€ chia hai mwoi twe van yén
kia theo ddu nguwoi. Ciing may khong phai ldc dong khéch, chir khong ki€u
g1 cling bi phan nan.

Naomi dwa thé khéa phong cho nhan vién hanh ly ding cho bén canh,
roi cdi dau chao ndm nguwoi dan dng, “Quy khach tr tir nghi ngoi a.”

Vay nhung ngudi dan 6ng trung nién diy da tén Inukai lai khong hé
nhic nhich. Anh ta nhin mat Naomi nhw th€ mudn néi diéu gi do.

“Quy khach con diéu gi chwa rd sao a?” Naomi wé'm hoi.

Inukai m& miéng dap, “Tachibana Sakura.”

“Sao cora?”’

“Tachibana Sakura, dm nay c0 &y s€ nghi & diy ding khong?” Inukai
mim cwoi, khudn mat anh ta da ¢ng do, giong khan khan dé nghi, “Co 8y &
phong nao vay? To6i khong tiét 16 voi ai dau, nén cd cho tdi biét dwoc
khong?”

Ra la vy, dén gio thi Naomi da ngo ra. Hinh nhw ¢6 ting nghe cdi tén
Tachibana Sakura nay & dau dé r'6i thi phai. Mot nir than twong nao do



chang?

“Xin quy khdch thir 18i cho, khdch san chiing t6i ¢6 quy dinh khong
dwore tra 1o nhirng ciu hdi nhw vay. Mong quy khach hi€u cho a.” Naomi
lai cudi dau.

Inukai tic lwdi, “Gi chir, ¢ thé théi ma keo kiét qua vay. Cho nguwoi ta
bi€t thi c6 mat gi dau.”

“Nguoi ta da bao khong dwore r'oi ma,” Meguro quay lai, tom 18y tay
Inukai. “Nghi sao ma nguwoi ta cho anh biét may thong tin d6 chir. Ching ta
phai ty tim hi€u 18y thoi.”

“Hwm, danh vay,” Inukai khé chiu lwoom Naomi, réi voi vé bat man, di
khua't dang v€ phia sanh thang may.

Song khong phai td't cd may ngwoi ho déu di 1én phong. Ga dan 6ng nhd
thé d6i chiéc mi len mau dd cuing ngwoi dan 6ng trung nién gay go trong
chfmg khéc nao bd xwong di ddng van con nan lai dwdi sdnh. Ho chging trao
doi gi vori nhau, chi lrfmg lang ng'6i trén chi€c sofa & sanh khach san. Ga doi
mii d chim chim nhin quay I& tin con ga trung nién thi khong roi mét
khoi ctra chinh.

Naomi quay sang hdi nhé c4u 1€ tdn dan em dang dirng bén canh, “Cau
bi€t Tachibana Sakura la ai khong?”

Cau ta ngoeo c0, “Em khong bi€t, hay chi tim thtr trén mang xem.”

“Um i)

Naomi lui vao viin phong phia sau quay 1€ tan, k&t ndi mdy tinh c4 nhan
voi mang Internet. CO go tir TACHIBANA SAKURA vVao muc tim ki€m, tirc thi
cac két qua hién ra.

Naomi 18y 1am ngac nhién khi ngwoi nay khong phai 1a mot thén twong
underground hay gi d6 nhw ¢6 dodn ma lai 1a mot nha van. Va vi Tachibana
Sakura la mot nir nha van, nén ngoai ngay thdng nam sinh, moi thong tin vé
cd &y déu khong dwoe cong khai. Cdi tén Tachibana Sakura dwoc viét bang
chtr katakata nén Naomi ciing khong rd tén that clia ngwoi nay ¢6 doc nhw
vay khong. Tachibana Sakura mdi ra mét h'6i miia xuan nim nay, va nghe
dau da gianh dwore mot giai thwdng uy tin danh cho tac gid méi. Poc dén



d6, Naomi m&i sye nhé ra. Hinh nhw ¢6 ¢6 nghe ai d6 khen sach ctia nguoi
nay ra't hay va ban cling ri't chay ntra. Séch cta Tachibana Sakura dworc liét
vao dang thanh xuan vwon trrong nhwng lai ¢6 ra't nhiéu canh an ai dwoc

miéu ta v cung tdo bao. Nghe néi da’y chinh la y&u td thanh cdng cua cuén
sach. Nhin ngay thang nam sinh ma tinh thi nim nay c6 &y chi m&i 27 tuoi.

Hoéa ra muc tiéu cia may ngwoi d6 1a nha vin nay a. ..

Naomi tim cdi tén Tachibana Sakura trén may dau cu61 nhung khong
tha'y. Song ma’y ngudi dan o6ng kia lai td ra vo ciing chéic chén vé viéc ni
tac gia do s€ nghi & day. Hin 12 vi thé nén ho mé&i chiu chi mot s& tién
khong hé nhd d€ thué phong khach san nay. Khéng ching Tachibana
Sakura s€ nghi & ddy that cling nén.

Nhung ct cho 1a vy di, thi sao ho c6 th€ chét mé chét mét moét nguwoi
trong khi chi bi€t gidi tinh va ngay thang nam sinh ctia nguoi d6 the chi?
Séach ctia nguoi nay hay dén vay sao?

Naomi tit mdy tinh, quay lai quay & tan. Nhin ra phia sanh, co giat minh
thang thot. Meguro va Inukai da & dé tw Iic nao khong hay. Ho ng'6i tan ra
cdc phia, 4nh mét nom vo ciing nghiém tic. C6 doan chic nhitng ngudi nay
dang cho Tachibana Sakura xua't hién. Nhung ho dau c¢6 bi€t mat ngwoi do
nhi? Ho dinh cho ki€u gi day?

Naomi thd’y nhém ngwoi d6 déu dang cam dién thoai di dong. Nhwng
dwong nhw ho khong that sy dung chiing vao viéc gi ma chi cho ¢é ¢o gai
tré nao di qua la gio man hinh 1€n so sanh.

D4n da khach d&n 1am thd tuc nhin phong mdi lic mot dong. Nhung
Naomi khong th€ théi chi y d€n nhém ngwoi Meguro. Thi thoang ho lai doi
chd cho nhau va cir th& hai ti€ng ddng h'6 da troi qua.

Nakomi nh¢ ciu I€ tin dan em trong quiy, mdt minh di vao viin phong
phia sau. R'6i ¢6 vong qua 161 di danh cho nhan vién, ré ra goéc sanh khach
san. D61 v&i ma’y nguoi dang theo ddi quay 1€ tAn va ctra chinh kia, day
chinh 1a gbc chét.

Viwra vo nhr dang xem xét quanh khach san, Naomi vira ti€n lai gan
ngwoi dan 6ng doi mii dd. Anh ta ng'di trén sofa, van dang ¢Am chiéc dién
thoai trén tay va ddn mét vé phia quay I& tin. Naomi dirng phia sau, ngd



trdm phia tay anh ta. BPing nhw ¢6 dy doén, trén man hinh LCD cua dién
thoai 1a mit mo6t ngwoi phu niv. Hon thé’, ngwoi nay con dep dén ngo
ngang. Tuy mang khudn miit trdi xoan nhung dwong nét mét va miii lai vo
cling sic nét, 1am cd c6 cdm gidc nhw nguwdi ndy c6 chiit lai TAy. DAu vay,
dau d6 van c6 nét moc mac.

Naomi len 1én rovi di, r6i ti€n lai gan phia sau Inukai. Pi vong ra phia
sau s€ rat dé nhin trOm man hinh.

Trén man hinh ctia Inukai ciing 1a biec anh y chang birc trong dién thoai
clia ngwoi ddi mii dd. CO chic mam nhirng ngwdi nay dang tim ¢ gdi trong
birc 4nh. Naomi khong ro ho ki€m dau ra birc anh d6, nhung da’y han 1a anh
gan day cua Tachibana Sakura. Tachibana Sakura xinh dep nhwong d6 bao
sao nhirng nguoi nay lai chét mé chét mét nhw vay.

Chuyén nay tinh sao day ta?

Trudre khi quay lai quay 1€ tAn, Naomi ngd qua viin phong phia sau.
Kuga, quan 1y phong I€ tan, cling 1a ngwdi chju trach nhiém vé cong viéc
ctia nhom Naomi dang dirng d6 xem tai liéu.

“Anh Kuga, phién anh mot chut dwgrc khong a?”

“Cé6 chuyén gi vay?” Mot tia canh gidc thot hién 1én trén nét mit 6n hoa
cua Kuga.

“Chuyén la th& nay a...” Naomi k& dau dudi cau chuyén. Nghe dwoc
ntra chirng thi miéng Kuga méo xéch di.

“Gi chir? M&y nguoi phién phirc d6 lai téi dong chot & day roi a?”
“Ching ta nén lam thé nao bay gio a?”

“Phién that nhwng cling chfmg theé’lam gi. Ho khong gay anh hwdng gi
t&i nhitng vi khach khic diing khong? Chiing ta khong thé nhic nhé chi vi
ho ng6i & sanh 1au dworc.”

“Nhwng chiing ta khong biét ho s€ lam gi n€u ngwoi phu nir kia xua't
hién.”
“Ki€u xim vao, bit ngudi d6 ky tén roi bit tay &y ha?”

“Cé th€lam chwr a.”



“Néu ho lam vay thi ta cr tuy co’ eng bién thoi. Ho ¢ nam nguwoi ti't ca
ding khong? Chac ciling chi lam 0n ao dwgc ¢co d6 thdi.” Qua nhién quan 1y
c6 khdc, tam 1y vieng vang that.

“T6i hi€u r'oi a. Vay toi sé lang 1€ quan sat xem sao.”

“C6 diéu,” Kuga lén ti€ng voi vé tram tw. “Viéc nao chuan bj dwoc
treedre thi cir chuan bi dan di.”

“Y anh la sao a?”

Kuga ng'di xuéng tred'c may dau cudi, thao tic nhanh trén may. Anh mé
danh sich dit phong, vira ddo mat qua mot lwot, vira cudn van ban.

Cudi cling tay anh ciing dirng lai. “Hirm, chic 1a ngwdi nay day.”
“Sao cora?”’
Kuga chi tay vao mot goc trén man hinh. Trén d6 1a tén mdt vi khach da

dit phong trede, Mochizuki Kazuo. Ngwoi nay dat mot phong deluxe twin
cho bdn dém, tinh tw hom nay.

“C0 nhin cach thirc thanh todn nay xem. Noi @€ nghi thanh todn la cong
ty xud't ban Hitotsubashi.”

“Mot nha xua't ban 1om.”

“Nhung nguoi & lai 1a Tamamura Kaoru, khéng phéi ngwoi dit phong.
Trudc diy ho cling da tirng thué phong ki€u nay roi, ma’y ngay lién. C6 Tan
to6i hoi nhan vién don phong thi dwgc cho hay, hinh nhw ¢é nha van nao dé
chi & 1i trong phong viét sach thi phai. Trong phong dd'y nghe dau toan ban
thao voi tai liéu.”

“A,” Naomi gt dau. “Tdi ciing ¢6 nghe qua chuyén nay roi.”

“Dao nay hi&m khi ho diing phong nhwr vy nén chic c6 khong bigt. Co
thtr 1én mang tim tac pham cua céi cd nha van Tachibana Sakura d6 xem.
Thé& nao ma chang lién quan gi d6 t&i nha xud't ban Hitotsubashi nay.”

Naomi 14p tirc thi tim trén mang. Qua ding nhw loi Kuga néi. Héa ra
gidi tac gia mdi ctia Tachibana Sakura ciing 1a do nha xué't ban nay trao.

“Vay la dung ro1,” Kuga khoanh hai tay. “Chéng bi€t Tamamura Kaoru
c6 phai tén that hay khong nhung chéc chén cdi ¢d Tachibana Sakura kia s&



nan lai & ddy may ngay roi.”

“Gio ta nén lam thé nao a?”

“Ban nay t6i cling néi r'oi ddy, vé co ban, gio chi ¢6 thé quan sat tinh
hinh théi. Chi cé diéu, d6i v&i ching ta, nhirng khach hang st dung dich vu
nhi€u ngay nhw vdy vo cung quan trong. N€u ding c¢6 nha van Tachibana
Sakura d6 sé & day nhiéu ngay thi chdng ta phai tao dn twgng t6t voi cd
4y. Him m6 hdm meo gi ciing dwoc, nhwng d€ moi thit loan 1én r'di cd &y
doi chuyén khach san thi gay.”

“Chuyén do thi to1 cling nghi vay.”

“P&khdng giy ra chuyén gi '6n 20, chic chi c6 cdch tranh d€ c6 Ay xua't
hién tredc ma’y nguwoi kia thoi. Cdi ngudi tén Mochizuki ny chéic 12 quan
1y hay gi d6 cling nén. Toi doan ngwoi nay s€ lam thd tuc nhan phong. Néu
ding, trong ldc lam tha tuc, ¢6 khi ta phai nho ¢d Tachibana kia lanh di dau
dé cho vay.”

“Vay d€ toi thir trao d6i v&i ngwoi tén Mochizuki kia xem sao a?”

“Um, ctt vay di, phién c6 dwoc chir?”

“Tat nhién roéi a.”

“Puwore r'oi. Vay ta cir lam thé” di nhé.” N6i doan Kuga dirng day khoi
gh€&’, roi van phong.

Naomi quy€t dinh s€ goi dién luén cho Mochizuki Kazuo. S& dién thoai
dwore lweu lai tw Iic dit phong ¢ vé 1a s6” di dong.

Chuong dién thoai réo may hoi thi dau day bén kia bit mdy. “Vang, toi
xin nghe,” mot giong c6 vé boi r6i vang Ién.

“T6i 1a Yamagishi, thudc bo phan budng phong cia khach san Cortesia
Tokyo. Xin hdi ddy c6 phai 1a s6 cua ngai Mochizuki Kazuo khong a?”

“Vang, to1 1a Mochizuki day.”

“Cam on quy khach vi da tin dung dich vu cta khéch san ching t6i.
Chuyén 1a t6i c6 viéc nay mudn bdo voi quy khach, khong biét gior quy
khach c¢6 th€ danh cho téi mét chiit thoi gian khong a?”’

“Vang, c6 nhAm 14n gi hay sao a?”



“A khong a, chi 12 ¢6 chuyén nay t6i mudn béo trede cho ngai thdi a.”

“Vay a, thé&" c6 doii toi mot lat, t6i cling vira m&i t&i khach san day.”

“Sao cor a?” Naomi bat gidc budt miéng. “Gio quy khach dang & dau
vay a?”

“Ngay gan quay I€ tan.”

Naomi h6t hodng, gio' khong phai lic dong dai. “Téi hi€u r'oi a. Gio toi
s€ t&i quay ngay a.”

“Vay toi toi quiy la dwoc ding khong?”

“Vang a.”

“T6i hieu roéi.”

Cho bén kia ngit mdy, Naomi méi dit 6ng nghe xudng. C voi vang di

ra quay I€ tAn, ngé quanh mot lwgt, ding lic mdt ngwdi dan dng mic 4o
khoac mau niu nhat dang budc tdi gén.

“Ngai Mochizuki phai khong a?”” Naomi hoi.
“Pung vay. CO la ngwoi goi cho t6i ban nay da’y a?”
“Vang, mong ngai thir 15i a.”

“C0 bao c6 chuyén mudn bdo cho tdi a?”

“Vang, nhung tred'c d6 t6i mudn xac nhén lai chit chuyén. To6i dwoc
bi€t c6 Tamamura Kaoru s€ nghi lai khach san ctia ching t6i, khong bié€t hai
ngwoi ¢ di chung khong a?”

Mochizuki khé m¢& miéng, gat ddu y chirng muén néi “Twdng chuyén
g1, c6 vay thoi a?”

“A, cb &y s& t&i sau. Tém lai, gio tdi mudn 1am thi tuc nhan phong thay
cO 4y, khong dworc a?”

“A khong, dwoe chir a. Khi nao thi ¢6 Tamamura sé t&i vay a?”

“Chéc ciing sip roi da'y.” Mochizuki li&€c mat xudng chiéc dong h'd deo
tay. “Chiing t6i hen nhau & quan ca phé dang kia.” Anh ta chi tay vé phia
khu &n u6ng hon hop.



Hong rdi, Naomi nghi bung, & do thi hdi Meguro va Inukai sé thdy hét.
“C6 van dé gi sao?” Mochizuki ngo’ vire hoi lai.

“A khong a... Vay 12 quy khdch s& nghi lai khdch san ctia chiing toi bon
dém, phong deluxe twin, va mot khéich tho6i ding khong a?”

“Vang.”

“Vay phién quy khach di€n thong tin vao day giuap tbi a.”

Luc dwa phi€u thong tin cho Mochizuki, Naomi bi mot phen tha't kinh.
B&i may ngwoi Meguro ngdi & sanh dang nhin vé phia cd.

C6 chot nhan ra. Ho bi€t Mochizuki la quan ly riéng ctia Tachibana
Sakura.

Naomi nhanh chéng nghi cach, c6 187y to’ gid'y nhé, viét voi vao do.

“Thé nay dwoe chwa?” Mochizuki chia to’ phi€u thong tin ra. O cot
khach tro vi€t cai tén TaMaMURA KAORU.

“Cam on quy khach. A, con chuyén ndy, ngai c6 the x4c nhan thong tin
nay giup t6i dwgc khong a?” N6i doan Naomi day manh gid'y nhé ra trwedec
mat Mochizuki.

Trén d6 1a dong chir XIN BUNG QUAY PAU LAI PHIA SAU MA HAY NGHE TOI
NOI.

Mochizuki tron xoe mét vé bang hoang.

“Vi khach Tamamura Kaoru ¢6 phai ngwoi nay khong a?” O géc manh
gid’y nho 1a cdi tén TACHIBANA SAKURA.

“Sao co’?” Mochizuki hoi thu ngeoi lai.

“Néu khong phai thi khdng c¢6 van dé gi ca, nhwng néu ding thi c6
chuyén nay t6i muén bao cho quy khach.” Naomi vira ¢6” gitr vé twroi cwoi
ctia mOt nhan vién 1€ tn vira ndi, tranh d€ ddm Meguro nghi ngo'.

Mochizuki ddo mat mdt vong, vé bdi r61, roi anh ta li€m moi. “Chuyén
cO6 mudn bao la chuyén gi vay?”

“Vay 1a diing roi a?”
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Mochizuki chép mét, d€16 vé khd s&. “Tdi budc phai trd 1o cau hodi d6
sao?”

Chéc & cwong vi ctia anh ta, d6 12 mdt cau hdi khong thé tra 10 ching?

“T6i hi€u roi a, vy quy khach khong cén tra 1o dau a. T6i xin mao
mudi dwoe néi ludn vori quy khach a. Hién ¢ nam nguwoi dan 6ng dang
ng0i canh & sanh khéch san, va ho da & day tw khodng hai ti€ng trwdec.
Hinh nhe muc dich cda ho la tim cach gdp mat ngwoi nay.” Naomi chi tay
vao dong chir TACHIBANA SAKURA Vi€t trén gidy nhé. “Va gio’ nam nguoi
d6 dang nhin cham cham vao quy khach, nén xin quy khach dirng ngoanh
lai phia sau.”

Mochizuki dang da ngoanh lai bdng ngung ngay dong tdc. “Chét that...”

“T61 khong 16 viéc nay ¢6 anh hwdng gi khong nhung thdy hoi lo nén
to1 quy€t dinh thong bdo cho quy khéich a.”

“Cam on c6. Nhung phdi 1am thé nao bay gio nhi.” Mochizuki bit dau
dam chiéu.

Naomi vira lam thd tuc nhin phong vira thap thdm khong yén. Sao
ngwoi nay lai khong goi ngay cho Tachibana Sakura nhi? Cr nhiing nhang
mai, d&€n ldc ¢d nit nha van do6 tdi quan ca phé thi khéng phai chuyén sé r6i
tinh 1€n sao?

“Quy khéch c6 can ludn thé khéa phong khong a?”

“Um... ma thdi.” Mochizuki lic dau. “Poi ngwdi 4y dén r'oi nhin cling
dwore. CO hay dwa cho nguwoi tén Tamamura Kaoru nhé.”

“Pwa cho c6 &y a? Thé cing dwgc a?”

“Khong sao dau. C6 Yamagishi ding khong nhi?” Mochizuki nhin bang
tén cta Naomi, hoi.

“Vang.”

“C0 sé dirng quay dén khi nao?”

“T6i &y a? Chac d&n khoang 5 gidr, c6 viéc gi khong a?”

“T6i ¢6 chuyén nay mudn trao dGi v&i ¢6. Ching ta ra dau d6 néi
chuyén dugc khong?”



“Voi toi a?”

“Um,” Mochizuki gat d4u, rit tw trong tdi 40 khodc ra tAm danh thiép.
“Sau 5 gio’ ciing dwoc, xong viéc ¢6 dién vao di ddng cho tdi nhé?”

Hin 1a ¢6 sw tinh gi day. “T6i hiéu roi a,” Naomi nhanh chéng nhan 187y
ta'm danh thi€p.

Mochizuki vira r¢i khoi quiay I€ tin vira 18y dién thoai ra. Anh ta dinh
goi cho Tachibana Sakura chang? May ngwoi Meguro cham cham nhin
theo moi dong tac ctia Mochizuki. Chang mady chdc, g dan 6ng trung nién
gAy g0 va ngudi doi mii dd dirng ddy. Naomi chic mam ho s& bam dudi
Mochizuki.

Nhwng chi mot lodng sau, hai ngwoi dé da quay lai. Mat ho ham ham,
chéc 1a da d€ ma't dd'u Mochizuki.

Sau d6 chirng mudi phit, khi ching may nita 1a d&n 5 gio, mot ngudi
dan 6ng di t&i quay 1€ tin. Nguwdi ndy deo chiéc kinh vién vang, ddng thap,
dam, co trén dwdi ndm muwoi tuoi. Anh ta cAm theo mot chiéc tii co dai,
h€t nhin phan ngyc d€n mat Naomi, roi bén 1én I€n ti€ng.

“Xin 16i... toi 1a... Mura.”

“Sao co? Toi xin 16i.” Naomi 4p tay vao tai, redn ngedi VE phia trede.

“Tamamura. T61 1a Tamamura Kaoru.”

L’an nay thi Naomi da nghe r6. Nhwng phai mat vai gidy nwra nao bd co
m¢&i nhan ra Tamamura Kaoru nay chinh 1a vi khdch ma Mochizuki da lam
tha tuc nhan phong.

“Ngai Tamamura Kaoru dung khong a?”

“Vang,” nguoi dan 6ng gat dau. “Anh Mochizuki da goi cho t61.”

Hinh nhw khong c6 nham 14n gi ca. Naomi vay tay goi mot cAu nhan
vién hanh 1y t&1i, dit thé khéa phong da chuan bj sin 1én mit quay. “Cam on
quy khach da st dung dich vu cua ching t6i.”

“Don phong cho t6i trong khoang tt 11 gio’ d@&n 12 gio tria nhé. Vi thoi
gian con lai, tdi s€ & trong phong sudt.”

“T6i hi€u r'oi a. Toi s€ bdo lai véi ngwoi phu trach.”



“Vay phién ¢b.”
Naomi nhin theo Tamamura Kaoru dang dwoc nhin vién hanh 1y dan t&i
thang may. R'0i cd hodng hot, nhin qua chd hdi Meguro.

Ho vin ng'6i im tai chd, chim chim nhin phia ctta chinh va quay 1€ tan.



iao ca gitra ca ngay va ca t61 sé€ dién ra ldc 5 gior chiéu. Sau khi giao ca
xong, trén dwong di chuyén sang tda van phong, Naomi md&i goi dién
cho Mochizuki. Vira nhd’c mdy, anh ta da voi vang xin 161, “Tdi xin 18i, nhor
cO viéc vo ly qua.”
“Khong c6 gi dau a. Ma h'di nay t6i thd’y hai ngwoi dan 6ng & sanh dé
da bam theo sau anh thi phai.”
“T6i biét, nén tdi mdi bit taxi di luon.”
“The a. Vay thi may qua.”
“Chéc c6 thay ky la 1dm ding khong? Vé Tamamura Kaoru 2y.”
“Noi ky la khong biét ¢6 ding khdng ntra... Nhung téi hoi ba't ngor a.”
“T6i c6 ma’y viéc can giai thich v&i co, td't nhién 1a ca chuyén d6 nira.
Gio ching ta gap nhau mot chiit dwoc khong? Thuye ra tdi da quay lai gan
khach san. Co ctr néi dia di€m, tbi s€ t&i d6 ngay.”
“To6i hi€u roi a. Vay thi...”
Naomi d€ nghi gdp & tda van phong, cach khach san mot con dwong
hep, c6 tA'm bi€n dé CorTESIA TOKYO ANNEX.
Mochizuki d6ng y hen gdp nhau & trede sanh toa nha.

Naomi d¢i & trede toa nha mot 14t thi thad’y Mochizuki xud't hién. Phong
ti€p khdch tang 1 dang tro'ng nén Naomi din anh ta vao do. Ti€ng 1a phong



ti€p khach nhung thwc cha't d6 chi 1a m6t can phong nho v&i ghé sofa don
gian va chi€c ban nhd bén trong.

“Tamamura Kaoru 1a tén that.” Vwa yén vi trén gh€&’, Mochizuki 1ién 1én
ti€ng. “Hién anh 2y dang sdng & Kawaguchi, Saitama. Trong cé vé c6 tudi
th& thoi chir thie cha't anh &y chwa d€n bdn nham dau.”

“Ngai ay la nha van dang khong a?”

Nghe Naomi hoi, Mochizuki dudi thgng lung, dap, “Vang.” R0i anh ta
hit mdt hoi that sau ndi ti€p, “Tachibana Sakura 1a but danh ctia anh 8y.”

Naomi chdp mét. “Anh néi th& nay v&i toi khong sao chir a?”

“Du gi ¢d cling biét rdi ma,” Mochizuki nheo mét, mim cwoi. “Lic 1am
tha tuc nhan phong, t6i cling da thoang do dy. Hay 1a minh c& nhan thé
khoéa phong r6i dwa cho Tamamura? Nhwng du gi ¢6 cling da bi€t s6 phong,
chi ¢an nghe ma’y nhan vién don phong k€& lai, ki€u gi chang nhan ra vi
khach tro a8y khong phai 1a mot phu ntr chwa d€n ba mwoi.”

“Viéc diéu tra v€ khach tro...”

“To1 bi€t 1a co sé khong lam. Nhu’ng ta lam sao bi€t dwgc chuyén gi sé
xay ra ch? Chi bang ctr thang thén r'oi hd tro 1an nhau c6 phai hon
khong?”

“Hb tror &y a?” Naomi ¢4 chit bdi rdi trede ciu néi ctia Mochizuki.
“Vay anh mudn thé€ nao a?”

“Pon gian thoi. Phién cdc c6 dirng d€'10 danh tinh that cda Tachibana
Sakura. Nhw ¢6 biét dd'y, hién moi ngwoi déu bi€t d€n anh 4y nhw mot niv
nha van 27 tudi. Ngoai ra khdong ¢6 thong tin nao khac dwoc cong khai.”

“Vang, toi cling ¢6 biét qua. Hinh nhw moi ngwoi goi ngai &y 1a ‘nha
van v&i tAm mang che miét’ thi phai a.”

“N6i thé’ nay cé the' cd sé nghi tdi dang phan bua, nhwng qua that, h'6i
d4u ching t6i ciing da bi ltra. Anh ta viét rod trén ban thdo ¢ng tuyén minh la
con géi. Sau d6, khi doc ban thdo, ching téi da v cung hao hirng. Ban thao
ra’t hap dan, vi nhiéu canh giwong chi€u ma. Cudi cling ban thao &y doat
gidi ding nhw ky vong cua chung t6i. Chung to1 da g01 dlen va giong bit
mdy ra't dé thwong. Chang c6 ly do gi d€ that vong ca.



“Nhuwng thatra...”

Mochizuki chau may, chu moi, roéi gat dau.

“Pé&n khi gdp nguoi that thi tdi mdi ngd ngira. Ngwoi d6 lai 1a mot 6ng
chd, nhw ¢6 thi'y r'oi dd’y. Anh ta xin 16 t0i V€ chuyén bja danh tinh vi nghi
ring 1am thé& sé dé giat gidi hon. Con nguoi nghe mdy hinh nhu 14 ¢d con
gai dang hoc ca’p ba ctia anh ta thi phai. Anh ta con bao né€u khé qua thi xin
tr chd1 nhan giai, nhwng dau ra cdi 1y d6 dwoc. R'6i sau khi trao doi voi ban
bién tap, ching t6i quyét dinh, phai bién diéu bat lgi thanh ¢6 1o, cir xua't
ban sdch ma ban thdi. Tic 1a d€ anh ta ra mét dwdi tw cach mot nha vin
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nu.
“Va k& hoach @6 hinh nhw da ra't thanh cong.”

“Vang. Anh ta tré thanh hién twong, con cudn sach doat giai thi ban
chay nhw tom twoi. R6i cudn sach mdi xud't ban sau d6 cling thanh sach
ban chay. Trong khi ching t6i thi cwei khong ngdm dwore mom.”
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“Do6 la mot chuyén tot ma. Nhwng la that dd'y.

“Sao co?”

“T6i tha'y ndm nguwoi dan 6ng cho & sanh cir nhin anh cia mot ¢6 gai.
Khong bi€t d6 1a dnh cua ai vay a?”

Nghe xong, Mochizuki nhan nhé mét may, m& dién thoai ciia minh ra.
“Co6 noi tA'm nay phai khong?”” Néi doan anh ta chia man hinh vé phia
Naomi.

T&m anh trén d6 ding la birc hinh ma héi Inukai da xem. “Pung roi a,”
Naomi dap.

“PaYy la mdt sai Tam qua 1on. Ping 1a vui qua hda r'6 ma.”

“Y anh la sao a?”

“Tachibana Sakura cang noi ti€ng thi trén mang cang ban tan x6n xao,
rang khong biét dung mao ngwoi nay thé nao nhi? Nhi€u ngwoi con don
dodn, hay xau qua nén khong dam 16 dién? Ban d4u toi ciing 1o di, nhung
dan dan lai bat dau thd’y byc boi.”



“Buc boi &y a?” Naomi nhin lai Mochizuki. “Ngwoi that thAm chi con
khong phai la con gdi ma.”

“Pung 1a thé, nhung di d€ anh ta ra mit v&i tue cdch mot tdc gid gidu
mat, chrflng phai cling phan nao mong ddc gia s€ 6m mdng twdng gi d6 sao?
Chwra k€, cling chi mot s& it nguoi trong ban bién tap clia ching t6i biét
danh tinh that ctia Tachibana Sakura, vi chuyén nay dwg'c xem nhw mét bi
mat hang ddu ma. Thanh ra m&i c¢6 chuyén ho nhao nhao 1én, chglng 1€
ching ta khéng phan rng gi a? R'6i ¢6 ngwoi con dé xuit, hay la cong khai
mot phan khudén mit cia tdc gia théi? Nhw 13 dnh chup nghiéng tir ding
sau, hay thém hiéu (rng mosaic vao phan mét chfmg han. Tém lai ho mudn
cong khai mot tim dnh khong rd mit, nhwng van phai lam sao d6 khién doc
gid ky vong ring, c6 1& day 1a mot ni tic gid ra't xinh dep.”

“Chinh la birc dnh nay a?” Naomi nhin vé phia man hinh chiéc dién
thoai di dong ctia Mochizuki.

“Pung the". That ra day la anh ghép trén mdy tinh thoi. Chi la tuy tién
ghép mit, miii clia may nguwdi miu, dién vién it tiéhg tim vao v&i nhau Ay
ma. Va chiing t6i da dinh sau khi thém hiéu rng lam mo mat vao thi sé
cong khai trén trang chi. Kho ndi, lai ding nhAm t&'m anh chwa chinh sira
1én. Ngwoi phu trach nhén ra tirc thi va da x6a tAm anh di ngay nhwng lic
4y da mudn ma't roi. Biec anh da duge lvu truyén trong mét nhom toan fan
cudng.” Mochizuki trit ti€ng thé dai, ca't dién thoai di dong lai vao trong
tai.

“Fan hAm md hin da vui mung 18m, vi ngudi trong anh xinh dep thé cor

N

ma.

“Trén mang ndo loan su6t mot dao. Ching tdi cling da cd ging xoay X6
hong trdn an tinh hinh, song chging cé tac dung gi v&i dam fan cudng do ca.
Chrflng nhtrng th€ con lién tuc xua't hi€én nhirng tén doi gdp mat tryc ti€p
Tachibana Sakura ntra kia. Nghe dau, hoi fan cu'dong trén ca nwde con
thwong xuyén trao doi tin tire r'0i ty tu tdp gap go nhau dinh ky.”

Thé dé nhitng ngwo'i kia ciing la thanh vién clia nhom fan 4y qud,
Naomi nh¢ lai khuén mit cia hoi Meguro va Inukai.

“Poi ding la nhiéu nguoi ky quic qud a.”



“Pung 1a ky quac that, nhung khong thé xem thwong sy dong long d6ng
da ctia ho dau. Ho con di€u tra ra toi 1a bién tip vién phu trach co ma. Vira
m&i hom trede thoi, ho da gwi tdi tdn nha t6i mot tor ki€n nghi dé dat
nguyén vong hay d€ Tachibana xua't hién trén ti-vi.”

“Khong bi€t ho diéu tra ki€u gi ma ra dwoc ca chuyén dé vay nhi?”

“T6i cling chiu,” Mochizuki ngoeo c0.

“Ngay ca chuyén dong d6 & day l'dn nay ciling vay. O cong ty toi cling
chi c6 mot s& ngwoi biét, vy ma...”

“Anh nhéc tdi m&i nhd, sao ngdi Tamamura lai & dai ngay tai khach san
chung to1 vay a?”

Nghe Naomi héi vay, Mochizuki né& nu cwoi kho néo.

“A, cha 12 anh &Yy phai viét ban thdo &y ma. Ching toi ¢6 nhé anh &y
viét mot truyén ngén, qué han tra ban thdo l1au r6i ma anh Ay van chwa viét
xong. Tac pham m&i d6 chia Tachibana Sakura la trong tAm trong s6 thang
sau ciia nha xud't ban ching t6i, khong the’ khong c¢6 dwgrc, dam phia chiing
to1 dang cudng hét cd Ién. Bon ngay nwra, tinh cd hom nay ma anh &y khéng
viét xong duorc thi gay go 18m. Ngit ndi cdi anh Tamamura nay, cir sénh ra
mot cai 1a lai trdn biét di. Thanh thi ching t6i danh phai quan thdc anh ta
nhw vay daYy.”

“Nhung nho ngai &y cling trdn khdi khach san thi sao a...”

“Chung t6i cling dang lo vay day. Nén la thinh thodng phai ki€m tra anh
ta. A ddng r'di, xin phép c6 mdt chit...” Mochizuki lai 16i dién thoai di
dong ra, thao tdc gi d6 roi dp 1én tai. “Xin 161, t6i ¢6 th€ néi chuyén véi anh
Tamamura & phong 1205 mét chit dwoe khong a? T6i 1a Mochizuki.” C6
vé& anh ta dang goi t&i khich san. “A, anh Tamamura d&y a, anh va't va qu4.
T61 goi dién xem tinh hinh thé nao chut thoi... A, th& a. Puoc vay thi tot
qud roi. Vay phién anh a... Vang, khong c6 chuyén gi nira ddu. Anh ¢ th&’
c& ging nhé. Vay tdi xin phép a.” R'6i anh ta ngit may. “C6 vé chuwa trén di
dau dau.” Mochizuki néi.

“Ra la vay,” Naomi ngd ra. Anh ta c6 th€ goi dién t&i khach san nhw vay
d€ ki€m tra du dang & bén ngoai.



“CoOng viéc cua bién tap vién cling va't va qua a.”

“C6 khac gi nhan vién cham séc¢ & s¢& thd dau ¢d.” Mochizuki néi voi vé
nghiém tic. “Phai hi€u dwoc tap tinh cia con vat, ninh not roi do danh né
ldm daYy.”

Nghi minh ma cwoi ¢6 khi lai thanh ky quéc, nén Naomi chi ddp “Thé’
a” cho qua.

“Tdi dd nim dwoc tinh hinh rdi. Vay toi phai 1am gi a? T6i nghi van dé
gitr bi mat danh tinh that cta Tachibana Sakura nhw ban nay anh néi c6 vé
khong d4ng lo. Vi may ngudi dang theo ddi & sanh van chic mam co gdi
trong anh thyc sy ton tai.”

Mochizuki cham rdi lic déu.

“Nay tdi c¢6 néi roi da’y, khong th€ coi thwong ddm ngwdi nay dau. Chic
chén ho s& khong tir ba't ctt thi doan nao d€ giip dwoc than twong ciia minh.
Vi lai, chic gi ho di chi ¢6 nim ngudi. Ciing c6 the ma’y nguwdi nay con
c6 dong bon, dang bi mat theo ddi & trong va ngoai khach san 1dm chit. Gi
chix bj 15 s& phong thi gay 1dm. Ngd nhd ddm ngwdi d6 déng gid 1am nhan
vién khach san t&i g6 ctra phong roi anh Tamamura ra mé ctra thi... Pam
ngwoi d6 ma biét sy that thi ki€u gi chrflng phat ro 1€n, roi tung tin 1én
mang. Chuyén nay ma thanh sy that thi danh ti€ng cta Tachibana Sakura sé&
ma't hét. Ma khong chi cé vay thoi dau. Toi con lo ho gian qua ma't khon,
lam tOn hai gi d&n anh Tamamura thi chét.”

Naomi nin thé. “Khdng thé€ d€ chuyén dé xady ra dwore.”

“Pung khong? Toi ciing da tinh d&€n chuyén doi khdch san, ngét ndi
ding dot nghi ba ngay nén chang dat dwgrc & dau nhiéu ngay 1ién nhw vay
ca. Panh phai ¢ ging thoi.”

“Ngai Tamamura c6 bi€t chuyén m&y fan cudng kia khong a?”

Mochizuki phay tay trird'c mat.

“T6i khong néi cu the véi anh Ay, chi t6 phién phirc thém théi. V&i lai
c6 khi con anh hwdng dén viéc viét lach ntra.”
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“T6ém lai nho’ ¢6 tuyét d6i gitr bi mat nay gidp to6i. Ngoai ra n€u c6 ba't
ctr chuyén gi ba't thwong lién quan dé€n anh Tamamura thi phién ¢6 bdo cho
to1 ngay nhé.” Mochizuki cui dau that thap.

Nhin b0 dang ctia anh ta, Naomi trom nghi, c¢é khi nhan vién cham séc
thd con do va't hon khong biét chung.

Trude khi ra vé, Naomi ghé qua vin phong phia sau quay I€ tan thi tha'y
Kuga vin & d6. C bén bdo cdo ngin gon cudc trao doi véi Mochizuki h'oi
nay.

“MOot dng chid sdm vai nir tic gia gidu mit dwoe yéu thich 4. Chuyén nay
ding 1a bi mat hang dau cia nha xud't ban da’y nhi.” Kuga thich thd nhan
xét. “Téi hi€u r'oi, doi ldc giao ca, tdi s€ bdo v&i may ngwoi lam ca toi va
ca dém.”

“Khong bi€t may ngwoi dan 6ng kia s€ 1lam gi nhi?”

“Pam otaku ay a. T6i cling khong bi€t nira, chglng theé dw doan duorc.
Ching ta danh tly co’ trng bién thoi vay.”

“Panh vy a,” Naomi git dau trong mo h6. Hy vong n€u c6 van deé gi
thi cling nam trong tdm ma khach san c6 th€ trng pho kip thoi.



dng hom sau, viéc giao ca van dwoc ti€n hanh vao ldc 9 gior sdng. Naomi
tha’y an tdm phan nao vi t6i qua khong c6 chuyén gi ba't thwong xay ra.

C6 dirng & quay 1€ tan, nhin quanh sanh nhing khong thi’y béng ding
nhém nguoi Meguro dau. Hay ho thd’y theo doi mai ma khong gap dwoc
Tachibana Sakura nén bo cudc roéi chang?

R'6i Mochizuki xuad't hién & sanh thang may, nhan ra Naomi, anh ta bén
cui dau chao.

Naomi roi khoi quay 1€ tan, lai €4n chd anh ta. “Cé chuyén gi thé" a?” cd
héi nhé.

“T6i mang btra saing d&€n cho anh Tamamura, tién th€’ xem tinh hinh ti€n
trien d&€n dau r'oi 8y ma. Ciing may ti€n do ban thao cé vé on.”

“Anh 1€n tan phong a?”

“Vang, nhueng khong sao dau, té1 vao thang mdy c6 mét minh thoi.”

Chic y anh ta 12 minh khong bj bdm duoi.

“Ping 1a hdm nay tdi cling chwa thd'y ma’y ngwoi ho dau ca.”

“Vang, hinh nhw 1a vady. Nhwng ¢6 chd voi an tdm, ching ta chging the’
bi€t dam nguwoi d6 dang toan tinh diéu gi dau.”

Sau d6, anh ta chao Naomi “Vay phién c¢6 nhé,” r'oi roi di.
“Vang...” Naomi b&i r61 quay lai v&i cong viéc & quay 1€ tan. Nao toi
ciing co biét may ngwoi kia tinh lam gi ddu.



DPén khoang hon 10 gio sdng, Naomi bit dau ta't bat 1am thd tuc trd
phong cho khach. Sanh khach san cling nhon nhip hin 1én. Nhung van
khong thdy bong dang may ngwoi dan 6ng kia dau. Biéu nay cang khi€n c6
thd’y bt an. Vi dém nay ho van sé & khéch san.

Gitra ldc d6, Naomi chot trong thd'y mot ngwoi dan 6ng di ngang qua
quiay 1€ tan. Chinh 1a Tamamura Kaoru. Tha’y vay, c¢d that kinh. Ngwoi nay,
trong chi€c 4o jumper, khom vai xudng, roi di ra phia ctra chinh.

Khong biét anh ta di dau vdy nhi, va liéu co quay vé luén khong?

DAu vay, ai ma twdng twegng cho ndi ngwdi dan 6ng trong c6 vé chim
chap kia lai 1a mét ti€u thuyét gia dang dwgc mén mé vo cung co’ chir. Pém
qua, trén dwong di lam vé, Naomi da tat qua hiéu sdch va tim mua tdc pham
ra mét clia Tachibana Sakura. C6 chi dinh doc qua cho biét thdi, nhwng nio
ngo lai bi cudn vao khong dit ra noi vi ¢6t truyén dwoe tri€n khai vo cling
gay cdn, m& ra mot thé gidi quan giy choang ngop. Pén khi doc xong thi
da qua ngay m&i. Co c6 th€ hi€u tai sao vin clia nguoi nay lai duge yéu
thich dén vay.

Pang h'6i twdng lai ¢6t truyén &y thi cdu nhan vién dan em dirng bén
canh cat ti€ng goi, “Chi Naomi.” C6 thang thSt nhin vEé phia tredc. Mot vi
khach ntr dang cho’ 1am tha tuc tra phong.

“Toi xin 10i a.” Sau khi xin 10i khach, Naomi v&i tay ¢Am chiéc thé khoa
dang @it trén mit quay 1€ tan.

Pén khi khach tra phong van bot, Kuga méi goi Naomi vao van phong
phia sau.

“C6 bru pham vira dwgc chuyén téi nay.” Néi doan Kuga dwa cho ¢6
xem mot tdi gid’y nom dep 1ép. O phan ngudi nhan cé dién day da dia chi,
tén khich san, ngoai ra con thém, TACHIBANA SAKURA (NHA XUAT BAN
HitorsuBasHi, MocHizuki KAzuo pA pAT). Phan nguoi g thi dé tén mot
ngwoi dan 6ng va tén mot nha xud't ban khac. Bwu pham dworc liét vao loai
TAI LIEU.

“Ky la that day.”
Kuga gat dau.



“Nhung, tinh sao by gio nhi? C6 thé vat nay ching lién quan gi t&i
nhém otaku kia va 1a thir ho can thi sao? Hdi chinh chu dwoc 1a to't nhat.”

“Nhwng anh Mochizuki lai bao khong mudn d€ Tamamura bi kéo vao
chuyén nay. Vi lai t6i e 1a gio nguoi 4y ciing khéng & trong phong dau a.”

Naomi k€ lai cho Kuga nghe chuyén da thd’y Tamamura roi khoi khach
san va chwa quay lai.

“Toi s€ thir trao d6i v&i anh Mochizuki xem sao a. Dl sao anh dy ciing
da dan t61 n€u c6 chuyén gi thi hdy bao cho anh 2y bi€t.” Naomi 18y dién
thoai ra, goi vao s& ctia Mochizuki da lwu.

Chwng nhw bi€t 1a Naomi goi t¢i, vira nha’c mdy, anh ta da voi héi,
“Véng, t6i Mochizuki xin nghe a. C6 chuyén gi v&i anh Tamamura sao?”

Nghe Naomi nhéc t&i buu pham kia, anh ta bdng rén ri, “Htrm. La that
d&y. Anh Tamamura cé qua lai gi v&i nha xud't ban d6 dau nhi. N&u la sach
tang thi phai giri vé nha chix. Trong khi lam gi ¢6 chuyén ngwoi & nha xué't
ban khac lai bi€t anh Tamamura dang vi€t sach ¢ day.”

“Vay anh tinh sao a?”

“Tam thoi cd cir d€ d6 gidp t6i nhé. R'6i t6i s€ tim cach hdi anh
Tamamura xem sao.”

“T6i hi€u roi a.”

Naomi ngét dién thoai, néi lai v&i Kuga ndi dung di trao doi cling
Mochizuki.

“Chgng nh¢ lai ding l1a @6 ctia nhom kia giri? Khong hi€u ho tinh gio tro
gi ma lai gwri cai nay dé€n nhi?” Kuga cam cdi tui gid'y 1én tay, nghiéng dau.
“C6 khi nao...” Naomi néi diéu vira m&i ndy ra trong dau minh, “La

mdy nghe 1én khong nhi?”

Kuga ciing mét 1én hoang hdt “Ching cé nhé...,” mit hién rd chit C6 thé
lam.

Néu ding vay, thi doan hoi thoai gitra ho nay gio’ cling bi nghe 1én roi
sao? Naomi nh& lai noi dung vira trao ddi véi Kuga. Co ¢6 nhic tdi cdi tén



Tamamura nhwng chac chan chwa hé da dong t&i viéc nguoi d6 1a dan 6ng
va hié€n dang & phong s& bao nhiéu.

Churng nhw cling dang ¢6 chung suy nghi d6 véi Naomi, Kuga im bit.
R'6i anh ¢am cdi tdi 1én, b6n ch’dn nhin quanh mot lwgt, sau d6 mé:i c't tdi
vao trong ta tai liéu canh twong, dong lai.

“Nhu vay liéu c6 on khong a?” Naomi thi tham hoi.

“Con hon 1a cit @€ vay,” Kuga 1ap bip ddp lai.

Dién thoai ctia Naomi rung, bdo c6 cudc goi dé&n tor Mochizuki.

“T6i hoi lai anh Tamamura roéi, qua nhi€én anh &y bao khong bi€t. Hién
anh &y dang viét ban thao, khong mudn bj ai qua’y ray, nén t6i s€ toi 18y
mon d6 &y. C6 cw gir gitp tdi vy nhé.”

“Ta’t nhi€n, chuyén d6 khdng van dé€ gi dau a. Chi c6 di€u, tdi hoi lo vEé
thr & bén trong...” Naomi che tay vao miéng dng nghe, doan néi cho
Mochizuki hay vé phan dodn cia minh.

“Hum. T6i da khong hé nghi t&i chuyén d6 day.” Mochizuki c6 vé cling
da nhin ra van de.

“Anh dinh lam th& nao a?”

“T6i hi€u roi. Vay ¢d ca't @6 vao chd nao dé ving ngudi gitip toi nhé.
Xong viéc t6i s€ toi 18y ludén.”

“T61 s€ lam vay a.”

“Vay phién c6.”

“Khoan di, anh Mochizuki...” Naomi vin con mot chuyén canh cdnh
trong long. “Ngai Tamamura dang & trong phong a?”

“Dung vay. Anh 8y khglng dinh chic nich 12 trtr 1dc nhan vién don dep,
con lai sudt tir sdng van ludn & trong phong lam viéc.”

“Sudt t sang dy a...”
“Vang. Co6 chuyén gi sao?”

“A khong, khong c6 gi dau a. Vay toi xin phép a.”



Sau khi ngit mdy, Naomi néi lai véi Kuga y dinh ctia Mochizuki.
“Chd ving nguoi a7 Cat & dau bay gio dwge nhi?” Kuga xoa xoa tran.

“Phong hop bén toa van phong thi sao a? N&u minh dén gid’y bén ngoai
ctra nira chic s& chang ai lui t&i dau a.”

Kuga bung tay danh tach.

“Y hay d&y. Vay c6 xem lich r'oi cit vao phong nao trdng gitip toi nhé.”

“T6i hieu roi a.”

Naomi 18y tdi gidy tw trong th ra, roi khoi van phong. Vira di chuyén
trén 167 di danh riéng cho nhan vién, Naomi vira nghiéng dau kho hi€lu.

Nguwoi h'di sing bwde ra khoi ctra chinh ding 1a Tamamura ma nhi. Co
khong th€ nhin nham dwoe. Hay la anh ta da quay lai ngay sau do6 roi
nhung khi &y ¢6 lai 106 ma't, khong nhin thay?

Sang d&n tda vin phong, Naomi nim dwoc phong hop trén fang hai hién
dang trong lich. Co6 dit tdi gid'y 1én mégt ban, ddn manh giad'y KHONG PHAN sU
MIEN VAO ngoai cua.

Sau d6 ¢d tré lai quay 1€ tan, tiép tuc cong viéc thwong nhat. Dén
khoang hon 2 gior chiéu, khach I'dn lwgt t&i nhian phong.

DOt nhién, trong lic Naomi dang lam viéc, Kuga bén canh thuc nhe vao
mang suon c¢d. R'i anh ta con kh& hi't cim, hudng mét vé phia ding xa, y
chung bao co, Nhin kia.

Naomi nhin ra phia Kuga ra da'u, thi bit giip ngay nim ngudi dan 6ng no
dang di chuyén theo hang doc. Naomi nhin theo, ho khong di theo ctra
chinh ma ra ngoai bang ctra phu bén canh sanh. May nguwoi nay tinh di dau
vay nhi?

Naomi va Kuga quay ra nhin nhau. Kuga vira nghiéng dau vira thi tham,
“That ra ban ndy phong canh vé cé goi cho t6i. Ho kéu phat hién ma’y
ngwoi dang ngo’ trén man hinh chdng trom nén t6i da toi d6 xem.”

“La mady nguoi d6 a?”

Kuga gat dau, “DPung vay.”



“Ho da lam gi dang ngo’ thé a?”

“Bi long vong quanh hanh lang cta ta't ca cac tang, trong b dang vo
cung thw tha.”

“Ta’t ca luon &y a? Ho di tim Tachibana Sakura chang?”

“Chéc 1a vy chit gi nira. Nhung thudng ai lai di chor doi vao ky tich gip
nhau & hanh lang nhi.”

“Ky la that day.”

“Um, nhung ho ciing chi di bo thé thdi nén ta khong th€ nhic nhé gi
dwoee. Toi chi nhd bén canh vé d&€ mét t&i ho hon.”

Sau d6 quang mot ti€ng, ndm nguwoi ho quay lai. Nhin bi€u cam ctia ca
nam nguoi, Naomi phat hoang Duwong nhw ho dang vO cung phan khich.
bén ca Meguro nguoi chang ma’y khi thay d&i sdc miit cling dang khoe
ham ring tring nhén.

Trén tay ho 1a nhirng chi€c tii nilon cla ctra hang tién lgii. Do dirng xa,
Naomi khéng th€ nhin r6 nhung han d6 1a bira trra mudn ctia may nguoi
dan 6ng.

“Chzatng hi€u dam ngwoi nay dang lam tro gi nhi,” Kuga thi thdm vao tai

A

co.
“T6i cling khdng biét nira,” Naomi nghi€ng dau thac mac.

Sau d6 cling khong cé chuyén gi bat thwong xay ra. Chi c6 Mochizuki
goi dién t&i bdo s€ dén 148y 6 mudn vi chwra xong viéc.

Ct nhu vdy, ching ma’y ma da gan t¢i 5 gior chiéu, gidr giao ca to7.
Naomi xt 1y lai cdc thong tin can ban giao, toan lui vao trong van phong
phia sau, nhwng r'6i c6 tha't kinh khi nhin thdy Tamamura dang di vao tw
ctra chinh. Anh ta dang budc that nhanh qua sanh r'6i mat hidt vé phia thang
may.

Naomi chi biét than tho nhin theo. Chuyén nay 1a thé nao day? Cheamg
phai Mochizuki bao ngudi ndy van ludn & trong phong a? L4n nay anh ta
cling chi ra ngoai mét l1at vao ding Iic Naomi khong nhin thay thdi sao?



C6 nghi lung th& ndo thi ciing ching thé tim ra ddp 4n, Naomi danh ct
th& tré vao van phong phia sau. Nhuwng ding lic 8y, cd thd’y nam nguoi
dan 6ng kia di ra tir sanh thang mdy. Naomi giat nay minh. Nho ho gip
Tamamura & gitra dwong thi chét dé. Nhwng r'oi ¢6 nghi lai, ho dau cé biét
nhau co’ chur.

P4m ngudi dan 6ng véi Meguro di dau tién lai quay 1€ tin. Naomi niém
no chao don ho. “Cé chuyén gi vay, thwa quy khach?”
Meguro dit hai chi€c thé khoéa phong Ién mat quay.

“Chung t6i da dat phong cho ca t61 nay nhung phi€n c6 doi phong gitp
ching t61 dwg'c khong?”

Naomi chinh lai tw thé trong khi nu cwoi van né trén moi. “Quy khéach
c6 gi khong hai long veé hai can phong hién gio a?”

“Khong phai, ching t6i chi 1a mu6én & phong khac thoi.” Meguro dap.

Tw phia sau anh ta, Inukai chém vao, “Chiing t6i s€ chiu thém phi, néu
can.”

“Ttrc 1a quy khach muén nang hang phong a?”’

“Pung vay,” Meguro [én ti€ng. “T6i khong rd phong d6 ki€u gi, nhung
chic la dic biét hon.”

“Y quy khach la phong nao co’ a?”
“Bén toa kia a'y.” Inukai lai xen vao. “Y t6i 1a tdoa nha bén canh.”

“Sao cor a?” Naomi chang hi€u miy ngwoi ndy dang noi gi cd. “Toi van
chwa hi€u y quy khach a.”

“Y ching t6i 13...” Inukai hiing h& lao t&i phia truede. “Hay ddi cho
chung td1 sang phong bén toa nha kia.”

“Phong... & tda van phong &y a?”
“O. Chung t6i tra thém tién 1a dwoc chit gi.”

Nim ngudi dan 6ng lwdm Naomi véi vé thu dich. Chic han nhitng
ngwoi nay dang dién tiét vi Naomi mai van chwa chiu chap thuin yéu ciu
cua ho.



Pén bay gio Naomi moi hi€u ra sy tinh. C6 nhirng mudn cwei phi ra ma
phai cd nén lai.

“Xin 10i nhung ¢6 1€ quy khach dang hi€u IAm r'6i a. Tdoa nha bén d6 cta
ching t6i khdng cé phong nghi cho khach dau a.”

“Tai sao lai vay? T6i thd’y bén d6 rd rang c6 treo bien CorTtesiA ToKYO
ANNEX ma.” Meguro quac mat 1én lwom Naomi.

“Bén d6 chi ¢6 van phong bo phan quén 1y, hanh chinh cta cong ty, chir
hoan toan khong c6 phong & hay hang quéan gi d€ phuc vu khach dau a. Toi
thanh that xin 18i vi ciu chi¥ trén tA'm bién da khién quy khéch hi€u [Am a.”
N6i doan Naomi cui dau xudng.

Nam nguwoi dan 6ng nha't loat hoi hd miéng ngac nhién. Ho da phai
quyé€t chi thé nao khi t&i day chir. VAy ma moi chuyén lai thanh ra nhw vay,
trong ho c6 vé bdi roi.

“Khong bi€t quy khach c6 thé thong cam cho khach san chiing tdi dwoc
khong a?” Naomi héi.

“C6 that bén d6 khong c¢6 phong hay khdch tro ndo khong?” Meguro van
ngoan cd tra hdi t&i cling.

“Da hoan toan khong c6 a. Khach tro cling khong c6 ai dau a.”

Ho quay sang nhin nhau. Mdt ai ndy déu dam chiéu.

“Thé thi... th6i vay.” Meguro 1én ti€ng, roi cing bdn nguwoi kia di veé
phia sanh thang may.

C6 khi nao... Naomi vira nhin ho roi di vira nghi. Chuyén nay lién quan
gi t&i g6i d6 dang d€ & bén toa van phong khéng nhi?

Naomi dwong mién man nghi ngoi thi Mochizuki goi dién t&i. Anh ta
thong bao da thu x&p xong cong viéc nén gio’ s€ qua 18y d6. That khéo.
Naomi van hen anh ta tredc sanh tda vin phong nhee hom qua.

Sau khi ban giao cong viéc cho ca td1, Naomi dirng dori Mochizuki triedre
toa van phong. Anh ta ¢c6 mat ding nhw gio hen. Sau d6 hai ngwoi di
chuyén 1én phong hop trén tang hai.

“Chuyén nay dung la ky la that,” Mochizuki cam 12y chi€c tui va noi.



“That ra...” Naomi khé khang thuat lai cudc tro chuyén v&i nhém
Meguro ban nay.

“Ho mudn do6i phong... Ra vdy.” Mochizuki sau khi git d4u vai lan m&i
bd cdi tdi gid’y vao trong cap. “Gio tdi sé t&i Akihabara mot chuyén r'oi
quay lai.”

“Akihabara 2y a?”

“Tdi c¢6 ngwrdi quen ranh ma’y thigt bj khong day va nghe 1én nay 1im,
nén s€ hdi qua ngwoi dé xem sao. Gio cd Yamagishi vé luén hay sao a?”

“To1thi hétcardia...”

“Vay a. N&u c¢d c6 the doi chirng mdt tiéng thi chic tdi s& bdo duwoc két
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qua.
“T6i hi€u r'6i a. Vay toi s€ doi.”
Trong lic cho’ Mochizuki lién lac lai, Naomi diing btra t&i & nha an danh
cho nhan vién.

“Pung nhw t6i nghi.” Vwra thd'y Naomi, Mochizuki da 1én ti€ng. “Thr dwoc
cai vao cuon sach & bén trong khong phai mdy nghe 1én ma Ia thi€t bi phat
tin hi€u. Va chi can ding mdy thu tan s6 1a s€ do ra dwgc dia di€m.”

“A, th& nén...”

Gio thi Naomi da hi€u hanh dong ctia may ngwoi hdi Meguro. Ca viéc
ho di long vong quanh hanh lang khach san ntra. Ho ding mdy thu tin hi€u
dé€ tim mdy phat tin hiu.

“MAay nguoi d6 da diéu tra ra dwoe goéi @6 dang & tdoa nha bén nay, nén
tw cho 1a Tachibana Sakura ciing dang & day.”

“Bdo sao toi thdy may ngwoi d6 sau khi ra ngoai roi quay lai bén twoi
tinh han 1én. Ra 13 khi &y ho nghi da tim dwgc chd than twgng dang &.”

“That cAm on vi cd da thong bao v&i téi. Co gi lai phién c¢6 nhé.”

“Cling may la gidp ich dwoc cho anh a. Gio anh con di dau nira a?”
Tha’y Mochizuki cAm trén tay chi€c tdi nilon tring to twdng, Naomi mdi



hdi.

“T6i mang btra t&1 d€n cho anh Tamamura. Anh &y ma goi phuc vu
phong dat d6 qua thi cling kho cho t6i lam.”

“Vay gio’ anh 1én phong ngai &y a?”

“Vang, voi lai nhén tién t6i cling muén xem tinh hinh ban théo ti€n tri€n
dén dau roi.”

“The¢ a...”

Chwrng nhw nhén ra diéu gi d6 ti bi€u cam ctia Naomi, Mochizuki hoi,
“Co6 chuyén gi a?”

“H61i chiéu anh ¢6 bdo ngai Tamamura van lam viéc trong phong sudt
nhi?”

“Vang. Chic chén anh &y khong roi d6 nira bude dau. Ban trwra toi cling
¢6 goi dién thi vAn thd’y anh 4y & dd'y ma. C6 van dé gi sao?”

“A khong, t6i dang nghi hin ngai &y phai vat va 1§m.”
“K¢€ cling tdi nhwng chflng con cach nao khéc. Ching t6i cling phai lo
viéc cua ching t6i ma.”

“Vay, t6i xin phép nhé,” n6i doan Mochizuki dirng day.



dng hom sau, van cOn chiit thoi gian triedre khi giao ca nén Naomi quyét

dinh s€ di 1ong vong quanh sanh khach san mét lwgt. Tt h'di con 1a nhan
vién m&i, Naomi da dwore didn né€u ranh rdi, di chi mot lic thoi thi cling
phai di lai quanh khéch san xem c6 khéch nao giip vudng méic gi khong d€
con kip thoi gitp do.

Nhéc thdy béng nguoi & phia thang cudn, Naomi bén lai gan. Hoa ra lai
chinh la Tamamura. M0t tay anh ta dang dut tui, con tay kia thi ap dién
thoai vao tai.

“O hay, da bao t6i c6 viéc nén td1 khong dwore r'oi co' ma... viéc cd
nhan... khong lién quan t&i anh. Tém lai 1a gio toi di ddy. Con lai phién
anh nhé. Um, 2 gio’ & chd anh Tanaka, Hachioji ding khong. Tdi biét roi,
quén sao dwoc ha. Téi s€ lo vu hen d6. Vay nho anh nhé.”

N6i chuyén dién thoai xong, Tamamura nhanh chéng nham hwéng ctra
chinh di mat.

Lan nay Naomi ciing lai chi biét nghiéng d4u thic méc. R6 rang anh ta
néi 2 gior, & ché anh Tanaka, Hachioji. Chuyén nay rd't cudc 1a sao nhi?

Naomi dang chwa hi€u dau cua tai nheo thé nao thi da phai ti€n hanh
giao ca sau d6 dirng quay. Pang lam viéc nhung c6 khong thé€ nging quay
ra phia ctra chinh ma nhin. Naomi khong sao rii bd dwore suy nghi, khong
bi€t khi nao Tamamura m&i quay lai.

Ct nhu vy roi ching may chdc da gan 12 gid trea. Nhém ngudi
Meguro xud't hién & phia sanh thang may. Ho dat phong hai dém nén trong



sang nay s€ phai trd phong.

Ho dat thé khéa phong 1én quay, mat may khé chiu. Bay la vé mat ba't
man vi khong dat dwo'c muc dich chang?

“Xin héi quy khéch cé dung d6 trong ti lanh khéng a?”

Naomi hédi cho ddng trinh tw thi chi nhin dwoc cau tra 1o cut 1an,
“Khong.”

Phdi roi, mdy anh dn do cua cira hang tién lgi ma, Naomi [am bam
trong bung.

Naomi tinh thir thi tha’y it hon khoan tién dat coc ra't nhiéu. Co6 dit s6
tién thira khong hé nhd vao khay, r'oi dwa cho ho ciing v&i hda don.

“Cam on quy khach da dung dich vu cta khéch san ching t6i. Rat mong
T'4n sau lai dwore don ti€p quy khach.” Naomi vira cui dau vira noi.

Meguro nhin phan tién thwa. Ho sé phdi chia nhau so’tién nay nén sé lai
ton kha khd tho'i gian ddy, Naomi tham doan.

C6 khi nao ho con dinh canh chieng & sdnh nita khong nhi, Naomi dang
nghi vy thi nim ngwoi dan 6ng da lang ling di qua ctra chinh, rovi khoi
khach san. C6 thé phao nhe nhom.

Pung luc &Y, ai d6 dap vao lung c6. La Kuga. “Cudi cung cling chiu
lang 1€ rat lui r'éi day a?”

“That may vi tdi da khong phai tha't hira v&ii anh Mochizuki.”

“Thé& 12 ciing xong dwgrc mdt viéc. Toi 1am & dAy 1au 14m r'o6i nhung Tan
d4u gdp phai nhém ngwoi nhw vy di’y. Pdng 1a mot bai hoc kinh nghiém
dang quy.” Kuga cuwoi kho.

“Puing that a.” Naomi d'0ng tinh, song cd vin chwa hét bin khodn vé
chuyén ctia Tamamura. Vi dén gio’ van chwa thd’y anh ta quay lai.

Nhén ldc cdng viéc ranh rang do6i chiit, Naomi m&i goi dién cho
Mochizuki. Cé nghi minh nén thdng bdo cho anh ta chuyén nam ngwoi kia
da tra phong.

“The a. May qua ro1, vay la yén tim dwgc mot chuyén.” Nghe xong,
Mochizuki tim tim ddp lai. “Vay la tw gior toi s€ khong phai 1én 1t t&i gap



anh Tamamura ntra r'6i.”
“Sang nay hai ngwoi cling gap nhau a?”

“Gap roi. Dua bira sing v&i bira t6i cho anh &y 1a nhiém vy hang ngay
cua toi ma. Toi d&n do twr lic 8 gior sdng roi kia. Trong anh &y khi d6 van
con ngai ngu lam.”

Nhuwng chi sau d6 mét 1at, Naomi da bat gdp anh ta néi chuyén di€n thoai
& sanh khach san.

“Cong viéc cia ngai Tamamura van tién trién thuan loi chi a?”

“Cling hom hom. Ban nay t6i ciing vira goi dién hdi tham tinh hinh
xong.”

“Anh vira... goi dién a?”

“Vang, toi ctr nhéc sudt dim ra cling bi anh ta qué cho mot tran. Ha ha
ha.”

“Anh goi t&i phong khach san chir khdng phai s6” di dong a?”

“Pwong nhién phai goi t&i phong chir. Goi di dong thi con y nghia gi
nwra. C6 chuyén gi a?”

“A khong a. T6i chi dang nghi, ding la va't va cho ca hai bén qua.”

“C6 gi dau, ta't ca 1a vi cong viéc &y ma. Cam on ¢d da bdo tin nhé.”
“Khong c6 gi dau a,” n6i doan Naomi ngdt mdy, réi ¢6 nhin dong ho6.
ba hon 2 gio’ chiéu. Tamamura da néi hen gi d6 cho Hachioji, nhwng chang

1€ anh ta quay lai va hién dang & trong phong r'6i sao?

Naomi dang ban than nghi ngei, thi chot cam giac ¢6 ai d6, c6 ngang
dau Ién. Bung ldic mot ngwoi dan ong tré dang di toi.

“Xin 1061, toi ¢ chit chuyén mudn hoi. Toi 1a...”

Nguwoi dan 6ng no tho tay vao tdi trong 4o khodc, rit ra tir danh thiép.
Trén d6 c6 in ndi dung: IMAMURA Yuit, PHONG BIEN TAP SACH VAN HOC, CONG
Ty c6 PHAN KyUEIL Kyuei 1a mdt nha xud't ban v cung noi ti€ng.

“C6 phai hién...” Anh ta dang n6i d& thi bdng ngurng lai, han 12 vi thdy
sdc mat cda Naomi thay doi. Mat Naomi dang mai nhin doan nguoi buwde



vao tr ctra chinh. Ndm ngwoi dan 6ng kia, van Meguro dan d4u, da quay
lai.

Imamura ciing quay dau lai, roi anh ta giadt minh rut ngueoi lai. “O,
chuyén gi day?”

Nhém ngudi kia bude thang t&i chd Naomi, roi dot ngdt ndm 18y cénh
tay Imamura.

“Anh Imamura cta cong ty Kyuei phai khong?” Meguro hdi.

“Vang, ding la to6i...”

“Lam on, hay d€ ching toi gap... Tachibana Sakura.”

“Ha? May anh dang ndi chuyén gi vay?”

“Chung t6i that sy ra't nghi€m tidc. Chi mot lat thoi cling dwore, Xin anh
day.”

N6i doan anh ta quy gdi xudng san, dap dau. B6n nguoi con lai ciing
lam y chang, r6i ho d6ng loat hd “Lam on.”

“O, mi’y anh nay, ding c6 lam vay chir.” Imamura 1ui lai phia sau.

Nghe thdy c6 ti€ng on ao, ddi tredng bo phan hanh 1y chay lai.

“Xin 16i cdc anh, nhwng cédc anh 1am vAy s€ dnh hwdng t&i nhwng vi
khach khéc, phién céc anh di chd khdc gidp cho dworc khong a?” Vi doi
tredng néi véi hdi Meguro.

“Khong, ching t6i s€ khong di dau ca, cho t&i khi gdp dwoe Tachibana
Sakura.” Meguro chiy btra.

Doi trudng hanh 1y bén dwa mét ra hiéu vé&i cdp dudi clia minh. Cudi
cung m&’y nhan vién hanh Iy danh phai vira lich sw khuyén can, vira do nam
nguwoi d6 diy, roi dan ho ra ngoai.

Tha’y ho di khua't, Imamura m&i néi 10ng ca vat. “Hét cd hon. MaYy
ngwoi d6 la ai vay?”

“Thanh that xin 16i quy khach. MaYy vi 4y ban sdng vira m&i trd phong &
day day a.”



“A phai, tdi c6 nghe anh Mochizuki néi vé chuyén Tachibana Sakura bj
fan cudng deo bam r'6i. Héa ra la ddm nguwoi d6 day a?”

“Quy khéch l1a nguoi quen ctia ngai Mochizuki a?”
Imamura gat dau.

“Qua anh Ay t6i m&i bi€t khach san nay ma. Anh &y con bao t6i, muén
nho Tachibana Sakura viéc gi thi ct tryee ti€p trao doi voi d6i phwong.”

“A,héaralaviya.”

“Vang, thé nén phién cd goi t&i phong Tachibana Sakura gidp t6i dwoc
khong? C6 cir bao ¢6 anh Imamura cong ty Kyuei can gap.”

“Toi hi€u r'oi a.”
Naomi nha’c 6ng nghe chi€c dién thoai bén canh 1én. Tamamura dang &

phong 1205. Vira 4n s&", Naomi vira thic méc, khong hi€u Imamura c6 biét
danh tinh that cua Tachibana Sakura khong.

Chuong dién thoai reo, dung luc do, khi Naomi con dang nghi anh ta sao
lai reén ngueoi 1én nhe vay nhi, thi Imamura da vieon cénh tay dai ngodng
toi, gidt 18y Ong nghe dién thoai twr tay ¢d. Anh ta hanh dong nhanh t&i ndi
Naomi chzamg kip 1€n ti€ng.

Imamura dp 6ng nghe 1€n tai, 1ui lai phia sau cho t&i khi khong kéo
dwoc day thém nura.

“Quy khach dang lam gi vay a? Xin hay dwng lai!” Naomi v&i tay nhung
khong toi.

“C0 Tachibana Sakura ding khong a?” C6 vé dién thoai da két noi,
Imamura bit dau néi. “Xin 16i vi da dwong dot goi tdi 1am phién co. Tdi la
fan hAm mo cua co, that dd'y, khong phai gia danh hay gi dau. Nhung xin cd
hay nh¢& cho diéu nay, t6i, lic nao ciling s€ ing hd cd hét minh. T6i madi 1a
nguwoi phai cdm on ¢d méi ding chi a. Vang, vy chao ¢6 a.” Anh ta lanh
dam néi, r'oi nhin cham chdm vio &ng nghe.

Imamura lai gan quay I€ tan, cdi d4u, trd dng nghe cho Naomi. “Thanh
that xin 16i.”



Mt d6i tredng bd phan hanh 1y lai bién sic, anh ta chay t&i quiy 1€ tan.
Nhwng Naomi chi cweoi néi, “Khong sao dau a” r'oi nhan lai 6ng nghe tw
Imamura.

“Héa ra anh 1a d6ng bon clia ma’y ngwoi dé a? Toéi da hoan toan bi sap
biy...”

“Pay la bién phap cudi cung cua ching tdi. Ching t6i da quy€t tam, néu
khong th€ gdp, thi it nhat cling phai nghe dwgc giong cuia Tachibana
Sakura. Thé& nén chi minh t6i 1a khong tro & day.”

“Anh di nghe... dwoe giong cia nguoi d6 roi a?”

“Tat nhién, va toi cling s€ cho ho nghe nira.” Anh ta chia thr dang ¢cam
trén tay cho Naomi xem. La mdy ghi am. Hin 1 anh ta dd thu 4m doan n6i
chuyén ban niy. “Qua nhién khong ngoai dw liéu cta t6i, giong cd Ay that
hay, chflng khac nao giong thi€u nw.”

“Saocora...”

“Toi thanh that xin 161 vi d4 gAy phién phtrc cho ¢d.” Imamura lai cti
dau that thap.

“Mong céc anh Tan sau dwng bay tro thé nay nira.”
“Vang, xin 16i ¢0.”
Imamura quay got, tha bwdc vEé phia ctra chinh. T4t nhién, ndim nguoi

dan 6ng no dang & d6. Imamura nhin vé phia &y, ra ddu chir V. Thay vay,
nam ngwoi kia khodi chi gio’ ca hai tay dn mung.

“Ho dwa c6 vao trong cling khéo da’y chr.” Kuga t&i gén, 1€n ti€ng.
“Thoi cling dwoc. Du gi ho cling chi mudn néi chuyén.”
: : Y€

“Nhuwng la that, khdng hi€u ho da néi chuyén vai ai vay nhi.”
“Um, t6i cling dang thic mic day.” Kuga nghiéng dau.

Pau Naomi xoay mong mong vi ca ddng suy nghi. Sau r6t, ¢6 di dén
mot gid thi€t. Va c6 cling chi ¢ th€ nghi t&i diéu nay ma thoi.



Naomi r&i khoi quay 12 tan, di t¢i phong diéu khiéh.

G4an 6 gio’ t61, Tamamura budc vao ti ctra chinh. Tha’y vdy, Naomi, da
giao ca xong tu tredre va ding doi sud6t tw lic d6 toi gior, voi vang di toi
sanh thang mdy. Bang moi cach, c¢6 phai 1én phong tredc Tamamura.

Co6 di thang mdy 1én tang 12, bang qua hanh lang, dwng lai trwde cira
phong 1205, g6 ctra.

Ctra m& vao bén trong, ngwoi dang 16 mét ra nhin tha’y Naomi thi tron
madt [én ngac nhién.

“Xin 10i da 1am phién lic quy khach dang nghi ngoi a.” Naomi cui dau,
xin 16i. “C6 viéc nay td6i mudn phién quy khach xdc nhan lai, khong biét
quy khach ¢6 th€ danh cho téi chiit thoi gian khong a?”’

bdi phwong im lidng. Ching nhw dang v6 ciing kho xt.

C6 dodn d6i phwrong chi fAm ngoai mudi 1im, chic 13 hoc sinh cAp ba.
Ngwoi nay qua that tré hon rdt nhi€u so voi tedng twong cia c6. Mot thi€u
nw gidn dj va phang pha't vé thuan khiét, trong sang.

Tamamura di ra tie sanh thang mdy, vé mét hoai nghi, ti€n lai gan.
Naomi quay ra chao anh ta. “Quy khach da vé day a.”

“C6 chuyén gi thé€?” Anh ta hdi cd bé & trong phong.

“Tai cO &y g0 ctra nén con twdng bo veé...” C6 bé tra loi.

Naomi mim cwoi, nhin Tamamura.



“T61 mudn hdi vE cach dung phong mot chat thoi a.”

Tamamura can mdi vé kho chiu, khé gat dau. “Vay ching ta vao trong
roi néi.”

“Toi xin 161 a.”

Naomi cling Tamamura budc vao phong. Hai chi€c giwong x€p song
song, d61 di€n d6 1a ban vi€t. Trén ban d€ chi€c mdy tinh xach tay va may
quyén sach.

Co6 bé kia ng61 xudng cai gh€” dat bén canh chi€c ban, con Tamamura thi
tha ngwoi xudng sofa.

“Phong quy khach dang dung 13 phong twin.” Naomi van dirng va noi.
“Phong nay von di 1a phong cho hai ngwoi, nhirng mot ngwoi dung cling
khong sao. Te 1a, mot ngwoi dung thi tién phong sé khac. Theo nhw t6i
dwore biét tor ngai Mochizuki thi phong nay chi dwoe dat cho mét nguoi.
Nhwng vi nhiéu chuyén, t6i m&i nhén ra hién c6 hai vi khach dang cuing
dung phong, thanh thi t6i mudn xac nhan lai. Néu quy khach mudn doi
sang dung hai khach thi t6i s€ nhanh chéng lam thu tuc a.”

“A khong, the khong dwoec ddu.” Tamamura gio mot tay 1én. “Phién c6
gitr kin chuyén nay v&i anh Mochizuki va nha xud't ban Hitotsubashi gitp
toi. N&u phai tra thém thi tdi s€ tra riéng. Nén ¢ cr gitt nguyén la mot
ngwoi dung ho t6i dwgc khong?”

Naomi nhin ca hai ngwoi ho. M&i nay ¢ bé nay goi Tamamura 1a bo”
nén c6 1& hai ngwdi ho 1a bd” con. Nhin k§ mdi tha’y, mét ho qua ciing giong
nhau that.

“Hén 1a quy khéch ¢6 sy tinh gi d6.”

“Um thi...” Tamamura 1am bam.

“T6i c6 the' bi€t van dé dé la gi khong a? P& né€u 1 Ian sau cé chuyén
thé nay nwra, bi€t dau téi lai gidp duoe gi d6 cho quy khach? Ta't nhién, néu
quy khach tha@y khong can thi€t thi ciing khong sao a.”

Tamamura khd s mé miéng. “Co bié€t nhirng gi r'6i?”

“Ngai Mochizuki chi cho t6i bi€t, nha van Tachibana Sakura thit ra
chinh la ngai Tamamura day, va ngai d&€n day d€ chuyén tam vi€t ban thao.



Nhuwng hinh nhw, sy that c6 hoi khac thi phai a.”

Tamamura gt dau, hi't cdm vé phia c6 bé kia.

“Thét ra Tachibana khong phai la t6i, ma la con bé kia.”

“La co day a?”

“ffm, tén no la Kaoru.”

“A, co Kaoru... Rala vay a.”

“Tén t6i 1a Soichi, tén Kaoru dau ¢6 hop v&i t6i chir.” Tamamura gai
dau.

Tamamura Soichi cho hay, Kaoru m&i 17 tudi, do me bi bénh ma't s¢'m,
nén ngoai hinh c6 bé trong cé vé chirng chac hon tuoi, nhiéu lic Kaoru con
néi nang, hanh dong ngwoi 1n hon cd bd minh. Tw bé Kaoru da thich sach,
thanh tich & trwong cling ra't kha.

R6i sau d6 cd bé bit dau tir viet ti€u thuy&t. Khong chi dirng & d6, co bé
con mudn that nhiéu ngeoi doc dwore sach cia minh, nén da dang ky tng
tuy€n giai thuedng tac gia méi. R'6i thi cd bé nhan dwgc thong bdo cia nha
Xu#'t ban, rang tic pham da dwoc lot vio vong tuyén chon cudi ciing.
Tamamura tinh co’ doc dwoee 14 thw d6 tredre ca Kaoru nén da td ra hét siec
kinh ngac. Anh ta hoan toan khong hay bi€t gi vé chuyén con gai vi€t sach.
Tamamura lyc loi ban ctia Kaoru mé&i thay tap ti€u thuyét in bang gidy A4
d6. Nhin tén sach anh ta nhan ra d6 chinh la tdc pham rng tuyen.

“Pén khi doc th toi lai bi thém mdt phen tha't kinh. N6i dung sach vo
cung goi tinh.”

“Khong phai thé ma bd'...” Kaoru van ciii gdm ti ban ndy gio' m&i
ngang dau lén.

“Toan m&’y canh nam ntr lam dd th trd bi€n thai v&i nhau con gi nra.”

“Nhung phai viét thé chir. Yéu nhau thi dwong nhién ho phai l1am thé’
roi. B6 cung thé con n6i.”

“Nhung cling vira phai thoi chir.”

“B6  chang hi€u gi ca. Thw cia con thi ty tién mdé ra xem, con luc 1oi ban
r'oi ctr the” doc ban thdo, ngwoi ddu ma qua dang qua the.”



“May nhiéu loi qua r'oi da’y. Tao lo cho con gai thi cé gi sai ha? Qua
dang cho nao ha?”

“Ngai binh tinh lai di a.” Naomi vdi vang khuyén can. “T6i ra't hi€u cam
gidc cua c¢6 Kaoru. T6i ciing da doc qua cudn sach do, qua that 1a ra't cam
dong a. Mdi nguoi cdm nhan nghé thuat lai moi khéc.”

Tamamura cyp dudi doi I6ng may xuéng, vé bu'dn phién.

“C¢ th€ cd néi diing, nhung nguoi lam bd’ cling ¢6 phan wng clia ho chu.
Chang ai mudn de xung quanh bi€t chuyén con gai minh vi€t ba thir nhang
cudi d6 dau. Néi tring ra 1a toi chang can n6 dwoe gidi gi ca, ma khong, toi
con mong né trrrot 1a ding khic.”

“Nhwng cudi cung c¢6 Kaoru lai dat gidi cao ding khong a?”

Tamamura Soichi nhan mat, gat dau.

“Luc nghe con bé thong bdo tin do, téi xay xam mat may ludn. Thé& nay
chang phai nha xui't ban s€ dé€n chao hdi hay sao. To6i da phai vat 6c dang
suy nghi xem cé cach nao d€ tw chdi gidi dwoe khong.”

“Va cudi cung ngai quy€t dinh déng gia...”

“T6i da chac mam, né€u bi€t mdt 6ng chu nhw t6i gia thanh thi€u ntr,
ki€u gi ho cling hay gidi.”

“Anh Mochizuki bao khong thé ¢6 chuyén do.”

“Kho thé” da@’y. Thanh thir cudi cuing ¢6 tranh dwore dau. Nhung cling
may moi chuyé&n vain xong xu6i ma khong cin con bé Kaoru xui't dau 10
dién. Vi anh Mochizuki da d6ng y d€ Tachibana Sakura ra mat dudi tw cach
mot nha van gidu mat.”

“Tuc 1a, viéc gap go, trao doi v&i anh Mochizuki thi ngai ra mat con cd
Kaoru thi chiu trach nhi€ém vé ban thao ding khong a?”

Tamamura Soichi nhan mat, gai gai phia trén 16ng may.

“Con bé van dang hoc cAp ba, con nhiéu viéc khic phdi 1am 1im. TAt
nhié€n sach ban deoc nén chung tdi cling c6 thém dong ra dong vao. Puing
la cai gi cling c6 hai mat ctia nd.”

“Viéc viét sach & khach san 'dn nay la do ngai khong the tw chdi a?”



“Tai t6i 1o hira v&i ho 1a ki€u gi cling giao ban thao ding han. Nhung
cudi cung lai bi trung lich thi gitra ky ctia con bé, dam khong kip.”

“Ho khong chiu d€ tac gia viét tai nha a?”

“T6i cling d€ xua't roi, ma anh Mochizuki bdo, n€u thé' ngay nao anh ta
cling s€ t&i nha. Nhung lam thé” thi 16 hét viéc téi lam & cong ty xay dung
chtr chang viét lach gi.”

“Rala vay a,” Naomi hiéu ra van de€.
“Vay nén hai ngwoi méi cung & day, va ban ngay thi ngai di lam??”

“Puing th€&". Cling may dot nay tring dip nghi ba ngay, nén Kaoru khong
can xin nghi hoc & trrong. Anh Mochizuki van ghé qua vao mdi budi sdng
va t61, nhitng khi d6 tdi d& con bé trdn trong nha tim.”

“Vat va qud a. Ngai yéu cau don vé sinh vao gio’ cu th€'1a vi khong
mudn d€ c6 Kaoru cham mat v&i nhan vién don phong ding khéng a?”

“Khong sai.”

“Nhung c6 viéc nay tdi van chwa hi€u dworc. Hinh nhw anh Mochizuki
thinh thodng van goi dién t&i phong nay, vy ma I'4n nao anh &y ciing béo
chinh ngai da nghe may.”

“A, chuyén d6 hi?” Tamamura Soichi cudi cuoi. “Rat ky la ding
khong? C6 nghi to1 da 1am cach nao?”

“T6i cling da thir doan.”
“0, cO doan thé nao?”

“Né&u c6 s6 trr bén ngoai goi t¢i khach san, phong di€u khi€n sé nghe
may. Néu dau day bén kia yéu cau dwgc gdp mot vi khach nao dé dang tro
tai khach san, ho sé khong 1ap tirc ndi may ma tredee tién s€ goi dién toi
phong cua vi khach dé, thong bdo tén nguoi cin gip va xac nhan véi khach
xem ¢6 mudn néi chuyén voi nguwei kia khong. Néu khach dong v, ho mai
ndi mdy. Nén lic anh Mochizuki goi dién thoai t&1i, chic chén ho ciing 1am
theo ding trinh ty nhw vay. T61 doan, ldc ngai ra ngoai, cd Kaoru sé la
ngudi nghe nhitng cude goi tir phong didu khién. Han 1a ¢o da phai mot tay
nghe may, mot tay an sd trén di ddng ding khong a? Va ta't nhién, nguoi cod
Ay goi chinh la ngai.” Naomi nha’c 6ng nghe di€n thoai ban trong phong



1€n, tay con lai mé di dong ctia minh ra. “Sau do6, khi ngai da nghe may, cd
Kaoru s€ ap dién thoai vao 6ng nghe nhr nay.” Naomi quay nguoc hai dau
loa va mirc cta chi€c di dong lai, 4p vao 6ng nghe dién thoai. “Lam thé&
nay, thi du ngai c¢é dang & dau cting s€ nhan dwoc cudc goi ctia anh
Mochizuki. Phan dodn cta t6i c6 sai & dau khong a?”

Nghe xong, Tamamura Soichi dudi that thglng lwng, khoanh tay lai.

“Khong sai gi ca. C6 lam t6i ngac nhién da’y. Bung la dan chuyén nghiép
co khac.”

“MAYy tiéng trirdre, toi da gip phai mot ric rdi nhd.” Naomi thudt lai
chuyén da xdy ra v&i Imamura.

“To1 goi bﬁng dién thoai ndi bd nén phong diéu khién khong h€ can
thiép. Va nguwoi dan 6ng cwedp dng nghe ctia t6i hinh nhw da néi chuyén
tric ti€p voi ngwoi dang ¢6 méat & trong phong nay lic d6. Ma ngwoi dan
ong kia con khen nttc n&, giong néi thi¢u nir 4y nghe rat hay. Chéc hin ldc
Ay c6 hoang 18m ding khong?” Naomi hdi Kaoru.

“Em r61 hét cd 1én &y,” Kaoru trd 1oi. “Tw nhién dau diy bén kia lai bao,
Tor LA FAN HAM MO cUA cO. Cudng qud, chang bi€t lam thé nao cho phai, em
danh cam on suoéng.”

“Nhwng ngwoi d6 da ra't vui dd’y a. Anh ta nghi di€u d6 that ky diéu, béi
da dwoc nghe giong that ciia Tachibana Sakura. Nhwng ciing nho’ 6 ma to6i
nhén ra, ngoai ngai Tamamura, con mot nguoi khac nira cling dang & phong
nay. T6i da dén phong diéu khi€n d€ xac nhan lai. Va ding nhw ti tru liéu,
ho néi, khi ho goi d&€n phong nay d€' két ndi cac cudc goi ngoai tuyén, déu
la giong mot ¢6 gai nghe may.”

Tamamura ldc dau qua lai.

“C0 suy luan ra't ngh€ da’y chir. L€ ra nén di lam canh sat méi ding.”

Naomi cwoi. “Ngai cir dua a.”

“Moi chuyén déu ding nhw cd vra trinh bay. Ngoai ra t6i khong gidu
viéc gi ntra ca. Va toi ciing néi thang, t6i muén nho ¢d gite kin chuyén nay.
Vay thoi.” Tamamura chdng hai tay xu6ng hai dau go1, cui dau.



“Ngai ngang dau lén di a,” Naomi 1€n ti€ng. “Tdi s€ khdng ti€t 16
chuyén cd nhan ctua khach, nén xin ngai c yén tim. Con vé cach thirc
thanh todn ti€én phong phat sinh, t6i s€ hdi y ki€n cap trén a.”

“That a. Nghe co nd6i vay la to1 yén tam roi.”

“Xin cho t6i man phép hoi, ngai dinh s€ ti€p tuc chuyén nay dén khi nao
a? T6i thi nghi cai gi cling s€ ¢ gidi han clia n6.”

Tamamura Soichi méo xéch miéng, vé kho s&.

“Toi cling biét chitr. Nhwng khong the tiét 10 chuyén nay khi con bé van
dang 1a hoc sinh c&p ba dwoe. T6i mudn gitr kin bi mat nay cho t&i khi con
bé tredng thanh. Con sau doé t6i s€ de€ né ty quy€t dinh. Ma cling chang bi€t
t&i khi @6 né con mudn theo nghiép viét lach nira khong.”

“Con khong bd dau,” Kaoru 1én ti€ng. “Con con nhiéu thir mudén viét
lam,” cd bé ca quyét.

“T6i cling tan thanh viéc d€ cd Kaoru ty quyét dinh. Cho t&i lic d6, néu
cé diéu gi t6i ¢ the gitp do dwore, xin hai vi dirng khéach sdo a. Toi s€ lam
hét strc ¢6 the.”

“C0 sé khong ti€t 10 than phan that cia chuing t6i dau nhi?”

“Ta’t nhi€n roi a. Viéc cta ching t6i l1a phai bdo vé mat na cua khach
ma,” ndi doan Naomi nghié€ng dau. “A, khong phai mat na... ma la mang
che m¢&i ding chr nhi.” C6 thém.

Hai b6" con nha Tamamura 6 1én cwoi. Trong ho nhw vira dwoc giai thoat
khoi thir gi d6 vay.

Naomi roi khoi phong hai ngwoi, ra téi hanh lang thi dién thoai bdo c6
cudc goi dén tir Mochizuki.

“Thyce ra chuyén nay khong lién quan gi t&i ¢6 Yamagishi ca, nhwng
nhirng ngay qua c6 da gitp do toi ra't nhiéu nén t6i nghi cling nén bao voi
co mot tieng.” Mochizuki mao dau, giong nghe ra't rOn rang.

“Pa co chuyén gi vay a?”

“Chiing toi da 1am sang té dwg'c mot viée. Ring tai sao ddm otaku kia lai
biét rd t6i 1a ngwoi phu trach tac gia Tachibana, thong tin cd4 nhan cua t6i



hay chuyén tac gia vi€t ban thao & khach san. That ra ching t6i cé gian
di¢p.”

“Gian di€p?”

“MOt thanh vién ctia nhém ngwoi d6 da tra trdn vao lam nhén vién ban
thoi gian ctia Phong bién tip chiing toi tor dau he nay. TA't nhién, nguoi d6
khong biét chan twdng that ctia Tachibana Sakura.”

“Tai sao cdc anh lai bi€t nguoi d6 la gian diép thé a?”

“Hén ty thd nhan. Chic 1a biét néu diéu tra ndi bo thi kicu g1 cung bi 10.
TAt nhién chiing t6i da cho hin thoi viée. Chi ¢6 diéu hin da khoe khoang
gi ma, du khong the€ gap mat Tachibana Sakura nhwng ciing da hoan thanh
dworc mot muc tiéu, nén khong c6 gi hdi tidc ca. Khong hi€u y hin 1a gi
nhi?”

Naomi giat minh, chac chan la ngwoi dan 6ng tén Imamura kia r'oi.
Nhung ¢ khdng nhac gi dén viéc ma’y ngwoi d6 da thu dm dwoe giong
ctia Tamamura Kaoru. C6 phai bao v& mat na ctia bd con nha ho.

“Vat va cho anh qué a,” Naomi ndi.

“L’4n nay t61 phién dén c6 nhiéu qua. Nhwng chdc toi s€ con quay lai
khéach san d6 da’y, nén la I'an sau lai mong c6 gitip do nhé.”

“Vang, td't nhién roi a. Ra&'t mong s€ gdp lai anh a.”

Ngit dién thoai, Naomi khong the kim nén mdt ny cwdi. Khdng hiéu, vai
ndm ntra, khi nha vin gid'u mit ma anh ta nghi 1a minh da tao dung kia thdo
bd mat na, Mochizuki trong s€ thé nao nhi? Twdng twong chuyén do thoi
Naomi d3 tha’y thd vi 1dm roi.



PEM TRUGC LE HOI HOA TRANG



ang bwdc vao sanh chinh qua canh ctra treeot tw dong co 1on 1a mot cap

do6i, dng chirng cd hai déu c& hai nham. Hai ngwoi mac d6 déi gom do
phong va quan jean. Sau khi dwa mat to mo nhin khap sanh, ho tién lai gan
quay I¢ tan.

Dirng quay lic nay 12 ba nhan vién I€ tAn. Mot nguoi trong s6 dé 1
nhéan vién m&i. Va cdp doi kia dang déng trwd'c nhan vién mdi no.

“Toi 1a nguoi vira goi dién dit phong ban nay.” Ngwoi dan 6ng mao dau
roi xung tén. Nghe Am giong cé vé 1a ngwoi viing Kansai.

Nhéan vién 1€ tAn mdi thao tdc chiéc mdy dAu cudi tredre mit, xdc nhan
lai ndi dung trén man hinh, réi hoi, “Xin 16i da d& quy khach phai doi 14u.
Quy khach s€ nghi lai khach san ching t6i mot d&€m, phong double ding
khong a?”

“Pung r'6i,” chang trai dap, gat dau v&i ¢6 gdi bén canh.

Nhan vién I tin m&i dwa phiéu thdng tin cho vi khich no, nho: anh ta
dién cac muc. Trong khi vi khach nam dién thdng tin vao to’ phi€u, ciu tié€n
hanh chon phong. C& hai tuan triedre, chi viéc nay thoi da khién ciu ling
tung bi€t bao.

Vi khich nam da dién xong thong tin.

“Cam on quy khach a. Lic dat phong, quy khach da chon thanh toan
bang tién mit. Gio quy khach c6 mudn thay doi gi khong a?”

“Khong can dau, tdi sé trd bang tién mit.” Vi khach nam ddp lai tic thi.



“T6i hi€u roi a. Vay phi€n quy khach cho t6i thu 3 van yén ti€n dat coc
duoc khong a?”

Nghe cu hdi ctia ciu 1& tAn mdi, bi€u cdm khudén mit vi khach nam
bdng dung thay doi. “O’, cai d6 1a sao?”

“Tién ddt coc thoi a. Ta't nhién khi quy khach tra phong, ching t6i xin
gtri lai tién thira a.”
“O, Tan dau t61 nghe chuyén nay day.”

Vi khdch nam chau may, nhing chic chin khong thé c¢6 chuyén anh ta
chua nghe dwoc. Thwong thi nhin vién 1€ tn s&€ nhan dit phong ludn trong
ngay. Va khach san quy dinh nha't dinh phai giai thich rd v&i khach veé tién
dat coc. Cau doan vi khach nay da khong de’y.

“Tién phong con chwa d€n 3 van ma. Tai sao lai phai dat coc tan 3 van
vay?”’

“Céi do6 la ching t6i dy tinh ca nhirng phi dich vu khéac ntra a. Nhw tién
d6 udng trong ti lanh chang han a.”

Vi khich nam xua tay.

“Chung t6i s€ khong udng dau. Co khat cling s€ mua d'6 ctra hang tién
loii. Gior toi ma dwa cdu 3 van yén thi t6i chay tdi mat.”

“Vay t6i c6 the gitr thé ngan hang cta quy khach dwgrc khong a? Con
tién phong quy khach thanh todn bang tién mat cling dwoc a.”

Vay nhung, vi khdch nam véan 1ic dau.

“Tbdi khong c6 thé thanh todn nén méi phai tra bang tién mit d6. T6i dua
cau 2 van yén dwoc khong, du sao tién phong cling tam d6 ma.”

A

O, khong biét c4u 1€ tAn m&i ndy s& xt tri thé nao ddy. Naomi vira dirng
bén canh nghe ho trao ddi, vira nghi. C6 dodn ciip d6i nay chic chi dinh tiéu
3 van yén cho dém nay. C6 thd’y dé xud't ven ca ddi dwong cua vi khach
nam xem ra ciing on.

“T6i hi€u r'di a,” nhan vién 1€ tAn m&i néi nhu th€ da quyét tAm, doan
ti€p, “Vay tién dit coc sé 1a 2 van yén a.”



DPing lic @6, Naomi dirng bén canh chém vao, “Khong c¢an dau a, thwra
quy khach. Quy khach khdng can phai dit coc dau a.”

Vi khiach nam mit bdi rdi, nhin hét Naomi dén ciu 18 tin mdi.

“Khong can dat coc cling dworc a?”

“Vang, khong c¢an a. N&u ctt phai lo 1ing chuyén tién nong, #n ciing s&
khong dwoc ngon. Quy khach cr an tim tdn hwdng budi t6i & Osaka di a.
Trong treong hop tién phong bi thi€u, ching t6i s€ giri yéu cau thanh toan
sau, quy khach chi can chuyén khoén la dwoc a.”

“Oi... dwore the thi t6t qua. Nhung that 1a khong sao a?”

“Vang, chung toi tin quy khach a.”

Vi khach nam trgn tron mét kinh ngac.

Naomi d4nh mét ra hiéu v&i cdu 18 tin méi. Y bdo cdu ta hiy mau dwa
thé khoa phong cho khéch.

“Quy khach tro & khach san cua ching tdi nhan dip ky niém gi d6 ding
khong a?” Naomi nhin doi1 trai gai.

“A, vang.” Vi khach nam cudi ngrong ngiing. “Hém nay 12 ky niém
ngay cwdi cia ching toi.”

“Chic mwng quy khach a. Chiic quy khach s€ ¢6 mot budi t&i that tuyét
voia.”

“Cam on ¢0,” déi nam ntr cing dong thanh.

CAu 1€ tAn mdi cai hai chiéc thé vao bao gid'y, dit trede mit vi khach
nam.

“Phong ctia quy khéch 1a phong 1608 & ting 16 a.” R0i c4u ta vy nhan
vién hanh 1y dang cho’ & gan d6 lai, dwa thé chia khéa cho nhan vién no.
“Vay quy khach tir ttr nghi ngoi a” cdu 1€ tan néi, doan lich sy cdi dau, nhin
d6i nam ntr di khua't. Naomi dirng bén canh ciing cii dau xudng.

Vi khach nam m&i ndy mat con hdm hidm kho chju gior da twoi tinh mim
cwoi. Co gai dang khodc tay anh ta nom ciling vui vé hon han.



Dén khi hai ngwoi ho di khuat, cau 18 tin m&i hdi Naomi, “Tai sao chi
lai bi€t ho dé€n day nhan dip ky niém th& a?”

“Tw cach phat Am chia vi khach &y th6i. Cau cho t6i xem phi&u thdng tin
chut dueoc khong?”

Dia chi dwore viét trén to phi€u l1a & tinh Nara.

“Qua nhién nguwoi nay xua't than tr ving Kansai. Te Nara dén diy di tau
chic cling c& mot tiéng nhi. Binh thuong, néu khong cé gi dic biét chic
chiing ai bd tin ma’y van yén ra d& thué phong mot khach san & Osaka ca.
Nhwng ho thi khac. Ciing ¢6 the’ ho mudn tht dich vu ciia m6t khach san
m&i khai treong, nhung diéu dang néi diy 1a ho lai dédt phong ding hém &.
Thanh thix t6i m&i dodn, phai chang ho ¢6 viéc gi d6 budc phai lam vao
ngay hdm nay chir khong phai mai hay ngay kia? Tirc 1a hom nay 1a mot
ngay trong dai, phai t6 chirc gi d6, nhung hin 12 vi khdch nam kia da quén
ma’t. VAy nén vi khich 4y m&i cudng cudng di dit phong... Um, toi da suy
luan vay day.”

Cau 1€ tan linh m&i tron xoe mét 1én.

“0, ra 1a vdy. Nghe chi néi méi tha’y ding 13 thé that a. Ma tinh hudng
d6 qua chi ¢6 th€' 1a ngay sinh nhat hodc ky niém ngay cudi.”

“Néu 12 sinh nhat chic ho sé& thién vé ting qua hon. T6i thi di dodn 1a k¥
niém ngdy cudi. Vi tdi d€y tha’y vi khdch nit deo hai chiéc nhin trén ngén
ap ut.”

“Nhin cwdi va nhin dinh hon.”

“Um,” Naomi gat dau that manh.

“Chi Yamagishi quan sat ky that da’y a.”

“Thinh thoang t6i vAn bi nhic nhé vi tdi ¢t nhin chim chim khdch daYy.
Hinh nhw cdu da nghi ho 1a ‘thuyén tredng’ a?”

Thuyén trwéng 1a te chi nhirng vi khéach ty y bd di, khong lam tha tuc tra
phong va ta't nhién 1a quyt ludn cd tién phong.

“Em nghi chic khong phai treong hop d6 nhung dit phong diing hom &
ma con dinh khong dit coc thi e 1a ¢6 van dé€. Thé nén mai tinh d€ ho dit
coc 2 van yén.”



Naomi thd ra moét hoi, lac dau.

“Ky niém ngay cwdi, dwa vo di choi phd ma lai chi ¢6 von ven 1 van
yén trong vi thi budn 1&m d&y. D4u cho tir dau ho ciing khong dinh tiéu
hon s6 tién &y chang nira. M6t khi da tin khach thi phai tin tuyét d6i. Chi
dwng ki€u ntra voi nhw vay.” Naomi ddanh nhe mu ban tay minh vao eo ciu
1€ tan linh ma&i.

CAau ta rut co'lai dap, “Vang a.”

Khach san Cortesia Osaka khai treong da dwgrc gan mot thang nay.
Nhan vién khdch san ciing d3 d4n quen v&i cong viec. Cir da nay chic tAm
cudi nam la minh quay lai Tokyo dworc r'oi, Naomi ty dong vién ban than.

Khoang mét thang truedrc khi Cortesia Osaka khai trwong, Fujiki, tong
quan 1y cua Cortesia Tokyo da tric ti€p ra chi thi yéu cau cd xudng dwdi
nay hd tro.

“Khéach san dudi d6 tuy da tién hanh dao tao nhan vién can than tw
trede, song ho cling tir nhan 13 kinh nghiém ctia mdi ¢4 nhan van chua
dwoc day dan 1dm. Thanh thit cdc chi nhdnh khdc déu phai gtti ngudi téi hd
tror. Panh phai nho ¢d xudng dé gidp ho cho t&i khi khach san di vao quy
dao vay.”

Hang ngay, Fujiki vAn thuwong gitip d& c6 rat nhiéu, nén Naomi chi con
cach git dau ddng y. Nhwng dén khi nghe cu th€ moi chuyén, c6 bdng thd’y
tam trang c6 phan ndng né€. B&i ¢6 s€ phai dao tao nghiép vu cho nhan vién
md&i chir khong chi hd trgr don thuan.

“T6i khong gidi chuyén mon dao tao dau a. Ma khong, phéi néi th?:ing
ludn la ra't kém.”

“La that dd’y. Sao ca treéng bd phan bu'dng phong 14n quan 1y nhan vién
1€ tAn déu khong néi vai t6i nhwr thé nhi. Toi chi nghe ho bao co dua loi
khuyén cho hau bdi vo cing chinh xdc, dé hi€u va khong bao gio' td ra dé
dii ca. Du rang d6i khi c6 ph#an hoi nghiém khic qud.”

Naomi cdm twdng nhw vi s€p ndy vira danh tring vao ndi dau ctia minh
vay.



“Tdi khdng cd ¥ nghiém khic dau a. Nhung khong hi€u sao cir bujt
miéng néi ra ma’y loi khé nghe. Thanh thir nhin chung moi ngwoi chang
maYy ai wa toi cad.”

Hahaha, Fujiki thich thd cwoi pha 1€n.

“Pao tao thi thwong 1a vy ma. Nhung théi, thinh thoang c6 cor hdi dwoe
lam viéc & nhirng moi treong méi cling 1a mot diéu t6t. CO cr coi nhw day
12 co hoi d€ ban than hoc hdi thém ma c& ging ma’y thang vy nhé.”

Fujiki chg'lng c6 vé gi la sé thay doi y ki€n cd. Naomi danh chdp nhén,
d4p ngén gon, “Vang a.”

Nhwng sau nhiéu viéc, gio thi ¢6 lai nghi, that may vi minh da t&i day.
Khéch ¢ day tuy ciing d&n tor moi mién da't nwdc song Naomi cam tha’y ho
hoi khac so v&i nhung vi khach toi Tokyo. Phai chdng vi nhirng diéu ma ho
ky vong & Osaka ciing khac nhi, Naomi doan dinh. Thi du, nhitng ngwoi
sdng & tinh 1&, mot khi 1én Tokyo, ho s€ lu6n mang trong minh cam giac
ganh dua mudn thach thirc véi khu viee trung tdm ca nwdc? Thé nhwng, ¢6
khong hé cdm nhén thd’y diéu d6 & nhirng vi khach t&i Osaka. Ma ngwoc
lai, ho tim ki&m mot thir gi d6 gan giii, than thude & noi day. Va dién hinh
cho diéu &Yy la cau hdi c6 da dwgrc nghe ra't nhiéu Ian tw khi toi day, “Co
the’ chi cho t6i may quan an ngon ngon & day dwoc khong?” Khong phai
nhtrng nha hang cao cap ma dai d€'la nhirng quan ban takoyaki,
okonomiyaki hay mi udon. Py chinh la twong trieng cho nhirng di€éu ma
nhung vi khach xa la kia mong cho’ & Osaka nay sao? Ciing nho’ 6 ma chi
sau mot tuAn Naomi di ndm long hét nhitng quan in nhw the’ & quanh day.

Trong lic Naomi dang mién man nghi ngoi, thi mét vi khach ni di téi.
Ngwoi nay van mot chiéc 4o len xam sat nach cing moét chi€c quéan denim
bé lam t6n 1€n d6i chan thon nhd. Téc dai hoi qua vai, va sau lung 1a mot
chi&c ba 16 laptop to. Naomi dng chwng vi khach c& tudi bam nhwng nét
diém tinh todt ra tao cdm gidc gia ddn hon mot chiit. Nhwng diu sao, phai
cong nhan cb &y ra't dep. Anh nhin tir cdp mét den 14y mang mot vé théan bi
dang kinh ngac.

Naomi thao tdc mdy dau cudi, li&c nhanh khip man hinh, tim ra mot céi
t€n c6 vé teong thich.



“Quy khach s€ tro lai mot dém & khach san ctia ching toi, phong
executive double ding khong a?”

“Ping vay,” vi khach nt tra loi.
“Vay phién quy khach dién thong tin vao day gidp t6i a.” Nhw thuwong
1€, Naomi dwa phi€u thong tin va bt cho vi khéach nu.

Piing lic d6 ¢6 ngri thd'y mot 1an hwong v6 cung ngot, nhung khong hé
giy kho chiu. Mui hwong ngot va thanh lich nhw h'dng tra.

“C6 chuyén gi sao?” Chung nhw thd'y Naomi dt nhién ba't dong, vi
khach nwr ca't ti€ng hdi.

“A khong, khong c6 gi ddu a. Tai quy khach tda ra mot mii ra't thom
thoi a. Co phai 1a hwong... hoa h'ong khong a?”

Vi khach nir td ra niém né hon han. “Vang, ding 1a hoa hong. C6 thay
mui hoi ndng qua a?”
“Khong ¢6 chuyén d6 dau a. Toi xin 16i a.”

Vi khach nir dién xong thong tin, Naomi m&i dwa thé khéa phong ra. Co
toan goi nhan vién hanh 1y lai nhwng vi khach nt tir choi, r'oi di thealng to
sanh thang mdy. C6 1€ ngwoi nay thwong xuyén téi nhirng khach san thé’
nay chang?

Sau d6 khach Tan lwot téi lam thd tuc nhan phong. Lwong khach déng
toi mirc Naomi thdm nghi, xem nhw Cortesia Osaka thanh cong r'6i con gi.
Thé& nhung, tuyét doi khong dwoc xao 1ang. Van con mot s6 phong trong.
M&i khai trirong nén ¢ mudn dau ngay thwong ciing phai dat dwoc muc
ti€u gan hét phong.

Budi hop ngay mai chic s& chdn 14m dy, Naomi nghi bung. Tdng quan
1y m&i nhdm chirc cia khach san nay la nguwoi tran tré khi thé’, lai thém lic
nao ciing hirng hyc tinh thian thé thao. P&n mirc, vira hom triedre chi vi
phién ndo veé viéc tang thanh tich cho khach san, ma m&i sang ra ngwoi nay
da bat nhan vién ctia minh phai ho mot khau hiéu vo ciing ky quic. Trong
khi Naomi thi chi nom n&p lo khdch s€ nghe thay. Cir nghi dén viéc khdng
khéo s& lai bj bt ho hodn 1én nhw thé nita 12 c6 chi mudn tron khoi day.



Hom sau, Naomi di lam ldic 8 gior sdng. Vi giao ca gitra ca dém va ca ngay
s& dién ra vao lic 9 gio.

Giao ca xong, c6 di ra quay 1 tan. Chi 14t sau, mot ngwoi dan 6ng ti€n
lai quay. C dodn ngudi nay chic tam tudi tk tuan. B ngoai c¢6 the coi 1
dé nhin, di ctt chi c6 phan clrng nhic so v&i tudi. Anh ta trong trf thic,
nhwng khong phai chi vi cap kinh. B0 rau ctia vi khach nay méng va hinh
nhw khong dwoc cao thwong xuyén, nhung nom khong hé ludm thuém.

“Quy khach tra phong a?”

“Vang, phién ¢d.” Vi khach nam dit thé khéa 1€n mat quay.

Naomi thao tdc mdy dau cuoi, bat dAu tinh tién. Vi khéch nay ¢6 goi
dich vu phong, st dung dich vu quay bar, va yéu cau tinh vao tién phong.

Naomi in bang k& chi ti€t, dwa cho khach xem. Anh ta chi li€c mdt céi
roi gat dau.

Vi khach nam thanh toan bﬁng thé. Naomi dut bang ké phian thanh toan
thé va héa don vao phong bi, dwa lai khach. “Cam on quy khach da s
dung dich vu ctua khach san ching t6i. Ra't mong lai dwgc don ti€p quy
khach trong nhirng Tén t&i a.”

“Cam on ¢6,” n6i doan ngwoi dan 6ng quay lung di. Anh ta viea di vira
m¢ cdp, toan nhét chi€c phong bi Naomi dwa cho vao trong. Nhwng b6ng
ngwdi nay ding chan, quay lai quiay 1€ tin, trrng ra mdt nu cwdi 4i ngai.

“C6 chuyén gi vay a?”

“A khong, t6i I 14n qud, lai di nhét thi nay vao trong cip.” N6i doan
anh ta chia ra mot chiétc khin tring ctia khach san. “Chéc ldc x&p d'6 vao
trong tui t61 vo' nham, co ca't lai vao phong giup t61 dwgc khong?”

“A vang, duoc chit a.” Naomi nhan 14y chiéc khin con hoi 4m. “Quy
khach c6 hai long v&i dich vu caa khach san ching téi khéng a?”

“Cé chtr. Dich vu t6t 18m.” Ngwdi dan ong nhe ring cudi, gat dau nhw
de thuyét phuc chinh minh. “T6i & ¢6 mot dém thdi nhung ding la da thanh
ky niém dang nho.”

“DPuorc vay thi tot qua. Mong quy khdach I'an sau lai chi€u c6 a.”



“T6i phai n6i cau d6 méi ding.”
Naomi dang nhin theo vi khach nam roi di thi thdy mét phu nir di ra tw

sanh thang mdy. Chinh la vi khach nr xtrc nwé'c hoa hwong hoa h'ong hom
qua c6 da lam thd tuc nhan phong. Han 1a ngwoi nay cling xudng trd phong.

Khach dén day qua la mudn hinh van trang, Naomi lai nghi. Va nhirng
ngwoi nay déu dang deo mat na. Vay nén nhéan vién khach san tuyét doi
khong duoc phép thdo nhirng chi€c mat na do ra.



lli ctia phong khoa hoc day ma, ngay khoanh khic budc chin vao toa

nha, Nitta Kosukei da nghi vay. Nhirng ky ¢ ttr thoi hoc cdp mot
sdng lai trong anh ngay tirc thi. H6i &%, c¢6 I'dn anh da thiyc nghiém ma bac
cho dong 5 yén. Va gido vién da dan anh khong dwoc ndi chuyén thyc
nghiém d6 v&i ba't ky ai. Vi nghe dau gia cong tién xu 1a mo6t hoat dong phi
phap. Ay vay ma, khi biét diéu d6, anh lai cang hao hitng. P'ong 5 yén
duorc ma, thoat nhin chfmg khac dong 50 yén. Dung né d€ mua d6 khong
biét c6 bj 16 khong nhi? Lidu c¢6 qua mit duwoc mot ba 130 mét kém nao d6
khong? Chi can twdng twong vay thodi, anh da tha'y hirng khéi 14m r'oi.

Anh cheamg nhd h'di d6 minh ¢6 diing dong 5 yén &y khéng. Nhwng lai
nh¢ rd't rd Ian thye nghiém d6, va chiang vi anh bié€t da’'y 1a mét hanh vi phi
phap? Thwong thi ai cling vy, s€ it nhi€u thdy hung phadn v&i nhirng viéce
lam trdi quy dinh. Cam gidc tdi 16i va khodi cdm 12 hai mit cia mot to gidy.

Hién tredng nim trén tang 2 cia toa nha. Nitta va vi dong nghiép da di
xe cung anh t&i diy leo ciu thang 1€n tang 2. Gitra dwong, ho dung mét v&i
vai gidm dinh vién va diéu tra vién khéac. Thdy nhom Nitta deo phu hi€u
cta Phong canh sat s Mot nén chang ai d€ y t&i ho ca.

Mot canh ctra dang mé toang. Nitta thoang tha’y bong lwng cua vi canh
sat dan anh Motomiya. C6 vé anh ta da t&i day tw tredee, “Tinh hinh sao r'oi
a?” Nitta cat giong hoi.

Motomiya quay dau lai, miéng méo xéch, mat may nhw ngwoi chét roi.
“Thi clu ctr vao ma xem.”



O’ ctra ra vao cua can phong c6 treo tAm bién dé chir PHONG GIA0 VIEN
kém thém dong NGuot PHU TRACH OKAJIMA TAKAO.

Nitta nhdom vao bén trong. Ciin phong khong rong 1am, va chi ¢é gia
sach, ban lam viéc, cung bd ban ghé’ti€p khach don gian. Trén ban cé dat
mot chi€c may tinh xach tay, va chung quanh dé 1a ca ndi sach cung tai li€u.

Thi th€ ndm s&p dwdi san nha. Nan nhan 12 nam gidi, mic 6 bdo hd
v&i chige quan dng rong, khong thit ca vat. Trong ngudi nay ciing c6 da c6
thit, song van thudc dang nho con. Kinh roi dwdi san.

“T6i lam cénh sat 1au r'6i ma hién treong ki€u nay thi Tan dau thay
dd’y.” Motomiya nhin 1€n gid sach. “Cai gi theé" nay, Moi quan hé giita khoa
hoc gdn két va kiéim sodt tinh chadt vat Iy chung, Nghién cibu cdu tao bé mdt
cua silicon ty l¢é phdn xq thap.La gi, Chzamg hi€u.”

“Nan nhan la giang vién dai hoc a?”

“Hinh nhw vay. Thu that, tdi chiu khdng hinh dung ra noi céi thé gidi
ctia ddm nha khoa hoc nay. Cau troi vu nay dung c6 phirc tap qua.”
Motomiya vira gai gai ¢an c0, vira nhéch miéng cuwoi.

Nitta lai nhin quanh phong mdt lwgt. Khong c¢6 dau hiéu ctia vu au da

N

nao.

Khong biét lic giy dn, hung thi ¢6 cdm gidc tdi 16i gi khong nhi, hay
chi ¢6 khodi cdm? Nhin xu6ng tad'm lwng da bi nhudém dé vi mau, Nitta ba't
giac nghi.

Mot ban chuyén an diéu tra dwoc thanh 1ap tai Phong Canh sat Nam
Hachioji. Khu6n vién khoa Khoa hoc ky thuét treong Pai hoc Taihou, noi
xdy ra vy an mang lan nay chi cach Phong Canh sat Nam Hachioji c6 maYy
phut di bd.

Hom nay, mung 5 thang Muwoi, lic 10 gior sang, canh sat da nhan dwoc
thong bdo vé vu an. Phong chi huy thong tin lién lac nhan dwoc dién thoai
bdo mot ngwoi thude khoa Khoa hoc ky thuit cta trrong nay da bj sat hai.
Ngay lap tirc, canh sat Phong Canh sat Nam Hachioji da toi d€ xdc nhan
hién treong.



Nan nhan l1a Okajima Takao, 52 tu0i, nam gi&i, giang vién khoa Khoa
hoc k¥ thuét treong Pai hoc Taihou. Nghe ndi tir hdm qua Okajima khong
hé xudt hién & treong. Phong gido vién, cling 1a phong riéng chuyén dung
cua anh ta khéa sudt. Nhwrng hom nay, khi thd’y xe cia Okajima dau trong
bai dd chia treong, tror gidng clia anh ta da dung chia khéa riéng d€ mé ctra
phong, va dén khi vao trong thi phat hién thay gido trong by dang hoan toan
bi€n doi.

Anh ta chét do bj chdn thwong bén ngoai. Hung thti @ dAm nan nhén tw
sau Iwng, hung khi xuyén ca vao tim. Du hung khi khong con & hién
trrong, song ¢6 1€ d6 1a mdt con dao nhon ¢6 lwdi dai khoang trén hai
muoi centimet. D6 dac trong phong khong h€ bi xdo tron nhwng chi€c vi
trong tdi 4o khodc da bién ma't. Canh sat phong doan hién treong gy an
chua chic da 1a & bén trong phong. Nhitng ngudi lién quan cho hay,
Okajima thwong chi mac @6 bao hd & trong phong nghién ctru. Trong khi
phong nghién ctru ndm ngay canh phong gido vién. Nhiéu kha ning hung
tha da di chuyén cai xac sau khi gay an.

Sau khi Phong canh sat dia phwong va S& Canh sat hop, diéu tra vién
dwoc chia thanh nhiéu nhém va ti€p tuc hop theo tirng nhém dé véi nhau.
Trwdng nhém cua Nitta khong ai khac chinh 1a Motomiya.

biém mat qua mot lwo't cac thanh vién trong nhém, Nitta khong khdi ba't
ngo'. Thé nao ma lai ¢6 ca diéu tra vién nit 14n vao diy. Chang nhitng the’,
Motomiya con 1énh cho anh va ngwoi d6 k&t hop thanh mot doi.

“Sao lai 1a em a?” Nitta hoi, miéng méo xéch di.

“Sao khong thé€'1a cau?” Motomiya hdi ngwore lai.

“Sao 12 sao a...” Nitta dang 14p bap, c6 kia da nhanh nhau chém vao,
“Mong anh gitip do' a.” Xem chirng hing héi 1dm day.

“Mong c6 gitip cho,” Nitta vira gai gai dau vua ddp lai.

Co ta tén Hozumi Risa, vdn thuoc Ban An sinh xa hoi. Nguwoi khong

duoc cao cho 1dm nhung tw thé chin chu, ddng vé khde manh. Mdi tdi m4
tron, mit hién lanh, dAm khong gidng canh sit 14m.

Mot khi chuyén dn diéu tra dwgc mé, trong treong ho'p phong canh sat
dia phrong neo nguwoi, thi ngwoi & nhirng ban khac sé dwoe diéu dong toi.



Vi néu chi ¢6 ngwoi & Ban Hinh sy khong thoi thi s€ thi€u nhan sy tram
trong. Vi nhu s& ching ¢6 gi la néu ngudi & Ban Giao thong ti hd tro 14
xe diéu tra. Ngay nhw Nitta cling da tirng hop tdc véi ngwoi & ban khac
song v&i phu nir thi day 1a Tan d4u tién.

Theo chi thi cia Motomiya, doi Nitta s€ phai di 18y lai 101 khai cha
ngwoi da phat hién ra t thi.

“Hay that day. bay la Tan dau ti€n t61 dwgre lam viéc trong mot chuyén
an diéu tra. Anh Nitta c ra chi thi that nhiéu vao nhé. Viéc gi t6i cling xin
lam hét.” Hozumi Risa han hoan dé nghi.

“T61 hieu roi.”
“Nhin thé& nay thoi chi téi tw tin v&i dd san chac cia cor thé minh lam

day. Nhw hom roi, to61 bi ddm xe dap ma chealng h€ hin gi trong khi do1
phuong lai bi thwong méi chét chir. Hahaha.”

“O, thé’ cor a.”

“Ma khong biét thdt pham vu dn Ian nay la nguoi thé nao nhi. Treong
dai hoc chang phdi cling 12 mdt noi kin cng cao twdng 1dm sao? Viy ma
tén hung thd nay lai ddm ra tay & d6, hin ciing 1féu da’y ch?”

“C6 néi phai.”
“Chéc hin phai han nan nhan 1dm. Hoic c6 mot dong cor kinh khiing nao
d6 khéc. Hirm, khong biét sy that 1a gi.”

Hozumi Risa néi nhanh, lai hoat ng6n. Trén sudt quang dwong di t&i
treong dai hoc, miéng co ta lic ndo ciing nhu dan bin lién thanh. Nitta 18y
lam phién vi cr phai dap lai.

“T6i n6i d€ cd biét tredre,” Nitta ding bude, chi vao chép mii Hozumi.
“Préu tra 12 viéc caa Ban Hinh sy chiing t6i. C6 chi hd trg’ thoi. Ma hd tro:
thi khong d&n lwot cd ra mét. Lic ¢an t6i s€ bdo. Con cho t&i lic d6, phién
cd yén lang di theo t6i va doii 1a dwgc. Yén lang Ay, ¢6 hi€u ch?”

Nitta con twdng cd ta s€ phoi ra by mat bj ton thwong, nhwng khong
ngo, ¢d ta chi gat dau that manh, gio' tay 1én hanh 1€, doan ddp, “Rd a.”

Nitta vira nghi bung, cd ¢6 hi€u that khong da’y, vira bwdc qua cong
trrong dai hoc.



Toa nha cé phong nghién ctru no da cdm ngwoi ra vao. Thanh thir Nitta
gap hai ngwoi da phat hién ra t thi trong mét can phong ti€p khach bén toa
nha ky thuét chinh. Mot ngwoi 1a Yamamoto, tror giang; con nguoi kia la
Suzuki, sinh vién.

“Ttec 1a cac cau gap anh Okajima Tan cudi vao khoang 6 gio’ t6i hom
kia, tirc ngay mung 3 thang Mwoi, ding khdong?” Sau khi nghe chuyén,
Nitta xac nhan lai.

“Vang, ding a,” hai ngwoi git dau.

Viy 1a, hom kia, ldc hai ngwoi ho ra vé thi Okajima van con dang &
trong phong nghién ctru.

“Hau nhw ngay nao thay cling lam viéc t&i tdn khuya. Pa rad't nhiéu Tan
ching t6i thd'y vd com hdp mua & ctra hang tién loii bi bd lai trong phong
nghién ctru khi ching tdi t&i vao sdng hom sau. Thdy van bdo v&i ching
toi, thay sdng c6 mdt minh nén vé so'm ciing chang d€’'lam gi.” Yamamoto
thém.

“Vay tirc 1a t6i hom mung 3, cac cau ciing khdng hdi lai xem anh
Okajima c6 v€ nha khong nhi?”

“Vang. Nhung ching toi van ty nghi ring thay di ve.”

“Va cac cau nghi 1a hdm qua anh Okajima khong di lam? Khong ai nhén
dwore thong bdo cia anh Okajima la s€ nghi phép a?”

“Thwong thi thay s€ bdo v&i toi néu thay nghi. Thay hi€'m khi nghi lam
14m.” Yamamoto chau may.

“Vay ma hai cau cting khong dinh goi cho thay minh a?”

“T6i ¢6 goi, nhung dién thoai khong két ndi dwoe. Giri tin nhin ciing
khong thd’y h'6i am. Can ban cling khong ¢6 viéc gi gap, thanh thi toi
khong co lién lac thém...”

Mait Yamamoto nhw hién 1€n dong chw, Sao t6i biét dworc thay ay lai bi
giét & phong bén canh thé chir.

“R'6i sdng nay cdc cau thd’y xe cua thay minh?”



“Toi da tha’y chi€c xe,” ngwoi trd 101 1a cdu thanh nién dang nho tho,
Suzuki. “Téi tinh co’ di ngang qua gan d6 nén da trong tha’y. Nghi bung sao
giong xe cua thady Okajima thé nhi, tdi bén lai gan nhin ky hon thi thay
bi€n s& xe qua nhién gidng hét.”

“HOm qua chié€c xe khong dau & d6 a?”

“To6i khong 16. Thwong thay &y s& d4u xe & bai dd bén canh phong
nghién ctru. Hom qua thi t6i khong thdy xe & dd’y. Nhung hom qua thay
khong t&i treong thanh thi t6i cling khong nghi ngei gi vE chuyén &y ca.”

“Ttec 12 sdng nay ciu thd’y xe dau & chd khdc moi khi ding khong? Anh
Okajima c6 ting ddu xe & d6 bao gio chwa?”

“T6i nghi 1a chwa. Thé nén thoat tién t6i da khong nghi dé 1a xe cta
thay.”

Vay la c6 th€ chiéc xe da dau & d6 to hdm triedre. Tén hung tha da di
chuyén chi€c xe chang?

Okajima d bj sat hai dém hom kia va cdi x4c van nim trong phong sudt
tw ldc &y. Suy ludn vdy nghe vé hop ly. Nhéan vién kham nghiém ti thi cho
rang nan nhan da ché&t khoang trén 24 ti€ng.

“HoOm kia anh Okajima c6 n6i gi khong? Ki€u nhw s€ gdp ai d6 hodc ai
d6 sé t&i phong nghién ctru chang han?”

Yamamoto va Suzuki nhin nhau, hong xac nhén ca hai chwa tirng nghe
t&i nhieng chuyén aYy.

“Thé binh thwong anh Okajima hay c6 khach dot ngot ghé tham
khong?”

“Ki€u khong hen trede &y a? Khong, chuyén nhw vy hdu nhw khong
¢6.” Yamamoto déap. “Lich trinh cda phong nghién ctru thwong rat ti mi,
khdch dot ngot t&i s& ra't phién nén chiing t6i ludn nhic moi ngwdi phai hen
tredre. V@i lai lic ching t6i roi khoi day cling da hon 6 gio tdi. Toi khong
nghi khach t&i mudn vy dau.”

“Rala vay.”

Nhung e 13 dd c6 ngudi t&i. Hin da thii sin hung khi va di t&i phong
nghién ctru.



“Ctra néo ¢ phong nghién ctru thi sao?”

“Chia khoa ctra ra vao thi chi c6 t6i va thay Okajima gitr.” Yamamoto
dap. “Con mot cai d€ & phong bao v€ nira. Ban ndy t6i ciing noi roi day,
hau nhw ngay nao thay &y cling nan lai t&i khuya nén viéc khéa cira tdi nho
thay hét. Sang thi ai d&€n so'm s€ mé nhwng thwong sé 1a tdéi. Hom qua cling
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vay.

“Sang hém qua ctra phong nghién ctru ciing khéa a?”
“Vang.”

Ho van chwa tim ra chi€c chia khéa ctia Okajima. C6 th€ tén hung thi da
mang di.

“Vay chi c6 ctra phong nghién ciru la trong tinh trang khéa trai thoéi ding
khong? Ctra ra vao toa nha c¢6 dwoc khéa khong?”

“Khong dau. Vi dém van c¢6 nguwoi di lai ma. O day nhréu nhém thyc
hanh théng dém 14m.”

“Tic c6 ngudi la 1én vao thi ciing chang ai nghi ngd 47"

“Vang. Vi trwong nhiéu phong nghién cttu 1m. Ngay ca tdi day ciing c6
kh6i ngwoi khong biét.”

“Moi nguwoi trong treong ¢ bi€t chuyén anh Okajima thwong xuyén vé
tré khong vay?”

“Cai d6 thi t6i cling khong rd,” Yamamoto nghiéng dau. “Nhirng ngwoi
cling 1am viéc v&i thay thi chic chén 1a biét con ngwdi & phong nghién ciru
khdc thi t6i khong nim dwoc. Nhi?”

Th&y Yamamoto tim sy dong tinh, Suzuki cling khé gt dau, chgng noi
ching ring.

“Gan day anh Okajima c6 gi khdc la khong? Bi vedng vao ric rdi hoic
bi goi dién lam phién chang han?”

Yamamoto ngoeo ¢0, hdi Suzuki & bén canh, “C6 chuyén gi khong nhi?”
“T6i cling khong bi€t ntra,” Suzuki to vé bdi rdi.

“T61 nghi khong c6 m&y chuyén nhu vay dau.” Yamamoto chot lai.



“Anh Okajima 12 nguoi thé ndo? C6 phai ki€u ngudi vi néng tinh ma dé
gdy g8 v&i nguoi khac hay m&i quan hé véi moi ngudi khdng duworc t6t 1dm
khong?”

Toém lai Nitta dang mudn hdi xem Okajima c6 ké thu nao d6 khong,
nhwng xem ra phan &ng ctia hai ngwoi nay khong dwoc nhanh nhay cho
1am.

“Khong hé, ding hon thay &y ¢6 phin hoi chdm chap, toi chwa ting
thay thy noi gidn bao gio.”

Suzuki ciing gat dau that manh tan thanh nhan xét cia Yamamoto.

“L4m liic d4m sinh vién bon tdi c6 hoi qud tré'n nhwng thiy cling chaamg
bao gior quat ming ca. Thiy 4y khong hing thd v&i chuyén clia nguoi
khéc.”

“Quan hé v&i phu nir thi sao? Hinh nhw anh Okajima van con doc than
nhwng chang 1€ cling khong c6 ban gai a?”

Nghe Nitta hdi vdy, Suzuki ngd ngira ra dang sau. “Thay Okajima 4?
Khong thé nao ¢6 chuyén d6 dwoec.”

“Chéng 1& Okajima chwa tirng hen hd véi phu nit bao gid?”

“Khong dau, chuyén dé...” Yamamoto nghiéng dau. “Chuyén d6 thi toi
chwa nghe bao gio. Theo t6i thd'y thi hinh nhw thay &y khong hirng thi gi
v&i viée d6. Pén dn udng thiay A7 ciing ching bao gid kén ¢4 chon canh.
Tém lai, thay 4y chi quan tAm t&i mdi cdi phong nghién ctru nay thoi.”

“Nghién ctru... a.” Nitta quet mi, nhin hai nghién ctru sinh tré tudi.
“Thé& cac cdu dang nghién ctru cai gi vay? T6i s€ rat 14y lam cam kich néu
hai ngudi c6 th€ gidi thich sao d6 d& mot ké ngoai dao nhw tdi cling nim
duoc phian nao.”

“N6i don gian thi ching toi nghién ctru vé chi't ban din.” Yamamoto
ddp. “Anh biét... chdt ban din 12 gi diing khong?”

“Um, cling dai khdi. Tht ding d€ sdn xu4't linh kién mdy méc nhi?”

“Priing vdy. Nghién ctru cia nhém thay Okajima 12 nhdm phat trién céc
vat liéu ban din mdi. Tinh hinh nghién ctru dang ti€n tri€n ra't thuan loi,
n&u né dwoc ng dung vao thie tién thi cac loai may dién thoai sé con



dwore san xud't dwdi dang nhd gon hon va lwgng tiéu hao dién niang cling sé
giam dang ke.”

“0, vay 12 mot phdt minh 1én dd’y ch. Ban ndy cAu m&i néi nhém thiay
nhi? Ttc 1a anh Okajima khong chi nghién ctru m6t minh a?”

“Mot minh nghién ctru sao ndi. Thay &y cling nghién ctru v&i mdt cdng
ty khac. Nhung vé co’ ban y twedng déu la thay nghi ra, phai ndi la thay
Okajima rat cw day.”

Yamamoto ciling ¢ nhdc t&i tén cong ty no nhwng v&i Nitta, d6 hoan
toan la mot cai tén xa la.

“Nguoi nhe vay ra di ddng 1a mot ma't mat khong hé nhd.”

“Vang. Khong biét ai ma lai nhin tAm vAy.” Yamamoto bu'dn rau chau
may lai.

“Thé& c6 ai ti€p quan cong trinh nghién ctru nay khong? Cau chang?”
“T6i lam gi du sie. La thay Nanbara.”
“Thay Nanbara?”

“MOot gido sw dy bi. Thiay Ay cling tham gia nghién ctru cling thay
Okajima.”

“Vi &y hién c6 dang ¢& treong khong?”

“Thay &y di Kyoto tor hdm qua d€ tham gia hoi thao r'6i a. T6i ¢6 thong
bdo vé vu an, thdy &y bao sé 1ap tirc vé Tokyo.”

Yamamoto cho hay vi gido sw dy bi d6 tén la Nanbara Sadayuki.

Sau khi xac nhén lai hanh tung cia Yamamoto va Suzuki ttr ngay hom
kia @€ tranh bo sot thong tin, Nitta d€ hai ngwoi ho ra ve.

“Piing 14 canh sit cia doi diéu tra hinh s ¢6 khac. Dit cAu hdi cit ting
tdng. Tdi that si ngwdng mo da’y.” Hozumi Risa sdng h&t ci mét 1én.

“Ma2’y ciu héi binh thwong thoéi ma. Cling chzalng thu hoach duorc gi
nhiéu.”

“Vay sao? To6i thd’y cling nhin r6 tinh cha't vu an hon da’y chi.”



Nitta nhin ngwoi cong sy ntv. “Tinh cha't? Tinh cha't thé nao co?”

“Thi anh Okajima d6 khong quan tdm t&i thir gi khac ngoai viéc nghién
clru nay. R6i ciing khong giip ric rdi gi trong cdc quan hé v&i ngudi khéc.
Tém lai ddy khong phai 1a hanh vi gdy 4n vi thi han. Quan hé nam ni ciing
khong, suy ra khong phai do han tinh. Pa vay thi chi con lai muc dich tién
bac.”

“Ai ma lai dwgrc huwdng loi nho giét mét gido sw dai hoc co chir?”

“Anh khong nghe chuyén trong cudc hop di€u tra a? Tén thu pham da
cwdp vi tién cta nan nhan day.”

“Gi co?” Nitta nhin thang vao khuén mét tron xoe cia Hozumi Risa.
“C6 dang ndi hung thi giét ngwoi chi d€ cwdp vi tién a? Chi d€ chdm cdi vi
ma han phai dot nhap vao mdt noi nhw thé?”

“Trom cép thi di nhién 12 phai c6 tinh dot nhap chit sao.”

“C06 dang no1 that long dd’y a?”

“Pwong nhién. C6 van dé gi sao?” Hozumi néi, vé day tu tin. Xem
chung c6 ta khong phai dang gion choi.

“T6i hi€u roi. Dng & diy thoi. Phong nghién ctru cua Okajima, tinh ca
sinh vién va nghién ctru sinh con ¢6 b6n ngwoi khac nira. Ching ta phai hdi
chuyén ca nhirng nguoi d6. Co goi ho lai gitip tdi nhé.”

“R0,” sau khi trd 101 ddy hao hirng, Hozumi Risa rovi khdi phong. Nhin
canh ctra bi sip lai danh uynh, Nitta chi bi€t tho dai.

Nitta [an Iwo't hdi chuyén bon sinh vién cia Okajima, tuy nhién ndi dung
ma ho cung cadp ciing khong khac biét gi 1on so v&i cau chuyén clia
Yamamoto. Mot nha khoa hoc wu ti nhung doi song thi khong cé gi n6i
bat, &n teong chung cua ta't cd bon ho vé Okajima déu la vay.

“0, d& thwong qua,” Hozumi Risa thot 1én khi ngwoi cudi cling roi khoi.
“Gidi tré tAm d6i muroi bay gio’ phoi phdi nhi. Thoi bon t6i & cdi tudi day
khong dwore tré trung nhw vay dau. Chi tro chuyén cung nhau trong mdt cian
phong thé nay ma da c6 cam gidc dwoc ti€p thém bao nhiéu nang lwong
tudi tré. Xem ra dwore 1di mdy bay cling ¢6 céi hay dd'y chi.”

Nitta chdn nan ng6 khudén mat nghiéng cta c6 nang.



“Xem ra c6 van thoai mai qud nhi. Trong khi t0i dang birc bach vi chwa
thu dwg'c manh mdi gi.”

“O hay, thi toi di bao 12 cudp clia giét ngwdi roi ma lai. Ba vy thi lam
sao tim dwgc bang chirng tr nhirng nguwoi 1lién quan kia chi.”
Nitta khong dap lai, chi im ling ding 1én.

Trwdce khi roi khoi treong, Nitta tdi gdp Yamamoto mot Tan niva d€ cam
on ciu ta da hop tac diéu tra. Sau d6 Yamamoto con tién Nitta xudng tan
fang 1 cua toa ky thuat.

“Néu nh¢ ra dwge diéu gi, du rat nhd thoéi cling dwore, phién ciu lién lac
voi tdi nhé.”

“T6i hi€u r'oi a. Toi sé nhic cd moi ngudi nira. A, ¢6 chuyén nay...” mit
Yamamoto trong cé vé hoi kho xt. “Ban nay ¢é Suzuki khong tié€n néi
nhung ¢6 chuyén nay tdi nghi nén d€ anh bi€t thi hon.”

“Chuyén gi vay?” Nitta ha giong.
“That ra 1a chuyén vé thay Nanbara.”
“Y ciu 1a vi gido sw dy bi kia ha?”
“Vang,” Yamamoto gat dau.

bing ldc do, ti phia sau Nitta vong lai ti€ng nguoi goi, “Yamamoto!”
Anh quay dau lai thi thd'y mot nguoi dan 6ng mac com-1€ dang di vEé phia
ho. Nguwoi d6 tam ngoai 40, dang xach mot chiéc tdi du lich.

“A... em chao thay, thdy va't vd qua a.” Yamamoto 1&n giong chao, roi
quay sang thi tham vao tai Nitta, “Thay Nanbara day.”

“T6i tinh V€ sm hon cor, ma nhiéu chuyén lu bu qua. Nhwng ding 1a
chuyén xay ra dot ng6t qua.” Ngwoi dan 6ng cau may tién lai gan, nhin vé
phia Nitta, “Xin 161, anh day 1a?”

“Ho la canh sat, dén d€ diéu tra vé vu an a.”

“A, th& a. Moi ngudi va't va qua.” Nguoi dan dng tho tay vao trong 4o
com-l&, 18y ra tir danh thi€p c6 in chirc vi gido sw dw bi va tén Nanbara
Sadayuki.



Nitta gio phu hiéu canh sat, r'oi tw gidi thiéu.
“Hinh nhw anh m&i di Kyoto tham gia hoéi thao khoa hoc gi d6 a?”

Nghe Nitta héi vy, Nanbara gat dau. “Vang. Ping ra theo lich thi mai
t0i m&i Ve co.”

“Thé& a. Chic anh vAn con mét nhuirng toi ¢ thé xin anh chiit thdi gian
dwgc khong? Téi hoi chiit chuyén nay thoi, s€ khong mat nhiéu thoi gian
dau.”

Nanbara gat dau dap, “T4at nhién la dwoc chix.”

Nitta li€c mdt vé phia Yamamoto, sau khi 4&nh madt ho cham nhau, ciu ta
cui gam xudng, vé tw ly.

Ho quay lai phong ti€p khach ban ndy de ti€p tuc cudc tro chuyén.
Nhwng sau khi ddt ma’y cau héi, Nitta nhén ra cling khong c6 gi khac biét
ca. Anh ta khong ¢c6 manh mdi gi vé vu an, hai ngwoi cling chging co xich
mich gi. Cong thém ngoai cong viéc, ho khéng giao lwu v&i nhau nén
Nanbara hau nhwr khong nim dwoe gi vé doi tw ctia Okajima ca.

Tuy nhién anh ta ¢c6 mdt nhan xét vé Okajima hoi khéac so v&i nhirng
nguwoi con lai. Theo Nanbara, Okajima khong phai 1a mot nha nghién ctru
tai ba.

“Tat nhién thay &y 1a mot ngwoi ra't nghiém tdc va cham chi. Thay
Okajima la nguoi lam viéc theo ki€u thu thap nhiéu ngudn di liéu d€
chirng minh gia thuyé&t ctia minh. Nhw vay dau th€ goi la gidi dwoc. Thay
&y con bi cdi tinh than trong thai qua. Thay &y s€ khdng bao gio’ vui mung
tred'c nhirng phat ki€n sang tao hay nhirng logic viro't bac ca. Chinh t6i day
cting bi thay &y phan nan sudt. ‘Ciu Nanbara luc nao ciing dé xud't may
th nhw & trong mo’ &y, cir mo* mong thé&” thi lam sao ma nghién ctru dwege.’
Thay &y ndi t6i vay dd’y. Toi thi lai nghi, khong duoi theo gidc mo thi lam
sa0 m¢ ra nhieng con dwong moi.”

“C6 khi nao hai ngwoi xich mich vi ba't dong y ki€n khdng a?” Nanbara
xua tay that manh treedrc mit.

“N6i xich mich thi hoi sai quan di€m. Nhirng Iic nhw vay ching toi sé
tranh ludn. DAy m&i 1a thdi do ding cia nguoi lam nghién ciru. R6i tw d6



s€ nay sinh nhirng bwdc ti€n m&i. Anh da nghe chuyén ching t6i dang phat
tri€n nguyén liéu méi chwa?”

“Nguyén liéu ban dan ding khong a. Anh Okajima 14 ngw¢i nghi ra y
teong co ban a?”’

Nghe vdy, Nanbara 14p ttrc nhiin miit, 1ic dau.

“R&t nhiéu nguoi nghi vdy, nhung thye t€ thi lai hoi khac. Nguwoi dau
tién dwa ra y twdng 1a t6i. Toi con c6 bang siang ché cho ¥ twdng d6 nita
kia. Khi &y thay Okajima khong may hao hirng v&i né. Nhung sau diy
chiing t6i tranh luan qua lai va r'oi mot y twdng khac dwoe ndy sinh. Vay
twdng d6 thi lai lién quan t&i phat minh Tan nay. Du thye chi't y twdng cta
thdy 4y cling chi 1a cdi bién tw y twdng cla t6i. Nhwng diu sao nhor vy ma
viéc nghién ctru m&i tién trién thudn loi nén i ciing ching thira 161 lam
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gi.

Y ngwdi nay 12 anh ta ton trong chd ding cia Okajima & trong truedng.

“Gidi nghién ciru cac anh ciing nhiéu chuyén phirc tap qua nhi.”

“Chuyén dinh t&i con ngwoi ¢6 lic nao don gian dau,” Nanbara né mot
nu cwoi nhat.

“Viéc nghién ctru liéu ¢6 bi dinh tré vi thi€u thdy Okajima khong a?”

“Cling may ching t6i ludn trao doi thong tin nén khong phai lo chuyén
dé6. Vi tredre d6 chung t6i da tinh d€n chuyén thay doi phwong cham. Von
di, viéc ing dung sau day sé do tdi phu trach.” Nanbara néi giong day tuw
tin.

“Thé a. Nghe chirng c6 vé vt va, anh ¢6 1én nhé.”

“Khong sao. Ty minh néi ra thi hoi ngai nhwng kha nang thyc hanh cta
t6i ctr 14m d6.” Nanbara hoi won nguc 1én.

“Vay thi may qud. T6i hi€u roi. Cudi cung, cho tdi hoi thém viéc nay
ntra thoi. Cau nay toi cling da hdi qua ta't cd nhitng nguoi ¢6 lién quan roi
nén anh dwng 18’y d6 lam khé chiu nhé.”

Nitta n6i dé€n day thi Nanbara gt 18’y gt d€, y ching da hi€u van dé.



“Bing chitng ngoai pham diing khong? Téi chang khé chju gi dau.
Chuyén nay la dvong nhién ma.”

“Xin 16i anh.”

“Ban ndy tdi cling n6i roi day. Hom qua t6i & Kyoto. T6i dé€n hoi
trrong dién ra hdi thao vao khoang 11 gior trira. Sau khi nghe xong mot bai
phat bi€u, tdi dung bira trera & nha hang bén trong hoi treong, r'éi budi
chiéu nghe thém ma’y bai phat bi€u nira. Buoi tdi tdi an udng cing ma'y
thay gido dai hoc quen bi€t. An xong ching tdi ng'6i udng v&i nhau trong
mot ciu lac bd & Gion, r'6i vEé lai khach san th6i.” Thuét lai trom tru mot
h'6i, Nanbara 16i cudn s0 tay ra, cung cap ca tén hoi treong dai hodi, may
giang vién no cung danh thi€p cta khéch san.

“Vay thoi,” n6i doan anh ta gd'p cudn so tay lai.

Li€c thd'y Hozumi da ghi lai ndi dung Nanbara vwra khai bao, Nitta 1én
ti€ng cam on.

“T6i da ndm dworc nhitng hoat dong ctia anh ngay hom qua réi a. C6 thé
phién anh cho t6i bi€t thém ngay hom kia anh da lam nhtrng gi dwo'c khdng
a?”

Nghe xong Nanbara trom tron mét 1én ngac nhién. “Ngay hom kia...
sao?”

“Vang. Anh di Kyoto tr hom kia ding khong a?”

“A, vang. Nhung tai sao cht:?”

“Sao gicoa?”’

“A khong, tai t6i dang nghi chuyén hom kia thi ¢6 lién quan gi dau.”

“Khong lién quan? Tai sao anh lai nghi vay?”

“A thi thay Okajima bj giét hém qua ma.”

“Khong dau, cdi d6 ciing chwra chic. Moi ngudi nhin tha'y thay 4y Tan
cudi la vao t61 hdm kia. Nén ciling khong th€ loai trir kha nang thay
Okajima da bi sat hai vao dém hom kia.”

“A... th¢"sao.” Mt Nanbara bdt dau dao loan xa.



“Trwa ngay hom kia anh cling tham gia hdi thao nhi? Vay sau d6 thi sao?
Tw sau 6 gio’ t6i thoi cling dwore.”

“Ngay hdm do6 thi... vm...” Nitta cAm nhan dwgc anh ta nudt nwde bot.
“Sau khi hoi thao két thdc, t61 an com mdt minh roi vEé khach san thoi.”

“Chi ¢c6 mot minh anh thoi a?”

“Vang, minh t6i théi. Hom &Yy t6i hoi mét né€n chi mudn nghi ngoi
so'm.”

“Anh ¢6 goi dién cho ai ti dién thoai trong phong khach san hodc ¢6 ai
dé6 goi t&i phong anh khong?”

“Cai d6 thi khong.” Nanbara nhan mat, vé kho sé. Nitta thé ra mot hoi,
khoanh tay lai. “Toi s€ ra't 18y lam bi€t oon n€u anh dwa ra dwgc bang
chirng ndo d6 chirng minh t61 hom kia anh van & Kyoto.”

“Toi cling biét vay, nhwng...” Nanbara nhan hét ca hai ma lai, nhin
Nitta. ““To1 nghi thady Okajima bi gi€t vao ngay hom qua.”

“Tai sao?”

“Chi 1a cdm gidc cua toi thoi. Khong phai viéc d6 chi can gidi phau t
thi thi s€ xac minh dwoc sao?”

“A vang, tat nhién. Chic ciing Chéng ma’y ma c6 két qua giai phiu, va
s€ gidi han dwoc thoi gian hung thd giy an. Nhung t6i ciing khdéng mudn
phién moi ngwoi nhiéu nén m&i tha't 18 hdi mot T'an cho xong. Mong anh
hiéu cho.”

“Pung la viy. Nhwng t6i cling chi ¢6 th€ trd 101 anh nhw vy thoi.”

“Tbi hiéu ro6i. That ra, thong thwong ciing it ngwdi cé bing chitng ngoai
pham r& rang 1dm. Nhuw vy cling dwoe roi a. RAt cdm on anh di hop tc.”

Sau d6 ba ngwoi cing roi khoi phong ti€p khach. Nitta hdi Nanbara sau
day dinh lam gi, anh ta dap s€ toi gdp ngwoi cua cong ty dang hop tac
nghién ctru.

“Anh Okajima vira m&i ma't ma moi ngwoi da ban chuyén cong viée roi
a?”



“Chinh vi chuyé&n dot ngdt nén chiing tdi budc phai lam vay. Ban nay t6i
cling trinh bay roéi da’y, ching tdi phai thay doi phwong cham.”

“Chuyén sang k& hoach hanh dong a?”

“Pung vay. T6i xin phép nhé,” néi doan Nanbara cit budc bang qua
hanh lang.

Nhin theo béng lwng anh ta, Hozumi Risa nhd nhe cam than, “Nguwoi
dau ma tuyét voi thé!”

“Tuyét vori? Anh Nanbara d6 sao?”

“Vang. Day chinh 1a sy quyén rii ciia dan 6ng trung nién ma ngwoi doi
van thwong ca tung chi gi nira. DU ¢6 hoi nhiéu tudi nhwng van khong hé
tda ra thr mui ‘may 6ng chi.” Téi xin cd v&i anh, ngwoi nay chac chan
dworc cac chi em san don lam.”

Nitta lai nhin khuon mat co ta that lung. “Co lic nao cting theé nay a?”

“The nay la thé nao a?”

“Tré khong tha gia khong thwong! Y t6i 1 ¢d cit tha'y dan 6ng 1a hén
1&€n th&"ha?”

“Khong phai lic nao ciling vay dau. Chi nhitng ngueoi dwee thdi chir.”
Hozumi Risa dép lai, vé nghiém tic, roi thém, “Lic gap anh Nitta, tdi c6
noi gi dau.”

“A, vang, ding that nhi. Xin 18i c6 nhé, t6i khong di quyé&h rii.”

“Ay khong, y t6i khong phai vay.”

“Thoi dwoee r'oi, ¢6 chi can di theo toi 1a di. Chuyén nay ding & day,
gior ¢6 quay lai phong di€u tra didc vu bdo cdo tinh hinh cho anh Motomiya
gidp to1 di da.”

“Anh Nitta di dau a?”

“Toi tat qua day mot 1at.”

“Qua dau co a? be'toi di cung anh?”

“Khong c¢an dau. Phai lam viéc sao cho hiéu qua nha't chix.”



Hozumi Risa phdng m4 1én vé gidn ddi. “Chuwa gi anh da b roi toi thé?”
“Khong phéi vay. Mudn ngwoi ta chia sé bi mat thi tdi phai di mdt minh.
Thoi dwoee roi, di di.” Nitta xua tay nhw the’ dang dudi rudi.

Luc Nitta quay lai phong diéu tra dac vu thi Motomiya dang doc tai li€u.
Nhan ra anh t&i, Motomiya vy tay goi lai.

“Nhoém diéu tra vién chiu trach nhiém do héi tin tic & treong vira bdo
tin, hOm qua c6 nguwoi trong tha’y xe clia nan nhan ciing dau & ciing chd khi
chié€c xe dworc phét hién. Chwa hét, hom kia xe d4u & chd nan nhan van
thwong ddu. Con két qua giam dinh t thi thi...” Motomiya cim 18y to
chirng nhén ki€m tra thi th€. “Ho dw doan thoi gian t& vong la vao khoang 8
dén 11 gio’ d&m hém kia.”

“Qua nhién la hom kia.”

“Ngoai ra ho ciing xac dinh dwoe hién trrong gy an r'oi, & phong

nghién ctru. Trén san cé phan tng luminol. C6 da'u vé&t lau chiii. Chéc tén
hung tha da lam.”

“Vay trinh ty 1a th& nay chang, tén hung tha da canh thoi di€m nan nhan
chi ¢c6 mdt minh, dot nhdp vao toa nha, ra tay sat hai nan nhan tai phong
nghién ctru, sau d6 di chuyén cdi x4c qua phong riéng. Tiép d6, hin lau vét
mau dudi san roi khéa cira phong nghién ciru lai bang chia khéa clia nan
nhan. T4t nhién, hin da khéa ludn ca phong lam viéc clia nan nhan, réi mdi
roi khéi hién tredng. Cudi ciing hin 14i xe cia nan nhan ra mot chd khac
chd moi khi, va roi khoi treong.”

“Um, chéic 1a vay d6.”

“Thi€u r'di a,” Motomiya vira néi xong, Hozumi Risa & bén canh da
chém vao. Khong hi€u ¢6 ta da vao day tw lic nao.

Nitta dom mat Hozumi, doan héi, “Thi€u gi co’?”
Hozumi Risa hoi phong hai canh mili 1én.

“Vi. T6i khong tha'y anh nhic d&n chi tiét hung thii 147y di cdi vi ctia nan
nhan.”
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Pau g6 Nitta nhw chang con chit ste lye. “VAan chuyén cdi vi 42
“V&i lai anh cling quén chi ti€t hung thu mang hung khi di ntra.”

“T6i khong quén. Toi chi Iwgre di cho ngén gon thdi. Chuyén cdi vi ciing
the".”

“Tai sao a? Chuyén do6 quan trong ma.” Hozumi Risa cong mdi Ién, vé
ba't man.

“La sao,” chirng nhw khéng hi€u hai ngwoi ho dang ndi t&i chuyén gi,
Motomiya héi.

“Co day doan dong co ciia hung th la chi€c vi.” N6i doan Nitta quay vé
phia Hozumi. “Xin dwoc man phép hoi ¢6 cau nay. C6 nghi tai sao nan
nhan lai phai di chuyén cdi xac va chiéc 6 t6? Néu muc dich 1a giét nguoi
cwdp cua thi han phai nhanh nhanh ma dao tau khoi hién treong chir. Con
& d6 ma khéi ddng xe ntra a?”

Hozumi lic d4u hai céi.

“Vay dau c6 dugre. Nhu thé sao c6 thoi gian ma dung thé?”

“Thé?”

“Thé thanh to4n &y. Toi nghi hin s& diing thé d€ chi tiéu that nhiéu trudc
khi vu 4n bi phét gidc. Hin phai tim c4ch tri hodn viéc tim ra cdi xdc chinh
12 vi thé". Va d6 ciing 12 1y do hén di chuyéh cdi xdc va chiéc 6 t6.” Hozumi
li¢n thing mot mach.

Nitta 4 khau nhin cham chdm vao miéng c6 ta. Anh mudn vac lai nhwng
tirc thi chwa nghi ra dwoc 101 phan bién nao.

“0O, cb nay suy luén ciing dwoc d6 chir.” Motomiya tr bén canh chém
Vao.

“P¢, anh ciing thd'y vdy ding khong?” Hozumi vui mwng ra mat. “Toi
c4 hom qua hén da xai tién banh néc roi.”

“Thé phai ki€m tra lai thoi. Gi chit thé thi chic chin nhém diéu tra ¢
vat cia nan nhan da ki€m tra roi.” Motomiya chi tay ra phia xa. “MaYy
ngudi dang kia kia. Co thay cdi cdu dong ddng kia khong? Tén ciu ta la
Sekine. Ra héi cau ta gitp t6i.”



“R0 a,” n6i doan Hozumi Risa roi di ma nhw lao bo ra. Nhin theo ¢ ta,
Nitta m&i hdi Motomiya, “Anh dang dua hay that da'y a? Chang 1€ anh thuc
st nghi hung tha giét ngwoi chi vi céi vi?”

Motomiya bat cwoi rung ca ngwoi.

“Ban nay t6i vira nghe Sekine bdo cdo V€ tinh trang st dung thé tin dung
roi. C4 hom qua 14n hom nay déu khong c6 hoat dong thanh toén nao.”

“Chtr sao ntra,” Nitta vud't vudt ngyc. “Vu dan nay dau c6 don gian thé’.
Anh ciing tha'y roi dd’y, vdy ma gio em van phai tiép tuc bit nhém véi co
ta, nghi thoi da thd'y mét.”

“Vay sao. Nhwng chinh ddi tredng bao t6i phan cong cau thanh nhom
voi co dy day.”

“Podi tredng Inagaki &y a? Tai sao thé nhi?”

“Viky vong & ciu chir sao. Cén s dw bi, lai 1a Nhat kiéu vé nuoc,
thudc dang nhan tai veot qua ky thi ting lwong dé nhuw bon. Vi lai tr gior
it nhiéu ciing s& c6 nir cnh sat nhan viéc nén chic anh 4y mudn ciu lam
quen trede. Ngwoi ddu ma t6t bung the””

Nitta gai dau. “T6t qua lai hoa thwa.”

“C6 di€u c6 ta ndi cung khong sai ma. R0 rang tén sat nhan da bay tro
de€ ching ta phat hién ra cdi xdc mudn hon. Va van d€ can giai quy€t chinh
la cdi myc dich ay.”

“Em cling da nghi mai vé chuyén d6 nhwng hién van chwa tim ra ciu trd
16i nao thda d4ng. C4ch lam ctia hin chi che gidu dwoc thém mot dén hai
ngay 12 cting chtt khong kéo dai dwoe 1au. Han dwoc 1o 1oc gi tir chuyén
nay nhi?”

Motomiya ci't ti€ng rén khan khan, twa nguoi vao lung ghé’.

“Thoi tam thoi ta ctr tong hop thong tin r'oi bao lai cho doi tredng da
nhi. Ngoai ra con viéc gi khac nira khong?”

“Viéc gi khac... &y a?” Nitta 4p ung.

“U.” Motomiya dwa mét 1én lwom Nitta. “Trong mét c4u thi hinh nhw 1a
con viéc khac nira ma. Théi dirng vo’ vit niva, mau bao cédo di.”



“Em c6 d€y toi mot ngwoi nay.” Nitta k€ cho Motomiya nghe vé
Nanbara Sadayuki.

“0, gido sw dw bi d6ng nghién ctru 2. Ngwdi ny ¢6 gi ma cdu de'y
vay?” Nhin tA'm danh thi€p cia Nanbara, Motomiya hoi.

“Ly do ra't don gian. N&u Okajima khong chét, Nanbara c6 th€ s€ phai
chiu mot tha't bai 1on dwdi tw cach mot nha nghién ciu.”

MAit vi canh sdt dan anh nheo lai nhw soi chi. “That bai gi co?”

“Theo cdu trer giang Yamamoto thi ¢6 hai cach ra't khiac nhau d€ san
xui't ra dwge vat liéu bdn dAn m&i ma bon ho dang nghién ctru ph4t trién.
Va phia cong ty da giao viéc chon lya phwong thire san xud't cho Okajima
va Nanbara. Nhung cdch ndo ciing ¢ mit loi mét hai nén mai ma ho véan
chwa di dén duoc k€t luan.”

“R'6i sao nra?”

“Nhung dao gan diy, Okajima bat dau tim cdch d& vat liéu ban dAn mdi
s€ dwore san xud't theo cach thirc ma anh ta 1a ngwoi chi dao tw tredc dén
gior, con Nanbara hau nhw khong lién quan gi ca. Trong khi d6, phwong
phdp sip bj cho ra ria kia lai dwoc xAy dung nén tir y twedng ma Nanbara da
¢ bang sdng ché’.”

Motomiya hit vao mdt hoi that sdu, mét sdng quéc 1én.
“Ping 1a mot nga ré d6i v&i Nanbara &y nhi.”

“Néu cir d€ vay, k& ca vat liéu ban dan m¢i kia ¢6 deoe dwa vao ung
dung thyc t& di chiing nira, Nanbara ciing s& tay tring. Nguwoc lai, néu tng
dung theo phwong thitc ctia Nanbara, chi riéng viéc anh ta c¢6 biang sang ch&’
da dem lai khoan loi khong 6. Nitta néi ma nhw thé€ nhai ting twe. “Suy
luan nay ctia em chic phai hay ho hon cdi y kién giét ngudi cudp cha kia
cua coO ta chwr a?”

“Cau tredc hoc luét ding khong nhi? Ma b6 cau lam luét sw ding
khong?”

“B& em lam ludt sw c& van bén Seattle. Phidn nhiéu 1a may vu lién quan
tol tai san tri tué.”

Motomiya tac lwoi, g6 to danh thi€p xudng ban.



“Pa vay thi phai néi sdm cho nguoi ta bi€t chir. Vay ta ctr di theo
hwdng d6 nhi. Con viéc bao lai doi tredng, cir d€'t6i. O, vira hay, dong doi
ctia cau quay lai r'oi kia.”

Nitta nhin vé phia ma Motomiya hi't cim ra ddu. Pung lic Hozumi
dang ti€n lai gan trong dang diéu chan nan.



anbara Sadayuki bi yéu cau trinh dién ba ngay sau khi x4c ctia Okajima

dwore tim thd'y, tiec ngay mung 7 thang Mwoi. Trong phong 18y 101 khai
ctia Phong Céanh sat Nam Hachioji, Nitta ng'6i d&i dién v&i Nanbara. Ngoi
bén canh anh 1a Hozumi Risa, nhan nhiém vu ghi chép loi khai.

“RA't xin 106i da 1am phién anh trong lic dang ban ron. Nhung hom nay
chiing t6i ra't hy vong sé dwgc nghe sy that tor anh.” Nitta mao dau mot
cdch nhd nhiin. V& nguyén tic, Nanbara vin dang 13 nhan ching, nén anh
khong dé cép t&i quyén gitr im 1adng.

Nanbara chau may.

“Y anh 12 sao? Hom truéec chéng phai t6i da trinh bay hét roi w? Toi
khong gidu gi€m gi cad.”

“Nhung c6 vé nhitng gi anh khai lai khong dwoc giong 1dm vdi sy that
ma ching tdi da di€u tra ra thi phai. T6i xin hoi lai, anh da ¢ dau dém ngay
mung 3 thang Muoi?”

“Mung 3... tai sao lai 1a mung 3 m&i dwgrc chr?” Nanbara hoi lai, giong
buc boi.

“Pe€ nghi anh tra 1oi ciu héi cha t6i. Anh da & dau vao dém mung 3?”

Nanbara khong gidu ndi vé hoang loan, bdi r6i nhin Ién Motomiya r'oi
lai nhin vé phia Nitta.

“T6i da bao hom do t6i & Kyoto...”



“Hém triedre anh ¢6 ndi tdi d6 chi & trong khach san nhi. Kyoto Queen,
mot khich san hang sang. Anh da lam gi trong phong vay?”

“Lam gi? Thi to61 xem ti-vi...”

“Anh xem chwong trinh nao va xem tor may gio d¢n ma’y gio? Néu
dwo'c mong anh thuit lai chi ti€t gidp cho.”

Mt Nanbara 4nh 1én mdt tia xao dong. Anh ta ché'p chép mét vai Ian,
mé4 giat giat, roi bit dau néi.

“A khong, t6i nham da’y, t61 do td6i khong xem ti-vi ma doc sach. Toi da
doc cuon...”

“Vay da roi.” Nitta ngdn anh ta néi ti€p. C6 bi€t viéc d6 cling chaalng de
lam gi. Ki€u gi anh ta chang khai tén cu6n sach minh dang ¢6. “Lic anh &
khach san, ¢6 chuyén gi ba't thwong xay ra khong, nhw chuéng bao hda
hoan da kéu chang han?”

“Chudng bdo hda hoan... Khong c6 dau.” Nanbara 1§ rd vé ba't an. Chic
anh ta dang lo, c6 khi nao chuong da reo khong nhi.

Nitta nhin 1én Motomiya. Vi canh sit dan anh hoi hi't cam.

“Anh Nanbara nay,” Nitta 1€n ti€ng. “Dém ngay mung 3 thang Mwoi, ro
rang anh da khong & khach san Kyoto Queen.”

“Lam sao c6 chuyén d6 dwgrc. Hom d'y to61 da nhan phong...”

“Pung la anh da lam thd tuc nhan phong, vao khoang 6 gio tdi. Nhwng
anh da khong heé 1&én phong. Hoac it nhat d€m hém d6 anh da khong nghi &
khach san Kyoto Queen. T6i khong nhdm ch?”

“Sao anh co6 the...”

“Anh dinh hi sao tdi c¢6 th& néi chic chén vay ding khong? Rat don
gian. T6i da hoi phia khach san. Rdng dém ngay mung 3, tinh trang cin
phong anh thué th€ nao. Ma khong, n6i cho chinh xac hon thi la trra ngay
mung 4, cin phong d6 trong thé nao. B&i n&u anh da ngd lai d6 thi chéc
chén trong phong s& lrru lai di'u vét. Ping 12 khéich san hang sang c6 khdc,
ho ghi lai moi viéc. Va ta't nhién, tinh trang st dung phong cua anh cling da
dwoc ghi lai. Treea ngay mung 4, khi nhan vién don phong t&i thi giwong
van gon gang, khong c6 dau vét khach di dung qua. Khiin tim ciing van



con nguyén si. Chwa hét, dén tor gid'y ghi chd ‘da khi tring’ dinh trén bdn
cau cling con y nguyén. Gia du anh c6 ngti dwdi da't di chang ntra, nhwng it
nha't cling phai ding nha vé sinh chx?”

M:it Nanbara cit khong con giot mdu, roi dan dan tré nén tai mét. Trong
khi @6 mét lai & ngau. Nhin moi anh ta map mdy, Nitta nghi bung, d&n
phién ty thu roi day.

“That sy 1a...” Nanbara 1€n ti€ng. “Dém mung 3 sao?”

“Ha?” Nitta ha h&'c miéng. “Y anh la sao?”

“Ngay xdy ra vu an mang ay. That Ia hdm mung 3 a? Cac anh 187y gi ra
d€khang dinh diéu d6 vay? Hay cho t6i biét voi.”

Nitta va Motomiya quay sang nhin nhau. Ho kh6ng ngo' Nanbara lai
phan &ng nhw thé”.

“Anh Nanbara nay,” Motomiya I€n ti€ng. “Anh khong can dau ddu vé
ngay xady ra an mang nhw vay dau. C néi cho ching toi biét sy that 1a
dwoc. Anh da & dau dém mung 3? Va tot nha't 1a bo cau thoai ‘¢ khach san
Kyoto Queen’ di gitp tdi. Chiing t6i cling khong ranh rdi dén the” dau. Vi
lai cr phai trung bé mat hién hoa ra & cdi phong 18y loi khai thé nay, ching
t6i cling odi 1dm. Chang maYy ma strc tan luyc kiét.”

M6t nguwei nhin ngang doc thé nao ciing chi thad'y vé dau ga'u nhw
Motomiya ma n6i ndng nha nhdn, ngworc lai cang tao ra mot dp lyc dang so.
Nanbara cudi gam xudng, nguoi cirng dor.

Maii sau hin m&i chju ngahg dau 1én mdt chit. Mit nhudm vé thdng
kho.

“T6i hiu r'oi, toi xin 18i.” Han khé nhoc mé& miéng. Cudi ciing ciing
chiu khudt phuc réi a, Nitta nghi bung. “Céc anh n6i khong sai, d€m ngay
mung 3, toi khong hé ngu lai khach san Kyoto Queen ma da & mdt noi
khéc.”

“Anh da & dau?”

“T6i &...” Nanbara hit mot hoi that sau, ti€p, “Cai d6 tdi khong theé néi
dwoc.”

“Ha? La sao?”



“T6ém lai t6i thtra nhan dém mung 3 t6i khéng & khach san Kyoto
Queen. Nhwng & dau thi t6i khong the cho cac anh biét dwore. T6i thanh that
xin 16i.” Nanbara cti du that thap.

Motomiya dap tay xudng ban danh ram. Nanbara giat minh, co rim
nguwoi lai. Cung ldc d6, mét ti€ng ré nho nhd vang 1€n phia sau Nitta. Cha
nhan cta ti€ng ré khong ai khac chinh Ia Hozumi Risa.

“Anh dang dluia canh sat chiing t6i da'y a?” Motomiya da that sy phat
dién. “Anh thit sy nghi céi cdi ddu vura r'oi sé gidi quyét dwoe t't cad moi
chuyén sao?”

Nanbara ¢ ging 12’y lai nhip thé d€ ti trd'n an ban than, doan dwa mét
nhin hét Nitta t&i Motomiya.

“Vay truede d6 cdc anh hiy cho toi biét tai sao toi phai trinh bay bang
chirng ngoai pham ctia minh hdm mung 3? Hom trweé'c khong phai anh Nitta
day cting né1 roi do sao, chéng mA’y ngwdi c6 bang ching ngoai pham ro
rang c4. Chéng 1& cdc anh khong thé coi toi 1a mot trong s& nhitng ngudi d6
a?r’

“T6i dau ¢6 ndi chirng clr ngoai pham ctia anh khong rod rang. Ngwore lai,
anh con noéi d6 chiing t6i nira kia. Lam sao chiing t6i ¢6 the' 1o’ di nhw
khong c6 dwoc?” N6i doan Nitta li&c mét vé phia Motomiya d€ xin chi thi.
Motomiya lai khé ha't cim. Y bdo giwrong miii tén thit hai di.

Nitta lai chuy€n hwdng nhin vé phia Nanbara, 1én ti€ng.
“Cong thiee MKE & di€m cyc han.”
Nanbara tron mét 1én ngac nhién. Tha'y vay, Nitta tiép.

“D0 1a tén goi ctia ky thudt ché tao loai vat liéu ban dAn ma anh da nghi
ra ding khong? T6i da néi chuyén v&i ra't nhiéu nguoi lién quan. D& nim
dwoc ndi dung, véi mot ngwoi ngoai dao nhu tdi khong phai chuyén dé
dang. N6i that 1a dén bay gio tdi hAu nhw vAn chwa hi€u gi. Nhuwng it nha't
thi toi cling hiéu n&u ky thuit nay ma dwgc cac hang va doanh nghiép ma
anh d0ng nghién ctru 4p dung lam ky thuit san xu't vat liéu ban dan thi anh
s€ nhan dwgc mot khoan tién khong I'6. Nhwng hinh nhw anh Okajima lai
quyét dinh khong dung k¥ thuit d6. N&u moi chuyén dién ra nhw vay,
chrflng nhirng anh Nanbara s€ ma't khoan tién khong I'0 kia ma con phai doi



dién v&i nguy co bi da khoi dy 4n d6. Ma khong, dau chi ¢6 vay. Néu gior
ky thuat ctia anh bi quaalng qua mot bén thi e 1a tw nay tré di né cling khé ma
dwore ng dung vao thyec t€. Toi ¢6 thé hinh dung dworc, d6i véi modt nguoi
lu6n ludn tin twedng vao nghién ctru cia minh, thi @6 1a mét cd s6¢ lon
nhwong nao.”

Nanbara rut khan mui soa, lau m6 hé1i dang rin ra trén thai dwong. Mat
hin thi van t4i mét.
“Anh dang dm chi t6i lo s’ di€u d6 xay ra nén da gi€t thay Okajima a?”

“P¢ c6 the'1a dong cor 14m chix. Nghe chuyén clia nhitng ngwdi khac
xong, tdi thd’y ddy cling c6 th€ xem 1a mot dy an 1o'n dang d€ choi tro cd
cwoc mao hieém.”

“Vé& van,” Nanbara th6t, vé hin hoc. “Céc anh dang hiu TAm tram trong
roi. C6 th€ anh da nghe chuyén nay tw tror giang Yamamoto, nhwng d€ toi
néi cho anh hay, ciu ta cheamg hi€u cdi gi hét. To6i khong pht nhan chuyén
thay Okajima da xem xét mot phwong phap khong phai phwong phap MKE
ma toi phat tri€n. Nhung theo t6i thay phwong phap dé ki€u gi ciing sé di
vao bé tic. Ma chinh thay Y ciing da thay ddi quan di€m. To6i biét diéu d6
thi sao phai sat hai thay ay?”

Nitta ngoco ¢0 kho hi€u.

“La that ddy. To6i nghe chuyén tt ca nhirng ngwoi khac, chr khong riéng
gi Yamamoto roi méi nam dwore tinh hinh ctia anh ma nhi.”

“Tinh hinh gi co’?”

“N6i cho nhanh thi la, anh Okajima khong h€ danh gid cao anh. Von di,
phwong phdp MKE ctia anh cling chi 1a phao ctru hd né€u khong con céach
nao khédc.”

“Lam gi ¢6 chuyén d6. Trén thuc t&, phwong phap san xuat MKE cua t6i
da gan nhu dworc dwa vao d&€ nghién ctru 4p dung thuc tién.”

“0, vay sao. Th& c6 theo diing k& hoach khong?”
Nanbara méo mit, 1ac dau. “Nhung that sy khong phai t6i.”

“Hay cho ching t6i bi€t anh da 1am nhwng gi vao ngay mung 3 thing
Muci. Chuyén anh nhan phong lic 6 gio & khach san Kyoto Queen thi



chiing t6i ndm duworc roi. Nhung nhitng hoat dong sau dé thi chwa. Sau day
anh da di dau? Mudn chirng minh ban than trong sach thi anh chi con cach
noi sy that thoi.”

Nanbara guc dau xudng that thap. Nitta dodn chic hin suy nghi clia hin
ta hién dang vd cling r&i ram. Nén ty thd cho xong chuyén, hay ngoan c&
dén cung do1i co’ hdi thoat than.

Nanbara ngang dau l1én nhw th€ da quyét chi.

“Sau khi lam thd tuc nhin phong & Kyoto Queen... tdi... da t&i Osaka.”

“Osaka?” Nitta lai quay sang nhin Motomiya r6i m&i dwa mét vé phia
Nanbara. “Anh t&i d6 lam gi? Ma anh da t&i dau & Osaka?”

“Cai d6 thi t6i khong th€ néi duwgrc. Nhwng t6i dam cam doan vdi cac
anh that sy t6i da dén Osaka. T6i dé€n ga Osaka quang 7 gio tdi. Sau day
t6i dd mua mot cudn tap chi & hidu sdch nidm trong tda nha ga. Chic chin
ctra hang con lwu lai viéc thanh toan.”

Nitta hdi d6 12 tap chi gi thi hén ta trd 101 Nguyét san nganh sdn xudt kim
logi. Mot loai tap chi trong nganh hin dang cong tic. Tap chi ki€u nay c6 18
khong nhiéu ngwrdi mua, nén néu ding hin da mua that thi viéc x4c nhan
chic cling chiang gip khé khiin gi.

“Vay la t61 hom dé anh nghi lai Osaka a?”

“Vﬁng .7’

“Anh ngu ¢ dau?”

“MOot khach san & Osaka.”

“Chting t6i s€ phai ki€m tra viéc nay. Khach san d6 tén la gi? Anh tra 1o
cho chinh xac vao.”

“Khong, cdi nay t6i khong the trd 101 dworc.”

“Tai sao?”

“T6i da gdp mot nguoi tai khach san &y. Va d€ chirng minh dwoc viée
toi da & do, tdi s€ budc phai néi tén nguoi &y ra. Nhung né€u lam vay thi s€
lam phién t&i ngwoi d6. Vay nén dit mudn nhwng t6i cling khong thé néi gi
hon dwoc.”



Nghe Nanbara trinh bay vay, trong d4u Nitta bong 16e 1én mot y nghi.
“Nguwoi kia 1a nir a?”
Nanbara nhan mat vé kho s, dap cut lin, “Vang.”

“0,” Hozumi Risa ng'di phia sau Nitta cao giong. “Chang c6 18 lai la. ..
ngoai tinh?”

Motomiya quay sang, lwvom Hozumi.
“Toi xin 10i a,” néi doan ¢6 nang rut ¢4 lai.
Nitta nhin Nanbara that lung, héi lai, “C6 ding vdy khong?”

Nha nghién ciru ma Hozumi Risa da khen nirc né 1a day nét quyén ri
tudi trung nién no kia cham rdi ché'p mét mot Tan, thé dai mot tiehg roi
mdi gat dau. Sau d6, hin ta tiép, “Co6 Ay 12 ngudi da c6 ch'déng. Vay nén toi
khong th€ néi tén cd ay ra dwore.”



ghe xong chuyén nhom Nitta thuat lai, doi tredng Inagaki khoanh tay

dit trén ban, khép mi. Khudn mit by ching v&i mdi téc ngin, dudi mét
nom nhw dang chiing xu6ng. Binh thwong trong 6ng cling hoa nhi, song
ddi khi 4nh mét lai sic lem khong thé dua.

Nitta va Motomiya dang dirng dan hang tredc mat Inagaki. Hozumi Risa
thi dirng cdch dé6 mdt doan, chdc chdc lai nhin vé phia ho day lo lang.

Inagaki mé& mét.

“T6i hi€u tinh hinh r'éi. Thé hai ngwdi ¢6 4n twong gi véi hin ta
khong?” Ong ha't cim y chirng giuc Motomiya hiy phat biéu trwdre.

“T6i khong nghi hin vo tdi,” Motomiya 1én tié€ng. “Néi ding hon 12 mot
ki€u ntra c6 t6i nira khong. Nan nhan da bi sat hai khi dang & trong phong
nghién ctru nén hung thi chi gi¢i han trong nhirng ngwoi biét viéc dém nao
anh ta cling ndn lai t&i tdn khuya. Ma nhirng ngwoi khéac thudc phong
nghién ctru d6 déu c¢6 bang chirng ngoai pham. Nhin ki€u gi van thd’y ga
Nanbara d6 dang ngo’ nhat.”

“Um,” Inagaki gt d4u, doan nhin sang Nitta, y bdo con cdu nghi sao?

“T6i cling tha'y Nanbara khong th€ nao khong lién quan gi dwoc. bi gap
nhan tinh nén khong th& dwa ra bing chitng ngoai pham w, that vé van hét
stec.”

“Nhung 1y do d6 cling chap nhan dwgc dd’y chir. N6 khép véi chuyén
hén ta n6i doi vé viéc da & Kyoto vao T4an khai d4u tién.”



“Nhung néu ding vy sao hin khdng goi ngwdi kia dén thang khach san
& Kyoto?”

“Nanbara no6i sao v€ chuyén nay?”

“Héan vién c6 ra't nhiéu nguwdi tham gia hdi thdo ciing nghi tai khach san
d6 nén lo nh& dau bi bt gip.”

“Hwm, céi d6 ciing hop 1y ntra.”
Nitta khong th€ phan bién loi cia Inagaki. Anh danh dap, “Ping vay a.”

Nho sy gitp do cia canh sat Osaka, bon ho da so'm xac nhan dwoce voi
hiéu sdch nim trong nha ga Shinosaka. Vi diing nhw Nanbara khai, t67 hom
&y ho c6 ban mot quyén tap chi kia. Nhan vién hiéu sach khong nhé mat
nguwoi mua nhung trong di liéu cira hang thi van con lwu lai thong tin d6.

Thé& nhung, viéc hin c¢6 mit & ga Shinosaka ldc 7 gior t&i khong thé coi
12 bing chitrng ngoai pham dwoc. B&i van ¢ kha niing, sau d6 hin da vé
Tokyo that nhanh va gay an.

Nitta da thir thwong thdo véi Nanbara xem hén c6 th€ khai ra ho tén va
dia chi lién lac clia ngwoi phu nir kia khong, ta't nhién anh ciing hira tuyét
ddi s& khong 1am dnh hwdng t&i ngwoi kia. Thé nhung Nanbara van ngoan
c& khong chiu tiét 16. Hin bdo khong th€ tin twdng canh sit duorc.

Sau r0t, ho van phai d€ Nanbara ra vé trong tinh trang nhw viy. B&i ho
chwra ndm dwoc bang ching nao d€ yéu cau tam giam ci. Khong thé xem
hin nhw nghi pham chi vi hdn khong néi ra bang chitng ngoai pham ctia
minh dworc.

“Chung ta thir sdp x&p lai xem sao nao. N&u Nanbara Sadayuki 12 hung
tha, thi liéu nhirng thir ma ching ta da diéu tra ra dwore tir tred'c ¢6 mau
thuan gi v&i gia thuy&t nay khong?”

Vay nhung cd Nitta 1An Motomiya déu khong thé€ tra 1oi cAu hdi clia
Inagaki ngay 14p tirc.

“Gi vay, cac cu sao thé?” Tirc thi, Inagaki chau may vé kho chju. “C6
mau thuin 4?”

“Khong hin 12 mau thuin, nhwng ndy sinh vai nghi van...” Motomiya
ddnh mét ra hiéu v&i Nitta, y bdo cdu gidi thich cho sép nghe di.



“Nhuw toi da trinh bay ra't nhiéu I'an, Nanbara c6 dong co’ d€'ra tay sat hai
nan nhan.” Nitta bit dau. “Pot nhap vao phong nghién citu, dim nan nhan
ttr phia sau vao dém ngay mung 3 thang Mwoi, theo t6i tha'y Nanbara hoan
toan c6 khd ning 1am viéc nay. Vi ho quen biét nén hin khong can phai rinh
co’ hdi dam 1én tir phia sau ma c6 th€ vién c& gi d6 d€ tdi gan Okajima,
canh ldc nan nhin ba't cin r'éi ra tay. Chi 12 t6i khong hi€u vi sao hin phai
di chuyén cdi xac sang phong bén canh va danh xe 0 t6 qua chd khac. Nhor
d6 hin da kéo dai dwoc thoi gian phat hién cdi xdc nhung viéc nay thi ¢é
lgt g1 cho Nanbara?”

“U nhi,” Inagaki khé gat gu. “Ngoai ra con gi ntra khong?”

“C4i nay thi cling khong goi 12 mau thuin, nhung t6i tha'y la vi hin
dwong nhw chang ¢ k& hoach gi ca.”

“Ké& hoach?”

“Ban than Nanbara chac chan hi€u r6, n€u xét vé mat dong co, sau khi
nan nhan bj sat hai han s€ bi tinh nghi dau ti€n. N&u th&” chang phai han nén
hanh x@ kin ddo hon sao?”

“C6 th€ hin suy tinh 1am khdng khéo d&n khi bj vach tran cang khé 18
li&'m, chwa k& néu khong c6 bang ching thi hin chang c6 gi phai s¢ hét.”

“Ciing c6 th€. Nhung t6i thd'y han d& minh bj 16 vi khong c6 mit &
Kyoto dém mung 3 theo cdi cach giwong con y nguyén khong dung thi that
qua cau tha. Vi lai, toi cling d€ y mot di€m nay nira.”

“Diem gi vay?”

“Lan d4u tién chiing toi giip nhau, khdng hi€u sao hin di thic mic vé
chuyén bj hdi bang chirng ngoai pham hom mung 3. Ngay ca 'an hdi cung
nay hén cling da hai tai sao ching ta lai xac dinh dwore an mang xay ra vao
hom mung 3. C6 khi ndo d8i vé&i hin viéc nay 1a ngoai dy tinh?”

Inagaki chu moi vé h'é nghi. “La sao?”

“Phai chiing hin d3 1én k& hoach d€ viéc gy 4n s& dworc xdc dinh xdy ra
vio ngay mung 4? Vi n&u 1a ngdy mung 4 thi hin c6 bang chitrng ngoai

pham vo ciing hoan hdo. Hin d gdp rat nhiéu ngudi & Kyoto vao hom
do.”



“K& hoach héa trang vu gi€t nguoi tiv hdm mung 3 thanh xay ra hom
mung 4 a7”

“Khong, khong phai vay.” Nitta 1ic dau. “T6i nghi trude khi nghe tir
chiing ta hdn da ludn nghi Okajima bj st hai hdm mung 4 réi.”

Inagaki tron xoe mét ngac nhién.

“C4u n6i thé tirc 1a Nanbara khong phai hung thd dau da’y nhé.”

“Cé th& hin da khong tryc ti€p ra tay.” Nitta nhin mit s&p. “Ngudi ra
tay 1a d6ng bon cia Nanbara. Theo nhw k& hoach ban dau, tén kia sé ra tay
vao ngay ming 4 thang Mudi. VAy nén Nanbara méi chuah bj sin bang
chirng ngoai pham hoan hdo. Nhwng khong hi€u vi sai s6t gi d6 ma tén kia
lai ra tay vao ngay mung 3. Nghi theo hwong doé, thi hanh ddng va phat
ngdn khé hi€u ctia Nanbara ciing sé dé hi€u hon. C4c anh tha’y sao a?”
Nitta chot lai doan trinh bay.

Inagaki biu moi dwdi, gwom gwom nhin ciu canh sat ca’p dwdi, sau do6
anh mat chuyén qua nhin Motomiya, doan hédi “Cau nghi sao?”

“Suy luén khéng toi dd’y chir,” Motomiya dap loi. “Mot tay ki€u cang,
tinh tinh kho chiu nhung dworc cdi c6 dau 6c.”

Inagaki lai dwa mét 1&n nhin Nitta.

“Tirc 14 viéc Nanbara khong the khai 16 rang bang ching ngoai pham
h6ém mung 3 chi la tinh co’ thoi a?”

“C4i d6 thi ciing chua chéc. C6 the hin chi dang c& che ddy diéu gi d6
lién quan toi viéc gy an thoi. N6i chung 1a, t6i khdng chap nhan dwoce cdi
1y do giip nhan tinh bi mat ctia hin.”

Inagaki gat dau, go hai tay xudng hai dau gdoi.

“C& gang gidi quyét ma’y van dé do6 cho xong trede cudc hop Tan toi
nhé. T6i s€ bdo cdo tredc v&i chanh thanh tra.”

“R0o,” Nitta dap lai, giong day quyet tam.



Sau d6, suy luan cua Nitta dd dwgrc chirng minh 1a v6 cung hop ly. R4t
dong diéu tra vién di 18y 1o khai, vdy ma ho khong tim dwoe nhan chirng
nao cho hay da nhin tha’y Nanbara vao t6i hom 4n mang xay ra. Ho cling da
phan tich ta't ¢4 hinh 4nh ctia camera chdng trdm 14p xung quanh treong dai
hoc, nhung khong thd'y nhan vat nao trong gidng hin xui't hién trong dé ca.

Ngoai ra, canh sat cling da di€u tra chi€c xe 6 t6 ciia Okajima. Tuy nhién
ho khong nhirng khdng tim thay da'u van tay ctia Nanbara trén d6 ma toan
bd DNA tim dugc trén xe ciing déu khong khép véi DNA cta hin.

Vay nén, gia st Nanbara c¢6 dinh lfu gi d&n vu dn nay thi nguoi ra tay
cling 1a mot ké khac. Suy luan nhu thé hoan toan hop 1y.

Miit khac, Nanbara van gitr thdi do khong hop tdc, nha't quyét khong
chju khai 16 bing chitng ngoai pham hdm miing 3 thang Mwdi. Hin chi mot
muc khang dinh hdm d6 minh da gép mot ngwoi phu ntr.

“Vay it nhat anh cé thé cho toi bi€t tén khach san dwgc khong?” Nitta
hoi. HOm nay, anh ciing dang ng'6i d6i dién v&i Nanbara d€'18%y lovi khai.

“Tdi néi cho anh phdng c6 ich loi gi ch? Pau chitng minh dwoc ring
khi d6 t6i da & khach san? Vi tdi dau c¢6 lam thu tuc nhan phong.” Nanbara
néi ma nhu ném ting tir vao mit Nitta. C6 1€ hin cling ¢4 thA'm mét vi bi
héi cung may ngay lién.

“Bié€t dau c6 nhan vién nao dé cta khach san trong tha’y anh thi sao?
Néu ching toi tim dwore ngwoi d6 thi anh sé dwore chirng minh khéng phai
la nguwoi ra tay sat hai anh Okajima. Viéc nay dau c6 hai gi cho anh nhi?”

Vay nhung Nanbara lai 1dc dAu, mit vin u 4m y ban ndy.

“N6i gi thi n6i d6 van 1a ngoai tinh. Nén t6i da ludn d€ y hanh dong ctia
minh, trdnh khong d€ ai tha'y madt minh. Cac anh khong th€ tim tha’y nhan
chirng dau.”

“Khong thir 1am sao biét chic dwoc?”

“V6 ich thoi. V&i lai néu lam qud, danh tinh nguoi kia s€ bi 16, thé” thi
phién phitc 1dm.”

“Nguwoi d6 quan trong dén mirc dui thé nao anh cling mudn gitr kin danh
tinh sao?”



“Tat nhién roi. Co &y la ngwoi da ¢6 ch'dong ma.” Nanbara cong moi 1én.
Nitta khoanh hai tay lai.

“Anh cd'y gia'u minh da danh nhwng hin phai nho gi d6 vEé khach san
kia chr? Ki€u mot phu nir nao dé trong trang phuc phuc vu di trén hanh
lang, hay mdt nhom cosplay nao dé cling nghi ¢ khach san d6 hdm &Yy
chang han. Chi can anh néi tén khéch san kia va ching tdi xac nhan dwoc
viéc d6 thi ciing chitng minh dwoc bang chitng ngoai pham ctia anh.”

Nanbara van im thin thit. M&t chi chdm chim nhin mit ban.

Nitta vong hai tay ra sau dau.

“Ctr th& nay thi moi chuyén s€ mai Chéng di d&n dau ca. Anh con dinh
ctirng dau té¢i khi nao day?”

Nghe vay, Nanbara lwom Nitta, vé thu dich. “T6i néi cdu d6 méi phai

A7 99

day.

“Y anh l1a sao?”

“Y t6i la, anh con dinh ti€p tuc viéc nay dén bao gio’ nira?”

“Viéc nay?”

“Thi ctr goi tdi ti hét Tan nay dén n khac, r'oi nhai di nhai lai cting
mot ciu hodi chir gi nira. Tém lai t6i mudn hdi, cac anh con dinh nghi ngo
toi t&i bao gio?”

“Puong nhién 1a t&i khi nao mdi nghi ngo’ nay dwee lam sang t6.”

“Cac anh cling phai thdng cam cho dia vi cua toi nira chir. Clr bi xung
quanh loii ra ti€ng vao thi téi lam viéc sao dwgre. Phia trrong hoc dang bao
toi tam thoi nghi & nha di kia kia. Pay 1a xdm pham nhan quyén ch gi
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nwa.

“Piéu tra vién phu trach hanh tung ctia anh c6 bdo cho t6i bi€t anh dang
tam thoi nghi day. Ma chiing toi ciing chi diéu tra theo quy dinh. O’ day
chrflng c6 gi la xam pham nhan quyén ca. N&u anh thay khong thda dang thi
¢6 th€ trao doi voi ludt sw.”

Nanbara d&'m hai tay 1én ban. “Cdc anh thyc sy cho riang toi da giét thay
Okajima?”



“Phai nghi ngo' tAt cA moi nguwdi thi mdi bit dau diéu tra dwgc. Sau dé
12 phwong phdp loai trir. Tt ngwdi c6 bang ching ngoai pham cho téi
ngwoi khong c6 dong cor gdy an. Chung t6i cling da ti€n hanh ta't thay viéc
do, va két qua 1a xung quanh cdi chét ctia nan nhin chi con sét lai mdi tén
anh.”

Nanbara lic d4u.

“Ngdc ngh&ch. N&u nghi t6i 1a hung thd thi dwa bang chirng ra dy di.”

“Ki€u gi ching tdi cling s€ dwa ra dwoee thdi, n€u anh 1a hung thi. Con
néu khong phai thi phién anh hop tac. Tuy vao thdi d§ cua anh ma chwa
bi€t chirng mai chiing t6i lai phai moi anh t&i ti€p d6.”

Nanbara va Nitta gwo'm nhau khong chdp mét qua chiéc ban. Moi thir
chim vao im lang khoang mwoi gidy.

Cud1 cung mdi Nanbara cing dong ddy. “Cortesia...”

“Sao co?”

“Pém mung 3 thang Muoi t6i da nghi lai khach san Cortesia Osaka &
ngay gan ga Osaka.”

Nitta gat dau, vi€t lai cdi tén do6 vao so tay.

“Cam on anh. Hy vong ching t6i s€ xdc minh dwoc viéc nay. Con tén
ctia ngwoi da & cung anh thi sao...?”

“T61 da néi bao nhi€u I'an ro1, cai do thi khong dugc.” Nanbara 8¢ dau,
mit kho s&.

“Vay anh c6 an twong gi vé khich san d6 khong?”

“T6i nh¢ t61 hom d6 & nha hang nao dd’y ¢6 t6 chike ‘LE hoi bia the’
gidi’ thi phai. Ho c¢6 dat to roi & phong khach san. Vi lai lic roi khoi
phong sang ngay mung 4, tdi ¢6 vao chung thang mdy véi mot nhém ma'y
ngwoi Trung Qudc, toan ngwoi gia théi. Khi d6 1a khoang 9 gio sang.”

Nitta bat tréo chan, tya ngudi vao lung ghé’. “Vay duoc roi.”

“Anh hai long chwa. T6i vé ddy.” Nanbara vira lwom vira néi. “DPugc
chw?”



“Tat nhién. Pay la 18y loi khai theo dang ty nguyén ma. Ching toi
khong mudn xAm pham nhan quyén clia ai cd. Tu4n tra vién Hozumi, tién
anh Nanbara day giup t61.”

“R6,” Hozumi dang ghi chép & bén canh dap, doan bat day.

Hozumi din Nanbara di r'oi, Nitta vin ng'0i nguyén trén ghé’, nhin vao
khoang khong suy nghi mong lung.

So v&i mot Nanbara ¢6 phan ludng cuéng vao an déu tién t&i phong
héi cung, diu dao gan day hén ta trong c6 vé hoc hdc song dwong nhu da
127y lai dwgre vé diém tinh. Hin 12 sau vai T4n hoi cung, hin cang doan chic,
du khong co bang chirng ngoa1 pham nhung néu canh sat khong dwa ra
du’O’c chitng ci¢ pham toi thi hin cung chang lo bj bit. Nanbara tin chic
ring canh sit s& khong the tim ra bang ching. Phai ching, vi thyre t& hin
khong phdi ngudi da ra tay sat hai Okajima? Nitta gwom gwom mét. C6 18
ding 1a mot ké khac da gay an.

Né&u moi chuyén dién ra theo diing suy do4n clia Nitta, thi tai sao ké kia
lai gdy 4n vao d&m mung 3 thdng Mw¢i? Anh van chwa giai ddp dworc thic
méc nay. Hay c6 viéc gi d6 dot xua't khien hin budc phai 1am vay? Nhung
né&u la th€’, tai sao ké d6 lai khong néi lai vori Nanbara? R rang Nanbara
khong h€ bi€t 4n mang da xay ra vao hom mung 3.

Thém ntra, tai sao hung thu lai mu6n kéo dai thoi gian phat hién cai
xac? Cau hoi nay cling chwa c6 1o dap.

Canh ctra phia sau m¢ ra, roi anh nghe thd'y giong Hozumi Risa, “Nhéan
chirng Nanbara vé r'6i a, con lai tdéi dd nho nhém theo doi.”

“Cam on ¢d,” Nitta ddp ma ching budn quay mit lai.
“Cudi cung anh cling héi ra nhi.” Hozumi vui vé khen.
“Gi co?”

“Thi tén khéch san &y. Cortesia Osaka.”

“Viéc dé6 thi c6 gi to tat. Ching ta ciing dau biét dwoe hin ¢é nghi & d6
that khong. Ma diu c6 that di chidng nira, cling chi t6 mua thém viéc cho
minh, lai da gy an. Chwa k€ viéc d6 thi vu an T'dn nay cling da ¢ mot birc
twong ching cit ngoai pham bang thép roi. Nhung sao chi tén khach san



thoi ma hdn mii m&i chju khai the nhi.” Nitta lai ngtra ngwdi ra gh&’, nhin
1€n tran nha.
“T61 nghe chuyén xong lai nghi, c6 khi anh ta khong n61 d61 dau?”
Nitta ng 01 thaalng day, quay lai. “La sao0?”

Hozumi d3t ngén trd va ngén cdi 1én cim, tay kia d& 18y ctii chd tay nay,
nghiéng dAu ra chiéu dang suy nghi lung 14m.

“Biét dau anh ta da gap cdi nguoi kia that.”

Nitta phdi c6” d€ khong d6 nhao khodi ghé’. “Co van dang néi that ddy a?”

“Thi anh xem, bi nghi ngo’ 12 t0i pham giét ngwdi ma anh ta vin mot
muyc gidu danh tinh d&1 phwong. Chang phai ngoai tinh thi la gi ch.”

“Co6 bi ngd'c da'y a. Pang 1én k& hoach giét ngwoi ma con di ngoai tinh.
C0 nghi ¢6 ai vy khong?

“C4i d6 ciing chwa chic dau. Nh& ngudi kia song & Osaka thi sao? Hom
sau anh ta ¢6 lich t&i Kyoto nén méi t&i Osaka gip nguoi kia trede.”

Nitta 1ac dau. “Tdi xin c4 v&i co, khong c¢6 chuyén d6 dau.”

“Tai sao?”

“C6 dong ndo di chir. Hin dang bj tinh nghi 14 hung tht giét nguwdi. D&
chirng minh dwgc minh ¢ bang chirng ngoai pham thi bi 16 vu ngoai tinh
c6 la gi. Hon ntra hén lai con doc than. Toi khong tin hén lai vi bdo vé gia
dinh cda tinh nhan ma cing d4u cirng cO vay.”

“Thi d4y, chic vi tinh nhan kia cling ¢6 m4u mit chit sao. Ki€u nhw n&u
16 chuyén thi cudc doi anh ta cling 16n tung pheo hét ca &y. Ki€u nguoi kia
1a vor ctia hi€u tredng chang han.”

Nitta htt mili. “C6 bj dudi khoi tredng thi cude doi anh ta ciing ching
két thic dau.”

“Nhung chic gi d6 1a gi4 tri quan clia anh ta. Chiing ta lam sao biét
dworc anh ta nghi gi.”

“T61 hi€u r'oi. Co da néi dén vay thi t6i co viéc cho cb day.”

“Vang, vi€c gi vy a?” Hozumi Risa hang hai hoi.



“Co di Osaka mot chuy&h di. Chéc ciing chang thu dwoc gi dau. Ma
ding hon 13, t6i ci cd di d€ xac nhan viéc sé chang thu dwoe gi & d6 cd.”



Ot 6ng lao dang vira chdng gy vira bwdre lai tir sinh thang may.

Naomi nh& ngwoi nay lam thd tuc nhan phong quang mot ti€ng dong
h'6 tredre. Va ngudi lam thd tuc cho vi khdch d6 1a Tashiro, cau 1€ tan tré
hién dang dirng canh co.

Ong 130 bwdc di chdm rai, nhing nom khu6n mat thi lai ¢6 vé mét binh
tinh. Ong d&n thang quay I¢ tin v&i nét mit gian dir.

“Nay cu,” ong 140 lwom Tashiro. “Can phong d6 la sao viy ha?”

Tashiro m&i ndy con twoi cudi, ticc khic ma cing 1én. “Phong cé van dé
g1 vay, thra quy khach?”

“Van dé 1on da’y. Phong gi ma & tan cuing cda hanh lang the’ha? Ciu c&
y choi t6i da’'y phong?” Ong 13o nat.

Naomi tirc thi hi€u ra tinh hinh. Viéc phan phong cho khach thwong
dwoc quyét dinh to hdm trede. C6 1€ Tashiro da ¢ theo d6 ma giao phong
cho khdch. Th& nhung, nhan vién I& tin doi khi ciing phai tly co’ (rng biéh.

“Lan tredre nghi & ddy, ma’y nguoi cho toi & phong gén thang mdy nhit,
t6i con tAm tic mai, khach san niy can than qud. Vay ma gio lai bit toi &
c4i phong xa tit mu tip d6, di bao gior mdi t&i hd? Cdc ngudi phai dong ndo
mot chit di che.” Ong lao gb g6 ciy gy xudng san.

Tashiro cudng quyt cii dau xudng.

“Thanh that xin 10i quy khéch a. Toi xin phép dworc d6i phong cho quy
khach luén a, xin quy khach do1 cho mét chut a.”



“Thoi khoi di. T6i do tung d6 dac ra roi, gior doi chi to phién hon thoi.
Thay vao do, tim quan giup to1 di.”

“Quan... ay a?”

“Quan an tdi &y. Toi ¢6 hen adn t6i v&i vor va con trai. Gan diy cé quan
an nao ngon ngon khong? PB'6 Hoa thi cang t6t.”

“Quén d6 Hoa thi trén fang 3 cda khach san cling c6 day a.”

Ong ldo 14c dau vé buc doc.

“Cau con phai nhic t6i 4. Quén d6 tdi c6 dn dot truede roi. Nhung Ian
nay mudn thir quan khac. Tim nhanh gitp t6i di.”

“T6i hi€u r'oi a. Quan ¢6 Hoa didng khdng a?” Tashiro v&i 18y tap tai
liéu dang d€ gan d6. Bén trong liét ké day da cac quan an uéng cé ti€ng &
quanh day. Tashiro gid tap tai li€u, chi cho 6ng 130. “Ngai thd'y quan nay
thé’ nao a?”

Ong 120 nhan mat. “Cht nhé tin hin thé t6i doc thé nao dwoe. Quan daYy
tén gi?”’

Tashiro doc t€n quan, néi thém dai khai vEé dia chi.

“Um, c6 vé& gan diy. Vay chon quén do di. Cau dit chd cho t6i ludn nhé,
ba nguwoi 1om.”

“Vang a.”

“Quy khach,” Naomi goi 6ng ldo tr bén canh. “Quén d6 chuyén cua
Thwong Hai, thé cé sao khong a?”

“Cua... a?”

“Mua nay, cic mén ctiia nha hang dé déu dung cua la chinh. Ta't nhién
quy khach c6 th€ yéu cau doi mén chinh thanh mén khac. Nhung néu da
vay thi hay l1a quy khach chon mdt nha hang chuyén moén khéac luon a, nhw
vi c4 map hay vit quay Bic Kinh chfmg han a?”

Ong ldo chép mét, nhin mit Naomi, 147y 1am la.
“Co biét toi di ing cua a?”

Naomi gat dau. “Lan tredc quy khach ¢6 ndi r'oi a.”



“Lan tredc?” N6i doan mat 6ng 1ao thay doi nhw vira nhé ra diéu gi do.
“A phai r'oi, Tan tredre 1a ¢6 dat ban gidp t6i nhi.”
“Cam on quy khéch vi van con nhé a.” Naomi cii dAu.

“Luc nhan phong t6i ¢6 bao 1a mudn dat ban & quan d6 Hoa cta khach
san th& la co goi dién dén d6 ludn.”

“Vang. Khi d6 t6i da hoi xem quy khach ¢6 ki€éng ky mén nao khong thi
quy khach bao minh bj dj &ng cua.”

“Puing r'oi. Chuyén ti hai thdng tred'c ma ¢6 van nhd 16 qud nhi, trong
khi t6i thi quén béng ma't. Puing la ngwoi chuyén nghiép c¢6 khac.”

“Dadaucoa.”

“C06 ndi phéi. Nguoi di rng cua thi dé€n quan cua Thuong Hai lam gi
chir. D€ t6i chon quan khac vay. Co cb bi€t quan nao dwoc dwgrc khong?”

Naomi goii y mét quan chuyén mén vit quay Bic Kinh. Ong ldo quyét
dinh s€ t&i quan d6 nén cd bao Tashiro dat ban givp.

“Quy khéch, con vé phong nghi...” Trong khi Tashiro goi dién d&€n quén
an no dat ban, Naomi ti€p tuc cau chuyén v&i 6ng 1do. “To6i nghi moi ngwoi
sau khi #in thiong s& khdng mudn di bd nhiéu, nén chic phong gan sanh
thang mdy van tién hon. N&u quy khach khong ngai viéc t6i dong cham t&i
d6 dac thi trede khi quy khach quay lai khach san, t6i xin phép dwoc
chuyén chd @6 quy khach da do ra sang phong moi a.”

Ong 130 td vé ddm chiéu trede @& nghj ctia Naomi.

“Pugc vay thi con gi bang. Tdi ciing khong ngai chuyén d6 dac. Nhung
lam thé&” thi phi€n cho c6 qui.”

“Khong phién gi dau a. Thanh that xin 18i quy khéch vi thi€u sét Ian
nay. Vay lic nao vé quy khach ghé qua day dwoe khong a? T6i s€ chuan bj
sén thé khéa phong a.”

“T6i hieu roi. Cam on ¢d.”

Tashiro c6 vé cling da dit ban xong. Cau thong bdo da dit dworc ban va
ciing da nhic phia qudn in vé viéc khich bi dj (rng cua.



Ong 140 vui v& han 1én, twoi cudi rovi di. Nhin dng 130 di khua't, Tashiro
ma&i 1€n ti€ng cam on, “That 1a may qud, cam on chi nhiéu a. Nhwng phai
n6i chi Yamagishi ctr that da’y. Em thi ch&c ching nhé ndi mit khach ca
hai thang tredrc dau.”

“T6i thwong vira nhin mat khach vira nghi, minh cé th€ gidp dwoc gi
cho vi khach nay hodc vi khach nay mong doii gi & minh nhi. Lam vay s€
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nh& dwgc mat khach day.
“Thé& a...” Mat Tashiro 10 r6 vé bd1i rdi.

Bdng canh ctra phia sau mé ra, Yoshimura, vién quén 1y 1€ tn mit tron
xoe xua't hién.

“Yamagishi, t6i nho’ chut.”
“Vang a,” Naomi dap roi lui vé phia van phong. “Co chuyén gi vay a?”
“Xin 106i nhwng gior ¢O cing toi tdi phong tiép khach chiit dworc khong?”

“Phong ti€p khach... &y a? Khong thanh van d€, nhung khach nao the¢’
a?’?

“N6i 1a khéch thi cling khong ding 14m.” Yoshimura ha giong. “That ra
la ngwoi cua canh sat, méi t Tokyo xuéng.”

Naomi ba't gidc chinh lai tw th€”. “Cé vu dn nao d6 da xdy ra hay sao a?”

“Hinh nhw 12 vay. Nhung ho khong n6i r6 1a vu gi. N6i chung ho mudn
héi chuyén hom mung 3 thang Muwoi.”

“Ming 3...”

“C0 khong can néi doi hay gi ca. Ngwoi ta hoi gi thi e trd 1oi nd’y. Chi
c6 diéu, khong can thi€t phai néi nhirng lovi thira thai. P61 véi nhieng viée
riéng tw cua khach hang thi lai cang phai can trong.”

“Vang, viéc nay thi t6i hi€u a.” Naomi trad loi dirt khoat.

bén tredrc phong ti€p khach, Yoshimura go ctra. Vira nghe ciu “Moi
vao,” Naomi da khong khéi ba't ngo’, b&i d6 1a mét giong nir.

Pén khi budc vao phong, d6i dién v&i d6i phwong, c6 con kinh ngac
hon. Nguwoi phu nir dang dieng tried'c mét Naomi, trong ki€u gi cling tré hon



cd. Mit c¢b gdi con bau binh ddng yéu, that chiang gidng canh sit chit ndo.

“That ra chung t61 dang ti€n hanh dréu tra mdt vu dn. Va chung t61 can
ki€m tra xem mdt ngwoi lién quan liéu ¢6 nghi tai khach san ddy hdm miing
3 thang Mwoi khdng. Nén rat mong moi ngwoi hop tac gidp cho.” Nir canh
sat mao dau mot cach tron tru, khong ngtr di€u nhw the’ dang doc vin ban
cO san.

“H6m mung 3 thing Muoi ¢6 Yamagishi lam ca t67 ding khdng nhi?”

Nghe Yoshimura hdi vdy, Naomi li€n ddp, “Vang a.”

“Ca t61 tirc 12?” Hozumi Risa da chuéh bj but gid'y sin sang.

“La ca lam viéc tir 5 gio’ chiéu. Va s€ giao ca v&i ca dém vao lic 10 gior
dém.”

“Cong viéc chinh ctia ¢6 1a gi?”

“T6i lam thd tuc nhén phong cho khéch. Va ca tha tuc trd phong cho
khéach thué trong ngay nwa.”

“Cd da & quay 1€ tan sudt thoi gian d6 a?”
“V'é& co ban thi 12 vay, nhuwng n&u ving khéch, thi thodng tdi cling lui vio
van phong phia sau quay.”

Hozumi Risa 16i ttr chié€c cdp dat bén canh ra mot ti'm anh, dat tredc
mat Naomi.

“HO6m mung 3 thang Muoi, ngeoi nay c6 téi day khong?”

Naomi ¢am 18y tA'm anh. Trong anh 1a m6t ngwoi dan 6ng. Ngwoi nay
deo kinh, rau lwa thwa vai soi.

Khé trd loi qud, Naomi nghi bung. C6 nhé minh da thd'y nguoi dan 6ng
nay.

“Thé& nao a?” Hozumi Risa lai hoi.

“HOm mung 3 thi khong a.” Néi doan c6 dit tAm anh xudng.

“Qua nhién la vay a.” Cau tra loi ding voi dw dodn cda cd ta hay sao ma
Hozumi Risa khong ma’y chan nan, cam ta'm anh 1&€n. “Moi nguoi cling néi
la khong thay.”



Ngwoi nay sao ma cham tiéu qud vay, Naomi chi mudn tac lwdi. Ngwoi
thé nay ma ciling tru dwoc & S& Canh sat a.

“Vang, tdi khong tha’y a.” Naomi nhic lai, va con d& thém, “Hom muing
3 thi khong a.”

Hozumi Risa vira gat ddu vira toan ca't tim anh lai vao cdp, nhung chwa
kip dit dong tac thi cd ta quay sang Naomi, th6't 1én “Sao co? Hom mung 3
thi khong? Tire 1a ¢6 da thdy ngwoi nay vao hdm khac a?”

Yoshimura hing giong, ddnh mét ra hiéu. Mot 1¢i nhiac nhé Naomi ding
nén thwra 1oi. Naomi quay ra nhin anh ta, khé gat dau réi méi nhin Hozumi.

“Néu la cach d6 it 1au thi tdi c6 gdp mot vi khach trong ra't giong nguoi
dan 6ng nay.” Naomi than trong ding tir ngit. “Chéc sau khi khach san khai
trerong quang mot thang.”

“That a? Tén ngwoi d6 1a gi? Tén ngwoi nay la Nanbara Sadayuki.”

“Toi xin 161 nhung tén thi toi khong nhé a.”

“Co6 c6 an teong gi vE nguoi d6 khong? Gi cling dugc?”

“T6i cling khdng bi€t nira,” Naomi nghiéng dau. “T6i chi n6i chuyén
mot chiit véi vi khach dé ldc anh ta tra phong. Vi khach nay & khach san
dém hom trwdc, nhung lic vé anh ta da bd nham khan tdm cfia khach san
vao trong tdi xach cia minh. T6i da nhan lai chi€c khan dé va d€’ 1én phong.
T6i nhé vi khach nay cling 1a vi ¢6 sy kién nho nhd d6.”

“Ngoai ra con gi khong?”
“Khong, chi ¢6 vay thoi.”
“C0 chi gdp anh ta hom dé thoi a?”
“Theo tdi nh¢ thi chi hdm d6 thoi.”

“Xin 10i néu t6i ¢6 hoi dai dong, nhweng hdom mung 3 thang Muoi cod
khong thd’y anh ta nhi?”

“Vang.”

Hozumi Risa chdn nan chau may. Naomi tha’y thi thwong nhung c6 cling
chang c6 cach nao khiac. Cé nhirng nguyén tac ma mdt nhan vién khach san



tuyét 6 khong th phd vé.

“Chung ta dung & day dugc chwa a?” Yoshimura héi. “Gio nay dang
dong khach nén chic phai d€ c6 Yamagishi quay lai quay thoi a.”

“A vang, dworc a. Cam on ¢ da hop tac.”

Naomi va Yoshimura cling ra khdi phong. Vwra di Yoshimura viwra trach,
giong nghe vé phién mudn, “C6 dau cén ndi ra chuyén da gip nguoi do
nhu vay.”

“Toi xin 16i. Tai thd’y ¢6 &'y 1dn 10i ttr tAn Tokyo xudng ma cé vé chang
thu dworc thong tin gi nén mudn giup.”

“Pa giao cho mot nir canh sat diéu tra nhw the’, khong thu dwoc két qua
gi c6 khi cling chiang sao dau. Chéc vay. C6 dirng lo hdo cho ho nira.”

“Vang, c6 1€ anh ndi phai a.”

Miéng tra 1&i vy nhung trong 1ong ¢d van ra't cin rit. Ban ndy vi nit
canh s4t 'y hoi gi thi ¢d trd 10 ndy, khong thém thét gi cd. Co lam vay liéu
c6 ding khong nhi?

Naomi quay lai quiy 1€ tan, tiép tuc cdng viéc 1am thd tuc nhan phong
cho khach. Khach Tan lwgt t&i quay nhwng cling may khong ¢6 van dé gi
phat sinh, thoi gian ctr the tr6i qua.

Dén lic van khach, ding mo6t ngwoi phu nir dang rdo bwdc bang qua
sanh bong lot vao tAm nhin cia c6. La Hozumi Risa. C6 4y dang tro chuyén
gi d6 v&i nhan vién hanh 1y & quéy hanh 1y. Trén tay Hozumi c6 vé van la
t&'m 4nh ban ndy. Nhan vién hanh 1y no khé 1ic dau.

Naomi chic mam c6 ta van hdi ciu nhan vién kia cling mot cau hdi do,
rang anh ¢6 thd’y nguoi dan 6ng nay ¢ ddy hdm mung 3 thang Muoi
khong?

Sau khi hdi chuyén thém vai nhéan vién hanh ly va nhan vién gic cta
khac, Hozumi 1én thang cudn di 1én tang trén. Vi & trén d6 cé nha hang va
quay ban d6. C6 1€ cb &y dinh hdi chuyén nhan vién & daYy.

ba 10 gior d&m. Sau khi ban giao c6ng viéc cho cac nhan vién ca dém,
Naomi di sang phong thay d'6. Pung lic d6 c6 bit gip Yoshimura miit may
nhiin nhé di tir phia quay I€ tan lai. Anh ta dang lau bau gi dé.



“C6 chuyén gi thé"a?” cd hai.

“Céi cO canh sat kia van chwa chju vé. Nhan vién minh da danh, nhung
hinh nhw ¢6 ta con 1an la do hdi ca khach nira. Ctt hé biét dwoe vi nao 1a
khach quen, c0 ta lai chia cdi anh d6 ra hdi xem ho c6 tirng gap ngwoi dan
ong kia khong.”

“Thé& a. C6 &y c6 vé kién tri qua nhi.”

“T6i nghi cd ta khong chiu bd cudc dau. Khich san minh khai treong
chwa dwore bao 14u, gior ma ¢6 ti€ng xau d6n ra thi chét dé.”

“Gio ¢6 &y dang & dau thé a?”

“(y sanh day. Pudi di thi ciing khong dwoc, phién ghé co.” Yoshimura
tho dai.

Naomi di ra phia quay 1 tn, qua nhién Hozumi Risa vin dang & dé. Co
Ay dang ngoi trén gh€ sofa, hinh nhw con dang ga gat.

Naomi di vong qua quay, ti€n lai gan Hozumi. C06 ca't ti€ng goi “Co
Hozumi,” nhung d6i phwong chang c6 vé gi la da tinh.

Phai dén khi Naomi ghé st tai goi Tan ntta, c6 'y m&i gidt minh, dudi
thang lwng. Hozumi chép mat may lwot, nhin Naomi. “A...”

“C0 c6 vé mét qua nhi.”

“Xin 16i ¢, t0i vO y vO tr qua.” Hozumi dwa cd hai tay 1én cao lai mai
toc hoi roi.

“N€u c6 can nghi ngoi thi cé theé’ qua phong gidi lao cda nhan vién
ching t61.”

“A, khong sao dau a. Toi dat phong r'oi. Du chi 1a mot khach san binh
dan, ré tién hon & day nhiéu.”

“P&m nay co s€ ngu lai Osaka a?”

Hozumi Risa gét dau. “Ho con dang bao t6i sdng mai phai 1€n chuyén
tau s&m nha't vé Tokyo ntra kia.”

“Chuyé&n s¢'m nha't sao? Thé thi mét 1dm day.”



“Cha la sang mai ching tdi c6 mot cudc hop. Nhwng cling khdng sao, tdi
c6 the tat tat mat mdi trén shinkansen cling dwoc.” N6i doan cd dwa tay trai
1én d@'m d4'm vai phai. Vai c6 chic 13 da ctng do.

“Lam ntr canh sat c6 vé vat qua nhi.”
“Vang. Nhung t0i cling chuah bj tinh than s&n roi.”
“Tai sao c6 Hozumi lai mudn lam canh sat thé a?”

Hozumi suy nghi trong chdc ldt, “A... N6i don gian thi 1 vi t6i mudn
bit mAy tén xAu xa thoi. Tdi mé Thay thét Mit tring ma.”

Nghe xong, Naomi phai ¢d nhin cwei. Ty nhién c6 lai mwong twong ra
dung mao ciia Hozumi h'6i con nho. C6 dodn chac cling chang khéc biét gi
maYy so v&i hién tai.

“Nhwng hién thyc lai tan khé'c hon nhiéu qua.” Hozumi chdn nan néi,
“Gio toi van ding & chén le ve chay viéc cho cdnh dan 6ng thoi, chwa dwgc
giao viéc gi tr t& ca.”

“Vé.\'y a?”

“Th€& nén, duy y chi ma ndi, trong chuyé’n cong tac Osaka Tan nay toi
phai tim cho ra mdt manh m&i nao d6 m&i dwore. Vi sao cd biét khong,
ngudi kia sai t6i 1am nhiém vu ndy v&i suy nghi chic chén toi s& chang thu
dwore thanh qua gi ca. Co xem nhw thé cd phai la coi thweong t6i qua
khong?”

“No6i vay hoi qua dang nhi. Ngwoi sai ¢6 1a nam a?”

“N0i la sai thi cling khong phai. Vi nguoi dé xudt viéc nay 1a mdt nam
canh sat thuoc Phong diéu tra s6 Mot cia Cuc Canh sat. Anh ta ki€u cang
ngao man lim... Nhung ciing phai cong nhin anh ta thong minh that.”

Chuyén nay ciing d& hiéu th6i, Naomi nghi bung. O’ diu ma chaalng day
ray ké thii ctia phu ni* di 1am.

Naomi ng'6i xudng, mot dau gdi chdng xudng san. “T6i hdi chuyén nay
dwore khong, ngeoi dan 6ng trong tAm anh ban nay néi l1a anh ta da nghi &
day hom mung 3 thang Mwoi a?”

“Dung vay.”



“MOt minh a?”

“Nhu anh ta n6i thi con ¢6 ngwoi di ciing nira. Mot phu nir da c6
ch'dong... Thoi chét!” Hozumi véi vang 18y tay bum miéng lai.

Xem ra ngwoi d6 da & cung phu ntr.
“Nguwoi di cung kia da lam tha tuc nhén va tra phong a?”
“Anh ta n6i vay.”

Naomi gat dau, ngodi nhin phia quay 1€ tin. Ping d6 12 mot cau 1€ tan
tré, nhung xem ra ciu ta dang chang d€'y gi t&i hai ngwoi ho.

Co quay lai phia Hozumi Risa, dwa mdt lai gan. “T61 c6 chuyén mudn
no6i. Co di cung t61 duwgre khong?”

“Sao co'?”” Hozumi ngo’ ngéc. “Chuyén gi vay a?”

“Chuyén nay c¢6 th€ gitp ich cho cd dd’y. Nhwng c¢6 phai hira voi t6i mot
viéc.”

“Haa?”

“Cai d6 toi sé ndi sau. Gior ¢6 cw di theo t6i da.” N6i doan Naomi dirng
day, di v€ phia sanh thang mdy. Hozumi Risa ciing b&i 161 di theo sau.

Thang mdy dwng & ting 4, tAng c6 hoi treong tiéc, ldc nay dang vo cling
yén tinh. Naomi moii Hozumi ng'6i xu6ng mot chi€c ghé” sofa dit ngoai
hanh lang rdi cling ng61 xuéng bén canh.

“T6i mudn c6 dirng coi nhitng 17 téi néi sau dy 13 bang ching chinh
thiec, chi ¢an cd hira vay thoi. B&i diy chang qua chi la twedng twgng cia
t0i, khong th€ ¢6 gia tri nhir mot bang chirng dwore. Khong nhirng vay, nd
con la hanh dong phan boi vi khach da ting & day. Nhwng thd'y ¢c6 Hozumi
nd lyc thé, t6i lai mudn ndi ra, vi biet dau s€ gidp ich gi d6 dwge cho co.
CoO ¢6 th€ hira voi t61 khong?”

“T6i hi€u r'oéi, tdi xin hira. T6i tuyét d6i s€ gitr bi mat, khong néi da nghe
chuyén twr ¢c6 Naomi dau.”

Naomi thé hit ra mot ho.



“T6i tin loi n6i d6 cna ¢6. Co ¢b th€ cho t6i xem lai tAm dnh ban nay
khong?”

“Véang.” Hozumi ddp, doan 16i anh ttr trong tii xach ra. Naomi nhin anh,
roi gat dau.

“Nhuw tdi vira n6i, toi khong gdp ngwoi dan 6ng nay hom mung 3 thang
Muoi. Nhung téi nghi kha nang cao ngwoi nay da nghi & day hdm d6.”

“Tai sao?”

“P¢€ gidi thich 1y do thi t6i lai phai k€ lai chuyén I'4n trwedrc vi khach nay
tro & day.”

“A, viéc d6 a,” Hozumi Risa 14t quyén s& tay. “Ban ndy toi dd nho mot
ngwoi khac tra lai. Hom mung 10 thang Bay. Anh ta da & diy dudi tén

A7 29

Nanbara Sadayuki. Piing theo 101 ¢ néi. C6 nho gidi that da'y.

“C0 qua khen a. That ra hom &y ¢6 mot vi khach nir khac cling da nghi &
khéch san chiing t6i. Chinh t6i da lam thu tuc nhan phong cho c6 &y nén
van nh¢é. Vi hdm 4y ngwedi phu nit kia da xirc nwd'c hoa mui hoa h'ong.”

“Hoa hdong sao?”

“T&t nhién khong it khdch xirc nwdc hoa nhung & trong quay van ngtri
tha’y r6 nhw vay thi hi€m lam. C6 diéu mui a8y khdong h€ n'ong, vi tdi con
budt miéng khen ‘Mui nwde hoa thom qué a.””

Hozumi Risa 14ng nghe trong sir bdi rdi. Han nhién c¢6 4y dang khong
bié€t chap ndi viéc nay v&i nhirng thir minh da diéu tra dwoc ra sao.

“R'6i dé€n sdang hdm sau, da xdy ra chit chuyén. Tra phong xong, vi
khach nam kia m&1i bdo anh ta da dit nham khan tam cta khéach san vao
trong cap xach ctia minh.”

“Ha?” Hozumi hdi giong cao vit. “Chuyén ¢ vira k€... ¢6 ding la vé
ngwoi dan 6ng nay khong vay?” Hozumi lai dwa tdm anh ra.

“Priing a. T6i nhan chié€c khan tam, va da hoi hoang hdt. Vi chi€c khin
tam Ay van con vieong lai mui nwdc hoa ma ngwoi phu nir kia da xiec.”

“Chuyén d6... Tirc 1a...” Hozumi tron xoe mét, miéng map may nhuw the
ca chép dang cho' moi.



“Tw phan nay chi la twedng twong cla tdi théi nhé.” Naomi rao trudce.
“T6i khong rd chi tiét, song téi doan ngwoi phu ni kia da t¢i phong cta vi
khdch nam no. Va con diing ca khin tim & phong d6 nira. The nén cdi khin
m&i vieong lai mui cia ¢d y. Nhung sau d6 vi khach nam lai khong may
nhét cdi khan vao hanh 1y cia minh.”

“Ttc 1a ho c6 quan hé ba't chinh, va da 1én ldt qua lai & khach san nay
a.’

Naomi ngoeo ¢6 khi nghe Hozumi néi vay. “Ciing c6 th€ nhwng toi lai
nghi hoi khac.”

“Khac?”
“To61 dodn d6 1a Tan dau tién ho gdp nhau.”
“Tai sao?”
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“Trudc tién, ho thué mdi ngwdi mot phong. Néu 12 Ién 1dt, thi chi can
mot phong 13 dd. Thit nita, cd hai déu thanh todn tién bang thé. Tirc 12 ca
hai déu dung tén that d€ dat phong.”

“Ra la vy. Nhung n€u 1a ho di cong tac, khong dung t€n that thi sé
khong 18y dwoe héa don d€ thanh todn, khong phai sao?”

“Cling ¢6 kha nang d6, nhwng 1én 1t thi ai lai t&i ca bar chir.”

“Bar?”

“Trong bang ké phi dich vu cta vi khach nam kia ¢c6 muc phi da st dung
bar tang thuwgng. Téi nhd d6 1a s6” tién kha 1on néu chi cho mot nguoi.
Hon ntra, vi khach nam &Yy cling da goi phuc vu phong. Anh ta da goi sam-
panh, loai reeqru it khi dwore ding d€ u6ng mot minh. Thanh ra tdi doan hai
ngwoi ho da gép nhau & bar, r'6i mdi cing nhau xudng phong vi khach nam
va udng thém sam-panh.”

“0...” N61 doan Hozumi Risa nhin mdt Naomi that lung.

“Sao thé"a?”

“Nhan vién khach san cac ¢ lic nao cting vay luén d6 ha? Quan sat ti
mi khach hang, roi dwa ra nhirng twdng twong?”



“Khong, néi lic nao cling vay thi khong phai... Téi chi quan sat khach
voi suy nghi biét dau sé gidp ich dwoe gi cho ho thoi.”

“Nhung chuyén ctia ba thdng tredc r'oi ma cd van nho tieng chi tiét nhw
vay thi ding 1a gidi that day.”
“Co gidau a.”

Du thyec ra hai ngwoi nay 1a treong hop dac biét. Hom 4y, khi ¢6 con
dang bang hoang tredc mui hwong veeong lai trén chiéc khan thi ngwoi phu
ntr kia da tdi trad phong. Doi hai ngeoi ho di khué't, o ki€m tra lai cdc muc
phi roi méi mudng twong ra dd thi chuyén nhw vay. Hanh dong ching
may vé vang ddi véi mot nhan vién khach san.

“T6i ndim dworc chuyén xay ra hom mung 10 thang Bay roi. Nhung quan
trong 12 hdm mung 3 thang Mwoi, ngeoi dan 6ng nay c6 nghi & day hay
khong kia.” Hozumi lai chi tay vao tdm anh.

“To6i van chwra néi t&i chuyén quan trong nha't nhi. C6 diéu nay khién toi
dodn nhiéu kha nang vi khach nam &Yy ciing da nghi & didy vao hom do.
Nhuw t6i da néi rat nhiéu Ian tw tredre, ding 1a hdm &Yy t6i khong thay vi
khach nam no, nhwng ngwoi phu nir kia thi ¢6.”

Hozumi tron mét 1én ngac nhién. “Nguwdi phu nir ¢6 mili hoa h'ong 47

“Co &y da trd phong ldc t6i dirng quay. Khi d6 mot nhan vién 1€ tin khdc
da lam thu tuc nhwng t6i dirng bén canh cling nhin ra cd 4y. Hom &y cd dy
deo kinh ram, nhwng t6i nghi minh khong nham. T4t nhién, khong the
khing dinh ring cd Ay t&i day la chic chin s& & cling vi khdch nam kia.”

“C0 ¢6 th€ cho t6i biét tén nguwoi phu nir d6 dwgrc khong?”

“Sao co’ a?” Naomi rut ngwoi lai. “Viée nay thi...”

Hozumi Risa cti d4u, chip hai tay lai.

“T6i hi€u, trach nhi€m ngh€ nghi€p khong cho phép o ti€t 10 tén khach
hang. Nhung viéc nay 13 d& bit toi pham. Toi xin cd dA’y. Nha't dinh toi s&
khong néi v&i ai da nghe chuyén ndy tir ¢d Yamagishi dau.” Hozumi van
trong tw thé cui lay, dau cui 1én xudng khong bi€t bao nhiéu lan.

Naomi thd dai.



“C0 dwng lam vay ntra. C6 lam vay thi toi cling chiu thoi. T6i khdng
nh¢ tén ¢6 gai d6 dau. N&u la khach quen thi con ¢6 kha nang chir tdi lam
sao nh& hét dwoc tén khach chi ghé qua ddy mot Tan.”

C6 khong néi doi. Ping 1a ¢6 da nghién ctru ra't ky bang ké phi dich vu
cta ca ngwoi phu nir kia nhwng tén thi ¢6 chi lwdt qua mét lwgt. C6 hoan
toan khdng nh¢ gi ca.

“Vay a. Ma ddng vay nhi. Viéc nay chic ching tdi danh phai ti lo r6i.”
Hozumi gai gai dau, vé tha't vong.

“Co tiép can dwgce voi tai liéu chinh thirc ctua khach san 1a to't nhat.
Nhung mong ¢6 Hozumi ding quén 1o hira ban dau véi toi. B&i chuyén vi
khach nam trong anh va ngwoi phu nir xtirc niwde hoa hwong hoa h'dong kia
du sao ciing chi 1a suy doan ca nhan. N&u ¢6 ctr coi d6 1a loi lam chirng r'oi
dén khi bj di€u tra ra d6 chi la suy doan h'6 d6 thi uy tin ctia khach san nay
s€ treg't doc khong phanh ma't. Ma hodc gia suy ludn cta toi ding ching
ntra, nhung néu né khong lién quan gi t&i vu an thi viéc nay s€ thanh ra
xam hai doii tw cia khach va vi pham nghia vy bdo mat ma ching t6i phai
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“T6i hi€u ma. To6i nha't dinh s€ gitr 1ol htra. Va tuyét d6i khong d€’'10 ra
tén ctia c6 Yamagishi dau. Nén cd cir yén tdm nhé.” Hozumi néi ddy tu tin,
roi1 di'm thyp vao nguc minh.



N ghe bdo cdo ciia Hozumi Risa, Motomiya chdn nan pha khéi thudc.

“Tém lai 14 c6 khong tim ra dwoc bang chirng chitng minh Nanbara d2
nghi & Cortesia Osaka hdm miung 3 thang Muoi diing khong?”

“T6i khong tim dwore ddu vEt hay nguwoi nao trong thd’y Nanbara &
khdch san d6 vao hom 4y.” Hozumi bdo cdo v&i giong citng nhéc. Tuy
nhién ‘L& hoi bia the gi¢i’ thi ding 13 da dwoc tO chirc trén bar tAng thuong
cta khach san, va trra hdm miing 4 thang Mwoi qua thét cling c6 mdt nhém
nguwoi Trung Qudc da 1am tha tuc trd phong.”

Motomiya hoi nhéch mdi 1én, khé€ ngoeo c0.

“Khong th€ coi viéc biét c6 18 hoi bia 1 bang chirng chirng minh anh ta
da tro & d&y hom mung 3 thang Muwoi dwoe. Ca viéc ma’y ngwoi Trung
Qudc kia ntra. Dao gan day, khach san nao ma chang toan nguoi Trung
Qudc. C6 the hidn dodn bira ma lai tring thdi.”

“Ciling c6 th&'a.”

“OK, OK. Thoi ciing danh vay. DAu sao ban d4u chung ta ciing da cheamg
mong do1i gi, dung khong Nitta?”

Nghe Motomiya néi vay, Nitta lién ddp, “Vang. Chuyén nay chic ciing
khong can bdo cdo trong cudc hop di€u tra [an nay dau.”

“Nhung t6i s€ bdo lai viéc nay v&i to tredng.” N6i doan Motomiya dui
di€u thud’c, quay sang Hozumi bao, “Co vat va roi,” sau d6 roi khoi khu
virc hut thudc.



Nitta cling theo Motomiya ra ngoai. Ngwri thad'y mui hoi am trén quan 4o,
anh nhan mat.

“Sao lai bat mot ngwdi khong hiit thudc hop & cdi novi nay chir. Thé nay
thi phan khu viyc hidt thudc voi khong hiit 1am cdi gi nira.”
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“Anh Nitta nay,” Hozumi di ra, rut re nhe mu6n néi diéu gi do

“C6 c6 danh sach khach tro hdm mung 3 thang Mwoi & khach san d6
ding khong? Tim gitp tdi xem liéu ¢6 ai c¢é kha nang lién quan t&i Nanbara
khong nhé. Du chic ngudi d6 ciing chéng dung tén that dau. Nhung bi€t 1a
v ich thi vAn phai 1am, khong cAp trén lai 1o nheo.”

“Vé van dé do, toi lai nhé ra chuyén nay,” Hozumi gior ngén trd 1én.
“Cai I'an dau tién ching ta gap Nanbara treong dai hoc 8y.”

“Thi sao?”

“H6m d6 chang phai ngwoi anh ta da tda ra mui nwdc hoa sao?”

Nitta chau may, nhin lai Hozumi. “Nwdc hoa?”

“Vang, nwdc hoa hwong hoa hong.”

“Vay sao?”

“Chéc chin vay. T6i chua néi chi thit ra toi rad't nhay cdm v&i cdc loai
mui.” Hozumi chi dau ngoén tay vao miii minh. “B& me t6i con bao mii toi
thinh nhw ché kia. T6i phan tng v&i cd nhirng mui ngwoi thwong khong
ngwi ra. Lic gap Nanbara cling vay.”

“Vay a. Nhung viéc do thi sao?”

“Khi ddy t6i da ba't gidc nghi, dan 6ng dan ang ma cling xtirc hwong hoa
hdng sao? Nhung sau dé toi quén béng mat la khdng the cé viéc &y dworc.
Trw phi, d6 1a 4m mui.”

“Y ¢6 la anh ta bi am mui nwdc hoa cia ngwoi khac?”

“Vang. C6 th€ ding khong?”

“U thi c6. Nhung la nwde hoa clia ai?”

“Van dé nim & d6 dd’y. Nanbara van con dodc than, ching ta cting khong
bi€t ban gdi ctia anh ta. Nhwng r6 rang 1a anh ta ¢4, & dau d6, mot ngwoi



phu nir v6 cuing than thi€t, t&'i mirc mli nwdc hoa ctia ¢6 ta dd am sang
nguwoi anh ta.”

Nitta chau may, chi vao ngwc Hozumi.

“Co dang 4m chi nguwrdi phu nir hin ta 1én 14t gdp & Osaka cling xtrc
nuwdc hoa hwong hoa h'ong dé da'y a?”

“Anh ta tham gia hdi nghi & Kyoto hdm miing 4, nén néu d6 1a mui
nuwdc hoa bi dm thi chi ¢6 th€ 1a vao dém mung 3 thoi. C6 khi nao ddng la
dém d6 anh ta da & cung phu nix khong? Phuy ntt ¢ ch'ong hay khong thi
khong biét nhirng chic chén 14 ho rat than thiét.”

“Chiing ta gip h&n hom mung 5, ching nhé mai hwong 4m vao tir hai
hom trude lai van con?”

“Mui hrong bi 4m vao ¢ Tay thi khé mat di 1dm. T6i biét 6i vu ngoai
tinh bi 10 tay chi vi chuyén nay.”

Nitta vAn dirng vay, khoanh hai tay, nhin xud'ng Hozumi.

“Ctr cho 1a vay di, nhwng lam sao d€ tim ra ngwoi phu niv d6?”

“T6i...” Hozumi 1€n ti€ng. “T6i tin anh Nanbara da nghi ¢ khach san
Cortesia Osaka. Vi anh &y chang c¢6 1y do gi d€' n6i doi ca. Du rat ti€c,
chuy&n cong tac I'an nay t6i khong tim ra dwgc bang chirng nao.”

“Thé t6i m&i hdi ¢ dinh lam céach gi? Danh sach khach tro dau thé€
mach cho ta biét ai 1a ngwoi xirc nwdc hoa hwong hoa h'ong?”

“T6i c6 muon ca phi€u thong tin cia khach day a. Phi€u nay dwoc viét
bang tay nén kha niang cao con lwru lai dd'u van tay.”

“Thé thi sao? C6 dinh ngi hét ddng da’y r'di tim cho ra cdi phi€u con
mui kia chic?”

Anh tinh chgoc ma nhin Hozumi lai ro 1a nghi€m tuc.

“Nhuw ban nay tdi bdo cdo, ngay mung 10 thang Bdy, anh Nanbara ciing
da nghi & Cortesia Osaka. C6 th€ hdm dé anh ta cling da & cung c6 gai xtrc
nwde hoa hwong hoa h'ong.”

“H6m d6 anh ta 187y tén that ma. Sao c6 th€ chi?”



“Cai do6 thi cling chwa chac, phai xac nhan mdi biét dwoc.”
“Xdc nhan ki€u gi co?”

“Thét ra t6i d@ mwon ca phi€u thong tin ciia khach ngay mung 10 thing
Bay. Néu do6i chi€u v&i ddu van tay in trong phi€u ngay mung 3 thang
Muoi, thi du ngwoi kia c6 ding tén gia, chiing ta cling sé xdc dinh dworc
c6 phai cling mét ngwoi hay khong.”

Giong Hozumi Risa todt 1én vé ddy ty tin. Hoi ba't ngor, Nitta nhin cham
chim mit Hozumi. Chirng nhu khong chiu ndi diéu d6, ¢d hoi chéch miét
nhin 1én phia trén.

Nghi t&i nghi lui mot h'oi, Nitta méi 14m bam, “Y twdng d6 ciing dwgrce
day chw.”

Mit Hozumi bdng nhién sang bung I1én. “Diing khong?”

“DAu sao viéc diéu tra ké that sy giy 4n cling dang gidm chén tai chd,
chi ¢6 cdch bit Nanbara khai ra thdi. N&u chuyén nay c6 th€ tré thanh con
at cha bai cta ching ta thi qua tot. D€ t6i thir € xua't voi to trerdng xem
sao.” Nitta rdo bwdc, Hozumi ciing voi vang theo sau.

Inagaki chdp nhin dé xui't ciia Nitta va Hozumi. Ngay 14p tirc, mot cudc
d61 chi€u da'u véan tay quy mo 1on dwoe ti€n hanh. Ca hai ngay d6 déu c6
dén vai tram phi€u thong tin khach tro. Nhwng né€u chi tinh ntr gi¢i thi cling
gidm di dwoe phian nao.

Trude khi d67 chiéu ddu van tay ho dd nim dwoc s& lwong nhung vi
khéch cung tro cd hai ngay d6. Vi néu dung tén that thi chi can nhin phan
chtr ky la ra. Qué ntra s& d6 hinh nhw déu 1a khach quen.

Ngay thir hai ti€n hanh d6i chi€u dd'u van tay, Inagaki cho goi Nitta,
cung v&i Motomiya va ca Hozumi téi.

“Phia gidm dinh tim ra r'6i.” N6i doan anh ta dat mét tor gid’y khd A4 in
hinh anh gi d6 1én mat ban.

Motomiya cam 18y to gid’y. Nitta ng'6i bén canh cling nhom sang.



Trén d6 in hai to phi€u thdng tin khach tro. Mot to 1a cia ngay mung 10
thang Bay, to’ con lai 1a ngay mung 3 thang Muwoi.

“Hai da'u van tay nay tring khop a?”
Nghe Motomiya héi, Inagaki chi ddp gon 16n, “U'r

Nitta ki€m tra phian chit ky. O’ phi&u hém ming 10 thdng Bay 12 tén
Hatakeyama Reiko, con hém miing 3 thang Mwoi 1a Suzuki Hanako.

“Hai chwr ‘ko’ nay vi€t gidng nhau.”

Nitta nhan xét, Inagaki cling gat dau that manh.

“C6 vé dung la but tich cua cling mdt ngwoi.”

“Suzuki Hanako a. Pay r6 rang 1a tén gid.” Motomiya I1én ti€ng.

bia chi & phi€u thong tin d6 1a Minamiaoyama, quan Minato, Tokyo.
Con dia chi cia ngwoi tén Hatakeyama Reiko thi & Yokohama.

“Hatakeyama Reiko la tén that,” Inagaki ha giong noi.
M3t Nitta bdng tré nén sic lem. “That a?”

“Hom d6 cd ta dung thé de thanh toan. Danh ba khéch tro ciia khach san
lru lai nhir vay.” N6i doan Inagaki quay qua nhin Hozumi, mit vo cling sic
sdo. “Chau nay khéo cd6 Hozumi 14p cong to roi daYy.”

N canh sét tré dudi thaamg lung, cdi dau, “Cam on s€p a.”

Inagaki cwoi kho.

“Nhung ché ¢6 vui ming sém. Chwra chic Nanbara da & cing nguoi
phu nr nay dau.” Inagaki dwa mat nhin lai phia Motomiya. “Tim hi€u gap
ngwoi phu nr nay gidp t6i. Nhung nhé can trong day.”

“T61 hi€u a,” Motomiya dap. “Vi néu day diung 1a nhan tinh cua

] ya dap y dung
Nanbara, ra't ¢ thé’ con ¢6 ndi tinh gi d6.”

“Um. Nho cdu vay.” Mét Inagaki lai 4nh 1én mot vé sic lem.



ai gan chi&c binh trang tri trén k&, Hozumi dudi thaamg leng, nhdm vao

bén trong. C4i binh cao khodng nim muoi centimet, b€ mét c6 v€ hinh
bong hoa cliing chiéc quat gif'y xde rong bang nhirng gam mau vo ciing bt
mat. N6i cho diing thi day 12 lo hoa chi chfmg phai binh.

“T6i khong th€ hi€u nguwoi trang tri chi€c lo nay nghi gi. Cdi ké thi to
dung ma lai dat nhan chi€c 1o nay bén trén. Lang phi dién tich qua the.”

“Pung ¢6 so v&i phong minh. Nha ngueoi ta rong thé nay co ma. Rong
c& nay khong trang tri c6 ma am dam ch&t ma't.” Nitta ddo mat mot vong
khip phong. Cin phong chic phai rong c¢& gan 20 chi€u. Mot bo sofa da
that ké theo hinh chr U ciing v&i mot chié€c ban dd cam thach dat & gitra.

“Hoanh trang that da’y. Kinh doanh salon lam dep phét dat thé cor a?”

“Cung tuy cach kinh doanh thoi. T61 thi sao ciing dwoc, nhung tot nha't
¢ khong nén ddng cham vao @6 dac nha ngwoi ta.” Tha'y Hozumi mon
men vudt ve cdi 1o, Nitta khuyén ngin. “Chéc 12 g&'m Arita day, I1ém co d6
chiic cling tAm mot triéu yén. C6 lam v& thi c6 ma dén mét nghi.”

“Ha, th&"4. Chét that, chét that.” Hozumi quay lai, ng'6i xudng canh
Nitta.

Hai ngwoi ho dang c6 mit tai cong ty clia Hatakeyama Reiko &
Yokohama. Mdt cong ty kinh doanh mang salon toc va cau lac bd thé duc
the hinh. Sau khi xwng la canh sat va dé nghi dwoc gap gidm dd'c cong ty
v&i 1€ tn, ho dwoc dan tdi cin phong tiép khdch nay.

Mot 14t sau, ti€ng go ctra vang 1én. “Mai vao,” néi doan Nitta dieng day.



Ctra m& ra, mot nguoi phu nir bude vao. Ngwoi nay mac 4o com-1é
tring, ciing chiéc 40 b6 mau h'dng bén trong. Theo diéu tra, ngudi nay 40
tudi, nhwng nhin thye t€ thi tré hon. Mai toc dai ngang vai trong that hop
voi khuén mat mang mot vé dep la.

“Xin 10i vi d€ cdc vi cho 14u, cong viée cha tdi lu bu qua.” Giong
Hatakeyama khan khan.

“C6 gi dau a. Chung t6i m&i phai xin 106i vi da 1am phién chi trong liic
ban ron.” Nitta gio’ thé cdn cwdc, nhdc lai tén minh va gidi thiéu Hozumi
Risa.

La 1Am trede canh sdt nit hay sao ma Hatakeyama nhin Hozumi vé day
t0 mo mot chdc réi méi dwa tay ra néi, “Xin moi ng'di.” Mot lan khi nhe
nhang dich chuyén vé phia Nitta.

“T6i xin phép,” ndi doan Nitta ngdi xudng sofa, ddi dién voi
Hatakeyama. Chinh khoanh khac dé, anh ¢6 cam gidc nhw trdi tim minh da
bi 4nh mat ctia ngwoi nay thu hit.

“Céc vi tim t6i c6 viéc gi vay?” Hatakeyama hdi.

Nitta nhan ra minh dang than ca ngwoi. Anh voi vang chinh don lai tw
th€’, doan li€m moi.

“That ra, ching to61 dang di€u tra mot vu &n mang. Va cd viéc nay ra't
mudn nho’ chj Hatakeyama xac nhan gidp.”

“Viéc gi vay a?”

Nitta ddnh mét v&i Hozumi. Trude khi ho di, Inagaki c6 dé xui't nén d&
Hozumi héi, vi bié€t dau nhw thé” d6i phwong s€ bot canh giac hon.

Hozumi gi& sO tay, hit mot hoii that sdu. Nhin tay Hozumi, anh bi€t cd
dang cing thang.

“T6i mudn hoi vé hom mung 3 thang Mwoi. Hom d6 chi Hatakeyama da
& dau vay a?”

Nitta quan sat mit Hatakeyama, cd ging khong d€' 16 bat ky sy bién ddi

nao, du nho nhat. Tuy nhién, ra't ti€c, anh khong thdy sy rung dong hay bdi
61 nao ca.



“Rd&t cudc 1a vu an nao vay a? C6 lién quan dén toi sao?”

“A, cdi d6 thi ching t6i chwa th€ ndi gi ca. Vay nén ra't ti€c cling khong
thé tiét 10 ndi dung vu an dwoc. Toi xin 16i.”

Hatakeyama hit mdt hoi that sdu. Ngwe hoi won, mat ha't 1€n cao, doan
nhin xudng c6 canh sat tré.

“T6i khong bi€t nhiéu vE canh sat. Nhwng héi ai d6 & dau vao ngay nay
thang nay chang phai 1a d€ xac nhan bang chirng ngoai pham sao? T6i bj
tinh nghi trong vu 4n nao vay?”

“Khong phai lic nao cling thé dau a...”

“The viéc nay la sao?”

“That ra 1a, mot nhan vat lién quan t&i vu 4n khang dinh da & mot noi no
vao hdm d6. Nén ching tdi phai hdi ngwoi cling da & noi nay d€ xac nhan
thye hwe. Chi ¢in chiing t6i xac nhan dwoc ngwoi kia khong lién quan gi toi
vu 4n, ngay lap tirc chiing t6i s€ x6a cudc néi chuyén nay khdi h'd so’. Nén
mong chi giup cho a.” Hozumi n6i giong vo cung nhiét huyet.

C6 nang tra 1o sudn sé, khong chiit ling ting nhw the’ chic vi di lwong
tredrc dwoe cau hoi.

“Poi da, néi vay chang phai cac vi da bi€t tdi & dau vao hom dé a?”
Hatakeyama ndi. Giong chi ta day vé khé chiu.

Hozumi Risa li€c v0i vé phia Nitta. Han 1a c6 nang dang khong biét do1i
dap ra sao.

“Vang.” Nitta d4p lai dirt khodt. “Diing nhw chij néi, chiing t6i dd ndm
dwore dai khai. Nhung né€u c6 the, chiing t6i vin mudn nghe tryc tiép tir
chi.”

Do6i méit Hatakeyama thodng 4nh 1én vé lanh liing, nhin thi'u moi str.

“Tai sao cac anh bi€t? Cac anh nghe tw ai?”

“Cai nay thi chi cr tuy ¥ suy dodn. Cach thirc di€u tra thi ching ti ¢
nhi€u ldm.”

Trén khu6n mit lai Ty cta vi nir doanh nhan, moi bi€u cam déu bién
sach trong tich tic. Chirng nhw trong dAu ngudi nay, vo s& nhitng toan tinh,



dung tdm dang hoat dong hé€t cOng sud't.

R6i moi chi ta ctir ddng.

“Pay la viéc rieng nén t61 khong mudn néi.”

“Mong chi hop tac a.” Nitta cui dau. Hozumi Risa ng'6i bén canh ciling
lam theo.

“Panh vay,” Hatakeyama Reiko thé dai. “Hom d6 toi & Osaka.”

Nitta ngdhg mit 1&n. “Chd nao cua Osaka a?”

Hatakeyama vira nhin thing vao mét Nitta, vira dép, “Khéch san
Cortesia Osaka.”

“Chi & d6 mOt minh a?”

“Vang.”

“Chi ngu lai d6 a?”

“Vang.”

“Chi dén Osaka c6 viéc gi vay a?”

Long may bén phai v&i dwong nét ra't dep chia co ta dot nhién nhwdong
1€n. “Tai sao tdi phai ndi ca chuyén d6? Theo nhw anh giai thich ban niy thi
diéu d6 dau can thi€t nhi.”

“Chi n6i phai, toi xin 16i.” Nitta ttrc thi hdi 16i. Mudn ding ti€u xao vdi
ngwoi thong minh dau c6 dé. “Chj di ding tén that @& nhan phong a?”

Hatakeyama hit mot hoi r6i mdi lac dau dap, “Khong, toi dung tén gid.”

“Tai sao... A khong, chj khong can tra 1 cau hdi nay. Chi dd ding tén
givay?”

Pén day, chi ta cling ngirng mot 1at réi moi dap, “Suzuki Hanako.”

“Chi da & khach san trong bao 1au?”

“T6i nhan phong quang 7 gio’ t6i hdm mung 3 thi phai. R6i trd phong
ldc hon 10 gio sang hém sau.”

Hozumi ng61 bén canh voi vang vi€t lai thong tin. Nitta thodng li€c ¢o ta
r'oi lai nhin vé phia Hatakeyama. “Chj c¢6 hay t&i Osaka khong a?”



“MOot nam vai Ian. Vi cong ty tdi ¢6 chi nhanh & d6.”

“Nhwng hom mung 3 thi khong phai vi cong viéc ding khong a? Chi da
dung tén gia ma.”

Hatakeyama li€c xéo Nitta, doan nhin xudng dong h'¢ deo tay.

“Néu khong con cau hoi nao khac thi t6i xin phép duwng & day.”

“Cudi cling, ching tdi mudn chj xem cdi nay.” Nitta ddnh mét ra hiéu
voi Hozumi.

Hozumi 18’y tA'm anh tw trong cdp ra, doan hoi, “Chj ¢6 biét nguoi dan
ong nay khong?”

D6 chinh 1a birc anh chan dung cia Nanbara Sadayuki.

Hatakeyama li€c nhin tdm anh, 1anh dam dép, “T6i khong quen ngwoi
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nay.

“Chi cr nhin k§ xem a,” Nitta vira quan st phan trng vira @€ nghi. “Chi
cé tung gdp ngwoi nay & khach san khong?”

“T6i lam kinh doanh nén nh& mat ngwoi ra't tot nhirng nguwoi nay thi toi
chwa gip. Vay da @i chwa nhi. T6i dang v6i.”

“Vang, cam on chi da hop tac a.”

“Cam on chi rd't nhiéu a,” Hozumi néi thém. Nhung khi 8y,
Hatakeyama da ding ddy, quay lung bo di.

Lic ra khoi cong ty, Nitta 1én ti€ng, “Vay la da ro. Ping 1a ngwoi phu
nwr d6 roi. Co cling nghi vay ding khong?”

“Pung la c6 gi d6. Ngay twr dau chi ta da ra't canh giac. Ca viéc chi ta td
ra khé chiju khi bj hdi bing chirng ngoai pham ciing that ky la.”

Nitta dirng budc, quay sang nhin Hozumi. “Thé th6i a?”

“Sao cora?”’

“Pdt nhién canh sat t&i tim, ngwoi ta canh giac 1a dwong nhién, con bi
héi bang chirng ngoai pham trong khi chang bi€t dé 1a vu an gi thi ai chang
khé chiu. M&y phan tng d6 c6 gi la dau.”



“Vay sao lai ‘dard’ a?”

Nitta dom mdt Hozumi Risa. “C6 khong bi€t that day a?”

C6 ta chép mét bdi rdi. Nitta s¢ miii minh.

“Chij ta xtrc nwé'c hoa hwong hoa h'ong. T6i nhin ra ngay lic gép.”
“A.” Hozumi ha miéng 10 to.

“C0 khong ngtri tha'y a? Sao bao miii thinh nhw ché ma?”

“A, tai miii ti hom nay dang bi nghet. Nhung diing 12 th& da’y a. T6i
cling c¢6 ngti thd'y. Mui hoa h'ong, ding vay.”

Bi Nitta nhin chdm chim, Hozumi khé xt 1ui lai mét bude. “Sao the a?”

“Khong, khong ¢6 gi. Mau vEé vin phong r'oi con bdo cdo.” Nitta buoc
di.

“Chi mdi mui hoa hdong d6 thi khong the khfmg dinh dwoc.” Nghe chuyén
ctia nhom Nitta xong, bieu cam cua Inagaki c¢6 vé u am. “Trong chi ta th&’
nao? C6 boi roi gi khong?”

Nitta biu méi, 15c dAu.

“Nguwoc lai con rat dwong hoang. Ch§ng bi€t chj ta khong c6 gi mo am
hay da lwong trede duge viée canh sét sé toi nira. Nhung trrong hop nao
thi ngwoi nay cling khong phéi hang vira. Ching ta khong the so’ sud't
dwoc.”

“Nhung diu sao ciing da x4c nhan dwgc viéc Hatakeyama da & Cortesia
Osaka vao hom mung 3 dung khong?”

“Chéc chj ta nghi c6 gid'u cling khong dwore. Vi canh sdt da dén tan noi
nhw vay thi han da diéu tra ra dwore bang chirng. C6 1€ chj ta khong thich sé
bi diéu tra nay kia néu 1o’ néi d&i khong trét Iot.”

“C6 th€. Thé& gio sao day?” Inagaki hdi Motomiya ng'di bén canh.

“Van dé 1a ngwoi phyu nir d6 ¢6 lién quan gi tdi vu dn khong. Ma khong,

¢ 1€ trredre tién phai tim hi€u xem ¢6 ta c6 ding 1a nhén tinh cia Nanbara
khong da.”



Qua that, Nitta cling chwa ¢6 cau trd 101 cho nghi van 8y. C6 the ding 1a
hin da gdp Hatakeyama & Osaka, nhung anh khong thay viéc nay lién quan
gi t&i vu an ca.

Cénh sat da nim dworc 1y lich cia Hatakeyama. Chi ta 1a con gdi mot clia
mot doanh nhan & Yokohama, sau khi t6t nghiép trrong dai hoc ciing &
Yokohama, chi ta da di du hoc & My hai nam. Pén khi vé nuoc,
Hatakeyama vao 1am cho mdt cdng ty nwde ngodi, d&n nim 30 tudi, thi bat
dau khéi nghiép dudi sy tror gitp cia bé minh. Salon cham séc¢ da tdn go'c
cta chij ta da gat hai dwoc ra't nhiéu thanh céng. T d6 chi ta con mé thém
nhié€u chi nhanh & trong thanh phd”. Hatakeyama k&t hon nam 32 tudi.
Ch'dng Hatakeyama hon chi ta mwoi tudi, va cling 1a ban dong hanh, canh
tay phai ctia chij ta ttr thoi ky khéi nghiép. Hai ngwoi d6 hién van 1a vor
chdng. B&i vay, néu Hatakeyama ding l1a d6i tweong cua Nanbara, thi ¢é 1€
hin khong néi doi vé viéc “da gip mot phu nit c6 chdng vao dém ming 3
thang 10.”

V¢ chong Hatakeyama van chwa c6 con. Chj ta mat me tir so'm, nén
hién chi con ngwoi bd” 82 tudi la rudt thit. Nhwng ngwoi d6 ciing da song
thye vat tr miia xudn nam nay vi bi ddt quy. Nghe néi bd’ chi ta ciing khé
ma khoe lai dwoe, va c6 th€ra di bat cr ldc nao.

Nhung dau c6 diéu tra ki€u gi, thi chuyén ndy ciling chang lién quan gi
ti vu 4n kia ca. Ma von di n6 ciling khong hé lién quan t&i Nanbara. Nén
chi ¢6 th€ két luan Hatakeyama v6 can v&i vy dn Tan nay.

Ho quyét dinh s€ tri€u tdp Nanbara mdt [an nwra. 6} phong hoi cung,
Nitta dwa cho hdn xem bitc 4nh ctia Hatakeyama.

“Nguroi ma anh da gdp hom ming 3 thang Mwoi ¢é phai ngwoi phu niv
nay khong?”

Anh mét Nanbara 16 rd vé& kinh ngac va chodng vang. RG rang hén ta
khdng ngd canh st lai diéu tra ra dwore. C6 18 hin ciing da ¢ d€ khong
thay d6i sdc mit, song ma hin van ciing Ién, tai dd birng. Motomiya dang
ng'0i bén canh Nitta hoi nhwdng 16ng may 1én.

Ay th& nhung, hin ta vin khong chiju thira nhan. “Khéng phai,” hin ddp
ma nhw the rén [én.



“La that da’y. Tai sao anh ctr phai chdi ddy day vay? Chi can thira nhin
13 anh c6 bing chitng ngoai pham. Con né&u khong mudn méi quan hé cia
hai ngueoi bi 10 ra ngoai thi ching tdi cling sé ¢d tim cdch gi d6. Van c6 the
gid'u anh chong kia. To1 nghi anh nén thanh that di thi hon.”

Nhung thai dd ctia Nanbara van khong hé suy suyén.
“T6i khong chdi. Khong phai thi téi bdo khong phai thdi. Téi khong bi€t
ngwoi phu niv d6. Cac anh dung ép t6i.”

Thay Nanbara td 16 vé buc tirc, Nitta chi bi€t nhin hét Motomiya dén
Hozumi.

Sau rdt, hdm nay ho ciling lai danh d€ Nanbara ra vé nhw thé’,

R'6i ho quay lai van phong ctia ban diéu tra, bdo cdo tinh hinh v&i
Inagaki. Nghe tin Nanbara vin khong chju thtra nhan, t0 tredng mit khé
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dam dam, dap, “The"a.

“T6i cling cheamg hi€u chuyén nay th& nao nira. Nhin bi€u hién ctia hén ta
thi rd rang 12 ding. Nguwdi phu nit d6 chinh 12 nhan tinh ctia hin ta. Tai sao
hén nha't dinh khong chiu nhén, toi that khong tai nao hi€u ndi.” Motomiya
bwc doc noi.

Inagaki dwra mét nhin sang Nitta, “Con ciu nghi sa0?”

“Em cling giéng anh Motomiya a. R rang Idc trong thd'y anh
Hatakeyama, hin ta da dao dong.”

“ffm,” Inagaki gat dau.

“Néu kha nang quan sét cua cac cau khong cé van dé gi, thi Nanbara c6
bang chitng ngoai pham. Nhung tai sao hin lai mudn che gidu diéu d6?
Chuyén hén nha't dinh phai gidu kin, diu c6 bj tinh nghi gi&t nguwdi kia that
rala gi?”

Nitta va Motomiya chi bi€t im ldng tred'c cdu hdi ma vi sép dit ra. B&i
c6 nghi nat 6c, ho cling chwa the' tim ra dép an.



anh ctra ty dong md ra, noi Nitta dat chan vao 1a mot khong gian dwoc

bao boc b&i birc twrong mau nau den diy vé sang trong. Dwdi anh dén
vira phai, nhirng chi€c ghé& boc da x&p thanh hang. Trong chang khac nao
quén bar cua mdt khach san cao cap.

“Xin chao quy khach,” mot phu ntr trong trang phuc com-1&é niém né
chao anh tir phia quay I€ tAn dit bén tréi.

Nitta vura ti€n lai gan vira tho tay vao tdi 4o trong. Hozumi ciing theo
sau anh.

“Xin 151, chiing t6i khong phai 1a khdch.” Nitta gio’ phit hiéu canh sit ra.

Guong mét ngwoi phu nit hoi danh lai. Vira nhin khudn miét dé, Nitta
vira ti€p, “Toi ¢ th€ gdp quan 1y cia cd khong?”

“Xin cac vi cho’ cho moét chit a” néi doan ngwoi phu nir nha'c dién thoai

dit bén canh, trao d6i kin ddo gi d6. Mt 14t sau, co ta ngat dién thoai, thdng
bdo v&i Nitta, “Cira hang tredng s€ dén ngay day a.”

Chi loang sau, mdt phu nir tAm trén dwdi 30 mot chidt xud't hién. Co ta
xung tén 1a Maemura.

Hai ngwoi Nitta dweoc din t¢1 phong ctia nhan vién bén canh. Ban gh&’
trong phong ké 16n xdn, vai nhan vién con dang x€p nhtrng thung carton dat
vao ké twong. Bau khong khi that khac voi cira hang bén ngoai.

O sau trong phong nhan vién, c6 mdt khoang trong dwoe chia ra nho
vach ngan dat chi€c ghé& sofa don gian, c6 1€ d6 1a khu ti€p khach. Nitta va



Hozumi cung ng'61 xudng sofa.

Ho dang & mot trong s& nhirng salon lam dep cia Hatakeyama Reiko.
Ta't nhién salon nay hoi khac nhirng noi khac, vi & day phuc vu khach nam.

“H6m nay ching tdi d&€n day la d€ xac nhan mot viéc.” Nitta lai gitr birc
anh chyp Nanbara ra. “Nguwoi dan 6ng nay da teng dén day I'an nao chwa?”

Maemura nhin xudng birc dnh, mat u dm. “Chidng tdi khong the€ nho hét
mat khach, nén la...”

“Vay con tén thi sao? Chic ctra hang cic ¢ ciing phai c6 danh sach hdi
vién chi.”

“Chung t6i c6, nhwng do 1a thong tin ¢4 nhan cta khéach nén t6i khong
the tw quyét dwoce...”

“Vdy t6i ¢6 th€ néi chuyén voi cap trén cia c6 khong? Néu cac ¢od can
1€nh thi ching toi s€ chuan bj.”

Maemura chép mét vé bdi roi, doan néi, “T6i sé trao dGi vdi cap trén,
van phong ctia chung t6i ciing & dy ludn, anh &y dang & d6.”

“Vay a. The phién c6 nhé.” Nitta cui dau.

Sau khi Maemura di khoi, Nitta ndi 10ng ca vat. Quay sang bén canh,

anh thd'y Hozumi dang doc to’ roi khong hi€u 18y dwore twr lic nao.

“O, con ¢b ca nguoi triét toc ludn 4? PE né moc mdt chiit trong méi
banh chwe.”

Nghe viy, Nitta lai nho d&€n mai toc lwa thwa cia Nanbara.

Suy dodn bi€t dau Nanbara tirng 1a khach cua salon la do Inagaki dwa ra.
Qua that ra't ¢6 the’ ho da quen nhau nho thé€'. V&i mot ngweoi luén cho rang
chi c6 phéi nir m&i dé€n salon lam dep nhw Nitta thi ddy qua 1a mot phat
ki¢n 1am cho anh sdng mit.

Hinh nhw ¢6 ai d6 dang di vao, roi mot ngwoi dan 6ng xud't hién. Theo
sau la Maemura.

Nitta doom dirng day thi anh ta bao, “Anh c ng6i di a. Hai vi vat va
roi.” Poan vira néi vira chia danh thiép ra. Bén dudi phian chirc danh gidm
doc quan ly la cdi tén Yabe Yoshiyuki.



“That xin 161 vi da doi hoi ma’y viéc phién phirc trong lic moi nguoi
dang ban ron,” Nitta cdo 16i.

“Khong ¢6 gi dau a, viéc quan trong thi méi phai vy chi.”

Ngudi nay chic c& trén duwdi ngii tuan. Mot ngwdi dan 6ng ddng dap,
chiéu cao déu vwra phai, gwong mat toat 1én vé sang trong. Madi téc ngan tao
vé chin chu. Hiéu qua cta lam dep ddy ma, Nitta nghi bung.

“HOm triede hinh nhw cdc vi cling da dén chd Hatakeyama r'oi ding
khong a?”

Nitta hoi ba't ngo triede cau hdi chia anh ta. “Anh cling biét a?”
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Anh ta cwoi khiic khich. “Co &y 1a v t6i.”

“Sao cora?”’

“T6i 1a ch'ong cia Hatakeyama. Vo toi dung ho cii trong ldc lam viéc.”

“A.” Nitta nhin lai to danh thi&p. Tirc 12 tén that ctia ngwdi nay 1a
Hatakeyama Yoshiyuki a.

“H6m tredre hinh nhw cdc vi da hdi vé hanh tung ctia vor t6i nhi. Con
hom nay thi lai héi vé khach ctia ching t6i... Cac vi dang di€u tra vu dn
nao thé& a?”

“RAa't xin 101, nhung chiing t6i khong the néi rd v&i anh dwgre. Vi lai
chiing t6i ciing khong nim dwoc chi tiét. Ching toi chi 1am theo 1énh cap
trén thoi.”

Yoshiyuki khong hoan toan hai long v&i cach gidi thich d6 nhwng cling
gat dau, “Vay a. Cac vi mudn tra xem ngwoi dan 6ng nao d6 ¢ phai la hoi
vién cda ctra hang chiing t6i khong nhi.”

“Vang, nguoi dan 6ng nay a. Anh ta tén 1a Nanbara Sadayuki.” Nitta dwa
anh cho anh ta xem.

“Vay d€ toi tra thir a,” Maemura dirng ding sau dé nghi.

“Khong, 1am vy cdc vi ddy chic khong thodi mai dau. C6 cit @& ho xem
s0 hdi vién v&i sO kinh doanh réi tw tim.” Yoshiyuki nhin Nitta. “Thé” s
hay hon chir a?”



“Dworc vay thi tot quia a.”

“C0 dan hai vi dy di nhé,” anh ta néi v&i Maemura.

“Hozumi, cd di cung cd &y di,” Nitta n6i voi Hozumi. C6 git dau, mat
day vé hiéu thing, doan dirng day.

“Ngwoi dan 6ng nay 1a nghi pham cta vu dn nao d6 sao?” Hai nguoi kia
di khéi roi Yoshiyuki hoi.

“A khong, hién vin chwa...” Nitta bd léng cdu néi. Nhung trong bung
thi ty nhu tham Anh ta co thé’la nhdn tinh cua vor anh day.

Nitta v&i 18y to roi ma ban nady Hozumi da doc. Phia bén dwdi liét ké
danh sach cac cira hang.

“Nghe néi hién hai vor ch'ong anh dang cuing 1&o 1di cong ty nhung truedc
day thi vor anh 1a nguoi gy dyng a? Du ldc d6 chi nha tAm 30 tudi nhi. Chij
Ay that gidi qua. Anh han 1a chd dya virng chii 1dm.”

“To1 co6 gidp gi dwore dau.”

“Véy a.,’

“Vor t6i thanh cdng dwore nhwr hém nay 1a nho’ vao ba thir.” Yoshiyuki
gio ba ngén ctia ban tay phai 1én. “Tinh yéu, s diing cdm va may mén. Toi
nghi moi nguoi déu it nhi€u ¢6 nhirng thir d6. Nhung nhirng thir ma v toi
c6 cue ky manh liét. Va khi k&€t hop dwoc ca ba thir d6 lai voi nhau, c6 Ay
s€ phat huy dwoc mot sirc manh v6 cung ky diéu. Tham chi con chi phdi
dwoc ca trdi tim ctia con nguwoi nira kia. Chi t6i thi chi di theo c6 &y thoi.
Nén ngay ca viéc & r€, toi cling chang may do dw.”

“C6 sao dau a. Tinh yéu cua anh chi manh liét thé” co ma. Hin 1a chi nha
phai yéu anh 14m nhi.”

“A vang.” Yoshiyuki ddp khong chiit ngai ngiing. “T6i ciing rd't yéu vor
toi. Du c6 vi€c gi xay ra thi t6i cling s€ bao vé cd ay.”

“Nghe anh néi vay t6i that ngwong md qua.”

“Cam on anh,” Yoshiyuki cui dau.

Phdi chdng ngwoi dan 6ng nay da biét minh bi cdm sirng? BAat gic,
Nitta nghi vay.



Chang bao 1au sau, Hozumi quay lai. Nitta héi “Sao r'6i?”” nhwng cd
cling chi chan nan lac dau.



itta rori mét khoi man hinh mdy tinh, ding dau ngén tay day day hai bén
th4i dwong. Nhin man hinh 1au ddm mat anh hoi dau. R'i anh xoay c¢&
sang hai bén, xwrong vai kéu ring ric.

BAat gidc quay ra nhin, & phia xa, Hozumi dang hd miéng ra ma nga va
trong con nhu sip ngdy d&n noi.

Nitta bén ném cdi chai rdng dit bén canh. Thé ndo ma cdi chai ha cdnh
ding gitra tran Hozumi.

C6 ta mé& mét nhin ngo’ ngéc.

“Nay,” Nitta goi. “Ngu thi ki€m chd khdc ma ngt, ding d€ toi bj phan
tam.”

“Oi, tdi xin 16i.” Hozumi dwa mu ban tay 1&n quét mép. Chéic co ta ngli
d&n mirc nhd ca dai ra roi.

Hai ngwoi dang & trong mot can phong nhd cia S& Canh sat. Ho mang
so y&€u 1y lich ciia Nanbara va Hatakeyama t&i hong tim xem gitra hai
nguoi ¢6 di€m chung nao khong. Nhung t&i gior van chua tim ra gi ca.

“Theo t6i thi ta lam viéc nay chi t6n cong vo ich.” N6i doan Hozumi
Risa v0i vang xua tay that manh. “A nhwng y td6i khong phai viéc nay chan
ngdt dau nhé.”

“Cai gi ton cong vo ich co?”

“Thi hai ngwoi d6 1am gi ¢6 diém chung dau. Chic chan hdm ming 10
thang Bay ho m¢&i gdp nhau Tan dau & Cortesia Osaka. Ki€u choi boii thoi
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“Sao co6 dam chic vay?”
“Do... trgec gidc cta phuy nw thoi.”
Nitta thé phi ra.

“Néu cdi tree giac d6 cia cd ma ddng, thi voi Nanbara, Hatakeyama
cting dau quan trong gi. Ma da vay, thi chi ta c6 bi khui chuyén ngoai tinh
hay khong hin quan tim 1am gi, ctt thodi mdi ma khai bang ching ngoai
pham c¢6 phai hon khong?”

“Hwm, cling ddng nhi.”

“Nhung n&u hin khdng 1am vy thi han 12 phai ¢6 s tinh sau xa gi d6.
N6i ngwoc lai, néu ching ta bi€t viéc &y 1a gi thi ¢6 the’ vu an s€ dwoe lam
sang t0. Pwng ¢6 can nhan ntra, lo ma ki€m tra cho hét d6ng tai liéu kia di.
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“R0O,” Hozumi gior mot tay 1€n.
Co dang gion cho'i toi ddy a, Nitta chau may.

Viéc diéu tra van roi vao bé tic nhw trede d6. Ra't nhiéu diéu tra vién
da lam viéc cat Iyc trong nhi€u ngay nhwng thanh qua thi chwa tha’y dau.
Xung quanh Okajima Takao, qua that, ngoai Nanbara ra thi chflng ai co
dong co gay an ca. Nhung ho lai khong tim tha’y ba't cr bing chirng nio d¢
khang dinh hin ta 12 hung thd. C6 ngudi dwa ra gla thuy€t hay hung thu da
bd tron. C6 the hung tha d6t nhdp vao treong véei muc dich trom d6 nhung
bi Okajima phat hién r'6i kéu 1én, tén kia s¢’ qua nén mdi ddm chét anh ta.
Ciing khong hin 12 vo 1y, nhirng phong nghién ctru thi ¢6 gi d€ ma trém?
Nghe vay lai ¢ y kiéh cho ring hay 14 sinh vién trom dé kiém tra? TAt
nhién y twdng nay ngay lap tiec bi gat di. B&i nan nhan khdng ca't bai ki€m
tra & d6, Trong khi &y gia thuyé&t phai ching Nanbara da nho’ ngwoi thir ba
ra tay ctia Nitta van c6 stec s6ng manh liét. Tuy nhién ho lai chéng tim thay
xung quanh Nanbara c6 ké nao c¢6 thé nho’ cdy mot viéc nhw vay. R6i day
1én gia thuy&t hay hin da vao web den. Trén mang ton tai rat nhiéu trang
web tap trung co’ s6 nhirng ké vo cong roi nghé chi can co tién thi viéc gi
ciing nhan. Ho nghi ngd hin da vao mot trang web nhu thé r'oi thué st
nhan.



Vay nhung nhom canh sat di€u tra tai san ciia Nanbara thi lai phan d6i
gia thuy€t nay. Theo nhw ho diéu tra dweee, thi cho tdi gio tai khoan cua
hén ta khong c6 giao dich nio 1én cd. Ma von di hin ciing khong cé qua
nhiéu tién d€ thué st nhan. Nguwoc lai hin con dang 6m mot khoan no’ vi
m&i mua nha ma’y nam trwedc.

Nghe vay Nitta lai ndy ra m6t nghi vdn md&i. Néu Nanbara nho ai d6
giét nguoi thi thi lao s& 14 gi? N&u hin khong c6 nhiéu tién d&n vay, thi
hin s& cho hung thd c4i gi?

Nitta dang dam chi€u nhin man hinh mdy tinh va suy nghi thi dot nhién
nghe thd'y mot ban nhac ky la. Hozumi Risa v&i 18y chié€c dién thoai.

“Um t& day, dang lam viéc. Pwong nhién, con sao duoc chir...” CO ta
ding day, vura di lai phia ctra vira néi chuyén. Nghe giong c6 vé dau day
bén kia 1a ban than hodc ngwdi nha. “N6i gi vy ha. T hd trgr nhan vién
D01 diéu tra s6" MOt da va't va lam roi. That ma.”

Nitta ngac nhién, mét trd nén sic bén. Chang 18 lai 12 nguwdi trong sé?

“Ngay nao chan t& cling cieng dor day nay. Cieng do luon. Hi€u khong
ha? Ngay nao ciing di d&€n mdi ra roi ca chan... H4, cat cd 47 Nghe hay the'.
Puoc thoi, nhieng t& phai hoi y ki€n cip trén dd. Um, thé' nhé. Um, c6 1én
nha.” Nhung sau r6t, c6 ta khong di ddu ma quay lai chd cii, doan néi, “T6i
xin 16i.”

“L’4n sau ra ngoai ma noi chuyén.”

“Toi xin 161.”

“Ma cat co la sao?”

“A, ndy 12 con bé ban t6i & Phong Giao théng. Gid né dang phai tim
trong trrong v&i xung quanh xem c¢6 vii khi khéng. N6 kéu hom nay con
phai cét cd nira, ding 13 toan chuyén tio lao.”

“Nghe cling va't va nhi.”
Nhén vién s¢ tai thi thweong 1a vay. Lam viéc vt 1a nghia vu r'oi.
“T6i bao nghe thi vi nhi thi ¢6 &y bén du ‘thich thi d6i viéc di.””

“Ra th&. Nén c6 m&i bao d€ hdi xem ¢6 dwgrc khéng a.”



“Vang. Cit ¢ v&i 187y 10 khai, cdi nao thich hon nhi.” Hozumi nghiéng
dau.

Nitta khoanh hai tay lai, lvom Hozumi. “Cong viéc ma thi vi gi. Biéu
tra lai cang khong.”

“Chéc 1a vay roi.”

“Chir con gi ntra. TS tredng voi chll nhiém nhin mét ma giao viéc hét ca
r'oi, ding nguoi ding viéc, khdng c6 chuyén ba't cong dau. C6 cr thir doi
viéc xem, r'oi sé hi€u ho va't va thé nao.” N6i dé€n d6 bong co thir gi ddy 16e
1&€n trong dau Nitta. Anh bat diy nhw nhay.

“O,” Hozumi thét 1&€n. “Anh sao vay?”

Nhung Nitta ngé lo, ¢t dirng vay roi nham mét lai. Anh dang sip xép
lai suy nghi vtra 16e 1én trong d4u minh. C6 mau thuin & dau khong nhi?
C6 khong ta?

Sau 16t anh cling mé mét. Hozumi ngac nhién nhin Nitta.

“T6i tim thdy dap an r'di,” néi doan anh lao ra phia ctra.
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itta dang di trén hanh lang thi thd’y ctra phong hop m&, ba ngwoi bwdc

ra. Anh dirng budc, nhwong dwong cho ho. Mot ngwei 1a chanh thanh
tra, khong phai s€p tryc ti€p clia anh, hai ngwei con lai 1a to tredng va chu
nhiém cda ban khéc. Vi chdnh thanh tra nhin Nitta cham cham nhw th€’ dang
lwvo'm anh, nhwng sau d6 chang néi chang rang, ctr thé” di qua. Vién chua
nhiém ciing di theo sau, chi ¢6 t0 tredng 1a ding lai.

“Chung t6i trao doi xong r'6i,” mo6t nu cwei nhan nhat né trén grong
mit géc canh clia vi tO tredng. “Cau nham ding chd ddy chit, loi hai that
day.”

“Anh qua khen a.”

“T6i cling m&i ndi v&i to tredng Inagaki, néu khdng can Nitta thi cir ndi
voi tOi ba't cir ldc nao, téi xin nhan luén.”

“Cam on anh a.”

Vi t0 tredng danh bop mot cdi vao vai Nitta, r'oi roi di.

Anh dang & tang ctia Ddi diéu tra s& Mot S& Canh sat chir khdng phai
Phong Canh sat Nam Hachioji.

Nitta g0 ctra, giong Inagaki dap lai cut lin, “Moi vao.”

Inagaki va Motomiya dang d¢i trong phong. Trén ban bay vo s& nhirng
tor tai liu.

“Cau ng 61 xudng di.”



Nghe Inagaki n6i, Nitta ng'6i xuéng phia d6i dién hai nguoi.
“Cau ndm duwoc ndi dung vu 4n kia chura?” Inagaki hoi.

“Em vwra tim hi€u mét chit r'oi a, & Phong Céanh sat Tay Fukagawa diing
khong a?”

Inagaki git dau, cam 1&y mot to tai liéu.

“Ho nhan dwoe thdng bdo ldc 7 gior 10 phiit sang ngay miing 2 thiang
Tam. Mot ba ndi tro’ sdng & Fukagawa, quan Koto da goi dién thong bao
vira thd'y mot phu nit ndm ba't ddng, hinh nhw 14 di chét trén long dwong.
Xe ctru thwong va canh sat 1ap tiec chay dén, ngay sau d6 ho xac nhan
ngwoi kia da t vong. Va clung lic &y cling biét nhan than nan nhan qua d6
vat ma ngwoi d6 mang theo.”

“Nan nhan tén Imura Yuri, 28 tudi, nhan vién mdt quin an uéng & gan
d6,” Nitta n6i nhw d€ bo sung thém.

“Um, ¢6 da’u vét bi bép ¢b.”
Inagaki dat tai liéu xudng.

“Co Ay lam viéc trong mdt cau lac bo & Ginza. Nguoi & quan trong thay
cd &y Tan cudi vao khoang 2 gio’ sang ngay mung 2 thang Tam, ldc ¢6 &y
chao hdi cira hang tredng va ra khoi quan. Ngoai ra con ¢6 nguoi thd'y ¢
a'y 1én taxi & gan cau lac bg. Co 1€ ¢6 a'y da bi tdn cong sau khi xudng taxi,
trén dwong di bd veé toa chung cw nha minh. Hién treong gay an l1a trén con
duwong tit di tir dwong 16n vé toa chung cu. Ho cho ring day khong phai
hanh dong gy 4n bot phdt ma di quan sat hanh tung hdng ngay ciia nan
nhan r'6i méi ra tay.”

“Co Ay 1am ngh@é nay thi nghi pham chéc ciing nhiéu 14m nhi.”

“Pung ndi ki€u dé & chon cong s&. Cau dang phan biét nghé nghiép
day. Vi lai co @y ciing khong ¢6 xung dot gi trong cdng viéc, quan hé bat
chinh v&i khéach cling khong. Doi song ca nhan ra't don gian, khong gay
10n v&i ai. Tom lai 1a khdng ¢6 gi dang ngo nén gia thuyé&t phai chang day
chi 1a mot vu gi€t ngwoi bira bai da kha dwoe ing hé. Nhwng ding ldc d6
thi ho tim ra mdt 14 thw trong phong nan nhan.”

“Thu?”



“Nguoi giri 1a dan 6ng. Ngwoi nhan 1a me cia nan nhan, da mat vai nam
trede. Bire thwe dwoe givi cach day gan hai chuc nam r'oi. Noi dung thw chi
y&u 1a hoi tham strc khde ngwoi me kia, nhwng ngoai ra cling ¢ mot thdong
tin vO cling quan trong. Trong thw, ngwoi dan 6ng kia nhian nan nhén la con
g4i minh. Ong ta con viét mudn d¢€ lai tai san ctia minh cho ¢b &y Idc 6ng ta
qua doi.”

“Nguoi dan 6ng dé 1a...”
Inagaki vor d6ng tai liéu trén mat ban, day veé phia Nitta, r'6i chi vao mot
cdi tén vi€t trén d6. “Hatakeyama Terunobu, b6” cia Hatakeyama Reiko.”

“Ngudi d6 dang song thue vat ding khong? Béc si con bao chic khong
qua khéi?”

“Dung vay.”

Nitta vira gt d4u, vira nhin hét Inagaki t&i Motomiya. “Thé& ra chuyén
l1a vay sao?”

“Nghe néi to diéu tra chuyén an bén Phong Canh sat Tay Fukagawa
khong tim ra bang chitng Imura ti&p xic v&i Hatakeyama Reiko.”
Motomiya néi. “Thay vao dé ho phat hién dién thoai di dong ctia Imura c6
lru s6 cua Hatakeyama Terunobu. C6 &Yy cling da goi dé€n s6 d6 ra't nhiéu
Tan, va [an cudi cung la vao thang Ba nam nay.”

“Sau d6 thi 6ng Terunobu 1dm bénh. Nhiéu kha nang, nho’ co’ duyén nao
d6 Imura da bi€t dwge viéc &y nén da toi gdp Hatakeyama Reiko.” Nitta
suy dodn. “D¢€ tuyén b6 rang minh la con ctia 6ng Terunobu.”

“Piing vay,” Inagaki thu cam lai. “Nan nhan khong dwoc thira nhan
chinh thirc nhwng ¢6 bang chirng 1a 14 thw kia. Mu6n xac nhéan ¢6 phai b6’
con that hay khong thi c6 the’ xét nghi€ém DNA. Va néu chirng minh dwoc
thi c6 2y s€ dwoc cong nhén la con ngoai gia tha.”

“Va n€u da dwoe cong nhan thi du la con ngoai gia thi cling ¢6 thé’ nhan
tai san thwra k€. NGi ngwoee lai thi, Hatakeyama Reiko s€ bi ma't di vai phian
tai san.”

“Hau hét tai sdn nha Hatakeyama hién van dirng tén ngwoi bd. Nhung
Hatakeyama Reiko thi lun cho rang s6 tai san d6 triedre sau gi cling thude



veé minh nén c6 ta da dau tw rd't manh tay. T61 co thir di€u tra thi thay tinh
hinh kinh doanh cua c¢6 ta cling khong han 1a t6t. Va hinh nhw c6 ta con cé
nguyén vong dwoc chia tai san ludn khi bd minh van con song. Tiéc 1a by
cO ta dang sdng thyc vat nén mong mudn dé cua cd ta khong thanh hién
thuc dwoc.”

“Ttc la d6i véoi Hatakeyama Reiko, s xud't hién cta Imura Yuri 1a mot
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sy cd a.

“Nghe néi khi bi€t dwoc sy that dé, ban chuyén an cua Phong Canh sat
Tay Fukagawa da vo cung hwng phan.” M4 phai cia Motomiya hién 1&€n nu
cuoi gidu cot. “Ho da nghi cudi cung ciing tim dwoc nghi pham c6 dong cor
gay an.”

“Nhung ho da dodn sai.” Nitta quay lai nhin Inagaki. “Vi Hatakeyama
Reiko c6 biang chitng ngoai pham.”

“Bing chirng qua hoan hio 12 ding khéc,” Inagaki lai chi tay vao mot
phién tai liéu. “Tw ngay 29 thang Bay t¢i ngay mung 10 thang Tam, co ta
dang di du lich Canada cung chong.”

“O nwde ngoai a,” Nitta nhdm ngwdi 18n. “Qua nhién, dang cap khdc
han Nanbara.”

“Pwong nhién, bang chitng ngoai pham d6 da dwoc cong nhan. Vay nén,
cling gidng chung ta, ban chuyén 4n bén dé hién cliing dang tim xem ai c6
thé’la dong 16a ctia Hatakeyama Reiko, nhung ho chwa tim ra.”

“Va cudi cung chuyén dn &y da bj gidi tdn, ding khong a?”

“Pirng to ra thich thd nhw vdy,” Inagaki trom mét tirc gian. “Chiing ta
con chwa bi€t s€ thé nao day.”

“T61 hi€u a. Thé sau ddy minh sé lam gi a?”

“Trwde hét 1a giam dinh DNA da. Hién ho phat hién méng tay cta nan
nhan con ¢c6 DNA cia nguoi khac nira, nén néu xac dinh dwoc diéu gi d6
kha nghi, thi ching ta s€ c6 thé'ti€n hanh di€u tra mot cach hop phap. Cau
con mudn hoéi gi ntra khong?”

“Khong a.”



“Vay dwoc r'oi,” Inagaki dierng ddy. “Nhung cling ding ng'6i khdng doi
két qua gidm dinh. Chuah bi sdn sang triede di.” N6i doan, Inagaki ra khoi
phong.

Nitta doi 4nh mét tir cdnh ct¥a vira bj déng lai qua chd Motomiya. Vi
canh sat dan anh chu miéng 1én, mét nhiu lai nhin Nitta cham cham.

“Anh khong vira long chuyén gi a?”
Motomiya tic lwoi.

“Cau dang dic y 14m phdng? Mot suy dodn tdo bao lai tring phéc, cam
giac thé' nao?”

“Cung chwa chdac ma anh.”

“Théi dueng d6i 1ong minh ntra, rd 1a dang ha hé ma con bay dat. Nhung
ciu ding la cw thiat ddy. Nho vy ma khong khéo vu cua ta da danh, vu cla
bon ho ciing dwoc gidi quyét ludn &y chir. Poi trudng chic cling hanh dién
14m.” Motomiya ndi 1dng ca vat, ding ddy, v&i tay 13y cdi 40 khodc dang
vit trén gh& bén canh. “Pwgc roi, di thdi. Phai xem xét lai vai tinh tiét
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nira.
“R,” Nitta dieng day.

Suy doan tdo bao ma Motomiya ndi chinh la ¢6 thé’ hung thu da giét
ngwoi hodn doi.

Néu Nanbara nho ai d6 gi€t nguoi thi thi lao s€ 1a gi? N&u khong c6
that nhiéu tién, thi giét ngwoi, chi cé the d6i bing giét ngwoi. Tic 1a ai d6
s€ gi€t ngwoi minh mudn gié€t, va ngwoee lai, minh sé giét nguoi ho mudn
gi€t. Nhur vay thi hung thd va nan nhin sé khong c¢6 mdi lién quan gi t&i
nhau ca, nén canh sat cé di€u tra quan hé nhan than co’ nao ciing khong bao
gio tim ra dwoc hung tha gy an. Ngoai ra, ngwoi di nho kia con ¢6 the€ tao
cho minh mdt bang chirng ngoai pham. Puing 12 mdt miii tén tring hai dich.

Vay ngwoi ma Nanbara da thda thuén viéc gi€t ngwoi hoan doi nay la
ai? T4t nhién mdi quan hé v&i nguoi nay tuyét doi khong dwoc d€ canh sat
di€u tra ra.

Lic nghi d€n day, hinh anh Hatakeyama Reiko cho't hién 1€n trong dau
Nitta. Liéu c6 phdi vi chj ta chinh 12 d6i tdc ctia hén trong vu giét nguwdi



hodn doi kia nén Nanbara m&i mdt mwc phd nhan mdi quan hé v&i chi ta
khong?

N&u suy luan nay ding, thi chic chdn dang c¢6 vu 4n ndo d6 chwa duorc
giai quy€t, va trong vu an 8y Hatakeyama la nghi pham nhung lai cé bang
chitng ngoai pham cuyc ky vitrng chéc.

Trudc suy doan khac thweong cia vién ca’p dudi tré tudi, Inagaki td vé
h'6 nghi nhwng cling dong tai 1én nghe. Nghe xong, ndm phuit sau, 6ng nha’c
mady goi cho chanh thanh tra. Va ching sau ti€ng sau, ho nhian dwoc thong
tin vé vu giét nguoi & Fukagawa. D6 1a vu dn thudc S& Céanh sat nén
dwong nhién D6i diéu tra s6 Mot cling ¢6 can thi€p. Va nguoi budce ra tw
phong hop bit chuyén v&i Nitta ban ndy ciing chinh 13 ngwdi chiu trach
nhiém diéu tra vu do.
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anbara Sadayuki da bj bit vi tdi giét ngwdi. Lénh bit do ddi diéu tra

phu trach vu 4n & Fukagawa ban ra. Bang chirng mang tinh quyét dinh
chinh la k&t qua gidm dinh DNA. DNA 18y dwoc tir mong tay cia nan nhan
tring d&€n hon 99.9% véi DNA ctia Nanbara.

Nhuwng noi ma hin khai nhan toan bo vu viéc khong phai & Phong Canh
sat Tdy Fukagawa ma la & phong 18’y loi khai ciia S& Canh sat. Doi tredng
ddi 12y 1oi khai cho hay khodnh khéc biét 1&énh bét 12 cia vu 4n mang xay ra
& Fukagawa, Nanbara nhw da s&n sang chap nhan, khong hé hoang loan, va
binh than khai nhan moi viéc.

Nitta cling dworc biét sém vé ndi dung ti thd ctia hin. Loi khai tém lai
la nhv sau:

M@ quan hé gitra Nanbara va Okajima thyc ra van t6t dep cho d&€n ndm
ngodai. Viéc dong nghién ctru chi't ban din méi ciing v&i doanh nghiép
cling gan dé€n ngay hai qua.

Nanbara da dat cwore ca doi 1am nghién cvu cia minh vao dw dn nay.
Nhung nghi lai thi cudc doi nghién ctru cta hin ciing chfmg thuan bu6m
xudi gi6 gi cho cam. Vi gido sw ma hén gitip viéc tir h6i con 1am tror gidng
chi cham chdm ganh dua bé phéi v nghia trong trieong chir khong tan luc
cho nghién ctru. Thanh thir Nanbara cling thanh chén sai vit, chfmg cé thoi
gian tap trung vao nghién ctru ctia ban than. Dau vay, néu phe clia vi gido
st kia thing thi con c6 chiit y nghia nio d6, ding niy 6ng ta thua r'oi
chuyén qua treong khac. N6i cho ding thi gan nhw 1a bi dudi khoi treong.
Sau d6, Nanbara lam tror giang cho nhiéu nguoi khac ntra. Va cong thiec



MKE ¢ diém cwe han dwge sinh ra chinh trong quang thoi gian va't va ay.
D6 chinh 13 phdt minh gitip hén tré thanh phé gido s, ciing 12 bing vang

duy nha't ciia hin. B&i vdy, hin ra't cdm kich Okajima vi dd bién n6 thanh
mot du an.

Thé& nhwng, d&n nam nay, khi phat minh d6 chuan bi dwgrc dwa vao
nghién ctru tng dung thi Okajima d6t nhién lai mudn thay doi. Theo d6 ho
s€ dung mot thuat khac thay vi ky thuat gan nhw da deoc quyet dinh dwa
vao irng dung cuia Nanbaa.

D& véi Nanbara, that khé d€ cha’p nhan viéc nay. D6 1a ky thuat doc
nhit ma hén da day cong giy dung, con c6 ca bang sdng ch&’. Han da nghi
no s€ thanh cong nén mdi chiu dwng bao nhiéu viéc nhw vay.

Song Okajima da quyét chi va ciing da chuan bi cho qua trinh chuyén
doi phwong hudng. Pay 1a nghién ctru chung v&i doanh nghiép nhung
ngwoi dimg dau dy dn van 1a Okajima. Va ngwdi chi nhw quan cor 1a
Nanbara ché)ing c6 cach nao xoay chuyén tinh th&” dworc.

R6i nhirng bat man &y 1én dé€n dinh di€m vao h'6i thang Bay, trong Tan
Nanbara di Osaka vi cong chuyén. T&i hom d6 hin nghi & khach san
Cortesia Osaka. Sau bwra t61, Nanbara da Ién quan bar trén ting thueong cua
kh4ch san @& udng. Hin di mot minh nén ng'di & quiy.

Bén canh hén 12 mot khach nit xttc ndc hoa mui hoa h'ong. Do ngudi
pha ché& giy ra mot 16i nhd ma hai ngwoi ho da trd chuyén véi nhau. Lic Ay
hin mé&i biét ngwdi phu nit kia cling di mot minh. C6 Ay ciing t&i Osaka vi
cOng viec.

Nguwoi d6 chinh 1a Hatakeyama Reiko.

Sau d6 hai nguwoi tro chuyén vo ciing s6i ndi. Chuyén ctia Okajima da
khién hin chdn nan nhiéu ngay nay, ra't 1au roi hin mdi tha'y phan chan
nhu vay. Hatakeyama Reiko 1a mot phu ntr thdng minh va quyén rii. N6i
chuyén v&i chi ta, Nanbara nhu tim ra mdt con ngwdi méi cia minh. Han
udng reou khd hon moi ngay, cac t€ bao nao cung hoat dong vo cung linh
hoat.

Quan bar sap dén gio dong ctra nén han ri Hatakeyama vé phong han
doi am ti€p. Chi ta vui vé nhan loi.



Sau d6 1a chuyén ctia nhitng nguoi tredng thanh. U6ng xong chd sam-
panh goi phuc vuy, hai nguoi 1én giwong vo cling ty nhién. Nanbara khong
d€y viéc Hatakeyama deo nhin cwdi. Béi du sao cling chi 1a tinh mot dém.

Nhung moi chuyén lai dién ra theo hwdng hin khong thé ngo t&i.

C6 1& do rrrou nén hin da vo tw thdi qua. Sau khi 1am tinh, Nanbara k&
cho Hatakeyama nghe chuyén vé Okajima. Chfmg nhirng th&’, hdn con budt
miéng néi ludn gid ma Okajima ché&t quach di cho réi. D sau d6 hin rat
h&1 han vi da 1o 1oi.

Nhung hén cling khdng ngd phan rng ctia Hatakeyama lai nhw vay. Chij
ta n6i n€u da han ngwoi dé dén thé sao khdng gi€t quach di.

Nanbara tha't kinh. Hin chwa ttirng nghi t&i chuyén d6. Ma khong, thit
tinh thi hin cling c6 nghi, nhung hén khong xem dé 1a mdt Iya chon. B&i
hin biét, néu Okajima chét thi hin s& bj nghi ngo tredc nha't.

Nghe hén néi vdy, mit Hatakeyama 4nh 1én mdt tia 4m mudi, chi ta bdo
minh c6 mot k&€ nay ra't hay. Va chi ta thi nhan minh cling dang rd't mu6n
gi€t mot nguoi.

Sau d6 Hatakeyama dé xud't viéc gi€t ngwoi hoan doi. Tuc la
Hatakeyama s& giét Okajima cho Nanbara, con hin sé giét ngudi kia cho
chi ta. Gitra Nanbara va Hatakeyama chéng c6 mdi li€én quan nao ca. Ho s€
khong lo bi canh sat phat giac ra viéc d6ng 16a ciing nhw viéc gy an tw
nhirng mdi quan hé v&i nan nhén.

Thoat tién, Nanbara cho rang dé xui't nay qud 1iéu linh, nhuwng khi nghe
Hatakeyama giai thich, dan dn hén lai thd'y ddy 12 mot ¥ twdng qud tuyét
VOi.

Du sau d6 héin ciing lo 14ng tAm sw v&i Hatakeyama khong biét minh c6
giét ngwdi ndi khong. Nhung chj ta an i Nanbara rang hin 1a ngudi c6 kha
ning thirc hanh va ring chj ta biét chic chén hin s& lam dwoc. N6i xong chi
ta con cudi. Trede dnh mét dy vé thu hit @6, Nanbara nhw bj thdi mién,
nghi rdng gi€t ngwdi that ra d& nhw dn keo. Téi mirc hén con tha’y that
vong vi ban than tredec d6 da ludn loai trir Iya chon .

Sau d6 Nanbara ciing tich cyc dwa ra y twéng. Hai nguwoi tro chuyén
cang ldc cang sdi ndi, d4n dAn nhirng ¥ twdng tré thanh k& hoach thyc tién



lic nao khong hay.

Ho tro chuyén t&i tin gan sang. Lic Hatakeyama roi khdi phong thi k&
hoach cua ho da v6 cung chi tiét. Chaalng nhirng th€’, sau khi tra phong &
khach san Cortesia Osaka hai ngwoi con sdm hai chiéc dién thoai “cuc
gach” dé€’tién cho viéc lién lac sau nay.

Va tw thoi di€m d6 ho da quyét dinh Nanbara s€ 1a ngwoi ra tay truedc.
B&i Hatakeyama bao rang b6 chj ta ¢6 the mat ba't c lic nao, nén xu 1y
cang nhanh cang tot.

D€ trdnh bj phan bdi, Nanbara bat Hatakeyama viét gid'y cam k&t d'ong
y viéc gi€t ngwoi hodn d6i. Bén canh chir ky ¢6 ca did'u di€m chi van tay.

Sau d6 ho con trao doi nhiéu I'4n nira réi mai di d&n hanh dong. Mdi Tan
néi chuyén dién thoai, Hatakeyama déu nhic di nhic lai ring Nanbara thira
sirc 1am dwoe viée nay. Va ring chi ta ra't biét nhin ngwdi nén khong thé cé
chuyén hin khong 1am dwoc. Cit mdi T4n nhur vdy dong mau can truedng lai
sOi Ién ung uc trong ngwoi Nanbara.

Hatakeyama va chong du dinh sé di du lich Canada cung nhau nén chi ta
dé xua't d6 la thoi di€ém thich hop nha't d€ Nanbara ra tay véi con m6i cia
chi ta, tirc 1a Imura Yuri.

Sau khi quan st hanh tung cta Imura trong nhi€u ngay, cudi cung
Nanbara ciing tim ra dwgc thoi di€m thich hop nha't d€'ra tay. Chinh la
ngay sau khi Imura xudng taxi & gan nha. B&i dém nao, ¢6 &y cling sé vé
nha trén con dwong ra't ving nguwdi qua lai. Cang may hon khi xung quanh
con khong c6 camera chdng trom. Puong nhién, hin vin tha'y s¢. Hin lo
khong bigt moi chuyén c6 dau vao da’y khong. Nhung nhitng lic 4y han lai
nhé t&i 101 Hatakeyama, rang hin nhat dinh s& lam dworc, va chi vay thoi
hén lai c6 thém diing khi. Cong thém ddi trong 12 mot nguwdi hoan toan xa
la da khi&én hdn ma't di cdm gidc chan thuec.

Va th&’1a, hai ti€ng sau khi ngay mung 2 thang Tam vira sang, Nanbara
da gay an. Imura qud y&u &t khong th€ khang cw. Sau khi xdc nhin nan
nhan da qua doi, hin rdi di tiee khic. Ky la & chd, d@&n khi d6 ma hén van
khong tha'y moi chuyén thit 14m. Tim hin vAn dip nhw binh thwong. Dau
hén chi nghi t&i mdi mot viéc, rang Okajima sdp bién ma't khdi c5i doi nay.



Xéc cua Imura dwoe phat hi€n ngay sang hdm sau nhwng nhiéu ngay sau
d6 ciling khong hé tha’y canh sat d&n tim hin d€ diéu tra. Khong 1au sau
Hatakeyama lién lac v&i hdn. Chj ta bdo ring canh sit da tim d&n chd minh.
Thé& nhung chi ta c¢6 bang chitng ngoai pham vé ciing vitng chic nén ho
cling khong nghi ngo gi nira.

K&t qua k& hoach dau ti€n cia ho da ket thic trong thanh cdng. Thanh
thtr Nanbara ciing chi mong gidi quy&t Okajima cang sé'm cang t&t. Hin hoi
Hatakeyama khi nao thi chi ta moi ra tay.

Hatakeyama ddp d€ canh sat khong tim ra sy lién quan v&i vu an dau
tién, chi ta mudn do1i it nha't 1a mot thang. Thay hop ly nén Nanbara cling
dong y.

R'6i dén tAm cudi thang Chin, Hatakeyama mdi lién lac lai v&i Nanbara.
Chi ta n6i da chuah bj xong xudi nén goi dién d€ hdi xem hin ta mudn chon
ngay nao. Nanbara dé xud't ngay mung 4 thang Mwoi. B&i hom trede d6
hin c6 viéc phai di Kyoto.

Nghe vay Hatakeyama dé nghi ho gap nhau vao t61 ngay mung 3 thang
Muoi, voi 1y do 1a @€ trao doi Tan cudi va cing cd thém quy€t tim.
Nanbara nhan 1o tire thi. Chaalng nhtrng th&’, nghi dén viéc lai ¢ the dwoc
om Hatakeyama vao 1ong, hin con tha’y tim minh c6 chiit chdn ron.

Ho chon Cortesia Osaka chrflng vi ly do nao déc biét ca. Chi la noi d6
ciing g¢an Kyoto, dia di€m dién ra hoi thio Nanbara tham gia va ho tirng gip
nhau & da'y ma thoi.

Ngay mung 3 thang Muoi, Nanbara vao Cortesia Osaka ma khong d€ ai
phét hién. Hatakeyama la ngwdi nhan phong. Hén chi viéc t&i céin phong
ma chi ta bao va hai ngwoi gap nhau.

Theo k& hoach, dém mung 4 chj ta s€ dung dao sat hai Okajima.
Nanbara da cung cap thong tin Okajima thwong & lai phong nghién ctru
mot minh t&i tin khuya cho Hatakeyama.

Nghe chi ta bdo s& ding dao, Nanbara tha't kinh. Hin thic méc liéu mot

phu ntr ¢6 lam noi viéc 8y khdong. Nhwng Hatakeyama lai dap, chinh vi 1a
con gai nén n€u khong dung dao thi chj ta chang c¢6 cach nao khéc ca.



Sdng hom sau, Nanbara r&i khdch san di Kyoto. Viéc clia hin ngay hom
d6 12 phai tao ra dwoc bang chirng ngoai pham that vieng chic. Trén thyc t&,
ttr trrra cho t&i 87, hin ta da gip g& ra't nhiéu ngudi, lwu lai da'u tich & rat
nhi€u noi.

Pén trea ngdy ming 5, hdn nhan dworc tin md minh mong ngéng 1au
nay. Ring ho di phat hién ra x4c ctia Okajima. Nghe néi nan nhan bi ddm
chét, hin nghi vy 12 moi chuyén da dién ra theo diing k& hoach.

Nanbara goi dién cho Hatakeyama, chij ta 1ién d€ xud't mudn nhén lai to
cam két kia. B&i vay ho da hen gip nhau & ga Tokyo.

Hin ta da trd cho Hatakeyama to cam k&t & mdt géc bén trong ga
Tokyo. Khi d6 ho thdm chi con khéng nhin, khéng néi v&i nhau ba't cir diéu
gi. Sau khi chia tay, hin ciing virt ludn chiéc dién thoai “cuc gach” dung d€
lién lac v&ri Hatakeyama xudng song.

B&i hin nghi moi chuyén vay 14 da thuan budm xudi gié. Ngay ca khi
gdp canh sét & treomg dai hoc Taihou, hin ciling khong hé tha’y lo ling gi.

Thé& nhung canh st lai hdi hin mot diéu hin khong bao gio ngo t&i.

Ring dém ngay ming 3 thang Muoi hin di & dau. ..
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uoi sang sau hdm Nanbara nhan t0i, Nitta cing v&i nhirng diéu tra vién

phu trach vu dn & Fukagawa da t&i khu chung cw noi Hatakeyama dang
& d€ ap giai chi ta di. Khong riéng chij ta, ho con dinh din gidi ca ch'ong chj
ta nwra.

D6 1a mot toa chung cuw dwgre bao vé an ninh v6 cling nghiém ngat. Ho
da phai néi 16 sy tinh v&i phong quan 1y d€ ngwoi ta mé khoéa ty dong &
sanh ra vao cho. Vi ho khong mudn vo ch'ong Hatakeyama bi€t canh sat
dang toi.

Ciin ho ctia Hatakeyama nam trén ting 4. Sau khi xdc nhin biéh tén treo
bén canh ctra ra vao, mot canh sat trong bo dong phuc ctia nhan vién quan
1y toa nha vira mwon dwore bAm chudng. Nhitng nguwoi khac thi ndp & vi tri
mét meo khong nhin tha’y dworc.

Giong mot nguoi phu nir ma hin 12 Hatakeyama vang 1én tw loa ngoai.

“T6i 1a nhan vién phong quan 1y tdoa nha c¢6 viéc nay mudén nho anh chj
xac nhan chidt a,” vién canh sat cai trang tw tdn ndi. Dién xui't cfia anh ta
cling dang n€ that.

Cudi cung ciing thdy nhw cé ngwoi sau canh ctra, r'oi ho nghe ti€ng vin
khoa, cira mo ra.

Vi canh sat céi trang cui chao, r'oi 187y tay chdn ctra lai, dong thoi gio
pht hi€u canh sit ra cho chi ta xem.

“T6i la canh sat. Co Hatakeyama Reiko ding khong a? P€ nghj c6 di
cung chung t61.” Anh ta ha giong noi.



M4Ay ngudi Nitta cling buée ra. Chi ta tron mét 1én ngac nhién, “Canh
sat w? Chuyén gi vay? Anh dinh lam gi ching t61?”

Khoanh khéc ti€p theo, tir trong nha vang 1&én nhitng tié€ng lodng xoang.

Nitta day Hatakeyama Reiko sang mdt bén, ctr thé” di ca giay lao vao
nha. Bén kia phong khach rong thénh thang 1a mot cai ban cong. Qua ctra
kinh, anh thdy m6t ngwoi dan 6ng trong b6 pyjama dang leo qua tay vin lan
can.

Nitta bang qua phong khéch, lao ra ngoai ban cong. Nhung ngay lic d6
ngwoi dan 6ng da bién mat. Va sau d6 1a mot ti€ng bup tram duc vang lai.
Nitta ngé xudng phia dudi ban cong, trén bii cd da bit dau kho héo,

Hatakeyama Yoshiyuki ngd song soai hinh chw dai.

Nitta va Motomiya dwoc giao nhiém vu 18y loi khai cia Hatakeyama
Reiko. Ho d€ chj ta ng6i & géc phong, ddi dién véi Nitta. Dang 1€ viéc nay
phai do ngwoi vai trén 1a Motomiya chu tri, nhwng anh da nhwong lai cho
Nitta, “Vu an T'dn nay la cfa ciu, ciu lam t&i cung di.”

Hatakeyama Reiko trong vo ctuing binh tinh. Loi d4u tién chi ta ndi ra 1a,
“Tinh hinh ch'dng t61 sao r61?”

“Anh ta bi thwong ra't ndng,” Nitta ddp. “Nga tw tAng 4 co' ma. Pau anh
ta bj va dip rat manh nén chic s& khé ma tinh lai dwoc.”

Hatakeyama nhin xu6ng dwéi, doan 1am bam, “Pung la ¢6 ngdc.”

“Tai sao chong chi lai lam nhw vay?”

“T6i cling khdng bi€t nira,” chi ta nghiéng dau. “Sao vdy nhi?”

“Khong phdi... la d€bdo vé chi sao?”

“Bao vé?”

“Hin 12 anh ta nghi n&u minh chét thi chi s& khong bj bit. B&i s& chaalng
cé gi chirng minh m&i quan hé cua chi va Nanbara dwore. Va te d6 chi sé co
th€ khai rang viéc giét ngwoi hodn doi chi 1a do Nanbara bia ra.”

Hatakeyama nhin thealng vao Nitta, roi hit mot hoi that sau. Sau khi don
nhin 4nh mit manh mé d6, Nitta lai ti€p tuc.



“Chung t6i da diéu tra miu téc clia chdng chi, va k&t qua 1a n6 hoan
toan khop véi miu tée ching tdi tim dwoc trong xe ctia Okajima Takao. D6
s& 1a bang chirng d¢€ chiing t6i bt ch'dng chi v&i tw cdch 1a nghi pham giét
ngwoi.”

Anh mét chi ta dwong nhw di trd nén y&u dudi. “Vay a?”

“Chuing tdi s& hoi chuyén khi chdng chj tinh lai. Nhung chwa chic
ch'ong chi da khai sy that. Thém ntra, cé thé chdong chj s€ chéng bao gio’
tinh lai ntra. Gio’ chj tinh sao? Chj s€ néi viéc giét ngwoi hodan doi ma
Nanbara khai chi la cau chuyén anh ta dgng Ién a?”

Hatakeyama né mot nu cwoi nhat. “Toa an liéu ¢6 chd’p nhén nhw the’
khong nhi?”

“Chéc 1a khong dau.” Nitta tra 101 ngay ttc khic. “Nanbara ching ¢4 1y
do gi ma phai sat hai Imura Yuri ca. Nhung anh ta lai 1a thd pham. Vi mau
thudn d6 nén ho s& cho 12 ndi dung nhén t6i ctia Nanbara v6 cing hop 1y.
Theo d6 cling giai thich dwo'c hanh vi pham t6i ctia ch'ong chi. N&u t6i
dwoc chon lam tham phan, thi tdi s€ khong do dw gi ma phan chi c6 t6i.”

Chij ta kh€ gat dau, vé mat trong vo cung thoai mai.
Nitta redn ngwoi vé phia trudce.

“T6i chi khdng hi€u mot diéu, tai sao chi lai phan bdi Nanbara? N&u chi
ra tay ding ngdy ming 4 thing Muoi theo k& hoach thi hén ta di c6 chitng
ctr ngoai pham v ciing hoan hao.”

Hatakeyama Reiko thé hit ra mot hoi. “Vi téi nghi néu vy sé khong tot
cho t6i.”

“Khong t6't w? Nhw thé nao co? Viéc Nanbara cé chirng cr ngoai pham
thi anh hwdng gi toi chi?”

“Né&u Nanbara c6 chirng cr ngoai pham qua hoan hao thi canh sat sé
nghi ngo’ anh ta ¢c6 ddng pham. Cr dung dang mai cdc anh th€ nao ciling s€
nghi t&i kha ndng gi€t nguoi hodan doi. Nguwoc lai, n€u anh ta khdng cé
ching cr ngoai pham, thi canh sat khé ma tim ra chin twéng vu an.”

“Vay nén chi m&i ¢6 tinh hen Nanbara hom mung 3 thang Mwoi?”

“Pring vay. T6i mudn pha hdng bang ching ctia anh ta.”



“Pung la anh ta da khong con chirng ¢ ngoai pham. Cho du anh ta c6
khai viéc minh da & Osaka va tén cta khach san thi cling tuyét d6i khong
th& nhéc t&i ngwdi minh di & cling hom dé. Viée di dovi cdi xdc, thay doi vi
tri d0 xe ctia nan nhan ciing 1a d€ kéo dai thoi gian phat hién thi the nhi?
Ne€u céi xac dueoe phat hién vao ngay mung 4 thi Nanbara s€ nhin ra la
minh da bi phan b6i. N&u vay chj s€ khong the'18’y lai to’ cam két kia.”

Hatakeyama Reiko gat dau. “Anh n61 khong sai.”

“Ra la vdy. Qua nhién chij da tinh todn ca.”

“Nguoi 1én ké hoach 1a ch'ong t6i. Khi t6i ndi véi anh &y vé viée giét
nguwoi hoan doi voi Nanbara, anh &y da d6ng v, sau d6 con tinh todn rat
nhi€u chuyén khac giup t61.”

“Thé& ch'dong chi nghi sao vé m6i quan hé gitra chi va Nanbara? Chuyén
do dau de gi ma cho qua dwoc?”

Nghe vy, chi ta lién lic dau.

“Tw 1au gitra ching t6i da khong con gitr quan hé vor ch'ong. Nhung
ching t6i van 12 nhirng ngwdi dong chi, va hi€u nhau nha't. Chong toi cling
c6 nhan tinh, song t6i khong quan tdm. Chung t6i khong ly hon vi chang c6
1y do gi d€lam vay ca. Ngworc lai gitr danh nghia vgr ch'ong con ¢6 1¢1i cho
ching t61 hon.”

“Ttrc 1a hai nguoi chi 1a vor chong gia a? Nhwng ch'ong chi da néi anh
Ay rd't yéu chi.”

“Vang, tat nhién t6i cling yéu anh &y. Vay nén quan hé¢ cia ching toi
ma&i than thi€t co d6. Chidng toi tin twdng nhau hon ba't ¢ ai.”
Hatakeyama hé&ch miii Ién, vé day ty hao.

DPiing lic d6 c6 ti€ng gb cira. Motomiya ding 1én, m& ctra. Sau khi trao
doi nhd nhe véi ai d6 dang ding ngoai, Motomiya di lai chd Nitta, ghé vao
tai anh thi thAm. Nghe xong, Nitta bén gat dau that manh, roi ngwdc nhin
Hatakeyama.

“T6i 6 tin cap bao day. Ch'ong chi da tinh r6i.”

Chi ta nhdm mét, tir tir thé mot hoi nhw vAn kim nén trong I'6ng nguc
nay gio.



“Hinh nhw ch'dong chi da nhan td1. Va con nhén v&i chi...”
“Nhén cho t6i?”

Vura nhin khudon méit khong xao dong cta chi ta, Nitta vira n6i, “Xin 16i
vi da khong thé bao vé em.” R'6i anh ti€p, “Cé vé ding la hai ngwoi da tin
twdng nhau hon ba't ky ai.”

“Thi t61 dd bdo ma,” chi ta néi, roi cuoi.

“Chi c6 th€ cho t6i bi€t thém mot viéc nay khong?” Nitta hoi. “Viéc lién
quan t&i nwoc hoa hwong hoa h'ong.”
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ai ngay sau khi giao Hatakeyama cho Vién Ki€m sat, Nitta ti Phong

Canh sat Nam Hachioji d€ chuyén vo s tai liéu dang nam & Ban
Chuyén an diéu tra vé lai S& Canh sat. B&i sau day, S Canh sat s€ chiu
trach nhiém 18y 101 khai va ti€n hanh diéu tra bo sung.

Anh dang di toi can phong 1a dia ban cia Ban Chuyén an diéu tra thi
Hozumi Risa chay ti.

“Vu an cudi cung cling pha dwore roi nhi, anh Nitta va't va qua.” Hozumi
vui vé chao, dau cui that thap.

“C6 lam viéc cling ra't t6t. TO tredng bao s€ cam on ¢ [4n nira daYy.”
“Oi that a, vinh dv cho toi qua.” Hozumi ch;flp hai tay dat duedi cim.
“T6i cling ¢ viéc mudn hai cd day.”

“Chuyén gi vay a?”

“N6i & day khong tién 1dm. Gior ¢d dang ranh ding khong? Pi theo t6i.”
No6i doan Nitta ca't bwdc, di vE phia ctra ra vao.

Anh khdng th€ nghi ra noi nao pht hop v&i nhirng cudc hdi thoai bi mat
nén danh 1€n san thueong. Cling may trén nay hi€n khong c6 ai.

pd

“Puoc roi,” Nitta nhin thfmg Hozumi. “Ciing dén luc n6i cho td1 bi€t bi
mat cda cd roi day nhi. O’ day khong ai nghe tha’y dau. Néi cho t6i biét
di€u c6 dang che gid'u di nao.”



C0 canh st mit tron xoe bdng rut ngwoi lai, vé canh giac. “Anh dang
noi chuyén gi vay?”

Nitta td vé chan nan, xua tay phai.

“Théi dung gia do ntra, vu nwdc hoa hwong hoa h'ong ay.”

“Da?’7

“Cai hom cd di cong tac Osaka vEé, sau khi bao cdo mdt h'6i cd chang da
vo y dé cdp t¢i Tan dau tién gdp Nanbara. Rang hinh nhw khi d6 ngwoi han

cé mui nwéec hoa hwong hoa hong. Nhwng d6 chi la ¢6 Iwa t6i ding
khong?”

Mit Hozumi 1§ vé s¢ hai, ¢6 hoi 1ui lai phia sau. “Lam gi ¢6 chuyén d6
a...” Nhirng tir cudi cau nghe méi y€u &t lam sao.

“Co khong qua dwoc mét téi dau. Mili toi cling thinh 14m day. Lic Ay
nguwrdi hin ta lam gi ¢6 mii gi dau.”

“Pa bao mii toi thinh nhw mi ché lai con...”

“Thé& ma khi gdp Hatakeyama Reiko an dau tién, c6 lai khong nguri

tha'y mli nwde hoa? Cong nhéan ¢6 ¢6 ¢6 gang, nhwng khong Itra noi toi
dau.”

“Tai lic d6 mdi t6i khong duoe khoée...”

“T6i dd hdi Hatakeyama Reiko r'6i, ring hdm mung 3 chj ta c¢é xirc nudc
hoa hoa h'ong khong. Nhung chi ta bao 1a khong. Chi ta khong mudn lwu lai
an tegng voi ngeoi khac nén da khong xire. Nén lam gi ¢6 chuyén am mui
sang quan 4o cia Nanbara.”

Mt Hozumi tron xoe, ¢d chép chép mit, 16 miii hoi phong.

Nitta bied'c mot bwde, ti€n lai g4n. “Sao nao. P&n nwdc nay ma van
mudn chdi a? Gio' ¢6 van mudn khang khang 1a Tan dau tién gdp Nanbara &
treong dai hoc, cd ngwri thdy quian 4o han ta ¢ mui nwdc hoa?”

Hozumi Risa khé chiju rut ¢0 lai. “T6i xin 16i...”
Nitta h mui.

“Chiu thd nhén r'6i a. Béo sao tw d4u toi da tha'y la r'6i.”



“T6i c6 viéc khong the ndi ra dwore.”

“T6i cling nghi vy, nén m&i im lidng t&i hom nay. R'6i, gio’ thi cho t6i
bi€t di. Tai sao c0 lai n6i d6i? To6i doan chac c6 dd nam dwoc gi d6 & khach
san Cortesia Osaka dung khong?”

“Pung vay, nhwng t6i lai khong th€ ding né lam loi 1am chirng dwgc.”

“La sao?”

“Noi ra thi hoi dai dong...”

Mao dau vay roi Hozumi k€ cho Nitta mdt chuyén anh khong thé nao
ngo’ t&i. Va nhan vat chinh cda cu chuyén d6 lai 1a mot nir 1€ tin c6 vé rat
thong minh. Péu tién, cd ta nh¢ rd ngwoi dan 6ng trong birc anh Hozumi
dwa ra da ting tro & khach san minh hdm mung 10 thang Bay. Sau d6 con
nhan ra ngwoi dan dng nay da phat sinh tinh m6t dém véi mot ngwoi phu
ntt khac nho’ vao hwong hoa h'dong. R6i chi tw viéc trong thd'y ngwoi phu niv
kia vao hdm mung 3 thing Mwoi ma suy dodn cé thé nguoi dan 6ng kia,
tirc Nanbara cling da & d6 vao hdm &Y.

“Nhung ¢ 8y bao tat cd cling chi 1a ¢6 &y doan vay thoi, nén khong the
xem d6 nhw 101 1am chirng dworc. Thé nén t6i mdi nghi mai xem ¢6 cach
nao khong...”

“Va thé& 1a ¢c6 m&i nghi tdi viéc am mui a?”

Hozumi lai xin 18i I4n ntra, doan cui dAu. Nitta nhin mit, gii gai sau
gay.

“Loi néi doi clia ¢d nguy hi€m 1dm day. Ph4 dwoc 4n thi khong sao, nho
phéan doan cua c6 1€ tan kia ma trat 14t thi chét dé.”

“Pung the”a. That ding 1a may qui.” Hozumi 4p tay vao nguyc minh, gat
127y gat d€.

“Gi day. Co6 néi nhu viéc ctia ngwoi khac thé ha. Thé ¢ kia tén la gi?”

“Da?’,

“Y t6i 1a c6 12 tan kia tén gi?”

Nghe xong Hozumi lién lic dau ngudy ngudy nhu the viée d6 thi tuyét
d6i phai bao mat. “Toi khong the'tiét 16 dwoc.”



“Tai sao?”

“T6i da hira voi ¢6 &y s€ khong ndi tén ¢6 &y ra roi.” N6i doan co ta
bum hai tay 1én miéng. “V&i lai hinh nhw ¢6 &y ciing khdng lam & khach
san d6 nira dau. Hom qua t6i goi dién dén do, tinh néi mot cau cam on
nhung c¢6 vé ¢6 &y chuyén cong tac roi...”

Nitta tac luoi.

“T6i thait mudn gdp cdi cd nhan vién 1€ tAn thong minh lanh loi d6 mot
Tan.”

“Co &y dep ldm, gid ma anh gap dworc thi tot.”

Nitta nh&ch miéng, 4nh mét nhin xa xim. BAu troi Tokyo di bit dau

nhu6m dd. Vu an m&i két thic ma anh lai ¢6 cam giac nhw thé cdi gi do
vira bat dau.



PHAN KET



Chl ba phit ntra la s€ sang ngay ma&i. Khach 1am tha tuc nhan phong

cling da van hon hin. The’ nhung theo danh sdch dit phong thi van con
khach chwa t&i. Sau khi nhin xu6ng d6ng h'd deo tay, Naomi nghi bung, hy
vong khong phai mot vi khach say khwdt nao do.

Vi khach nam t&i vao quang hon 2 gior sing nay that sy ra't kinh khung.
Du d3 dwore mot ¢d gdi trong gidng tiép vién nt diu nhwng vi khdch 4’y van
khong th€ di lai cho virng, sau dé con ng’ 01 rap xudng ngay phia tredc quay
12 tan. T4t nhién vi khdch Ay ciing néi chang nén cau. CO ti€p vién vwra 1on
tiéng hdi vi khach nam vwra dién dia chi lién lac vao phi€u thong tin khach
hang. Co &y chi van doc chi€c vdy mdng tang cling chi€c do khoadc bén
ngoai, Naomi thdy ¢6 &y m&i dang thwong lam sao.

Co6 da tré lai Cortesia Tokyo dwoc gan mot thang nay. Qua nhién khong
khi & diy ¢6 hoi khac voi Osaka that. Téi mire h'6i méi quay lai, 6 con ¢
phan hoi bo ngo'. Du thit ra ¢d cling chang bi€t hai noi nay khac nhau dau
va nhue thé nao. Nhung né€u bj budc phai néi thi cé khi nao 1a khong de’'1o
nhwoc di€ém chang?

Pang mién man nghi vay thi mot ngwoi phu ntv chung 35 tudi di téi tw
sanh chinh. Chi ta mic quan jean, 40 b6 mau den, va khodc mot chi€c
cardigan bén ngoai. V&i thdi tiét nhir hom nay chic nguwdi nay dang lanh
14m, Naomi ba't gidc lo 1dng khong dau.

Ngudi phu nit di thing t¢i quay 12 tan, Naomi ben cdi ddu. “Chao mung
quy khéach a.”

“T6i mudn hdi chidt viéc,” ngwoi phu nir néi ludn. “Co mdt ngwoi tén
Matsuoka Takashi dang tro & day, c¢6 c6 the cho tdi bi€t anh &y & phong
bao nhiéu khong?”

“Ngai Matsuoka a?”

“T6i cling hi€u viéc nay ra't khé cho ¢6,” ching nhw nhén ra vé canh
gidc ctia Naomi, ngwoi phu nir tire thi néi ti€p.”Nhwng xin ¢6 hay tin toi, toi
cO viéc ra't quan trong.”

“T6i c6 the’hdi d6 1a viéc gi dwore khong a?”

Nghe Naomi hoi, ¢ gdi &y bén nd nu cwoi then thung, roi gat dau.



“Thyc ra toi m&i bay tir New York vé. Toi vira tir Narita dén thang ddy.”

“Tir New York vé a...” BAt gidc Naomi dwa mét nhin nguoi phu nir &y
mot lwot.

“T6i givi hanh 1y vEé nha tredre roi. Toi dé€n day 1a vi nguoi yéu t6i hién
dang nghi & khach san nay. Chiing t6i yéu xa, va phai hoon mot ndm nay
chua duoc gdp nhau. Anh Matsuoka Takashi d6 chinh 1a ngeoi yéu cta
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toi.
“Vay a. The¢ hin 12 ngai &y cting dang ra't nong long dwoc gap chi a.”
Thé& nhung c6 gdi d6 lai 1ic dau.
“Khong phéi vay dau. Toéi khong néi véi anh &y 1a t6i nay minh s€ vé
nwde. Toi vE hoi gdp, ciing dinh goi dién cho anh 4y nhwng lai 1 mat.

Song t6i quyét dinh sé tin dung co’ hdi nay. T6i tinh dot ngdt ghé t&i phong
anh &y va khi€n anh &y ba't ngo. Vi hdm nay la sinh nhét cua anh dy.”

“A, rala th& a.” Naomi gat that manh.

“Vay c6 c6 the cho toi bidt anh Ay dang & phong nao chit? Tdi nghi chic
minh s€ khong c6 co’ hdi nay Tan hai. Mong c6 gitp cho.” Co gai dan hai
ban tay vao nhau, dat tredc ngee nhw theé dang cau khan mét vi than. Con
4nh mat thi nhw dang ki&m tim long thwong x6t vay.

Ca nay phtrc tap day, Naomi nghi bung. V€ mit tinh cdm, ¢6 rat mu6n
gitip d& ngwdi phu nir ndy. Nhung quy dinh thi van phai tuin theo. Vi lai,
ngwoi phu nir nay toat ra mui gi d6 nguy hi€m dang ngo. Khiru giac cta
mot nhan vién khach san da mach bao c6 nhw vay.

Naomi thao tdc mdy dau cud1 va nhanh chong tim ra vi khéich cé tén
Matsuoka Takashi.

“Anh &y nghi & day ding khéng?” Nguwoi phu nir hoi.

Naomi nghiéng dau. “Toi khong tha’y trong phan dw liéu.”

“Sao th& dwgre. Co ki€m tra ky lai xem.” Giong ngwoi phu niv da pha
chuit gian dur.

“Vi khach &y dit phong bang tén that chir a?”

“Piing vady. C6 gi ddu ma anh &y phai dung tén gid.”



“T6i hi€u roéi a. Cling tly cach thirc dat phong ma cé the€ dir liéu & quay
ctia chuing t6i khong Iwu lai. T6i s€ di tra lai nén phién chi dori cho mot 14t

29

a.

“Vang,” ngwoi phu nie git dau. Naomi ndéi “Toi xin phép” r'oi roi di,
bwdc qua canh ctra vao van phong & phia sau. Sau d6 ¢6 nhanh chéng nha'c
Ong nghe dién thoai n6i bo, goi t&i phong ctia Matsuoka Takashi.

“Vang.” Giong mot chang trai tré vang 1€n.

Naomi trinh by ngén gon tinh hinh. N&u ding c6 gdi kia 12 nguwdi yéu
cua vi khach nay thi day ddng la mot hanh vi phé binh, nhung qua thyc
Naomi budc phdi lam nhw vay.

Song khi nghe ta v€ hinh dang nguoi phu nir, Matsuoka Takashi lai qua
quyét, “Tao lao. Co ta n6i ldo ddy. Tuyét ddi dung de€ cd ta bi€t s6 phong
cua t6i. Ma ¢6 mau tdng c0o cd ta di giip t6i.”

“Vay t6i s€ bao la quy khach khong nghi & day dwoc khong a?”

“Um, ctt th& di, phién ¢0.”

“T6i hi€u r'6i a,” ndéi doan Naomi dap may, hit mdt hoii that sau, ra khoi
van phong.

“Thé nao? Anh &y & ddy ding khong?” Vwra trong thd'y mat Naomi,
ngwoi phu niv da hoi.

“Rat ti€c la anh Matsuoka Takashi khong nghi & day a.”

Nguwoi phu nir chau may that siu.

“Khong th€ the” dugrc. Co dwng lwa t6i.” Dot nhién ¢ ta an ndi sudng sa
hon han. “Chic chin 13 anh 4y dang & ddy. Anh &y bao tdi vy thi sao c6
the’ nham dwore. CO kiem tra ky lai gidp toi di.”

“Piing 13,” Naomi c& ging gilr giong that binh tinh, “anh Matsuoka
Takashi da dat phong & day nhwng ngay tred'c d6 lai huy phong réi a. Vi
thé”dém nay anh &y khong nghi & day a.”

Nguwdi phu nit cdn mdi, lwd'm Naomi. Naomi cii dau that thap.

“T6i1 hi€u roi. Vay khong can ¢6 ntra. CO6 chuan bi phong cho toi di.”
y



“Phong 2y a?”

“Phong single hay twin déu dworc, t6i sé thué phong & day, c6 chuan bi
phong di.” Ngwoi phu nit ndi giong buc boi.

Chuyén lai phirc tap hon r6i ddy, Naomi nghi bung. Hin 1a ¢ ta toan
tinh s€ & lai diy r'oi ty minh tim ra phong ctia Matsuoka. Khach san van
con phong trong nén day ciing 1a viéc dang hoan nghénh, song Matsuoka lai
bdo dusi c¢6 &y di. Ngay lic nay Matsuoka la khach con nguoi phu nir kia
thi khong. Va n&u vay thi thir ty wu tién cling da ro rang.

“Ra‘t xin 10i nhwng dém nay khach san chiing t6i hét phong roi a. Rat
mong s€ dwoe don ti€p chi trong nhirng Tan tdi a.” N6i doan Naomi lai cudi
dau xudng.

Nguwdi phu nit tron mét 1én.

“Sao c6 th€ thé” dwgrc. HOm nay 1a ngay thweong co’ ma, chi it ciing phai
con mot phong chir.”

“Toi thanh that xin 161 a.”

“Pugc roi, toi hieu roi. Vay phong suite hay royal suite cling duorc.
Tién nong thi tdi s€ nghi cdch. Tém lai c6 ¢ chuan bj phong di.”

Loi ngeoi phu nir khi€n Naomi hoi dao ddng. Hay tién day d€ co ta
thué phong royal suite ludén? Tuy Matsuoka bao c¢6 duoi ngwoi nay di nhwng
cd cling ¢6 th€' ndi lai vi khach mudn thué phong nén c6 khong the tir chd'i
duorc. Nhung ma. ..

“Thyc sw ra't xin 16i chi a,” Naomi lai ti€p tuc cdi dau. “Phong hang
sang cling ¢6 khach thué hét r'di a. Mong chi hi€u cho a.”

Nguwoi phu ntiv 1am thinh. Vi dang cdi dau nén Naomi khdng th€ bi€t mat
ngwoi phu nir &y dang nhw thé nao.

“Vay a,” sau r0t cO ta cling Ién ti€ng, giong lanh lung dé€n dang so¢'.
“Chéc c6 goi dién cho anh Takashi roi diing khong? Va anh ta di néi gi do,
phai khong?”

Naomi khong ddp lai. B&i ¢6 tra 16 sao thi hin doi phwong cing khé
ma chadp nhan dwoc. Chi bang cd cir ti€p tuc cui dau thoi.



“Thoi, toi hi€u r'oi.”

Sau d6, ngwoi phu nir d@m bop xudng quay, bd di. Nhwrng Naomi thi
dén mot ldc 1au sau van chwa th€ ngdng mit 1én.

“Nguoi do di roia,” mot 1€ tan tré dirng bén canh thong bdo vdi co.

Naomi ngang mat 1én, ding 1a da chg'lng thdy ngwoi phu nir d6 dau.

“Co a7y cling gh€ qua chi nhi,” ciu dan em thi tham. C6 vé cau ta da
dirng bén canh theo d&i moi chuyén. “Chéc 12 gitra hai ngudi ho c6 chuyén
gi do.”

“Um, nhung ciing chi 1a chiing ta dodn vay thdi.” Naomi quy&t dinh s&
chi néi chwng do6.

Sau d6 khong 1au dién thoai ndi bo d6 chudng. Nhin s& phong hién trén
man hinh, ¢6 thé hét ra mot hoi r6i méi bit may.

“Xin 16i da d€ quy khéch phai doi 1u a. Co chuyén gi vay, thira ngai
Matsuoka?”

“A khong, chuyén ban niy sao r6i?” Anh ta hdi véi giong khach sdo.

Naomi hit mét hoi, mim cwoi. “Ngwoi phu nir 4y veé roia.”

“The” a. Trong co ta thé’ nao?”

Phién phirc that dd’y, Naomi lai nghi bung. Pa quan tdm vy sao khong
trye ti€p gdp di cho roi.

“Khong dat dwg'c muc dich nén ¢6 &y c6 vé khong vui a.”

“Co ta c6 gian 1dm khong?”

“A, vang... Co &y ciing da kh4 git v&i tdi a.”

“Vay a. D6 1a ban géi cii cha toi. Nhwng hinh nhw ¢6 'y van chwa chap
nhan chuyén do.”

“Ralavay a.”

C6 da lo mo doan vay. Co cling chang mudn bié€t ngon nganh nhung e
nguwoi phu ni khong phai 12 ngweoi ¢6 16i. Co chdc mam ngwoi dan 6ng nay



da ty y cit dit quan hé gitta hai ngwdi. Bing khong anh ta da khong phai
trOn chay nhu vay.

“Xin 16i ¢ nhé.”
“Khong c6 gi dau a, quy khéch tw te nghi ngoi a.”
Matsuoka néi caim on roi ngat may, Naomi cling diat 6ng nghe xudng.

That 1ong ¢6 rat mudn gitp do ngwoi phu nr kia. Nhwng voi tw cach la
mot nhan vién khach san c¢0 lai khong th€ lam vay. B&i chi céan 1a khach, thi
du c6 12 ngwoi ddng khinh thé nao, cong viéc cia nhan vién khich san van
12 phai bao vé cho bang dwoc chiéc mit na ma ngudi 4y dang deo.
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